
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 



KP ?^^7 





THE IBTTERS AND THE LIFE 



FRANCIS BACON 



DrcLUDnra all his 



OCCASIONAL WORKS 



KAMELT 

LBTTBB8 8PEBCHB8 TBA0T8 8TATB FAFBB8 MBM0BIAL8 DBYICB8 

AKD ALL AUTHBNTIO WBITIK08 HOT ALBBADT FBINTED AMONG HIS 

PHILOSOPHICAL LITBBABT OB PBOFB88IONAL W0BK9 



NEWLY COLLECTED AND SET FORTH 

IK CHBONOLOOICAL OBDBB 

WITH ▲ 

COMMENTABY BIOGBAPfflCAL AND HISTORICAL 



BY 

JAMES SPEDDING 
VOL. V. 



LONDON: 

LONGMANS, GEEEN, EEADEE, AND DYEE. 

1869. 



HAPVAPO UNIVERSITY 

ClA^*:!" AL DE»Af«Tr,1ENT 

Htt) •!;'.£ LI2.'>ARY OF 

MCRDEn < WEIR SHYTH 



r\t' O / Zy APRIL 15, XWl 



UNIVERSITY 
LIBRARY 



PBINTBD BT TATLOK AND CO., 
LITTLB QT7BBN STREET, LINCOLN'S DOC FIELDS. 



PREFACE. 



The last volume ended with the first work of Bacon's Attorney 
Generalship. The present carries him almost, but not quite, to 
the end of the period during which he held that office. It was 
one of his periods of highest political activity ; in which many 
matters of great immediate importance in their own day, and 
probably of great ultimate importance to the whole subsequent 
history of England, fell to his charge. The Parliament- of 1614, 
with its high hopes, fair promises, and disastrous issue; the 
attempt to raise supplies by a " Benevolence,*' which followed j 
— the l^al proceedings against Talbot, for refusing to repudiate 
the Jesuits' doctrine of king*kilUng ; against Peacham, for trea- 
sonable words intended to be preached ; against Owen, for trea- 
sonable words spoken ; against Oliver St. John, for slander of 
the King and Council ; — the consultation of Judges single and 
apart ; — the deliberations concerning the calling of another Par- 
liament, with the precautions to be used, the subjects to be pro- 
posed, and the courses tp be held ; — the trial of the Earl and 
Countess of Somerset for the murder of Overbury ; — the dispute 
between the Crown and the Judges in the case of Rege incon- 
suUo ; — ^the assault by the* Court of King's Bench upon the Court 
of Chancery, in the case of Praemunire ; — the first essay of go- 
vernment in Ireland through a Parliament of its own; — All 
these come within the period embraced in this volume; and 
they were all matters in which Bacon was, one way or other, 
personally engaged, — in some as adviser and manager, in some 
as actor under the direction of superiors^ in some as a kind of 
intruder with advice unasked. Of his papers relating to them, 
some have remained till now, not only unprinted, but unknown; 
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IV PREFACE. 

and supply new and unexpected information as to his political 
views and action. Among these I may especially mention the 
sketch of the speech which he wished the King to make to the 
two Houses at the meeting of Parliament in 1614, for the know- 
ledge of which, with permission to print it, I am indebted to 
Mr. David Laing ; and the long letter of advice, printed by per- 
mission of the Masters of the Bench from a copy in the Inner 
Temple library, which he addressed to him in the following 
year. Taken along with the letters and notes on the same sub- 
ject which appeared in the last volume (pp. 865-373), these two 
papers complete our knowledge of Bacon's part in that well de- 
serving and ill succeeding enterprise, and disclose to us the 
whole history, from his point of view, of the design, the hopes, 
the preparations, the errors, the causes of failure, and the in- 
structions for the future to be gathered therefrom. 

The short paper of " points to be observed " in the collection 
of the Benevolence (from which we learn for the first time how 
far and with what conditions and limitations he was a party to 
that measure), may also be mentioned among the more notable 
novelties. And the Decree on the PrcBmunire question, in the 
absence of which the history of that business was left very in- 
complete, may be added to the list. Though not new absolutely 
(for the substance of it may be gathered from a treatise in the 
first volume of the Collectanea Juridica), it is not to be found, so 
far as I know, in any more common book, and will therefore be 
quite new, I presume, to the great majority of readers. 

With regard to the other subjects contained in the volume, 
the more orderly arrangement of the papers and the collateral 
information supplied in the Commentary form the chief novelty. 
But it will be found to be a novelty of some consequence. It 
has been the fashion for the last thirty years to find great fault 
with Bacon for the part he took in some of these transactions. 
I think it will now appear that the judgment has in most cases 
been pronounced under a considerable misapprehension of the 
facts ; and that when the story is truly told, the asp ct of it in 
relation to him is materially altered : so much so that the same 
Judges, if the case had been so presented to them at first, would 
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probably have judged diflferently. Whether my version of the 
story be really the truer, is a question no doubt which may and 
will be disputed. But it is a question of fact. Where it differs 
from the common version, it aspires to differ by being in better 
accordance with the evidence. Now the evidence is within 
anybody's reach. Though I cannot hope that among my 
many references there are no wrong figures (for a mistake of 
that kind, once made, is of all mistakes the most likely to escape 
detection), 1 am quite sure that none of them are imaginary ; I 
have tried to make them all distinct ; and I hope that before my 
statements of the case are condemned as inaccurate, the evidence 
to which I appeal will be examined and weighed. The question 
which I have undertaken to deal with is not whether Bacon was 
wise or foolish, virtuous or wicked, but what he thought about 
the occasions of his time ; and to make that knowledge of any 
value it is necessary to ascertain correctly what the occasions 
really were. 

J. S. 
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Thb question of calling a new Parliament, which had been postponed 
in the preceding summer,^ does not appear to hare been formally 
agreed upon in Council till the middle of February. But I think the 
King had made up his mind to it before, A letter of Bacon *8, which 
dates itself by a reference to the rejoicings upon the birth of the 
King's grandchild as written not long after the 9th of January, 
1618-4, shows that before that time the King had been speaking 
with him about the preparatory measures, and had also been in com- 
munication with *' those gentlemen which professed to do him ser- 
vice in Parliament ;" — who could be no other than Sir Henry Neville 
and his party ; afterwards known as the " Undertakers." It shows 
also (which is a fact of some importance) that though desirous to 
make the best of their services. Bacon himself augured little good 
from their intervention. 

To THE Kino.' 

It may please your most exc. M. 
I most humbly pray your M. to receive into your royal 
remembrance that one point whereof you spake unto me : which 

" See Vol. IV. p. 878. 

' Gott MSB. lit. F. IV. f. 888. All fairly writton in Baoon's own hand. No 
^•te, docket or superscription. Fly-leaf gone, I think. 

VOL. V. B 
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is this ; to put but this case to those gentlemen which profess to 
do you service in Parliament^ and desire (as they say) but to 
have some matter whereupon to work : If your M. be resolved 
not to buy and sell this Parliament^ but to perform the part of 
a King, and not of a merchant or contractor, what they can de- 
sire or propound for the satisfaction and comfort of your people. 

Of this three uses may be made. 

First, if they fall upon an answer as to say. That the Parlia- 
ment is so now in taste with matters of substance and profit, as 
it is in vain to think to draw them on but by some offer of that 
nature, then for my part I shall little esteem their service if they 
confess themselves to be but brokers for bargains. 

Secondly, if they do devise and propound anything that is fit, 
then that it be followed and pursued, because they are likest to 
be in love with their own child^ and to nourish it. 

Thirdly, if they show good will to devise some such thing, but 
that their invention prove barren, in that their proposition be 
not such but that better may be found, then that they may be 
holpen by some better proposition from your M. whereupon they 
may work. 

This, because time runneth, I beseech your M. may be put 
unto them by some such mean as your M. is pleased to use, as 
soon as may be. 

I most humbly pray your M. also to take into consideration, 
that it may be inconvenient for your M. to have a Parliament 
in England and a Parliament in Ireland at one time. And 
therefore I do wish that the Parliament of Ireland (when time 
shall be) may upon some occasion fitly taken be put off. For I 
beseech your M. to observe this argument furder : That the un- 
settled business of the Parliament of Ireland is a just ground for 
the Parliament of England to furnish your M. with treasure in 
omnem eventum. And on the other side the loving and frank 
proceeding with you by your Parliament of England will daunt 
the ill affected part of the Parliament of Ireland. 

If your M. had heard and seen the thunder of the bells and 
the lightning of the bonfires for your grandchild, you would say 
there is little cause to doubt the affections of the people of Eng- 
land in puris naturalilms. God preserve your Majesty. I rest 
Your M.^s most bounden servant, 

Fr. Bacon. 
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It is possible that some of the papers mentioned in my note 
p. 364, Vol. IV., belong to this date, and were submitted to the King 
or Council in answer to the question here suggested by Bacon. But 
the largest and oompletest of them, — the " collection of such things 
as haTO been by seyeral men desired to be obtained of his Majesty 
for the good of his people " — so well answers the description of the 
memorial subjoined to Sir Henry Neville's ** Advice touching the 
holding of a Parliament,' '^ that, whether Bacon knew of it or not, 
there can be little doubt that the King had seen it some months be- 
fore. I have not, however, been able to find any further particulars 
of his commumcations with that party, and in the absence of these 
it seems impossible to guess how far his subsequent proceedings 
were guided t^y them, and whether they had enough of their own 
way to be fairly chargeable with the issue. It is certain that thoy 
were entertained in conference and encouraged to give advice by 
some of the great councillors, but not so certain that they were fairly 
and frankly dealt with.' Bacon in the meantime had other businesses 
to attend to. 



The first was a matter of no great consequence to us; but may 
serve for an illustration of the caution with which criminal justice 
was really conducted in those days by the Crown. It is true that 
the powers assumed by the Crown gave it the meant of obtaining tho 
conviction upon insufficient evidence of almost anybody who fell 
under suspicion of treason. But it is not at all true that those 
means were lightly put in force. Whether from fear of public 
opinion, or from doubt of what Judges and Juries would do, or 
simply from respect for justice itself, it is certain that the officers 
whose business was to prosecute were always anxious to avoid a 
public proceeding upon evidence which was not plausible. Even in 
Coke's time, it was not the disposition to proceed without evidence 
that suspected persons had to complain of, but the indiscriminate 
appetite which accepted as evidence anything which favoured his 
preconceived opinion. Bacon was not so easily satisfied : and here we 
have an example of what happened where proof enough was not 

' " Yet what I have collected out of the desires of sundry of the principal and 
most understanding gentlemen that were of the last Parliament, and are like to be 
of this, I will be bold to deliyer in a memorial subjoined^" etc. — Gardiner, ii. 
p. 391. The ** advice " dates itself approximately by naming Michaelmas as the 
earliest time when the Parliament could begin : whence it folk>ws that the summer 
of 1618 is the latest date that can be assigned to it. 

' See a letter from Suffolk to Somerset, quoted by Ghu*diner, ii. p. 146. 

B 2 
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forthooming to Batiafj the Crown-prosecutor that the suspected maa 
was really guilty. 

On the 11th of June, 1612, a proclamation had been issued for 
the apprehension of John Cotton, a gentleman of Hampshire, oa 
suspicion of high-treason.^ The supposed treason, I believe, was the 
authorship or circulation of a scandalous book, called ' Balaam's Ass.* 
Hearing of the proclamation, he gave himself up. Being charged 
with' the authorship of the book and denying it^ his study was 
searched : and there were found ** divers papers containing many 
pieces of the said book,'* together with some relics of the martyrs of 
the Gunpowder Plot, — a finger of Sir Everard Digby, a toe of Percy, 
and the Uke.' These were thought circumstances suspicious enough 
to justify his detention, pending further inquiry. The particulars 
of that inquiry (which appears to have been in the hands of the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury) are not preserved : but the following report 
shows how the case stood half a year after, in the opinion of the 
King's Attorney, Solicitor, and Sergeant, to whom it had been re- 
ferred. 

To THB KlNO.^ 

It may please your most excellent Majesty^ 

We have^ with all possible care and diligence considered of 
Cotton's cause, the former and the latter, touching the book and 
the letter in the gilt apple, and have advisedly perused and 
weighed all the examinations and collections which were for- 
merly taken ; wherein we must attribute a good deal of worthy 
industry and watchful inquiry to my Lord of Canterbury. We 
thought fit also to take some new examinations ; which was the 
cause we certified no sooner. Upon the whole matter, we find 
the cause of his imprisonment just, and the suspicions and pre- 
sumptions many and great ; which we little need to mention, 
because your Majesty did relate and inforce them to us in better 
perfection than we can express them. But nevertheless, the 
proofs seem to us to amount to this : that it was possible he 
should be the man ; and that it was probable likewise he was 
the man : but no convicting proofs that may satisfy a jury of 
life and death, or that may make us take it upon our conscience, 
or to think it agreeable to your Majesty's honour (which, next 
our conscience to Ood, is the dearest thing to us on earth) to 

> CaL State Papers. 

^ Lorkin to Puckering, 80th June, 1618. 0. & T. of Jamee I. toI. L p. 251. 

' AdTOcates Library, A. I. 86. Original ; in Bacon's hand. 
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bring it upon the stage : which notwithstanding we in all hum- 
bleness submit to your Majesty's better judgment. For his li- 
berty and the manner of his delivery (he having so many notes of 
a dangerous man) we leave it to your princely wisdom. And so 
commending your Majesty to Ood's precious custody^ we rest 
Your Majesty's most humble and bounden servants, 

Fr. Bacon. 
H. Montagu. 
22 Jan. 1613. H. Yelvbrton. 

Upon this report it seems that Cotton was kept in prison till 1618, 
when the real author of the book was discovered. 

8. 

I mentioned in the last chapter (p. 388) that one of the members 
of the Irish deputation having declined to repudiate in distinct terms 
certain doctrines of Zuares concerning the duty of Catholic subjects 
towards heretical kings, it had been thought necessary to deal with 
the case judicially. This was William Talbot, a member of the Irish 
Parliament, one of the leaders of the Catholic party, and said to be 
"their chief oracle for law.*'^ He had been committed to the Tower 
on the 17th of July, and as he still refused to make any further sub- 
mission, order had been given on the 19th of November to proceed 
against him in the Star Chamber.^ He does not appear to have been 
accused or suspected of any personal disloyalty, and I suppose the 
object of the proceeding was only to establish and proclaim the 
point of law by a formal sentence of the Court. The case came on 
for hearing at the last sitting in Hilary Term (31st January, 1613- 
14), when Bacon delivered the following charge. 

Charge aoainst William Talbot.' 
My Lords, 

I brought before you at the first sitting of this term the 
cause of duels ; but now this last sitting I shall bring before you 
a cause concerning the greatest duel which is in the Christian 
world, the duel and conflict between the lawful authority of so- 
vereign kings,, which is God's ordinance for the comfort of 
human society, and the swelling pride and usurpation of the See 
of Rome, even in iempcralibus, tending altogether to anarchy and 

' Deeid. Cur. Hib. L p. 398. * Chkrdiner, ii. p. 816. 

' HarL HSS. 6797 f. 172. Fair copy. Corrected throughout in Bacon*8 hand. 
Pocketed ** Speech against Talbott,*' and (in another place by a later hand) "Tal- 
bot the fiure copie." 
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confusion : Wherein if this pretence in the Pope of Borne by 
cartels to make sovereign princes as the Banditti^ and to proscribe 
their lives, and to expose their kingdoms to prey ; if these pre- 
tences, I say, and all persons that submit themselves to that part 
of the Pope^s power in the least degree be not by all possible se- 
verity repressed and punished, the state of Christian Kings will 
be no other than the ancient torment described by the poets in 
the hell of the heathen ; a man sitting richly robed, solemnly at^ 
tended, delicious fare, 8fC. with a sword hanging over his head, 
hanging by a small thread, ready every moment to be cut down 
by an accursing and accursed hand. Surely I had thought they 
had been the prerogatives of Ood alone and of his secret judg- 
ments, Solvam cingula regum, I will loosen the girdles of Kings ; 
or again. He poureth contempt upon princes ; or 7 will give a 
King in my wrath, and take him away again in my displeasure, 
and the like : but if these be the claims of a mortal man, cer- 
tainly they are but the mysteries of that person which exalts 
himself above all that is called Ood, supra omne quod dicitur 
Deus. Note it well, not above God (though that in a sense be 
true) but above alt that is called God; that is, lawful Kings and 
magistrates. 

But, my Lords, in this duel I find this Talbot, that is now be- 
fore you, but a coward ; for he hath given ground, he hath gone 
backward and forward, but in such a fashion, and with such in- 
terchange of repenting and relapsing, as I cannot tell whether 
it doth extenuate or aggravate his offence. If he shall now 
publicly in the face of the court fall and settle upon a right 
mind, I shall be glad of it, and he that would be against the 
King's mercy I would be mought need the King's mercy : but 
nevertheless the court will proceed by rules of justice. 

The offence therefore wherewith I charge this Talbot, prisoner 
at the bar, is this in brief and in effect : TTial he hath main- 
tained and mainlaineth under his hand a power in the Pope for 
the deposing and murthering of Kings. In what sort he doth 
this, when I come to the proper and particular charge, I will de- 
liver it in his own words without pressing or straining. 

But before I come to the particular charge of this man, I can- 
not proceed so coldly ; but I must express unto your Lordships 
the extreme and imminent danger wherein our dear and dread 
Sovereign and in him we all, nay all Princes of both religions. 
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(for it is a common cause,) do stand at this day, by the spread- 
ing and inforcing of this furious and pernicious opinion of the 
Pope's temporal power : which though the modester sort would 
blanch with the distinction of in ordine ad spiritualia, yet that is 
but an elusion; for he that maketh the distinction will also 
make the case. This peril, though it be in itself notorious, yet 
because there is a kind of dulness and almost a lethargy^ in this 
age, give me leave to set before you two glasses, such as certainly 
the like never met in one age ; the glass of France, and the glass 
of England. In that of France the tragedies acted and executed 
in two immediate Kings ; in the glass of England, the same or 
more horrible attempted likewise in a Queen and King imme- 
diate, but ending in a happy deliverance. In France, Henry III. 
in the face of his array, before the walls of Paris, stabbed by a 
wretched Jacobine firier. Henry IV. a prince that the French do 
surname the Great, one that had been a saviour and redeemer of 
his country from infinite calamities, and a restorer of that 
monarchy to the ancient state and splendor, and a prince almost 
heroical, (except it be in the point of revolt from religion), at a 
time when he was as it were ready to mount on horseback for the 
commanding of the greatest forces that of long time had been 
levied in France, this King likewise stilletted by a rascal votary, 
which had been enchanted and conjured for the purpose. In 
England, Queen Elizabeth of blessed memory, a Queen com- 
parable and to be ranked with the greatest Kings, oftentimes 
attempted by like votaries, Sommervile, Parry, Savage, others, 
but still protected by the watchman that slumbereth not. Again, 
our excellent sovereign King James, the sweetness and clemency 
of whose nature were enough to quench and mortify all malignity, 
and a King shielded and supported by posterity ; yet this King 
in the chair of majesty, (his vine and olive branches about him,) 
attended by his nobles and third estate in Parliament ; ready in 
the twinkling of an eye, as if it had been a particular dooms-day, 
to have been brought to ashes, dispersed to the four winds. I 
noted the last day, my Lord Chief Justice, when he spake of this 
powder treason, he laboured for woi'ds, which though they came 
from him with great efficacy, yet he truly confessed, and so must 
all men, that that treason is above the charge and report qf any 
words whatsoever. 

* Spelt * lytargyo,' in Bacon's own hand ; tlie clause being interlined. 
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Now^ my Lords^ I cannot let pass, but in these glasses which 
I spake of, besides the facts themselves and the danger, to shew 
you two things; the one the ways of Ood Almighty, which 
turneth the sword of Rome upon the kings that are the vassals 
of Rome, and over them gives it power; but protecteth those 
kings which have not accepted the yoke of his tyranny from the 
effects of his malice : the other, that (as I said at first) this is a 
common cause of princes; it involveth kings of both religions; 
and therefore his Majesty did most worthily and prudently to ring 
out the alarum-bell, to awake all other princes to think of it seri- 
ously and in time. But this is a miserable case the while, that 
these Roman soldiers do either thrust the spear into the sides of 
God's anointed, or at least they crown them with thorns, that is, 
pricking and piercing cares and fears, that they can never be quiet 
or secure of their lives or states. And as this peril is common to 
princes of both religions, so princes of both religions have been 
likewise equally sensible of every injury that touched their tem- 
poral. Thuanus reports in his story, that when the realm of 
France was interdicted by the violent proceedings of Pope Julius 
the second, the King, otherwise noted for a moderate prince, 
caused coins of gold to be stamped with his own image, and 
this superscription, Perdam namen Babylonis i terra ; of which 
Thuanus saith himself had seen divers pieces ; so as this catholic 
king was so much incensed at that time, in respect of the Pope's 
usurpation, as he did apply Babylon to Rome. Charles the fifth 
emperor, who was accounted one of the Pope's best sons, yet pro- 
ceeded in matter of temporal towards Pope Clement with strange 
rigour, never regarding the pontificality, but kept him prisoner 
thirteen months in a pestilent prison, was hardly dissuaded by 
his council from having sent him captive into Spain, made sport 
with the threats of Frosberg the Oerman, who wore a silk rope 
under his cassock, which he would shew in all companies, tell- 
ing them that he carried it to strangle the Pope with his own 
hands. As for Philip the fair, 'tis the ordinary example, how 
he brought Pope Boniface the eighth to an ignominious end, 
dying, mad and enraged, and how he styled his rescript to the 
Pope's buU, whereby he challenged his temporal, SciatfatuUaa 
vestra, not your beatitude, but your stultitude ; a style worthy to 
be continued in the like cases ; for certainly that claim is mere 
folly and fury. As for native examples here, it is too long a 
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field to enter into tbem. Never kings of any nation kept the 
partition-wall between temporal and spiritual better in times of 
greatest superstition. I report me to King Edward I. that set 
up so many crosses^ and yet crossed that part of the Pope's juris- 
diction^ no man more strongly. But these things have passed 
better pens and speeches : here I end them. 

But now to come to the particular chaise of this man, I must 
inform your Lordships the occasion and nature of this offence : 
There hath been published lately to the world a work of Zaarez^ 
a Portuguese, a professor in the university of Coimbra, a confi- ^ 
dent and daring writer, such a one as TuUy describes in de- 
rision, nihil tarn verens, guam ne dubitare aliqua de re vide' 
reiur : one that fears nothing but this, lest he should seem to 
doubt of any thing. A fellow that thinks with his magistrality 
and goose quill to give laws and manages to crowns and scepters. 
In this man's writing this doctrine of deposing or murthering 
kings seems to come to a higher elevation than heretofore ; and 
it is more arted and positived than in others. For in the pas- 
sages which your Lordships shall hear read anon, I find three 
assertions which run not in the vulgar track, but are such as 
wherewith men's ears (as I suppose) are not much acquainted ; 
whereof the first is. That the Pope hath a superiority over kings, 
as subjects, to depose them, not only for spiritual crimes, as 
heresy and schism, but for faults of a temporal nature, foras- 
much as a tyrannical government tendeth ever to the destruc- 
tion of souls. So by this position kings of either religion are 
alike comprehended, and none exempted. The second, that after 
a sentence given by the Pope, this writer hath defined of a series, 
or succession, or substitution of hangmen or bourreaux,^ to be 
sure, lest an executioner should fail ; for he saith, that when a 
king is sentenced by the Pope to deprivation or death, the exe- 
cutioner who is in first place is he to whom the Pope shall com- 
mit the authority, which may be a foreign prince, it may be a 
particular subject, it may be general to the first undertaken 
But if there be no direction or assignation in the sentence special 
nor general, then de jure it appertains to the next successor ; (a 
natural and pious opinion; for commonly they are sons, or 

' In the margin opposite this sentence the following note has been crossed out : 
*' Que : Of the Christen name of Zuarez, and of the title of the booke." 
s Spdt'burreos'intheMS. 
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brothers^ or near of kin^ all's one, so as the successor be appa- 
rent, and also that he be a catholic). But if it be doubtful^ or 
that he be no catholic, then it devolves to the commonalty of 
the kingdom ; so as he will be sure to have it done by one 
minister or other. The third is, he distinguisheth of two kinds 
of tyrants, a tjrrant in title, and a tyrant in regiment. The tyrant 
in regiment cannot be resisted or killed without a sentence pre- 
cedent by the Pope ; but a tyrant in title may be killed by any 
private man whatsoever. By which doctrine he hath put the 
judgment of kings^ titles (which I will undertake are never so 
clear but that some vain quarrel or exception may be made unto 
them) upon the fancy of every private man ; and also couples 
the judgment and execution together, that he may judge him by 
a blow, without any other sentence. Your Lordships see what 
monstrous opinions these are, and how both these beasts, the 
beast with seven heads, and the beast with many heads. Pope 
and people, are at once let in, and set upon the sacred persons 
of kings. 

Now to go on with the narrative ; There was an extract made 
of certain sentences and portions of this book, being of this na- 
ture that I have set forth, by a great prelate and counsellor upon 
a just occasion ; and there being some hollowness and hesitation 
in these matters (wherein it is a thing impious to doubt) dis- 
covered and perceived in Talbot, he was asked his opinion con- 
cerning these opinions, in the presence of the best : and after- 
wards they were delivered to him, that upon advice and sedaio 
ammo he might declare himself; whereupon under his hand he 
subscribes thus ; 

May it please your honourable good lordships : Concerning these 
doctrines of Zuarez, I do perceive by what I have read in his 
book that the same doth concern matter of faith, the controversy 
growing upon exposition of Scriptures and councils, wherein (being 
ignorant and not studied) I cannot take upon me to judge. But I 
do submit mine opinion therein to the judgment of the catholic 
Roman church, as in all other points concerning faith I do. And 
for matter concerning my loyalty, I do acknowledge my sovereign 
Liege Lord King James to be lawful and undoubted king of all 
the kingdoms of England, Scotland, and Ireland, and I will bear 
true faith and allegiance to his Highness during my life. 

William Talbot, 
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My Lords^ npon these words I conceiye Talbot hath com- 
mitted a great offence^ and such a one^ as if he had entered into 
a voluntary and malicious publication of the like writings it 
would have been too great an offence for the capacity of this 
court. But because it grew by a question asked by a council of 
estate^ and so rather seemeth in a favourable construction to 
proceed from a kind of submission to answer than from any ma- 
licious or insolent will^ it was fit according to the clemency of 
these times to proceed in this manner before your Lordships : 
and yet let the hearers take these things right ; for certainly, if a 
man be required by the Council to deliver his opinion whether King 
James be king or no? and he deliver his opinion that he is not, 
this is high treason : but I do not say that these words amount 
to that ; and therefore let me open them truly to your Lordships, 
and therein open also the understanding of the offender himself, 
how far they reach. My lords, a man's alliance must be in- 
dependent and certain, and not dependent and conditional. 
Elizabeth Barton, that was called the holy maid of Kent, affirmed 
that if King Henry VIIL did not take Catharine of Spain again 
to his wife within a twelvemonth, he should be no king : and this 
was treason. For though this act be contingent and future, yet 
the preparing of the treason is present. And in like manner, if 
a man should voluntarily publish or maintain that whensoever a 
bull of deprivation shall come forth against the King, that from 
thenceforth he is no longer king, this is of like nature. But 
with this I do not chaise you neither ; but this is the true lati- 
tude of your words. That if the doctrine touching the killing of 
kings be matter of faith, then you submit yourself to the judgment 
of the catholic Roman church : so as now (to do you right) your 
allegiance doth not depend simply upon a sentence of the Pope 
of deprivation against the King; but upon another point also,—* 
if these doctrines be already, or shall be declared to be, matter of 
faith. But, my Lords, there is little won in this. There may be 
some difference to the guilt of the party, but there is little to the 
danger of the King. For the same Pope of Rome may with the 
same breath declare both. So as still upon the matter the 
King is made but tenant at will of his life and kingdoms, and 
the allegiance of his subjects is pinned upon the Pope's acts. 
And certainly, 'tis time to stop the current of this opinion of ac- 
knowledgment of the Pope's power in temporalibus, or else it will 
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sap and supplant the King's seat. And let it not be mistaken 
that Mr. TsJbot's offence should be no more than refusing the 
oath of all^iance. For it is one thing to be silent^ and an- 
other thing to affirm. As for the point of matter of faith, or 
not of faith, to tell your Lordships plain, it would astonish a man 
to see the gulf of this implied belief. Is nothing exempted from 
it ? If a man should ask Mr. Talbot whether he do condemn 
murther, or adultery, or rape, or the doctrine of Mahomet, or of 
Arius, instead of Zuarius ; must the answer be with this ex- 
ception, that if the question concern matter of faith (as no ques- 
tion it doth, for the moral law is matter of faith), that therein he 
will submit himself to what the Church shall determine? And 
no doubt the murther of princes is more than simple murther. 
But to conclude (Talbot) I will do you this right, and I will not 
be reserved in this, but to declare that that is true, that you came 
afterwards to a better mind ; wherein if you had been constant, 
the King out of his great goodness was resolved not to have pro- 
ceeded with you in course of justice : but then again you started 
aside like a broken bow, so that by your variety and vacillation 
you lost the acceptable time of the first grace, which was not to 
have convented you. Nay, Til go further with you: your 
last submission I conceive to be satisfactory and complete ; but 
then 't was too late ; the King's honour was upon it ; it was 
published and day appointed for hearing ; yet what preparation 
that may be to the second grace of pardon, that I know not : 
but I know my Lords out of their accustomed favour will admit 
you not only to your defence concerning that that hath been 
charged, but to extenuate your fault by any submission that now 
God shall put into your mind to make. 

It is plain enough from the tenour of the concluding remarks that 
the object of this proceeding was to enforce submission upon the 
point in dispute, but not to inflict any further punishment: and 
though the sentence of the Court was a fine of 10,000/., it does not 
appear that Talbot was required to pay it ; and when the rest of his 
countrymen returned to Ireland he was allowed to go with them.^ 

4. 
What particular communications passed between the King and 
the " Undertakers/' I have not (as I said) been able to discover. 
> Pesid. Cur. Hibern. toI. l p. 321. 
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But there is some reason to believe that he put to them the question 
which Baoon suggested ; that they in reply submitted to him their 
proposition ; and that he referred it to bis Learned Oounsel for their 
report. It is certain that some proposition relative to the coming 
Parliament, and involving a variety of questions, was referred to them 
by the King some time before the 17th of February : and it is not 
likely to have come from the Council of State, because it was not 
till the 16th that the Lords of the Council made up their minds to 
recommend the calling of a Parliament at all.^ Of the nature of the 
proposition however we know no more than can be gathered firom 
the following letter to Somerset ; which though signed by all the 
Learned Counsel is written throughout in Bacon's own hand, and may 
be presumed therefore to have been drawn up by him. 

To THE R. Hon. oub ybrt good L. thb Eabl op Somerset^ 

OP HIS M.'S MOST HON, PBIVY CoUNCIL.* 

It may please your good L. 

Such has been our instant business of service^ whereof we 
are able to make his M. a daily and almost hourly account^ as 
we could not meet in conference touching the propositions for 
Parliament delivered to us by his M.^till this present day. 

This day we have met twice ; the forenoon amongst ourselves^ 
and the afternoon in presence of my L. Chancellor ; and do 
find the matters (being weighty and of very several natures) so 
unfit for a sudden answer^ as we must become humble suitors to 
his M. both to give us further time of deliberation^ and also^ be- 
cause when we shall come to give an opinion it will (in many 
of them) be upon such differences and limitations as will exceed 
the length of a letter^ that his M, will give us leave to deliver our 
conceit by word of mouth ; where also his M.'s own questions, 
which are ever judicious and apposite, may help us to give his 
M. better satisfaction than of ourselves we are able to direct. 
So concluding our humble service to your L. we rest 
At your Lps hon. commandments, 

Edw. Coke. 

Henry Hobabte. 

Fr. Bacon. 
This Thursday at even H. Montagu. 

the 17th of Feb. 1613. Henry Yelverton. 

> 8. P. Dom. James I., yol. Ixxti., No. 22. 

* 8. P. Dom. JameB I., yol. Ixxvi., No. 26. Original : all in Bacon's hand. 
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Of what passed between the King and his Learned Counsel in the 
consultation which, I presume, followed, no record that I know of 
has been preserved. But in his Coundl of State in the meantime the 
dissentient party had at last given way. A resolution had been 
passed that it was expedient to call a Parliament with as little delay 
as possible. With that view the petition of grierances had been 
perused, and a selection made of those which might without pre- 
judice be redressed.^ And in a list which has been preserved of the 
titles of several bills to be drawn or to be further consulted upon, we 
may trace the resultant of the various forces that were acting upon 
the government. 

The first eight of these being described as bills to be drawn ** upon 
certain of the propositions exhibited onto his Majesty," I take them 
to be the practical result of the King's communications, first with 
the " Undertakers,*' and afterwards with his Learned Counsel ; the 
*' propositions exhibited unto his Majesty " being those which they 
had submitted in answer to the question which by Bacon's advice he 
had put to them ; the " bills to be drawn " upon them being the 
" following and pursuing " by the government of such of them as 
were reported by the Learned Counsel to be *' fit." The remainder 
of the list, — consisting of bills to be drawn *' upon other heads be- 
sides those that were propounded," of " secret bills," and of " other 
bills to be propounded, not yet consulted upon," — represents pro- 
bably the policy of the regular advisers of the government, and the 
measures which they thought it expedient to urge, or to offer, or to 
acquiesce in : and though it is but a list of titles, it will be found to 
throw so much light upon the whole business and history of the 
coming session, into the details of which, as of an event of immense 
consequence, I shall have to enter minutely, that I have thought it 
worth printing in extenso as it stands. 

I take it from two different manuscripts ; the first containing only 
a few heads, but being a contemporary transcript in a hand frequently 
employed by Bacon, and made probably under his direction ;* the 
other being merely a collector's copy,' but apparently complete. 

Bills to he draton by his Ma*"*' most gracious direction far the good and 
comfort qf his people upon certain qf the propositions exhibited to his 
Ma''^ and to be offered to the Parliament 

1. An act for the passing the accounts of Sheriffs, Esoheators, Collec- 
tors of Subsidies, Tenths, Fifteenths and Aids, without charge or 
delay. 

> S. P. Dom. James I., vol Ixxvi., No. 23. 16 Feb. 161S-4. 

» Cott. MSS. Tit P. if. f. 845. » Harl MSS. 6268. A. f. 45. 
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2. An act for the better avoiding secret offices and inquisitions to be 

taken on his Ma^y" behalf to the prejudice of his subjects. 

3. An act giving authority to certain Commissioners to review the state of 

penal laws, to the end that such as are obsolete and snaring may be 
repealed, and such as are fit to continue and concern one matter may 
be reduced respectively into one clear form of law. 

4. An act for the safeguard and relief of the King^s tenants and farmers 

in case of forfeiture for non-payment of rent. 

Bills to be drawn by his M^'*' most gracious direction for the good and 
comfort qf his people^ upon certain other qfthe propositions exhibited 
to his Majesty, to be read4f if they be sued for by his Commons, 

1. An act for the ordering of the respect of homage to be with less 

charge and trouble to his Ma^'* subjects. 

2. An act for the avoiding of the trouble and charge of the King's sub- 

jects in the pleadings of the Exchequer in case of alienation by the 
King's tenants. 

3. An act for the admitting of the King's subjects to plead the general 

issue and to continue their possession in certain cases upon informa- 
tions of intrusion exhibited against them. 

4. An act for the repeal of a branch of the statute of 34^. H. 8. concern- 

ing the alteration of laws in Wales without Parliament. 

Here the Cotton manuscript ends. But in the Harleian collection 
there is a paper, docketed '' A copy of all the Acts ;" which under 
the head of " Bills of Grace drawn with his Ma*^'* direction " eon- 
tains the same eight titles, with only a few verbal variations ; together 
with these following : — 

9. An act against the long, continuance of Liveries, and unnecessary 

bringing in of evidence into the Court of Wards. 

10. An act against the vexation of his Ma^" subjects by the assigning of 

debts unto the Crown. 

11. An act for making the estates of attainted persons liable for the pay- 

ment of their^ just and true debts. 

Further remembrances by his Ma*y. 
Touching carts taking. 
Touching the assert lands. 
Touching a liberal pardon. 

This completes the first division : the matters contained in which 
would appear by the title of the next to have all belonged to the 
heads " that were propounded :" that is, to have been meant to give 
effect to the propositions of the ** Undertakers." Those which follow 
I take to be propositions emanating from the Government itself. 

' In MS. "liable unto the Parliament of other." 
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Bills to be drawn hff kis Ma*'** mo$t graeious direction for the general 
good qf the commonwealth^ upon other heads besides those that were 
propounded. 

1. An act against extortion, and for declaring the jnit and ancient fees of 

Courts. 

2. An act for the limitation of [the] number of attorneys in the King's 

Courts. 
8. An act against the receivers and maintainers of pirates. 

4. An act for the repressing of duels and challenges and the trial of such 

dueb as shall be performed beyond the seas. 

5. An act against the bringing in and disposing of seditious books oon« 

coming the Pope's authority. 

In the margin opposite these last fiye titles is written ^ Civil Pa- 
licy." The next four, though marked as a separate class by the 
recommencement of the numbers, are not included under any general 
description. 

1. An act against (qu. for P) the restraint of building in or near London, 

and against inmates and dividing of tenements. 

2. An act against the intolerable waste and consumption of gold and 

silver in unnecessary vanities. 
8. An act for the breeding and preserving of timber and woods. 
4. An act for the supply of the laws concerning depopulation and tillage. 

Memorial qf secret bills.^ 

1. An act for the naturalizing of the Count Palatine and issues between 

him and the Lady Elizabeth. 

2. An act for the better administration of justice and for the declaration 

and limitation of the jurisdiction of Courts. 

8. An act for the beautifying and better government of the city of London, 
and the suburbs of the same. 

4. An act for the suppressing and supply of Boroughs of Parliament ac- 
cording to the present state of tiie towns of this realm. 

6. An act for the better proceeding in the plantation of Ireland. 

6. An act for the increase of the wealth of this realm by fishing with busses. 

7. An act for a more perfect constitution for the uttering of cloths dressed 

and undressed. 

8. An act for the declaration and conformation of the reasonable liberties 

of corporations. 

9. An act against usury. 

10. An act concerning a more certain order in granting letters of adminis- 

tration. 

' B;^ ' secret ' bills I suppose to be meant measures under oonsideration of the 
Council, which it was not thought expedient to divulge ; that so they mi^t be 
brought forward or kept back according to the turns and exigencies of the time. 



1613-U.] BILLS TO BB OFFBEED TO PABLIAMENT. 17 

Other Bills to he propounded^ not yet consulted upon. 

1. An act for the moderating of excessiye prices of yictaals and other com- 

modities. 

2. An act fgr the better policy and government of strangers inhabit- 

ing. 
8. An act against deceit in weights and measures. 
4. An act for the suppressing of certain liberties and exempted places. 
6. An act for the better plantation of Virginia and, supply thereof. 

6. An act. to limit the fees of Serjeants, Counsellors at Law, and their 

clerks. 

7. An act to take away the clause of the statute that doth restrain the 

bringing in of barrelled fish, whereupon a monopoly is founded 
having a non obstante. 

8. An act to give the fourth part of the penalties of alehouses and inn- 

holders to those that will inform. 

9. An act [that] there may be burgesses and knights for the County Pala- 

tine of Durham. 

10. An act to make a haven at Astworth in the County of Devon. 

11. An act to punish abuses upon the Sabbath day. 

12. An act for the naturalising of the two daughters of Sir Horatio Vere. 

13. An act for the naturalising of Elizabeth Meere. 

14. An act to confirm a decree made in Chancery to confirm the inheri- 

tance of Sir Thomas Windham, knt., against a grant made to the 
late Q. Elijsabeth and Burtram. 

15. An act to restrain Brewen and Alehouse keepera to be justices within 

any corporation. 

16. An act to confirm a decree of customs made between HeuTy Jemegam 

and his furmers. 

17. An act to enable Sir William Sandes to make his wife an annuiiy of 

the manor of Motford against the Lord Sandes and against the heir 
of the said William Sandes. 

18. An act for the selling of certain lands of Sir William Forth in 

Suff. 

19. An act to reform abuses in making brick and tyle. 

20. An act for the preserving of the records of the sessions of the 

Peace. 

21. An act to reform .deceit in dyeing silk. 

22. An act to enable Sir Warwick Heale to make leases of his lands for 

three Hves. 

23. An act for the establishing of the hospital appointed by the will of 

the £arl of Dorset. 

24. An act to enable Dame Jane Skinner to have her dower of Castle 

Camps and other manors. 
26. An act to enable William Fletcher of Fleethall in Sussex to sell cer- 
tain lands. 

26. An act to reverse a decree in Chancery for Sir Bowland Lacye. 

27. An act to avoid fees exacted by Customers, ControUers, their clerks 

VOL. V. C 
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and other oncers, and that merchants may pass away their goods 
after the custom compoonded for. 
[28.] An act for to limit a time for the begining of suits. 

Those readers who have accompanied me thus far will recognize in 
the above list many measures with the names of which they are 
familiar, either as suggested by the petition of grievanoes, or as form- 
ing part of the/' retribution '* offered in the G-reat Contract, or as 
brought forward independently by Bacon himself in Parliament or 
otherwise, in the interest of the Commonwealth : measures for the 
removal or mitigation of the various inconveniences and vexations 
arising out of the old feudal tenures ; measures for the suppression 
of practices injurious to society, such as piracy and duelling ; measures 
for the protection and encouragement of trade and commerce, accord- 
ing to the political economy of that day ; measures for the better 
and cheaper administration of justice, for the furtherance of coloniza- 
tion, for the suppression of abuses in various kinds, and for en- 
forcing by statute-law injunctions or prohibitions, believed to be 
salutary, but for which admonitions by Boyal Proclamation were not 
only ineffectual, for want of penalties that could be legally enforced 
in case of disobedience, but mischievous, because of the jealousy which 
they excited and the pretensions which they seemed to imply. And 
if we may take the titles (being all we have) as indicating the policy 
and intentions of the government, it is impossible, I think, to look 
through the list without feeling that, however the want of money 
may have been the immediate occasion of calling this Parliament, it 
was not the less called for the dispatch of divers weighty affairs 
affecting the great interests of the kingdom ; and that if the Parlia- 
ment could have met the government in a corresponding spirit, the 
result might have been a session memorable to after times for the 
number of good laws enacted in it. 

There were rocks in the way, however, which it required discreet 
steering to avoid. On the subject of Impositions, the King, in his 
answer to the petition of the Commons on the 10th of July, 1610, 
though he hfid conceded a great deal, had not conceded enough to 
satisfy them. The scantiness of the supply which they then con- 
sented to vote was ascribed especially to their resentment of his re- 
solution to maintain the existing impositions as last arranged by 
Salisbury, even though accompanied with a promise to impose no 
more; — a resolution which he had since reiterated.^ Now I do not 
find that anything had occurred since 1610 to make that controversy 
easier of settlement. For I cannot think that a proposition which 

* See Vol. IV. pp. 206 and 281, 
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seems to have been urged by Sir Heniy Neville would have answered 
the parpose ; namely, that a grant should be made to the King for 
his Hfe by FarliaAent of the existing imposildons : since it was re- 
commended on the very gronnd that it wonld make no substantial 
difference in either of the points which were most stood upon ; either 
the constitutional question of the right to impose, which was a matter 
of immense importance for the future, or in the actual pressure of 
the tax, which was the immediate grievance.^ So that if they were 
not satisfied with the King's offer in 1610 to ** assent to an act by 
which his power should be suspended from imposing any more upon 
merchandises wit^ut consent of Parliament,^ it is difficult to con- 
ceire why they should have been better satisfied now with the ar- 
rangement proposed by Neville. With regard again to the Eccle- 
siastical Grievances, which were left very much as they were, I do 
not find that anything had happened either to make the people for- 
get them or to reconcile the King to their removal. Nor does it ap- 
pear that the ** Undertakers " had any measure on this head to re- 
commend. For though Mr. Ghirdiner has " little doubt that if Neville 
had been caUed on to speak plainly, he would have pointed |o the 
ecclesiastical grievances as those which it was most necessary to 
redress ;"' — ^yet as he was not restricted to the answering of ques- 
tions asked, but delivering himself of a piece of free and voluntary 
advice, and professing to offer as complete a collection as he could of 
the " things which had been by several men desired to be obtained 
of his Majesty for the good of his people ;" and as he made no men- 
tion whatever of Ecclesiastical Grievances either in the memorial or 
the collection which accompanied it ; — if we may not infer that they 
were not the grievances which seemed to him to stand most in need 
of redress, we must at least conclude that he had no practical measure 
of redress to suggest. 

With combustibles of this kind lying so near the surface, and so 
ready to take fire, a safe passage could only be secured by more dis- 
creet behaviour on both sides than in their present temper could well 
be expected from either. But the experiment was to be made. 



5. 

The writs were out before the end of February: and during March 
all England was busy with the election of knights and burgesses for 

* See a paper in Sir H. KeTille*8 hand, entitled *' Beaeons to prove that the 
course propounded doth no way prejudioe his Mijesty*B right or claim of imposing, 
Dor abndge his profit." Ck>tt. MSS. Tit. F. iy. fo. 344. 

' VoL IV. p. 204. » Hist, of England, vol. ii. p. 189. 

c 2 
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a parliamentaij campaign in which questionB were to be dealt with 
that were interesting to eyerybody. Bacon, we have seen, though 
&r from thinking that such a business ought to be left to chance, 
without any care taken to promote the election of the better sort of 
candidates or hinder that of the worse, had neverthelesB warned the 
King against ** brigues and canyasses,** — which, he said, ** would but 
increase animosities and oppositions," and would also destroy the 
moral yalue of success — " making whateyer should be done to be in 
eyil conceit with the people in general afterwards.*' But when such 
esger passions and such strong personal interests were enlisted on 
both sides, it was impossible to preyent seal from oyerflowing. There 
was a great deal of canvassing, and the effect of it upon popular 
opinion was exactly what Bacon anticipated, and showed itself im- 
mediately. As early as the 8rd of March we find Chamberlain re- 
porting to Carleton, — "Here is much justling for' places in Parlia- 
ment, and letters fly from great persons extraordinarily: wherein 
methinks they do the King no great seryice, seeing the world is apt 
to censure it as a kind of packing.'* It is true that the interference 
was not generally successful. " Letters and countenance *' (he writes 
again on the 17th) " proye not so powerful as was imagined, eyen in 
the meaner boroughs." But that did not mend the.case. If they 
were ineffectual, it was because the adyerse party was too strong. 
Where they failed to overcome opposition, they would exasperate 
and strengthen it. And the result of the election was the return of 
a House of Commons in which two-thirds of the members had neyer 
been in Parliament before ; — heavy odds against order and regula- 
rity, and that conformity to ancient usage by which alone any nu- 
merous popular assembly can be preserved from mere distraction and 
confusion. 

In the meantime the near approach of the day fixed for the meet- 
ing of the new Parliament had at length forced the King to choose a 
secretary of state ; it being absolutely necessary that the Gbvem- 
ment should be represented in the House by somebody who was in a 
position to lead. And very unlucky he was, either in having no one 
to choose who knew the House of Commons, or in not choosing such 
a one from those he had. To commit a new team to a driver to whom 
whip and reins are new is the way to be upset. To commit the ma- 
nagement of the King's business in a new House of Commons, 
elected under circumstances so novel and so critical, to a man who 
had never seen the inside of any House of Commons and was almost 
a stranger to England, having spent his life in employments abroad, 
was the way to have the King's business miscarry. And yet such 
a person was Sir Balph Winwood : — a man of good character, good 
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abilities, and considerable experience ; who had done valuable service 
as minister in France and in Holland i but whose experience was 
not English, whose manners were rough and ungracious, and who 
was so new to Parliament that (as was observed at the time) " the 
first person he heard speak in that place was himjself.'*^ He had 
returned to England in September, upon hope of the vacant secre- 
taryship, and so had had the benefit of half a year's study of the state 
of opinion in the country : on the 26th of March he was sworn in : 
and on the 5th of April he had to take his place in the House of 
Commons, as principal minister of the Crown. 

6. 

What with undertakers in Parliament, what with electioneering 
in the country, what with a House of Commons containing so many 
who had had no experience in its forms and orders of proceeding, 
what with a leader who had had no experience of the nature and 
temper of the House, — Bacon must have begun, before March was 
out, to feel anxious about the issue. Nor could he have felt quite 
easy as to the manner in which the King would get through his own 
part ; which though very fit for him to learn, was not one for which 
nature had accomplished him. To assume an air of personal indif- 
ference to matters about which he was in fact extremely and reason- 
ably anxious, was not an easy task for one of the most unaffected 
men, I do not say that ever reigned, but that ever lived. But it was 
what he had to try to do. Since Salisbury's death he had been his 
own prime minister. His manner of dealing with his new Parlia- 
ment was to show what the effect had been of looking into his affairs 
himself, and what his own nature was, when seen without any inter- 
posing medium. He was to ** proceed with his Parliament in a more 
familiar and yet a more princely manner." Unfortunately (though 
it was a misfortune connected with some of his best qualities), he 
did not know how to be princely where he was familiar, nor to be 
familiar where he was princely. As a man, he had no reserve ; as 
an official, he had no condescension. To assist him in his task, Ba- 
con drew up (whether by direction or as a voluntary offering, I do 
not know) a sketch of the speech which he wished him to make to 
the two houses when they met ; for a copy of which, with permission 
to include it in this collection, I am indebted to Mr. David Laing, 
the possessor of the original manuscript. Taken in connexion with 
the memorials of advice printed in the last chapter, and with another 
of the same kind which I shall print a little further on, it will be 

* Chimiberlain to CarMo^, 7 April 1^14* 
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found to be a verj valuable paper ; both as showing haw Baeon pro- 
posed to unite the princely and the familiar in the King's demeanour 
to his Parliament, and as filling up the outlines of his former advice 
in several particulars. For I take it that the things which he would 
have had the King encourage the people to expect from him, were 
the things to which he wished him to commit himself. To some 
courses indeed he was already committed, not by Bacon's advice but 
agamst it, and these had to be accepted and made the best of. The 
policy of opening the session with an ostentatious offer of popular 
concessions under the title of ** Bills of Grace," by way of inviting a 
corresponding liberality from the Lower House, was the policy of the 
" undertakers," and would not have been recommended by him : but 
being resolved on, it had to be dealt with and the best colour put 
upon it. The negotiations with the *' undertakers " themselves were 
also (as we have seen) impolitic in his opinion ; and the rumour of 
them had already done mischief; insomuch that he thought it neces- 
sary for the King to take notice of it in his speech, and endeavour 
to allay the discontent which it had excited, by disclaiming all reli- 
ance upon the service of particular persons in the House. These 
were difficulties which he would not have had to deal with, if the 
King had acted from the beginning by his advice. But in the main 
I think we may take this memorial as expressing his idea not only of 
the tone and manner which the King should assume in addressing 
his Parliament, but of the policy which he should make up his mind 
to pursue. 

An ostensible occasion for calling a Parliament at this time — an 
occasion unconnected with the money question, and upon which no 
difference of opinion could arise — ^^was conveniently supplied by the 
birth of the King's grandson ; upon which some congratulatory de- 
monstration from the two Houses was a thing natural and politic, and 
agreeable to the feelings of the nation. A glance at the political 
state of Europe (naturally suggested by the political considerations 
connected with the marriage of which the new-bom child was the 
issue) would introduce the subject of supply of treasure, not with 
reference to the King's personal debts and difficulties, but as a con- 
dition without which England could not be expected either to hold 
her own among the other Powers in case of disturbance, or to pur- 
sue at home a policy as liberal as might otherwise be preferred. 
Thence it would follow, by a natural consequence, to speak of the 
abortive proceeding of the last Parliament, to disavow the policy out 
of which it grew, and explain the difference of the course which (now 
that he had looked into the matter with his own eyes, and was acting 
on his own judgment) he meant to pursue with this. And in con- 
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nexion again with this would foUow, by a transition equally natural, 
some intimation both of what he hoped from them now, and what 
they might expect from him, wheneyer his affiiirs should be so settled 
as to let him act as he would. Under which head an announcement 
of his determination, with or without their help, to sot his finances 
straight at once, and then to make a thorough reform in his financial 
administration, — and especially to keep always apart from the rest 
and sacred to its proper uses, whatever provision was required for 
the public services, — would doubtless be received with great satisfac- 
tion and would silently remove out of the way the most reasonable 
objection to liberality in subsidies ; namely, that they were not al- 
ways applied to the purposes for which they were granted. 

According to this scheme, whatever it was expedient to communi- 
cate to the Parliament, either in the way of information or admoni- 
tion or warning or promise, could be conveyed quite naturally and 
decorously, without either begging or expostulating or rebuking or 
threatening. And though it was not to be supposed that the King 
wanted anybody to show him how to make a speech, it might help 
him to conceive the situation ; and if he took in the idea, he might 
work it out in his own way with very good effect. How far he suc- 
ceeded, it is not easy to say ; for in a matter which turns upon the 
judicious management of words, the best reports of his speech which 
I have seen are not full enough or accurate enough to judge by. 
That he had Bacon's advice in his mind, and was trying to act 
upon it, is evident all through. But I gather that he did not play 
very well a part for which he had no great fancy. " On Saturday, in 
the afternoon " (says Chamberlain), '* the King made a speech to the 
whole assembly in the Great- Banqueting-Chamber, wherein he laid 
out his wants, and descended as it were to entreating to be relieved, 
and that they would show their good affection towards him in such 
sort, that this Parliament might be called ' the Parliament of Love.* 
In which kind, to begin and train them in the way, he offered them 
certain graces and favours, not in the way of merchandising (which 
course he will not allow, nor cannot abide to hear of) but of mere 
goodwill and motu proprio,^^^ From this it would seem that he had 
- shown a good deal too much of the seamy side of his meditations, and 
had not been altogether successful in producing the impression which 
Bacon wanted. The paper which follows is to be regarded -there- 
fore rather as the completion of Bacon's advice as to the course 
which the King ought to hold with his Parliament, than as the com- 
mencement of the history of the session. 

^ Chamberlain to Carleton, 14 April 1614. 



24 LXTTEBS AND UFB OF FRANCIS BACON. [Chap. L 

Memorial op some points which may be touched in 
HIS Majesty's speech to both houses. 

Tha worda of the Timt his Ma. conceiveth they come up with minds to 
wnt contain direo- ^ . , , * .1 . 1 v .^ 

tkni. perfoim the contents of the wnt whereby they are sum- 

moned ; which calleth^ not to bargain, nor to declaim, or 
to make long and eloquent orations, but to give counsel 
and consent in the hard and important causes of the King- 
dom. And therefore that it were but to wrong and dis- 
parage themselves if from counsellors they should turn 
HifM. will not merchants or scholars. But of this his M. will speak no 
KT^^hiS^ ^^^ ' '^^ *** ^® ^ resolved this Parliament to trust his 
self: subjects and to leave them to their own good affections ; 

and that what he hath now to say shall be not so much to 
firame them and work with them, as to express himself: 
HblLforaier that he hath formerly given them mirrors of himself, and 
poMtaon. those true and clear as they proceeded from him ; but that 

still there was some ipterposition, which is now removed. 

That his Ma. will use this division for their better 
memory. 
1. OMisetofoall- First to let them know the causes of the calling of 

fagtw. Parlia. ^y^^ ParUament. 

8. The manner of Secondly to declare thQ manner of the proceeding 
Sri^tem resolu- which his M. meaneth to hold this Parliament. 

tionaofhisM. And lastly to acquaint them with certain of his in- 

tentions and resolutions, which though they do not 
properly and only concern the Parliament business, 
yet they may have some pertinent relation there- 
anent. 

Three regards in That his Majesty in calling this Parliament hath cast 

^gthisParlk- ^ ^^ ^f j^g^j^ rp^ j^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^^^ . ^^ j^.^ ^^^^^ . 

1. TohialCtfa- and to his people. 

2. Td^eCrown. ^^^ ^^^ ^^ own house his M. must acknowledge that 
a. Tothe People, rince the last meeting (Jod hath mingled his cup with 

CovosBvnro his sorrow and joy ; so as his M. may say (but inverting the 
^hSlJ t^^' ^'^®0 Dtminus abstvJU : DominuB dedii. Sit nomen Domini 
God bath t^en etc: it having pleased God (howsoever he hath taken his 
the iMt Pariia- ^^^ fruittf) yet stiU to maintain the number of his M's 
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posterity as it was^ and the masculine number of his poste- 
rity as it was^ and also to add a descent in making him a 
grandfather. And therefore his M. is desirous upon an 
occasion of so great comfort to receive a public demon- 
stration and testimony from his Parliament of their parti- 
cipation therein^ by an Act of Naturalisation of the Co. Aotof NatanOica- 
Palatine^ his sou-iQ-law^ and the issues of the Lady Eliza- p2! etc ^ 
beth his daughter : wherein as for the Co. Palatine his M. 
will boldly say that they never made so noble an English- 
man (they may have bred as noble in the person of their 
Kings^ but they never made one so noble by Act of Natu- 
ralisation) he being extracted from the imperial race of 
Emperors^ and the royal race of the house of Bourbon that 
now reigneth in France. And as for the issues of his 
daughter^ his Ma. understands himself right well^ that 
there is Limdnare Majus and lAiminare Minus in this case. 
For as for the Crown (whereof he hopeth they see the heir The difference, be- 
before their eyes, the Prince Charles, his son) if it should ^^tto ttS'^ 
fall to his daughter's issues, it needs no help of Parliament, 
but is as the Sun that hath light originally from itself; 
otherwise than that they may make an Act of Declaration 
of it, as they do in the Acts of Recognition. But for other 
inheritances and abilities, which may concern her issues 
to whom the Crown shall not fall, that is as the Moon, 
that borroweth light, and requireth help from the King 
and Pariiament, wherein his Ma. knoweth they will most 
readfly and joyfully concur. And so much for that which 
concemeth his own house. 

For that which concemeth his crown. and state, it is not Covcsaxisa ms 
unknown neither to his privy Council in respect of his di- J^smbT" 
rections, nor to foreign princes in respect of the despatches, 
nor to his subjects in general by means of the vacancy of 
some principal places, that for these last two years his M. His M.tjnoe the 
hath been content to undergo the principal travel and hath nuuiaged his 
jnanage of his affairs in his own person ; and therefore he business more in 
is not now without a survey both of his own kingdoms ^^^®"^' 
and of the state of Europe at this time : (if his o£Bcers had 
made as good surveys of his lands as himself hath done 
of his estate, he should have lost less in his sales than he 
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hath done). That not entering into particolars, which are 

Arcana Imperii^ and not to be diFnlged, his Ma. may truly 

More reMon of affirm that there hath been many times of war in this na- 
Bupply of treasure . ,., ^^^..^ - 

in the nature of tion^ wherein there hath not been^ m true reason of estate, 
Jhii tTiLny^^ ^ Sffcat cause of supplying the King with treasure as there 
of war. is now in this time of peace. For wars have been often 

su M. ma^ be made upoti glory, and were such as mought be proceeded 
"ScrTa^ ^'ulee ^ ^' givcu ovcT at pleasure. But this state is at this time 
whether he wUi not environed with many occasions which may surprise them if 
Ueu^$^th€^ there be not provision of treasure in omnem eventum: That 
Hate qf Ireland besides the peril of the estate in case of wars and troubles, 
they may think what a prejudice it is to the Crown and 
Empty coffers ex- kingdom for his M. to be known to have his coffers empty 
tTSie^teuilu ^^^ ^ ^ indebted; for that there can be no negotiation 
treaties and pro- nor treaty, be it of marriage, commerce, failer of justice 
r^^s,^Qgh i^ foreigners, or whatsoever, but it maketh the foreigner 
in time of peace. ^ stand upou proud terms, and to presume to work his 
own conditions. Nay it emboldeneth the foreigner not 
only to treat a cavallo, but actually to encroach and affront 
the state, thinking it impuissant to resent of injuries. And 
lastly his Majesty shall have a true trial of the loving affec- 
tions of his subjects, if they shall deal kindly and worthily 
with him in freeing and settling both his mind and his 
His M. without estate at once, whereby he may the better exercise not 
treasure is not Q^ly the political part of his office in that whidi concemeth 

only disabled m 

the politic part the public, but cvcn the very economic, by setting himself 
^t m the eoono- q^^. ^f interest, making provisions before hand, taking things 
at just prices, and the like, which yet hitherto he hath never 
been able to do. That therefore this matter of supply of 
Treasure was the second cause at calling this Pariiaraent 
His M. will not &nd upon the grounds before remembered. For to speak 
tETuiMiiM^ to his Parliament in the language of an Accountant by 
an Accountant, setting forth the particulars of his debts, charge and re- 
nw rfa^^t** ^®^^®' ^' '^ ^^ Imguage of a Merchant by crying of his 
royalties to sale, or in the language of a Tyrant by telling 
them that he most set upon the tenters his laws and pre- 
rogatives, if they will not supply him, — ^they were courses 
that were never his own ; his Ma. being rather willing to 
rest upon their affections than to conclude them by neces- 
sities : And so much for that that concemeth the Crown. 
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For that which conoerneth his M/s people, that his M. CovcEaxvta va 
(to speak jdainly) was willing to call a Parliament to the 
end that both he mooght know his snhjecto better and 
his subjects likewise monght know him better than it 
aeemeth that the last Parliament they ^d. At which time The last Parlia- 
his Ma. oonceiveth there was much misunderstanding. For S'SJ^LSbStt^ 
by labouring and breaking off in things inconvenient or and rain hopes, 
impossiUe, it could not be discerned what measure of kind- b^^^^^^uie 
ness and good afiSection on either part would have been aflRwtiont either 
used in things convenient and possible. But that now ^ ' ^ p«>P*«- 
his Ma. for his part is reserved not to entertain his people 
with curious tides and vain hopes, but to prevent words That his M. this 
with deeds and petitions with grants : wherein his Ma. for piJ^J^^oids 
their comfort doth let them know that he intendeth to with deeds, 
send down upon them (as the Scripture sayeth) both the 
first and the later rain : for he will send them down in the 
end of the Parliament a bountiful pardon, and at the first Promise of » 
entrance hath given order to possess them ¥dth such Bills aodof mdoua 
of Grace and relief as cannot be matched in example in bills, 
the time of any his progenitors, and will descend as a new 
birth^right and advancement to all their posterity. For as 
Bishop Gardiner was wont to say that he meant to be Bishop 
an hundreth years after his death, meaning it by the long 
leases which he had made ; so his Ma. in a contrary sense 
would be glad it should be said that King James were King 
many years after his decease in the benefits and grants and 
good laws which he made for the good of his subjects. And 
if any man thinketh that his Ma. doth this chiefly to draw 
on a large gift from his subjects at this time when he 
needeth them, his M. will say this one word and desireth 
it may be remembered ; that when his Ma. shall find his 7^ ma^ Aom a 
state recovered, which with the good help of his subjects tacit r^erence to 
he hath vowed seriously and mstantly to go thorough with, tnA<i# to be done 
they shall find his Ma. more ready then than now to con- ^^Jgf^'**^**' 
fer upon them other things which now it were not season- 
able to think of; so that they may conclude that the state 
that his Ma. standeth in now doth put back his bounty, 
and not draw it on. And so much for the causes of the 
calling of this Parliament. • 
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The pointeof dif- For the course that his Ma. purposeth to be holden in 
oeedingsof iluB this ParUament^ That his Ma. will distinctly lay forth onto 
S^l^*"* "^ **^®™ ^ ^**** points the proceedings of this Parliament 

will differ from the proceedings in the last Parliament. 
SL P^li^^^ The first is that in the last Parliament his Ma. took upon 
him the person of a merchant^ and they took upon them 
the persons of purchasers or contractors. But that in this 
Parliament his Ma. will hold himself to the person of a 
gracious King and leave them to the persons of loving and 
kind subjects. That in bargains the manner is for either 
part to hold hard for themselves ; but in kindness the true 
proceeding is for either part chiefly to take care of the 
other. Charitas non quarii qtue sua sunt. The King to 
take care of his subjects^ and the subjects to take care of 
their King. And this in short his Ma. hopeth will be the 
frame and constitution of this Parliament. 
Grieranoes or The second is that whatsoever shaU proceed by way of 

§nwm Sto Bills g^*^ ^^ ^^^ Majesty, or by way of grievance or petition 
according to the from them, that it be according to ancient custom of Par- 
Parliament, liament put into several bills ; for that is the way to avoid 
misunderstanding, to save time, and to produce a real effect. 
And if there be anything of a tender touch, wherein it is 
fit that first leave be obtained of his Ma. before it be offered 
by way of Bill, his Ma. will be graciously pleased at all 
times to vouchsafe the free access upon such a particular ; 
for as for this compiling of grievances in a miscellany col- 
lection it breedeth much rumour and little effect; for while 
one grievance stayeth for another all is arrested till the 
end of the Parliament, whereas divers of them mought have 
been put in way of remedy in the mean time. 

The third is that his M. is graciously pleased that those 
things which concern the interchange of free gifts and 
graces between his Ma. and his people may chiefly be 
handled in the Lower House whom it principally con- 
Tedious confer- cemeth; and not drawn into tedious conferences with the 
Sbtobe^^tfed Lo^ds more than the occasions emergent may require. That 
except the oeca- his M. is well assured that there is none now in the Upper 
won spec House that seeketh his own glory, or to draw the eyes of 
both houses upon him ; but that my Lords will be most 
willing to give their God's blessing upon his Ma/s bounty 
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and the alacrity of his Commons^ and busy themselves in 
the mean time in such Bills of Honour and Policy as may 
concern the ornament safety and strength of the Common- 
wealth. 

And lastly his Ma. hopeth that the dock being thus set^ This Parliament 
as the last session of Parliament b^an early and brake up part in desize to 
late, so this session of Parliament that began late shall end ^^^^^ H^ 
betimes, and end in a mutual desire to meet speedily again. 

Now it resteth that his M. do let them understand cer- Hib M. bmolv- 
tain of his princely resolutions, wherein he will be con- ™^ ^^ ihikk- 
stant and invariable. 

Whereof the first is. That as he will not, for all the He will qmt no 
treasure in the world, quit any point of his just power of p^e^, nei^r 
sovereignty and monarchy, but leave them (as they are) ^^ ^ by oon- 

, , . . , , . . , 1 . , tinuance of reign 

sacred and inviolate to his posterity, so on the other side still rise and 
it shall not be with hb Ma. as it is commonly with Kings, f^^^"^"" *^® 
by continuance of reign still to gather and rise upon their 
subjects in points of Prerogative, but they shall find him 
more moderate the last day than the first ; so that their 
condition may be amended and shall be sure not to be im- 
paired. 

Another is that his M. hath fully resolved and vowed ?" ?5^ ^ ^'^ 
to free his estate at once, and not to endure any longer either out of his 
the afflictions or temptations of a King in want. That hJ^^'J^ ^d ^. 
there be but two means to do it| the one out of his own 
means and the other by the help of his subjects. That 
for the former his Ma. seeth thorough it and knoweth 
his way ; and hath set it down to himself; But then it 
must be with some diminution of the patrimony of his pos- 
terity and perhaps with the withholding of some favours 
and eases which pass daily from the Crown to his people. 
But his Ma. is confident upon their loves and afiections, His Ma. aatureth 
that he shall not be driven to that course : And that this shaU go to £e 
he will assure them, that whatsoever they shall give by '»•«• intended. 
way of help, there was never gift that should be more rightly 
bestowed according to the mind and intent of the giver than 
this shall be ; for that his Ma. hath set down to himself so His Ma. meaneth 
to distinguish his receipts, as there shall never be thereafter J^^^^himself 
any more arrears, but always competent store for that which that there shall be 
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no more Mrrean, ooncernelh puUic seryioM : amongst which his Ma. doth 
Btonior^htA aoooont the acquittiiig of his present credit; for that he 
which oonoera- joth esteem it bat half a fortune to hare means wtdxiat 

eth publio temoe. ^ 

kope^pag^msni Another is^ That his M. woold have them to take no 
%SS!^ MMi apprehension nor shadow of some vain bruits^ as if his M. 
relied much upon the service in Parliament of a few men. 
His Ma. relieth That his Ma. would take it for a derogation not only to their 
oolw m!n^i^ier- nierit, but to his own greatness and majesty, to be beholden 
JhS^riLmOTl ^ Particulars in that which ccmcemeth the body of his 
1»at apon the kingdom. And that he is not ignorant of the constitution 
who]0 bodjr. of the lower house, that he that wauid be first 9haU be 
last ; And therefore that his Ma. is resolved this Parlia- 
ment not to single out any man for thanks, no nor for 
blame, exoept the cause should be very extraordinary, but 
to take things as proceeding from the kindness and good 
will of the house in general, as the true representative 
body of his Commons. 
Hit Ma. in his na- And the last is, with which his M* will conclude, that 
liament. ' he would not have them mistaken in his nature concern- 

ing his affection for the holding of Parliaments. For how- 
soever things may have been represented unto him the 
last Parliament, to breed a diffidence in him touching his 
Parliament (the errors and mists whereof his Ma. hath 
since discovered) yet that his Ma. in his own disposition 
(as may appear in the kingdom where he was bred) hath 
ever loved a Parliament, for it is for kings to dislike a Par- 
liament that through stupidness or pride are like images 
and statuaes, and have no fit composition to treat with 
their people ; which is sO far from his M. as for his part 
(were it not for the charge of his subjects, or furder doubt 
that it should be to draw more money from them) his M. 
could wish the ancient statutes were put in ure of holding 
a Parliament every year. 
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CHAPTER II. 

A.D. 1614. AfBIL-JuNE. JtTAT. 54. 

X 

1. 

Though the goTernment candidaiea bi(d been defeated in many plac^^ 
Bacon himself had found no difficulty in obtaining a seat. He had 
been returned at the same time for St. Alban's, for Ipswich, and 
(though the &ct was not known to Willis) for^Cambridge University,^ 
to which he had been appointed standing Counsel, and had also 
made himself agreeable the last Christmas by contributions of veni- 
son to the college festivities.^ The election did not pass without 
opposition : but it appears to have been directed entirely against the 
second candidate ; whom indeed the Yice-Chancellor pronounced to 
be ineligible, and refused to return ; and whose return was effected 
at last by a proceeding which seems to have been quite out of order. 
Whether the opposition was really on political grounds, and what it 
meant, or whether it meant anything, I cannot clearly make out. 
What is certain is that the members elected, — Bacon and Sir Miles 
Sandys,' — represented the large majority of votes. 

But though he obtained his seat thus easily for three several con« 
stituendes in the country, he very narrowly escaped losing it upon 
an objection unexpectedly taken in the House ; an objection of no 
good omen for the King's business. He had been returned for Cam- 
bridge University on the 2nd of April ; on the 5th he elected to serve 
for that place, and took the oaths. On the 8tb, question was raised 
whether, being Attomey-Gbneral, he was eligible.^ Whereupon a 
Committee was appointed " to search for precedents where any At* 
tomey-General to any King or Queen of this realm hath been chosen 
and served as a member of this House.' "^ By an odd accident it 

^ 8. P. Bom. James I. toL Ixxvii, No. 12. 

* Chamberlain to Oarlton, 28 Dec. 1613. 

* Chamberlain to Carlton, 14 April, 1614. S. P. Dom. vol. 77. No. 7. The Cam- 
bridge BegiBter represents Dr. Barnabas Gooch as Bacon's oolleagne, and says 
noimng abont Sir Miles Sandys. 

* C. J. p. 466. " Whether Mr. Attorney-General may be chosen (commending 
his ports, serrice, etc.) in respect no precedent that an Attorney-General chosen." 

» Ibid. 
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turned out that there was no precedent exactly in point. Privy 
Councillors had constantly been elected and served : King's Serjeants 
had been elected and served : King's Solicitors had been elected and 
served : and no objection had ever been taken. Nay the Attorney- 
General himself had, in the very last Parliament, served; but then 
he bad been elected before he became Attorney-General ; and there- 
fore his case was adjudged to be no precedent. Upon the report of 
the Committee to this effect, a long debate arose which ended in a 
resolution very creditable to Bacon personally, but singular as a con- 
stitutional decision ; namely that for the present Parliament Bacon 
should be allowed to remain, but that after this Parliament no At- 
torney-General should serve as a member of the House.^ The prin- 
ciple therefore that the Attorney-General was ex officio ineligible, 
(grounded of course, or pretended to be grounded, on precedent) was 
affirmed ; but a special exception was made in favour of the occasion 
and the man. 

This I say was a bad omen of the disposition of the House towards 
the King's business. For it could not be doubted that the absence 
of any precedent exactly in point was merely an accident; while on 
the other hand it was not less plain that the course of precedents, 
rightly interpreted, was in favour of the Attorney's serving, and not 
against it. For upon what principle could he be excluded, that did 
not apply with equal force to the Solicitor and the rest of the Learned 
Counsel ; and indeed to the Secretary of State and all the Privy 
Councillors ? For they were all of them by their office as much en- 
gaged to the Crown as^ he. Now the precedents were in favour of 
all these serving. Nay with regard to the Attorney himself, the 
question had never been raised till the Parliament immediately preced- 
ing ; and how was it settled then ? After being slightly stirred, it was 
silently dropped, and the Attorney allowed to hold his seat } which 
certainly seems very like a silent acknowledgment of his right to 
sit. And as for the distinction that was drawn between the two 
cases,— viz. that the last Attorney had been elected before his ap- 
pointment, whereas this had been appointed before his election, — ^as 
if a member might be Attorney-General but an Attorney-General 
might not be a member, — there was clearly no sense in that : the in- 

> C. J. p. 460. 

> 22 Not., 1606. ** Touching Mr. Attorney, it was maoh disputed what should 
be the question. . . . The House upon this grew to division and by division to con- 
fusion ; for they were not numbered, nor one part well understandinff another 
they settled again, and made a new question : tw. 2. Whether a rule should be 
made of it : and by voice overruleid that no question diould be made of it, but 
the matter should rest ; and so was understood and left at that time. 

" 24 Nov., 1606. Mr. Attorney came in of himself and continued by connivance 
without other order." C. J. p. 324. 
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terfering duties and dbturbing influences involved in the office being 
precisely the same in both. Therefore that they were forced by their 
precedents and by a fear of innovation to take the exception (however 
it might be pretended for decency and allowed to pass from polite- 
ness) no man could really believe. The truth is that the exception 
was itself an innovation, — an innovation suggested by a growing 
jealousy of the influence of the Crown over the deliberations and 
votes of the Commons ; which was the more ominous because nothing 
had as yet proceeded from the King himself but offers of grace and 
concession, and assurances of affection and confidence. And though 
it may seem at first sight that the special exception made in favour 
of the Attorney on this occasion indicated a more complying disposi- 
tion towards the King, I am rather inclined to attribute it to a 
confidential intimation that he had charge of the Bills of Oraee,^ and 
a fear (for that part of the King's business they were ready enough 
to advance) that those bills could not be got on so well without 
him. 

2. 

But besides the ill omen for the future, there arose out of this one 
positive and present disadvantage. The question had been raised on 
Friday the 8th of April, and was settled on Monday the 11th: Bacon 
being in the meantime sequestered from the House. During the in- 
terval the King had made a second speech, in which (following the 
advice of the '' undertakers ") he anticipated the demands of the op- 
position by announcing the favours and graces which he meant to 
bestow upon them, — not in the way of bargain (he assured them), ox 
as looking for anything in return, but merely out of kindness. To 
make such a declaration in such a manner that it should produce any 
good effect, was no easy task for anybody, and particularly difficult 
for the King, because it was not true, and required great art of words 
to make it plausible. Something however might have been done by 
a skilful reporter ; and the task of reporting the King's speech to 
the House should properly have been undertaken by Bacon. In his 
absence, it was performed by Sir Henry Yelverton, the new solicitor, 
who did it with unction enough, no doubt ; but not (I think) in such 
a style as to impart to it that air of confidence and serenity and 

* Note of Sir Boger Owen's speech : " King's privy and learned counsel suffered i 
fixr that they haye oft made motions for the common state. — That he hath reoeiyed 
this morning advertisement from honourable persons* why now special cause he 
should serye : which not fit to be disooTered here pubUoly, but will priyateh^ 
inform any roan that cause (for matter of state this Parliament) he should he 
this Parliiunent of the House/' etc. (0. J. p, 469.) — Crew's speech : " For oonve- 
niency, the Bills of Ghraoe drawn by the King's Counsel ; his presence therefore 
necessary." (Ibid. p. 460.) 

VOL. V. D 
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simple munificence TPrithout regard to consequences, which was re- 
quisite (after what had passed before) to redeem it from the charac- 
ter of an offer in a bargain. In such a matter much would depend 
upon the spirit in which the message was delivered, and as Bacon 
knew best what kind of impression the King wished and meant to 
make, he would have been best able to give effect to his meaning in 
reporting it. But the report had to be made on the morning of the 
11th of April, and the decision of the House upon his own case was 
not pronounced till the afternoon of the same daj. In substance it 
consisted of an enumeration of the titles of the eleven bills which 
stand first in the list given in the last chapter ; — ^ bills to be drawn 
upon the propositions exhibited to his Majestj*' — those which were 
^ to be ready if sued for/' as well as those to be offered, — with some 
explanation of their provisions. 

The next day Bacon took his seat again in the house ; and must 
have looked about him with some anxiety to see what weather was 
coming. The prognostics were not encouraging. After a motion 
against some monopoly, which was referred to the Committee for 
petitions, we read in the Journals the following note :— > 

« jifr. Middleton : That the heads of the matters of Grace tend to the 
gentility, not to cities, boroughs, burgesses or merchants : offertih a hill 
Cimceming ImposiHotu.** 

That could bode no good. What next ? 

" Sir Maurice Berkley, — against Ecclesiastical Courts." Ending with a 
motion for a Committee to draw a bill ; and followed by Wentworth and 
Hoskins. 

It was clear then that the offer of the Bills of Grace had not 
stopped the mouths of the discontented. But it was a main point of 
Sir Henry Neville's plan of operations that the question of supply 
should be " proposed betimes and followed close aflerward :'* and it 
seems to have been hoped that if it could be pressed to a resolution 
while the House was still under the first emotion and before ^hey 
had time to talk, the enchantment would be strong enough to carry 
it through. As soon therefore as Hoskins sate down Secretary Win- 
wood got up, and after setting forth the miseries of the State for 
want of moneyj—'^the navy in danger of dissolution ; the Cautionary 
Towns for want of pay like to mutiny; Tyrone, encouraged by the 
disorders in Ireland, treating with the Pope to come over next sum- 
mer; troubles in Germany; France and Spain upon the point of 
uniting by a double marriage ; England through her poverty exposed 
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in all other parts to contempt and scorn ; — and comparing the King's 
offered graces to another Magna Charta ; concluded bj moving for a 
cheerful and speedj contribution. 

The House of Commons was so new a region to Sir Ealph Win- 
wood, that he did not perhaps know how unusual a course he was 
taking. A motion for supply in the first week of the session, in a 
time of peace, was a thing without precedent ; and the first two 
speeches that were made upon it showed how distasteful it was. The 
sense of the House was evidently against giving any answer at pre- 
sent. The motion, it was thought, came too early, and should be 
deferred till the Bills of Grace were brought in. Sir Julius Caesar 
added further particulars in illustration of the inconveniences of an 
empty exchequer ; but varied the motion by proposing to refer both 
matters — the King's wants, and his offers of grace — to a Committee 
and a sub-Committee. Bacon followed, but ended with still a dif- 
ferent motion : and as the notes of his speech are in this case full 
enough to indicate its general tenour, and it is a matter of no small 
interest in the study both of his character and policy to know how 
he tried on an occasion so critical to make the best of the business 
as he had to deal with it, — I once made an attempt to fill up the gaps 
and construct a report of the substance of his speech. The speech 
which I constructed will supply as good a commentary as I can offer 
upon the imperfect record in the Journals, and I give it as I drew it 
up long ago. That every reader may know how much is of my own 
composition, I print the original notes at the bottom of the page.^ 
But this, or something like this, is what I suppose him to have said. 

' ** Mr. Attorney: — Sithence thej pleased to iretam him, the best offices he can ; 
if dismissed him, the best wishes he could. — 

All pertinent speeches to one of these three ends : 1. Information of the matter : 
2. To persuade consent : 3. To trace out the best means to effect the thing pro- 
ponnded.— 

Little remaining to him in any of these three kinds. The first already delivered 
by them to whom properly belongeth. — To consider what hangeth over us, viz. 
danger ; what upon us. Want. — 

Some times of peace, for defence, a supply of treasure, as well as some times of 
war ; which some time upon a flag of glory or flash of revenge, which may be 
pUTMied or left at pleasure. But when a state environed with envious foreigners 
on the one part, and encroachments on matter of trade on {he other side, and re- 
ligion BO much questioned ; our peace may flatter us, not secure us. — The state of 
Soiopo never so dark.— To look a year before him, trouble the best watchman in 
Surope.— Provision of arms for travelling in the night, as well as going to war. — 
What treaty with strangers, for wrongs, but basely on our part, and gloriously of 
thor part, while we in wants ? No private man more subject to sheriflb than a 
statei, in want, to surprises. — ^Treasure as a ballast of a ship. 

2. Persuasion here nee<iless and unwise. — A wise man should make a fire ; for 
can let it alone, when bumeth well, — The fire of your affection kindled by the 
King's spf^ch. — The King's graces shine and warm : no need of a little burning- 
class. The King hath made such a track in almost all the points of his Preroga- 
tive, as the footsteps of King James will ever remain. — Joy to him that this done, 
whoi he the procurator of the King's prerogative. The King's Prerogative grow- 

d2 
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Spebch in bufpobt of a Motion fob Supflt. 

The Attomey-Oeneral thaBked the House for their fiEtvonr in 
allowing him to remain. If they had diamiased him^ they should 
have had his best wishes; since they were pleased to retain him^ 
they should have his best offices. 

For the matter before the House^ there were but three ends at 
which a p^inent speech should aim, — ^to explain how the case 
stood ; to persuade consent ; uid to trace out the best means of 
eflfecting the thing propounded. And after what had been spoken 
by those before him to each of these points, there remained little 
for him to add. 

For the first, they were to consider the state in which the 
kingdom stood ; what dangers hung over it, and how they were 
provided to meet them. And let no man think because they 
were in peace that they were out of danger. It was not the 
mere being at war or being at peace that made danger imminent 
or distant, and a supply of treasure for provision against it neces- 
sary or unnecessary : it was the much or little, the nearness or 
remoteness, of the materials out of which dangers are bred. A 
house of wood was in greater danger every night, than a house 
of stone when the next street was burning: more things might 
happen that would set it on fire. In like manner, a state of 
peace which may be turned into war at another's pleasure, is 
fuller of real peril to a nation than a state of war which may be 
exchanged for peace at one's own. A war, for example, which 
was undertaken as wars sometimes were only for a flag of glory 
or a flash of revenge, was no great matter, for it might be pur- 
sued or it might be left according to convenience. But contra- 
riwise when a state, though not actually at war, was yet sur- 
rounded (as they now were) by envious foreigners on one side 
watching opportunities for hostile attack, by rival neighbours on 
the other watching advantages to encroach upon trade, having 

eth stronger by oontinuanoe : not like a bow-ttrinff or watch. Contrary here ; for 
more now than at fint. — ^That when his means shaU aboand he will in grace inper* 
abound. 

** The means, a Committee i bat of the whole House. — 

** The King distaneoished between laws of bargain, and matual affection. One 
holdeth hard ; the oUier passeth over itself, and careth for the other. In a bar- 
sain, the last word an advantage; contrary here. — DuleU tractu$ pari jngo. — Tlie 
Kine's business and Commonwealth to go together: as an inception from the King 
for the one, so to be done in the other. — ^No particular committee nor subcommittee | 
but the whole House.'* C. J. p. 462. 
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at the same time so plentiful a source of troubles both within 
and without indifferences of religion,— the outward face of peace 
might flatter them into negUgenoe, but their only real security 
was to be prepared for war. Let them cast their eyes abroad, 
and consider the state of the continent ; when was the future so 
dark ? He thought it would trouble the best watchman in Eu- 
rope to look a year before him. Surely if Bngland was not as a 
man going to war, she was at least as a man travelling in the 
night ; and the one needed arms as well as the other. As long 
as they were in want, what security could they have either 
against invasion or against wrongs ? As long as they were in 
want, and known to be so, not a treaty could be made with 
strangers, but basely on their part and gloriously on the other. 
For he would tell them that a State without provision of treasure 
had no more freedom of action than a private man that was in 
debt ; the one being not more subject to sherifb than the other 
to surprises. Therefore to say that they needed no supply of 
treasure now because they were now at peace, was to say that a 
ship might go to sea without ballast, because the water seemed 
smooth. They might sail well enough till the wind rose, but 
the first flaw would upset them. 

As for persuading them to consent to that which the safety of 
the kingdom required, he trusted it was needless. Their affec- 
tions had been kindled by the King's speech. To move them 
further would be to stir a fire that burned well already. The 
King, in offering to part with so many things of his own for the 
relief of his subjects, had set them an example which it was for 
them to follow by offering him a supply sufficient to maintain 
the strength and dignity of the state. And if any man thought 
that the King was but parting with that which he found it 
troublesome to keep ; as if his prerogative were growing weak 
with age, and he were willing to give up something in order to 
strengthen and secure the rest; — he was never more mistaken* 
For the prerogative (and glad he was, as the procurator and 
diampion thereof, to find it so) was never more sound and 
vigorous. It was but kept better within its banks, and the 
banks were thereby made the stronger. His Majesty had made 
such a track in almost all the points of it, that the footsteps of 
King James would ever remain. Unlike a bow-string or watch 
that became weaker with time, the King's prerogative grew 
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stronger bj continuance and was more confirmed and settled 
now than at first. And if any man, on the other hand^ should 
take alarm at this^ as fearing that the balance might go too 
much on that side, — surely he had no cause for such jealousy -, 
seeing that the graces and benignities of the Crown increased 
with its strength, and that the King was never so liberal in 
giving away his own for the good of his people, as now when he 
had both most occasion and most advantage to keep it for him- 
self; thereby plainly showing that the limit of his beneficence 
was not in his mind but in his means, and that when his means 
should abound his grace would superabound* 

For the course to be taken, he wished the question of supply 
to be considered in a committee of the whole house, and to pro- 
ceed pari passu with the Commonwealth Bills. They would thus 
meet the King's offers in a corresponding spirit. They were 
now, as the King had told them, not upon a bargain, but upon 
an interchange of affection ; and they should shape their course 
accordingly. In a: bargain, each party works for himself, and 
the question is ever which shall have the last word. In an in- 
terchange of affection, each cares for the other, and the struggle 
is which shall make the first offer. The King had got the start 
with his offers of grace ; it was for them to follow the example 
and meet him with an offer of supply. — And so he concluded for 
no particular committee, nor subcommittee, but a committee of 
the whole house. 

If nothing had occurred to excite the jealousy of the Commons, it 
is possible that they would have been content to go into Committee 
upon the question of supply, under the conditions proposed. But 
the notes of the debate which followed, though far from indicating a 
disposition to be illiberal in the matter of money, show plainly that 
the '^ animosities and opposition'* which Bacon had apprehended 
from the *' brigues and canvasses " of which he had heard, were al- 
ready eager and active. For upon the drst mention of the word 
" undertaker," the whole House opened upon that scent in full cry, 
and then arose a confusion of tongues, criminating, recriminating, 
excusing, deprecating, from which one can only gather that the sore 
was too tender to be touched even with the healing ointment ; and 
which ended in a resolution to defer the particular consideration of 
the question (with a general understanding however that they were all 
in favour of a liberal supply) till after Easter — which was still ten 
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days off. And the next day, instead of going into Committee of 
BQpply, they appointed a Committee to consider of a message to the 
King "to intimate the protestation of the House against under- 
takers."^ It is clear therefore that the motion, whoever adyised it, 
was premature, and that the policy of '* beginning betimes and fol* 
lowing close" was not likely to answer. 

8. 

The appointment of this Committee, whose deliberations appear 
to haye lasted long, procured a quiet interval in the House ; during 
which the Bill for the naturalization of the Count Palatine was 
brought in by Bacon and (after an amicable conference with the 
Lords upon an amendment) read a third time and passed. But 
though the undertakers were wrong in supposing that they could 
carry their points if they went fast enough, they were right in appre- 
hending that delay would make difficulties. On. Monday, the 18th 
of April, upon the second reading of '' an act concerning taxes and 
impositions upon merchants," more signs of storm appeared. The 
notes indicate an animated discussion — ^animated, though all on one 
side — and a general disposition (which was the most stormy symp- 
tom of all) to have the question of the right of imposing settled be- 
fore they proceeded with the question of supply. Most of the 
speakers were amongst the ablest men of the House, and the posi- 
tion they all took was that the question had been settled in the last 
Parliament, that it was not to be argued any more in the House, 
only the former arguments to be collected and set forth. The judg- 
ment in the Exchequer, though the formal decision of the authorized 
interpreters of the law, was coolly set aside as " erroneous" — a con- 
trary resolution having passed the last House ^* by voice ";^ as if a 
majority of voices in the House of Commons could overrule the judg- 
ment of a court of law upon a question of law. A &int protest at 
the beginning of the debate against the embodying of such an as- 
sumption in an act of Parliament,' seems to have had no effect but 
to bring it out with greater emphasis ; and the absence of all traces 
of further contention in behalf either of the authority of the Bench 
or of the right of the Crown seems to imply that the current of 

" C. J. p. 464. 

' "Mr. Whitloche: That the case for the King's imposing without act of Par- 
liament, by Toioe of the House then ruled : not now therefore to go back." 0. J. 
p. 467. 

' ** iSi»r Oeorge Moore: That laid in the Bill, that the former Impositions laid, 
to be against the law : where a judsment for it directly in the Exchequer, that at 
stood wairanted by law. Moreth Uiat point may be disputed before it be com- 
mitted." 0. J. p. 466. 
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opinion ran too strong that iray to be opposed. Bacon — either he* 
cause of his peculiar position in the House (as a member on suffer- 
ance who being retained only for a special service could not properlj 
take a proniinent part in other disputes), or because he had clumged 
his opinion upon the legal question, or because he Saw that opposi- 
tion would only irritate the majority and make them violent — was on 
this occasion silent. So vras Yelverton. And though Sir Henry 
Montague (who was one of the learned Counsel) said something, it 
is impossible to make out from the note in what sense he spoke. The 
second reading passed without any division, and the bill was ordered 
to be committed to the whole House the next day fortnight : that 
was 2\$e9dajfy the 8rd of May. Two days after, they further resolved 
that ''the consideration of his Majesty's supply should not be 
meddled in till Thurgday after Easter week, the fifth day of May, 
and then to be treated of ;^'^ and'so, after some talking about mono- 
polies and elections, the Bills of Grace having (several of them) been 
read once but not further proceeded with, and no other business 
done, they parted on the 20th of April, for their fortnight*s holiday ; 
with but little chance of meeting again in a better temper, the seeds 
of trouble and dissension having been sown much more plentifully 
than those of concord and public spirit. 

4. 

When they reassembled on the 2nd of May, Bacon greeted them 
with four Bills of Grace, and did his best no doubt to make them 
gracious. Of his speech we have only the following notes ; from 
which, however, aided by what we have seen of his sentiments and 
policy in this matter, we may gather the general purport and inten- 
tion, though we cannot judge of the style. 

Mr. Attorney bringeth in four Bills of Grace . . • Will not 
commend the Bills. — ^The King vnll be no merchant. — He fear- 
ful to have the voice of an apprentice to vent the commodities. 
— When secondly read, will then explain : will attend the Com- 
mittee, to give reason and receive reason ; and to pray in aid, if 
cause, of the King's general offer of Grace. — That no meat 
savoury, except the stomach good. — Wisheth no buzzes of un- 
dertaking etc. should not make them taste worse these graces. — 

That the last Parliament built upon contract : Let not that 
cause us to despise these Graces. — ^That the Israelites' fault, in 

^ C. J. p. 409. *'0r" in origmAL 
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loathing manna and dedring flesh, where yet manna better for 
them than the quails.^ 

The four acts following were then brought in^ and read a first 
time^ 

An act for making the estates of attainted persons liable for the pay* 
ment of their just and true debts. 

An act giying authority to certain Commissioners to review the state of 
penal laws, to the end that such as are obsolete and snaring may be re- 
pealed ; and such as are fit to continue and concern one matter, may be 
reduced respectively into one clear form of law. 

An act agfdnst secret offices and Inquisitions to be taken on his Ma* 
jesly^s behalf, to the prejudice of his subjects. 

An act for admitting of the Sing's subjects to plead the general issue, 
and nevertheless to continue their possessions. 

This passed quietly. But the next business was the report of the 
Committee about the undertakers. They had been appointed on the 
13th of April, upon the motion of Sir Boger Owen, with instructions 
*' to consider of what course fittest for a message to the King, to in* 
timate the protestation of the House against undertakers, and to let 
him know, whatsoever shall be done for him shall be merely out of the 
love of the whole House to bim."^ The report was now brought up 
by Sir Boger himself^ but it would appear from the notes that little 
to the purpose had been made out. " Undertakiug '* — in the sense 
of packing and managing the Lower House for the King— appears 
to have been universally condemned, but also universaUy disclaimed. 
The doctrine in condemnation of it was carried indeed extravagantly 
far, for it was condemned as being in violation of an order passed in 
the last Parliament *' that no man but the Speaker might go to the 
King to confer with him about Parliament business"— an order 
passed just before the dissolution, and the passage of which was 
one of the immediate causes of the resolution to dissolve* — and it 
was declared ** that undertakers, if any, be worse than the Powder- 
traitors" — apparently because while they were equally guilty of con- 
spiring to " blow up" the House, they were doing it in a more subtle 
and secret way ; for the Powder-traitors " would have blown us up 
with force." No case seems to have been made out, however, against 

> O.J. p. 470. « O.J. p. 464 

' " It was in this manner that inquiring yeiy ouriouslj of all the oircumstanoes 
and causes of the last adjournment, and why it was so earlj done and so few pre- 
sent . . . and I having answered that U was to preveiU the enUring (jf their order 
thai none should her^^fter repair io his M, about Parliament matters without leane^ 
his M. replied" etc. Sir T. Lake to Salitbuiy, 8 Dec. 1610. Add. MSS. 4160, 
No. 134. 
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anybody in particular, and the conclusion was only that '' the general 
fame " was " sufficient cause of a message to clear the House.** ^ 

But the excitement had now risen too high to be satisfied with a 
simple protestation. If there were (or if it might be that there were) 
among them persons engaged in a conspiracy against the Hoiise more 
dangerous than the Gunpowder Plot, it was necessary to ascertain 
who they were, and to give them the opportunity of clearing them* 
selves, or else to clear the House of them. It was proposed there- 
fore to enlarge the powers of the Committee for that purpose. And 
it is a remarkable fact that though all the speeches of which any note 
was taken were against this course, the yotes went so strongly in fa- 
vour of it that it was carried without a division. 

In this debate Bacon, being a member of the Committee, took a 
prominent part, and delivered the following speech, the preservation 
of which we owe to his own care. It was first printed by Bawley in 
the * Besuscitatio,' and I am not aware that any earlier or independent 
copy IS in existence. 

A Speech delivered by the Kino's Attobnbt, Si& F&ancis 
Bacon^ in the Lowe& House, when the House was in 

GBEAT heat, AND MUCH T&OUBLED ABOUT THE UNDERTAKERS ; 

which were thought to be some able and forward 
gentlemen, who, to ingratiate themselves with the 
King, were said to have undertaken that the King's 

BUSINESS SHOULD PASS IN THAT HOUSE AS HIS MaJESTT 

could WISH. In the Parliament 12® Jacobi. 

Mr. Speaker, 

, I have been hitherto i^ilent in this matter of Undertaking, 
wherein, as I perceive, the House is much enwrapped. 

First, because (to be plain with you) I did not well understand 
what it meant, or what it was ; and I do not love to offer at that 
that I do not thoroughly conceive. That private men should 
undertake for the commons of England I why, a man mought as 
well undertake for the four elements. It is a thing so giddy, 
and so vast, as cannot enter into the brain of a sober man. And 
specially in a new Parliament ; when it was impossible to know 
who should be of the Parliament : and when all men, that know 
never BO little the constitution of this House, do know it to be so 
open to reason, as men do not know when they enter into these 

C.J.p,470. 
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doors what mind themselves will be of^ until they hear things 
argued and. debated. Much less can any man make a policy of 
assurance, what ship shall come safe home into the harbour in 
these seas. I had heard of Undertakings in several kinds. There 
were Undertakers for the plantations of Derry and Colerane in 
Ireland^ the better to command and bridle those parts. There 
were, not long ago, some Undertakers for the north-west passage: 
and now there are some Undertakers for the project of dyed and 
dressed cloths. And in short every novelty useth to be strength- 
ened and made good by a kind of undertaking. But for the 
ancient Parliament of England, which moves in a certain manner 
and sphere, to be undertaken, it passes my reach to conceive 
what it should be. Must we be all dyed and dressed, and no 
pure whites amongst us ? Or must there be a new passage found 
for the King's business by a point of the compass that was never 
sailed by before ? Or must there be some forls built in this 
House that may command and contain the rest? Mr. Speaker, 
I know but two forts in this House which the King ever 
hath ; the fort of affection and the fort of reason : the one com- 
mands the hearts, and the other commands the heads; and others 
I know none. I think JBsop was a wise man, that described the 
nature of the fly that sat upon the spoke of the chariot wheel 
and said to herself, '^What a dust do I raise?*' So, for my 
part, I think that all this dust is raised by light rumours and 
buzzes, and not upon any solid ground. 

The second reason that made me silent was, because this sus- 
picion and rumour of undertaking settles upon no person certain. 
It is like the birds of Paradise that they have in the Indies, that 
have no feet; and therefore they never light upon any place, but 
the wind carries them away : and such a thing do I take this 
rumour to be. 

And lastly, when that the King had in his two several speeches 
freed us from the main of our fears, in affirming directly that 
there was no undertaking to him ; and that he would have taken 
it to be no less derogation to his own Majesty than to our merits, 
to have the acts of his people transferred to particular persons ; 
that did quiet me thus far, that these vapours were not gone up 
to the head, howsoever they might glow and estuate in the body. 

Nevertheless, since I perceive that this cloud still hangs over 
the House, and that it may do hurt, as well in fame abroad 
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as in the King's ear, I resolved with myself to do the part of an 
honest voice in this House, to counsel you what I think to be for 
the best. 

Wherein first, I will speak plainly of the pernicious effects of 
the accident of this bruit and opinion of Undertaking, towards 
particulars, towards the House, towards the King, and towards 
the people. 

Secondly, I will tell yon in mine opinion what undertaking is 
tolerable, and how far it may be justified with a good mind; 
and on the other side, this same ripping up of the question of 
Undertakers, how far it may proceed from a good mind, and in 
what kind it may be thought malicious and dangerous. 

Thirdly, I will shew you my poor advice, what means there are 
to put an end to this question of Undertaking; not falling for 
the present upon a precise opinion, but .breaking it, how many 
ways there be by which you may get out of it, and leaving the 
choice of them to a debate at the committee. 

And lastly, I will advise you how things are to be handled at 
the committee, to avoid distraction and loss of time. 

For the first of these, I can say to you but as the Scripture 
saith, Si invicem mordetis, ab invUem consumemini ; if ye fret 
and gall one another's reputation, the end will be, that every 
man shall go hence, like coin cried down, of less price than he 
came hither. If some shall be thought to fawn upon the King's 
business openly, and others to cross it secretly, some shall be 
thought practisers that would pluck the cards, and others shall 
be thought papists that would shuffle the cards : what a misery 
is this, that we should come together to foul one another, instead 
of procuring the public good 1 

And this ends not in particulars, but will make the whole 
House contemptible. For now I hear men say, that this question 
of Undertaking is the predominant matter of this House. So 
that we are now, according to the parable of Jotham, in the case 
of the trees of the forest, that when question was. Whether the 
vine should reign over them? that mought not be : and whether 
the olive should reign over them P that mought not be : but we 
have accepted the bramble to reign over us. For it seems that 
the good vine of the Bang's graces, that is not so much in esteem ; 
and the good oil, whereby we should salve and relieve the wants 
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of the estate and crown^ that is laid aside too : and this bramble 
of contention and emulation; this Abimelechi which (as was 
truly said by an understanding gentleman) is a bastard, (for every 
fame that wants a head, isfiUuspcpuli), this must reign and rule 
amongst us. 

Then for the Kitig, nothing can be more opposite, ex diametro, 
to his ends and hopes than this. For you have heard him profess 
like a king, and like a gracious king, that he doth not so much 
respect his present supply, as this demonstration that the people's 
hearts are more knit to him than before. Now then if the issue 
shall be this, that whatsoever shall be done for him shall be 
thought to be done but by a number of persons that shall be 
laboured and packed ; this will rather be a sign of diffidence and 
alienation, than of a natural benevolence and affection in his 
people at home; and rather matter of disreputation than of 
honour abroad. So that, to speak plainly to you, the King were 
better call for a new pair of cards, than play upon these if they 
be packed. 

And then for the people ; it is my manner ever to look as well 
beyond a Parliament as upon a Parliament; and if they abroad 
shall think themselves betrayed by those that are their deputies 
and attorneys here, it is true we may bind them and conclude 
them, but it will be with such murmur and insatisfSnction as I 
would be loth to see. 

These things mought be dissemUed, and so things left to 
bleed inwards; but that is not the way to cure them. And 
therefore I have searched the sore,. in hope that you will en* 
deavour the medicine. 

But this to do more throughly, I must proceed to my second 
part, to tell you clearly and distinctly what is to be set on the 
right hand, and what on the left in this business. 

First, if any man hath done good offices to advise the King to 
call a Parliament, and to increase the good affection and confi- 
dence of his Majesty towards his people ; I say that such a per- 
son doth rather merit well, than commit any error. Nay further, 
if any man hath, out of his own good mind, given an opinion 
touching the minds of the Parliament in general; how it is pro- 
bable they are like to be found, and that they will have a due 
feeling of the King's wants, and will not deal drily or illiberally 
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ivith him ; this man, that doth but think of other men's minds 
as he finds his own, is not to be blamed. Nay further, if any man 
hath coupled this with good wishes and propositions, that the 
King do comfort the hearts of his people, and testify his own 
love to them, by filing ofi* the harshness of his prerogative, re- 
taining the substance and strength ; and to that purpose, like the 
good householder in the Scripture, that brought forth old store 
and new, hath revolved the petitions and propositions of the last 
Parliament, and added new ; I say, this man hath sown good 
seed ; and he that shall draw him into envy for it, sows tares. 
Thus much of the right hand. But on the other side, if any shall 
mediately or immediately infuse into his Majesty, or to others, 
that the Parliament is, as Cato said of the Romans, like sheep, 
that a man were better drive a flock of them than one of them ; 
and however they may be wise men severally, yet in this assembly 
they are guided by some few, which if they be made and assured^ 
the rest will easily follow : this is a plain robbery of the King of 
honour, and his subjects of thanks ; and it is to make the Parlia- 
ment vile and servile in the eyes of their sovereign ; and I count 
it no better than a supplanting of the King and kingdom. Again, 
if a man shall make this impression, that it shall be enough for 
the King to send us some things of shew that may serve for 
colours, and let some eloquent tales be told of them, and that 
will serve ad faciendum populum ; any such person will find that 
this House can well skill of false lights, and that it is no wooing 
tokens, but the true love already planted in the breast of the 
subjects, that will make them do for the King. And this is my 
opinion touching those that may have persuaded a Parliament. 
Take it on the other side, (for I mean in all things to deal 
plainly,) if any man hath been difiident touching the call of a 
Parliament, thinking that the best means were first for the King 
to make his utmgst trial to subsist of himself, and his own means ; 
I say an honest and faithfiil heart mought consent to that opinion; 
and the event, it seems, doth not greatly discredit it hitherto. 
Again, if any man shall have been of opinion, that it is not a par- 
ticular party that can bind the House ; nor that it is not shews 
or colours can please the House ; I say, that man, though his 
speech tend to discouragement, yet it is coupled with providence. 
But, by your leave, if any man since the Parliament was called, 
or when it was in speech, shall have laid plots to cross the good 
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will of the Parliament to the King, by possessing them that a few 
shall have the thanks^ and that they are (as it were) bought and 
sold^ and betrayed; and that that which the King offers them 
are but baits prepared by particular persons; or have raised 
rumours that it is a packed Parliament ; to the end nothing may 
be done, but that the Parliament may be dissolved (as gamesters 
used to call for new cards, when they mistrust a pack) : I say, 
these are engines and devices naught, malign, and seditious. 

Now for the remedy, I shall rather break the matter (as I 
said in the beginning) than advise positively, I know but three 
ways. Some message of declaration to the King ; some entry 
or protestation amongst ourselves ; or some strict and punctual 
examination. As for the last of these, I assure you I am not 
against it, if I could tell where to begin, or where to end. For 
certainly I have often seen it, that things when they are in 
smother trouble more than when they break out. Smoke blinds 
the eyes, but when it blazeth forth into flame it gives light to 
the eyes. But then if you fall to an examination, some person 
must be chained ; some matter must be charged ; and the manner 
of that matter must be likewise charged ; for it may be in a good 
fashion, and it may be in a bad, in as much difference as between 
black and white : and then how far men will ingenuously con- 
fess, how far they will politicly deny, and what we can make and 
gather upon their confession, and how we shall prove against 
their denial ; it is an endless piece of work, and I doubt that we 
shall grow weary of it. 

For a message to the King, it is the course I like best, so it 
be carefully and considerately handled : for if we shall represent 
to the King the nature of this body as it is, without the veils or 
shadows that have been cast upon it, 1 think we shall do him 
honour, and ourselves right. 

For anything that is to be done amongst ourselves, I do not 
see much gained by it, because it goes no farther than ourselves ; 
yet if anything can be wisely conceived to that end, I shall not 
be against it ; but I think the purpose of it is fittest to be, ra- 
ther that the House conceives that all this is but a misunderstand- 
ing, than to take knowledge that there is indeed a just ground, 
and then to seek by a protestation to give it a remedy. For 
protestations, and professions, and apologies, I never found them 
very fortunate ; but they rather increase suspicion than clear it. 
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Why then the last part is^ that these things be handled at 
thecomroittee seriously and temperately; wherein I wish that 
these four degrees of questions were handled in order. 

First, whether we shall do anything at all in it, or pass by it, 
and let it sleep ? 

Secondly, whether we shall enter into a particular examination 
of it? 

Thirdly, whether we shall content ourselves with some entry 
or protestation amongst ourselves ? 

And fourthly, whether we shall proceed to a message to the 
King ; and what ? 

Thus I have told you mine opinion. I know it had been more 
safe and politic to have been silent ; but it is perhaps more ho« 
nest and loving to speak. The old verse is. Nam mdli tacuiise 
nocei, meet e$t locutwn. But, by your leave, David saith, Sibd 
a bonis, et dolor mens renovaitu e$t. When a man speaketh, he 
may be wounded by others ; but if he hold his peace from good 
things, he wounds himself. So I have done my part, and leave 
it to you to do that which you shall judge to be the best. 

Though this speech was managed with great skill to meet all ob- 
jections and to touch with a soothing and healing finger every source 
of irritation or misunderstanding, it failed to dissuade the House 
from pursuing the investigation. For the conclusion of the debate is 
thus recorded in the Journals : 

" Ordered, upon the qaestion, That the former order shall be enlarged, 
to give power to examine the undertakers ; and the Committee to be of 
the whole Hoiise. Upon Wednesday in the afternoon." 

The whole House, therefore, — with its majority of three new mem- 
bers for every two old, — was to plunge into the business of examin* 
ing the Undertakers, and so that sore was likely to be more inflamed 
than ever. How the matter proceeded we do not exactly know, the 
records in the Journals being imperfect. But the general result was 
exactly what Bacon apprehended. Ten days after the day appointed 
for commencing the examination, we find the heats still raging ; ag* 
gravated rather than settled or allayed. They had mixed with and 
irritated almost every debate that took place in the meantime, and 
had even led to personal quarrels,— nay to manual scuffles in the 
House,^ — when at last they were appeased by the voluntary confes* 

^ "Sir Bo. Eilligrew and Sir Wm. Herbert both sequestered. Sir Wm. 
Walter : — ^The sulrject of the matter, Undertaking ; the manner, heat. — Pulling 
out of the chair a great offence in a wOd country," etc. C. J* p. i88, May 18. 
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rion of Sir Henry Neville ; who, upon the production of the paper of 
advice of which I spoke in the last volume, came forward with a clear 
and frank explanation of his own share in the '' Undertaking :"i 
which being generally admitted to be unexceptionable, the House 
was content at length to drop all further dispute on that subject, and 
go on with the business of the country. 



5, 

But it was now too late. The inflammation had in the meantime 
spread on all sides, and so infected all the other businesses in which 
they were engaged that hardly one of them had now any chance of 
proceeding smoothly. The most formidable stumbling-block was 
still the question of Impositions: a stumbling-block not to be 
avoided, for the question of the ri^JU could hardly be passed by 
in silence now without being virtually abandoned. Ever since that 
brilliant morning's work of Salisbury's, when on the strength of this 
disputed right he laid new customs upon several hundred articles 
not taxed before, it had been impossible to let it sleep. And though 
the compromise offered by the King — namely consent to an Act of 
Parliament limiting his power in future — would (so far as I can see) 
have been an arrangement sufficiently satisfactory, it seems to have 
been one to which, for some reaspn, the Commons would not listen. 
Upon this question (turning as it necessarily did, not upon the point 
of policy or convenience, but upon the very power of the preroga- 
tive), they had resolved to go into Committee on the Tuesday after 
the Easter recess — the 8rd of May. The proceedings of that day 
are not recorded ; but on the 5th the King sent for them to hear 
what he had to say on the subject ; and, as may be gathered from 
the allusions to his speech in the debate which immediately followed, 
— ^for the speech itself has not been reported, — and as might indeed 
have been expected, he did not at all mend the matter. Indeed so 
large a majority of the Commons, including almost all, if not all, the 
free voices, had now made up their minds on the question, that no 
one had ventured in the House to express his dissent. They were 
not likely, therefore, to be converted by a speech from the King, 
which of course could not be freely answered. The next day they 
debated the question among themselves, found their unanimity un- 
broken, and, after some not very orderly dispute as to the manner 
in which they should proceed, whether by Bill or by Petition or by 
Conference with the Lords, concluded finally for the last. The 

1 0. J. 14 May, p. 484. 
VOL. V, ■ 
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Lords were to be mored to confer, tnd « Coromittee was in the mesn- 
time ttppointed to prepare for tbe Confeorenoe. 

the iMf (m which this was setttod was the day fixed before the 
Easter retceto for eonsiderkig the qiiestion of Supply : which Was the 
next ordjBf on the paper. An attempt to give it precedence bad 
been oYerruled.^ But as soon 4s the debate on the Impositions was 
oyer, a vigorous effort was made to push it through without further 
deky. " The second point which they fell to consider," writes the 
Bev. Thomas Lorkin to Sir T. Puckering on the 28th of May, *' was 
subsidies ; wherein such as favoured tto King's neeesmty were very 
vehement. And whereas, by his Majesty's own method, they were 
first to provide for the subject's ease before they entered into consi- 
deration of the King's relief, these, inverting the order, would have 
turned the ocHidusion into a beginning ; and were so confident of 
their own stretogth, as they called upon Mr. Speaker te have it put 
to voices. But the grave speeches of Sir Edwm Sandys Sir Dudley 
Digges, Sir Thomas Grantham, and some others, quieted that mo- 
tion, and drew the House to a resolution to do nothing in matters of 
that nature till they had ordered somewhat for the good of the pub- 
lic."' The notes of the debate given in the Journals confirm this 
report substantially ; and show very distinctly that the objection was 
to the time and not to the thing. Those who spoke strongest against 
the motion were careful to declare their intention to vote a subudy 
when the proper timfe should come. Sir Edwin Sandys put his op- 
position expressly (m the ground that such a vote ought to be carried 
without a negative voice ; and isjshed that " eveiy man's demonstra- 
ti<Hi of his purpose to supply his Majesty in due time" might be made 
known to him. And though the House would not consent to send 
a formal intimation even of their general intention, it was agreed 
that ''the honourable persons about the Chair might, as voluntary 
of themselves, inform the King that generaily all that had spoken 
(which were many) had und voce agreed in their thoughts and 
speeches to relieve his Migesty."' 

In this attempt to get ^* his Majesty's business" driven through 
at the very beginning of the session, Bacon does not appear to have 
taken any part. It was not according to his ideas of true policy ; 
and was noticed by him afterwards as a mistake on the part of the 
" Undertakers,'* — '* a stumble at the threshold," — an unlucky move, 
which had the eflfect of be1;raying the very thing which it was meant 
to conceal,* their weakness in the House. And certainly the tem- 
per of the House, as it may be gathered from the notes of that 

» 0. J. p. 474. 

• ' Court and Ttmea of James I.,' toL i. p. 816. ' C. J. p. 474. 
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debate, seemed to jastifj his opinion that if left to themselves thej 
wotdd dot foi*get their duty in that respect. 



6. 

But tbottgh th^ ground upon which a present vote of supply was 
imsted by the move temperate members was its contrariety to the 
aneieni costom 6f Parliament, and the dishonour it Ironld be to the 
King if the vote should not pass with general unanimity, — as it 
olearly would not, if pressed to the question then ; — and though 
there is no reason to doubt the sincerity of their profession that they 
would vote liberally when the proper time came, yet it is clear 
enough, from the tone of that day's debates, that when the time did 
come the chance of unanimity would be small, unless in the mean- 
time they received some better satisfaction concerning the Imposi- 
tions. And it was this apprehension no doubt which made the Un- 
dertakers so anxious to get the supply voted first. For upon the 
question of Impositions they were themselyes on the popular side ;^ 
they knew i^at the King was not prepared to make such concessions 
as they themselves oonside^d satisfictory ;' and their own credit was 
veiy loiw in the Irorld just now, the Committee of the whole House 
which had been appointed to examine them having only just begun 
their work. 

That work had not proceeded far before they came upon evidence 
of unlawful interference in elections. " And amongst others," says 
Lorkin, "a <x>mplaint was brought against Mr. Chancellor of the 
I>ueky, for some menacing letters he wrote to a certain corporation 
of the Duchy, whereby he deterred them from a bee choice, forcing 
divers (as was pretended) to give their voice in fiivour of him for 
whom he wrote."* The Chancellor of the Duchy was Sir Thomas 
Parry. The case was brought before the House on the 9th of May, 
snd pursued in a long and stormy debate on the 10th. The evidence 
against him appears to have been clear ; the opinion against him was 
at any rate overwhelming ; and all that his friends could do was to 
plead for moderation in censure, upon consideration of his age and 
former services. On which occasion Bacon made a speech, of which 
the notes in the Journals, being consecutive enough to be inteUigible, 
must be inserted here. 



* The member who introduced the Bill oonoeming Impositions was the same 
who moved for a " praeent snpply." O. J. pp. 461, ^4. 

» See NenUe's paper, Cott. Tit. F. IV. fo. 844. 

* ' Ooort and ^nmes of James L,' vol. L p. 815. 
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Speech upon the case op Sib Thomas Parbt, charged with 
Unlawful Intebpbbence in an Election. 

Mr. Attorney : — ^Alloweth the carefulness and earnestness of 
the House in these misbegotten elections: For whosoever en- 
tereth not well, sitteth not well. Liketh not stumbling at the 
threshold. Liketh the House's feeling of th^ir own power, yet 
proceeding with moderation ; speaking sharply, but concluding 
mercifully. — 

Considereth the person : A Counsellor of State, representing 
the person of the King, as we here the Commons ; an Ambas- 
sador in France ; — Good success in the last treaty in France : — 
A Counsellor's son of great age. — The House in disposition noble 
and generous. — We live not in Plato his Commonwealth, but in 
times wherein abuses have got the upper hand. — ^The prescrip- 
tion of the Chancellor to have the nomination of one of the 
burgesses in every of the Duchy towns. — ^Yet hath been so in his 
remembrance. — Blanks:' — ^Yet ancient. — Error temporum. — A 
bill to reform all these abuses ; whereat he, though not a Com* 
mittee, yet attended; for attributeth all Us fortunes to his 
means by this House. — ^Moveth an entry. — 

A censure of sequestration. — ^A great part of greatness to re- 
mit. — Velle, etpoiiCf nobik.^ 

Sequestration was not a sentence severe enough to satisfy the pre- 
vailing party ; and the next day they ordered Sir Thomas Parry to 
be removed from the House, and a new writ to be issued for a new 
choice.' With this however they were content. And though the 
King, to show his approval of their proceeding, had signified to them 
his intention to suspend the offender from his place of Privy Coun- 
cillor, they declined to press for any further punishment, replying 
that they were satisfied for their own part with what they had them- 
selves inflicted.^ 



This episode therefore, however noisy and exciting, caused no ma- 
terial interruption to what was now the main business in hand, — ^the 
preparation for the conference with the Lords concerning Imposi- 

1 Meaning, probably, ** the nnlawfiil onstoin and abase for the aending up and 
retaming^bliinka." See Vol. IV. p. 867. 
» 0. J. p. 478. » 0. J. p. 480. * Ibid. p. 481. 
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tions. The Committee charged with that work had been proceeding 
diligently with it all the time. Their first meeting was on the 6th ; 
on the 12th thej were readj with their report : which was brought 
up hj Sir Edwin Sandys in a very able and elaborate speech. They 
had got together all the records ; thoroughly examined the subject ; 
were more sensible than ever of the magnitude of the grievance ; 
more confident than ever that the Crown had no legal right to levy 
Impositions without consent of Parliament. They conceived that 
the King had been misinformed ; and proposed, as the true way of 
disabusing him, first to induce the Upper House to join in a petition 
for remo^ of the burden ; then to present the joint petition to the 
King, together with a remonstrance of their right ; '' that so, this 
eased, they might with better judgment and with alacrity proceed to 
the King's supply, the first end of this Parliament/' ■ 

This was the end proposed. By way of preparation, the subject 
was formally laid out in nine divisions ; and each division, after the 
excellent practice of those times, was assigned to a separate speaker 
or speakers. With the distribution of the argument (which is not 
wanted for explanation or illustration of anything that comes within 
the scope of this work) we need not trouble ourselves. The ques- 
tion, of immense importance then, has been long settled beyond the 
reach of dispute, and taken its place among the curiosities of history. 
That it was then a question fairly debatable is all we need now bear 
in mind ; and of this there is evidence enough in the fact that six or 
seven years before it had been decided one way after formal hearing 
by the authorized interpreters of the law, and was now for the se- 
cond time decided the opposite way by a House of Commons very 
strong in lawyers, and almost unanimous. The only part of the dis- 
tribution which much concerns us is that which was assigned to 
Bacon. But that is remarkable enough to be worth quoting in ex- 
ienso. 

" Nine heads, nine burthens upon several persons. 

L An introduction, briefly declaring the matter in fact and state of the 
question. — ^Direction to him in three things, wherein we conceive the King 
to have by misinformation done other than any of his ancestors. 

1. The time : for now by letters patents and in print these impositions 
set for him and his heirs for ever; which never done before; which 
strange; because no Proclamation bindeth longer than the King's life; 
so could not impose but during his own life. 

2. Multitude of impositions. Queen Mary^Gasooigne wiues and cloths : 
Queen Eliz. added only one, of sweet wines. From Ed. III. to Queen 
M. none. In Ed. III. Ed. II. Ed. I., but five in all.— That upon a peti- 

1 C. J. p. 481. 
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tion last Fariiament diyen hondreUia of ikeae taken away ; ao now not 
remaining above 300 or 400 ; yet that tiiOBe remaining far more worth than 
all the rest abolished. 

3. The claim : for none of his ancestors ever did so, bat pretended wars, 
needs, etc Frayed oontinnance but for a time.^This committed to Mr. 
Attorney/'^ 

Now when we consider the peculiar position in which Bacon stood 
towards the House and towards this particular question, — holding 
an office which had but a few weeks before been voted incompatible 
with the duties of a member of Farliament as binding the holder to 
the King's side, and having only four years before put himself for- 
ward personally as an earnest and uncompromising maintainor of the 
King's right on grounds of law, — their selection of him for a part 
like this must be regarded as a remarkable proof of personal confi- 
dence. The task of opening and laying the groundwork of an argu- 
ment' which was to make good a conclusion in the teeth of the King's 
most notorious prejudices, was to be entrusted to the King's attor- 
nej'genenl. The officer whose official relation to the King was 
thought to imply subservience incompatible with the duties of a 
member, was to explain to the Lords that the King had in this mat- 
ter of Impositions assumed powers which none of his progenitors had 
assumed, both in time, in number^ and in circumstance ; that whereas 
no former King had set any Impositions but for a time limited, he 
had set them " for him and his heirs for ever :" whereas no former 
King had set more than two or three, he had set more than as many 
hundreds ; whereas no former King had set them but upon pretence 
of war or need, he had set them when there was no such pretence. 

The matter, it is true, was a very delicate one to manage. The 
successful result of the conference would depend very much upon 
the temper and spirit in which it was opened, upon the tact and 
persuasive speech of the opener, and the personal favour with which 
the audience were prepared to look upon him and listen to him. In 
all these respects Bacon was no doubt the man for the work. The 
House knew by often-repeated experience in whose hands aoch a 
business had the best chance of prospering. But the same skill 
which enables a man to guide a cause right which he wishes to suc- 
ceed will enable him to guide wrong a cause which he wishes to fail. 
Now they knew that not long ago he had believed them to be wrong 
in point of law : and whether they were right or wrong, such a peti- 

» C. J. p. 481. 

' Sir FranciB BaooD, attomey^-genenl, at the oonierenoe was to have made the 
introduction to the business, and to set the state of the question.'' Whitelocke's 
* Liber Famelicus,' p. 42. 
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tion as ihej wanted to persuade tb^ liords to join in was certain to 
bring them into diaagreeahle qc^iaion with the King ; whose most 
recent declaration on the sulject waa regarded as discouraging.^ 
How was it that thej could trust him with such an office ? Upon 
the point of law, indeed, it is possible that he had changed his 
opinion. When the question first fell under debate, the records 
(upon the eyidence of which the argument chiefly turned) had been 
imper£9ctlj examined ; and one distinguished lawyer who had for- 
merly been a conspicuous speaker on behalf of the King's right to 
impose, had profi&ssed himself a conyert upon the sight of precedents 
whiph bad been disinterred by the Committee appointed to search.' 
Now we happen to know that 9horilif ij/fef (he Imi FarlumefU " cer- 
tain records concerning Impositions " were deliyered to Bacon, and 
that he made private notes upon some of tbem.^ What these records 
were indeed (further than that their bearing upon the ciMie was 
thought important), or what the tenour of his notes was (further 
than that they were pri?ate, and that he wished to keep them so), 
we do not know. But it is possible that they had had upon his 
opinion the same effect which others had formerly had upon Hack- 
will^s. And if that were so, he was all the better qualified for the 
task now hud upon him. His own couYersion would giye additional 
weight to his authority, and point him out as specially fitted to set 
forth the reasons lor reamsidering a conclusipn which he had him- 
self formerly concurred in, but bad since dis<50vered to rest on im- 
perfect information. As for collision with the King, it wa# an eyil 
both for himself and the country which be must haye wished ex- 
tremely to avoid. But be probaUy felt that it could not be i^veided 
now except by the King's yielding ground ; which he would be more 
likely to do if he saw the House unanimous than if there were symp- 
toms of divided opinions among the leaders. Whether or not he 
now thought the King's claim good in law, he must have been fully 
satisfied by this time that it could not be if^intained in fact. Bight 

> " Mr. Delliyerge, psoordmt, in respect of thp little hope yeeterday of relief of 
Impositions." C. J. 6 May, 1614. "Yesterday" was the day on which the King 
bad spoken to them. , - •.. ^, .- 

s "Mr. ffadtwiU .— Wisheth his tongue might deave to the root of his ipoath if 
not sp^ to this bill: it is of that importance.— That he pitied them that last 
Parliament began the question.— Confident upon the arguments and judgment in 
the Bxchequer.— That, after he had heard the matter argued and seen the prece- 
dents, he conrerted ; so now remaineth, and wiU do his best to convert his breth- 

• ** Mr. Attorney generaUr questioned what records he hath seen.— That he 
Meeired, shortly after last Parliament, from Mr. Jones, which he took to haye 
been given him, whereupon he hath made private notes.— Wwheth those were 
banecribed.— The rest ready to redeliver.- And pressed whether he have any other, 
or have seen any, affirmetK not.'* C.J. p^ 486. May 14, 1614. 
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or wrong, the question was dearly carried against the King. To 
have it carried in such a manner that the collision should not be 
violent or Tisible, was the best that could be hoped now. We have 
seen that he thought the question admitted of ** accommodation "-} 
and we shall see hereafter in what particular way he thought it might 
be managed, so as to inTolve a virtual abandonment of the King's 
claim and jet to make it seem his own voluntary act, induced bj 
public considerations, and having no reference to the question upon 
which the difference had arisen. Judging from the general tenour 
of his policy, I have little doubt that he was preparing at this time 
to work towards some such end ; this being one of those struggles 
between Prerogative and Privilege in which it was of vital import- 
ance to avoid a definite and declared victory on either side. 

If so, his readiness to take the part assigned, whatever his private 
opinion may have been on the point of law, is sufficiently accounted 
for : he could not have served the King better. And on the other 
hand, if he was willing to undertake and desirous to succeed in it, 
his appearance at the head of a Committee of Conference would give 
them countenance and strength. If the House could trust him, no- 
thing was more natural than that they should employ him. That in a 
business so delicate and difficult, so distasteful to the higher powers, 
and so easy to make miscarry, they should have felt they eauld trust 
him, was to his credit and to theirs. But it is evident they did. 

They proceeded warily ; and to make more sure of their ground, 
and prevent the danger of being confounded by the production on 
the sudden of some new unexpected precedent, they took the pre- 
caution, before agreeing upon their message to the Lords, of inviting 
all dissentients to make known their objections.' At the debate in 
which this motion was made. Bacon was present and spoke. But 
though he raised some questions and desired further inquiry as to 
certain of the positions which it was proposed that he should himself 
maintain, it is clear from the notes of his speech that he did not 
mean to raise again the question of the King's right, but was willing 
in a general way to accept the part assigned to him. 

Notes of Speech on preparation for Conference 
TOUCHING Impositions. 

Mr. Attorney :— That their putting this part upon him an 
ai^ument of their good opinion. Trust in his person discharged 

1 Letter to the King. '* Wherein I meet with the ohjection of Impositions, but 
yet I conceive it may be accommodate." Vol. IV. p. 872. 

^ " Mr. Thorpe moveth that if any man can speak any^ing for the King's right 
of imposing without Parliament, they will do so." C. J. p. 486, May 16. 
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the suspicion of his place. For the three points^ spoken of 
matters in fact ; wisheth that this tried true^ e'er propounded : 
for erring in matter of fact more subject to redai^tion than 
matter in law. ' Moveth whether an indefinite grant of im- 
posing imply not a perpetuity. 2dly. Claims by word and by 
fact : the latter the stronger. Words the female^ acts the male. 
The number : — ^That they that speak, of the greater number. 

Adyiseth a conference between the sub-committees, and a view 
then to be taken of the records; and every one to be bounded 
to his part; for hard for him that cometh before not to speak 
something of that which cometh after; for that it blemisheth 
the part of him that cometh after, when deflowered by him that 
precedeth.^ 

This was spoken on the 16th of May. But it was not till the 2l8t 
that they were ready to send their message of inyitation to the 
Lords ; not till the 26th that they received the answer. So there 
was much deliberation on both sides. 

The answer was a refusal. 

" Their Lordships, having entered into a grave and serious considera- 
tion as well of the matter itself as of diveri incident and necessary circum- 
stances, did not think it convenient to enter into any conference of that 
cause concerning the point of Lnpositions at that time."' 

Such a refusal was a very unusual measure. ' The Commons, it is 
true, had within recent memory refused to confer with the Lords 
about the amount of a subsidy :* but that was because they took 
taxation to be the particular function of the Lower House. No 
such reason could be pretended by the Lords in this case. In such 
a question as the legal right of putting impositions upon merchan- 
dise, a joint petition from the two Houses was the orderly and con- 
stitutional way of proceeding ; to which a Conference was a neces- 
sary preliminary. Li assenting to it they did not bind themselves 
to assent to the prayer of the proposed petition : in refusing it, they 
refused not merely to acquiesce in the conclusion, but to entertain 
the question. The truth, I take it, was that those of the Councillors 
and courtiers who had been in treaty with the "Undertakers/' 
meaning to use them for their own purposes, or (in the Earl of Suf- 
folk's own phrase) to " play the knave with them," had found that 
the game was not going in their favour, and resolved to break it up. 

> C. J. p. 486, Maj 16, 1614. ' L. J. p. 706. * See Tol. L p. 216. 
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And unfortuoAtelj tbe means were ret^j at baad. Up to this time 
the i|}>aorbing jmportaape of this question of Impositipns had occu- 
pied the Lower House, ^d the gravity of the persons who had been 
trusted with the manageipent of it had kept down all disorderly ten- 
dencies. But the elements of disorder were there, and a word or 
two was enough to put them in commotion. The answer from the 
Lords found the Commons in a state of excitement unfavourable to 
judicious resolutions. Bumour with some of her tongues had anti- 
cipated the messengers, and reported that words had been spoken 
during the discussion in derogation of the Lower House. I have 
already had occasion to remark more than once that the guardians of 
liberty had not yet learned to tolerate freedom of speech any better 
than the champions of prerogative. They could demand it ibr them- 
selves, and strongly resent all interference with the exercise of it on 
thoir own side. But the freedom which they demanded was freedom ^ 
to speak that which they thought good, imd forbid to be spoken that 
which they thought not good. To words calculated to injure a cause 
which they wished to prosper, they were not prepared to accord any 
indulgence which they knew how to prevent. In this oi^ the first 
proceedings of tbe Lords had been tempen^te and judicious. Upon 
the motion of the Lord Chancellor, they had resolved themselves 
into a Committer of the whole House for the purpose of taking the 
message of the Commons into consideration;^ and having first agreed 
upon the general purport of their answep* (which was to be '* that they 
would meet them of the Lower House, and hear what they would 
deliver unto them"'), they had proceeded to cousider the question 
of time and place, which the Coo^mons had left to their choice. It 
was important that they should go prepared for discussion : and by 
way of preparation it was moved by the |iord Chancellor and carried 
up<m a division, that before they proceeded to the further considera- 
tion g[ their answer, they should hear the opinions of the Judges 
("who had been required and were then present to assist that 
Court ") touching the point of Impositions. The Judges, however, 
though summoned to be '* assistants to the Lords to inform them of 
the Common Law>"' saw olyections tp tbe delivery qf i^i opinion 
upon this question ; and speaking by the mouth of Coke, desired 
" for many weighty and important reasons which his Lordship deli- 
vered with great gravity and eloquence" to be forborne ; " conclud- 
ing that himself and bis brethren were upon particulars in judicial 
course to speak and judge be^een ij^e King's majesty and hi? 
people, and likewise bet'vreen his Highness' subjects ; and in no case 

» ai May. L. J. p. 706, « Ibid, p. 706. 

' Co1m*s Imiitntet, Part 4. c. i. p. 50. 
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to be disputants on may side."! How they were *' to be assistants 
to the Lords to infidrm them of the Common Law " if ihey were 
nerer to deliver an opinion npon a questiQa in dispute, is not ex- 
plained, fiut the function of the Judges was in a state of transition ; 
and in this case the inconvenieaees wefse obvions which an extra- 
judicial declaration might involve. Their exaupe aocardioglj was 
allowed, and the Lords had to make prepasation for the argument 
without their help. But the silence of Ooke was probably, to those 
who knew him, significant enough. It told them that in deflmding 
the King's right to impose without the consent of Parliament thej 
could not count upon his support, and made them wish to avoid the 
contest. Now the resolution they had some to in fiivour of the 
Conferenoe was asdj in Committee ; and though it was a Committee 
of the whole House, the House itself was not bound by it. The 
question ^' whether they should meet'* had to be put again, and, 
being put, the non-contents carried it. 

8. 

This was on the 2dith of May ; and I suppose it was in the course 
of that day's debate that the words were uttered, the rumour of 
which was agitating the Lower House when the answer from the 
Upper was at length delivered. Bumour had said that one of the 
Bishops had urged the Lords not to consent to the Conference, al- 
leging that the question was one with which the Commons had no 
right to meddle, that they were striking at the Crown, and would 
probably utter matter of mutiny and sedition not fit for the Lords 
to hear.' Upon this ensued a long, violent, distracted and disord^y 
debate* as to the steps to be taken for righting t^e intolerable wrong. 
Whether to complain to the Lords, or to go at onee to the King, or 
to rise and refuse to sit again till they were satisfied, were the ques- 
tions which occupied them all day; ending, however, in the moderate 
resolution to refer the question to a select Committee. The select 
Committee, by a majority of 21 to 18, recommended that they should 
go for redress, not to the Lords, but to the King. And it was while 
Sir Boger Owen was defending this recommendation against the 
grave and weighty objections urged against it by Sir B. Sandys, that 
the answer from the Lords arrived. ' There was nothing in the form 
of the answer to interfere with the effect of Sandys's argument, 

> L. J. p. 706. « C. J. p. 496, Bf»y 25. 

' See the note of Sir John Savile't speech, toirards the end. " The indignation 
of the House at the first motion; jet every occasion of mirth entertained : wisheth 
more grayity." Ibid. p. 407. 
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which seems to haye conyinced all parties ; and the resolution with 
which the discussion concluded was to send a message on the subject 
to the Lords and to forbear proceeding in all other business until 
they had their answer. A select Committee was appointed accord- 
ingly to prepare the message; and after some discussion in the 
House upon the report (in the course of which the assailants of the 
Bishop's character were only silenced by a suggestion that if they 
punished him so much in that way, it would be thought punishment 
enough for the offence), all requisite preparations had been made ; — 
when a fresh interruption was caused by the announcement of a 
letter received that morning by the Speaker from the King. 

It was about their resolution of the day before. He wanted to 
know what they meant by ** forbearance of proceeding in all other 
business," and whether it belonged to him or to them to put an end 
to the Session. This raised a new commotion. What did the King 
know about the terms of their resolution ? Who had told him P 
There must be somebody about the King who misinforms him. Let 
there be a Committee of the whole House to inquire into the matter, 
and let everybody be called upon to clear himself. " The King has 
not been misinformed," said Sir Thomas Lake, assistant-secretary : 
" he saw the order itself." " The King hath been oft misinformed," 
said Mr. Bulstrode. *^ It is certain that there has been misinforma- 
tion," said Sir Walter Chute, carver of the King's meat. '' There 
were those that were unfriendly to the calling of this Parliament. I 
doubt they still cast bones in." " I have been a Parliament-man," 
said Sir Samuel Sandys, ** these thirty years ; and more bones have 
been cast in this Parliament to divert the good proceedings of the 
House, than in all the Parliaments that I have known. K the King 
saw the order, it must have been because he desired to see it upon 
some former misinformation." The conclusion of the debate, of 
the temper of which these are fair samples, was to go into Committee 
of the whole House the same afternoon, for two purposes ; 1st to 
consider of an answer to the King's letter; and 2ndly to take into 
consideration all misinformations made to his Majesty.^ 

The first was dealt with first, and passed without difficulty. The 
form of answer was quickly agreed upon, and the King was ready to 
receive it. His reply to the deputation which presented it appears 
from the notes to have been in a very good temper. Approving of 
their desire to clear themselves of such an imputation as had been 
cast upon them, he reminded them that other matters more neces- 
sary remained to be done : hoped tliat they would be careful to do 

» C. J. p. 600. 
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nothing which might give occasion to Buch scandals : complimented 
them upon their diligence in searching out precedents, and only 
hinted at what might happen if he were to follow the example, and 
look into the precedents of what Kings had done ; finaUy called their 
attention to the height of the sun, as admonishing them to take into 
consideration without further delay the great and important busi- 
nesses of the King and kingdom.^ 

Unluckily when his reply was reported to the House (which was 
on the dOth of May) there was no business so important in their eyes 
as the punishment of the Bishop : concerning which the answer from 
the Lords came the same morning, and was far from satisfying them. 
The right of free debate was not indeed insisted on or pretended. 
The Lords seemed by implication to admit thai words spoken in 
the sense complained of would not have been justifiable. Their 
Lordships would be yery willing, etc., but did not think fit to pro- 
ceed in such a matter upon mere rumour: desired first to know what 
the words were wherewith the Bishop was to be charged, and how 
the same were to be proved. The Bishop himself, in the meantime, 
alarmed apparently at the uproar which he had excited, spoke pri- 
rately to the member who had brought the message from the Com- 
mons, denying with regard to some of the words imputed to him 
that he had used them at all, with regard to others that he had used 
them in the offensive sense that had been put upon them. And it 
migbt have been thought that his explanation, being reported to the 
House immediately after the delivery of the Lords' message, consti- 
tuted substantially, if not in form, an apology quite as ample as the 
House could reasonably demand. But no. '* The Bishop's private 
speeches to Sir Edward Hoby," said Sir Wm. Cope, '* altereth him 
nothing. If the Lords will not right us in this, we must take an- 
other oourse. Popish-affected persons hindered the calling of this 
Parliament, and have ever since thrown in bones amongst us, and 
kept us in broils." '* It must needs be known to the Lords," said 
Sir James Perrott, ^ whether he spoke the words or no. If they 
dear him — " *' We must have another Committee," said Mr. Dun- 
combe, ** to consider of a course to right ourselves." ''Another mes- 
sage to the House of Lords," said Sir Thomas Bowe, '' to clear or 
excuse him of this matter in fact." ** An address to the King," said 
Sir Symeon Steward, '' and a committee to consider of the course for 
it." "A Committee," said Sir Eobert Phillippes. "A Committee," 
said Mr. Puller and Mr. Alford, " to consider of a new message to 
the Lords, either to clear him or accuse him." *' A committing," 

> 0. J. p. 601. 
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bbmA Mt, Mallet, <'ttid a eMsation." ''A Committee/' said Mr. 
Mervii ind Mr. AMef, ^'bat no ceMation." ''A measage to tbe 
liofda fMi*' aaid 9ir Bog« Owen: " if tfaia speed Boft, then go to 
tiie King, Lords offendiiig less than tliis have been sent down here 
to answer it at tbis bat." '* A message to tbe Lords," said Sir Man- 
riee Berkeley, '' to okar or accme biHii." '' Ko Committee," said Sir 
Jerome Horsey; '* satisfaction not to be expected from the Lords: 
go to the King fot relief, that he may examine the Lords and tiie 
Bishop." *'Not to the King," said Sir Bdi^in Sandys^ "for the 
reasons girmi before :^ send the Lords for aceusation the words in 
writing.'* 

In such a eonforfo^ of voiees and opiimns, there was nothing for 
it bfit to refer tbe ^tetie« to a commitiee of i few. And tbe ap- 
pointment of ** a select coamkitilee to eonsldei^ of a message to the 
Lords," was the t>ractickil oatcome of that debate. 

It is hnpoitant to observe here that the question which had now 
put aD others out of their heads waa not Impositions, or Supplies, or 
Ghievanoes, or any of the gtettib causes upon which the Oommons 
were at rarianee with tbe Chyremment^ If they had purpdeed to 
iuTito the Lords to reeonsidelr their rtfosal to ooi^ with i^em upon 
an important question of State in which it was their duty to take 
part ; or i^ acquiescing in that refusal, they had proceeded at once 
to ky their case before tbe Kii^ ; or if any new grievanee had 
tuilied up, the redress of which might pro|»^rly have been made a 
eonditioa of granting supplies ; tbey would have iltood upon s^ng 
ground, and there is no reason to suppose that what they had to say 
would not hare been duly reeeived and Ustened to. BM ail these 
things wef^ for the time forgotten. The sole question which the 
Coumitt^ had to consider waa how to compel' the Lords to punish 
tbe Bishop for expressing ail c^naion. It must also be said for the 
Lords that, te from being unreasonably obstinate in the matter, they 
were prepaid to go in the way of conciliation quite as far as they 
could be reasonably asked to go, if not further. In reply to tho 
seeoad message from the Commons, which was in effect only a 
reiteration of the first, they consented — waiving for the occasion 
their not unreasonable objection to be called to account by the other 
House for words spoketk within their own walls, not entered in their 
records, not otherwise published, not known at all to the party com- 
plaining but by report, which must have been itself a breach of pri- 

> (See C. J. 26 May, p. 406. <*Tluil to go immediatelj to the King wrooget^ 
the liberties of the Upper Houae ... If the Lords shall stand upon thar liberties 
and the King shaU seek to punish, and this make a dirision between the Lords 
and the King, this not to deal with them as we would hare them deal with us.** 



1614.] APOLOGY OFFEEBD BY THE LOBDS. 68 

vUege — W eDteitain the eliafge, lind lieair the Biehop's answer to it ; 
and fasTifltg ftrit received from btm in pettKm a passionate disayowal 
of the meaning idipated, they condesoended to inform the Commons 
that he had made '* solemn protestation npon his salvation that he 
did not speak ailjthing with any eril intentioli to that Hou^» wbieh 
he did #ith all kis heart iuij respect and bighij ^teem ; exp^ssing 
With many tears his iorrow tiiAt his words were so misoonstroed and 
strained fnrthev than erer he meant." 

Had this been all, it was much :^— more, I should say, than was 
wae^ted or than was ^rise. But it watf n6t all. They were not to 
leave it donbtfoll Whether they held free eritidmih of the other House 
among themselves (when the question was Whether they should 
enter inta joint aetien with i€) to he within the Umits of legitimate 
liberty. The passage (nroeeeded thus : 

" Which submissive and ingenuous behaving of hknself gave satisfaction 
to their Lordships that howsoever the words might sound, his intention 
was not as it hath been taken ; and their Lordships do assure the Knights, 
Citizens and Burgesses of the Common House that if they had conceived 
tke Lord Bishop's wordi to hate been spoken or meant to cast any ctsper- 
si6n <^9edUicfn or %ndwt\fklness upon thai £[otise (as it seemeth report hath 
been cariied to them), thmr Lordships would have proceeded to the den- 
smring andpuniskiny thereof ieith all severity. ^^ 

In a question of words only, and Words l^poken in what should 
have been (as &r as the Commons Were eoneemed) private, it might 
have been thought that this was at least enough. The doubt was 
whether in offering so ample an apology they were not admitting by 
implication the liability of one House to aceount to the other for 
words spoken in debate ; and so establishing a veiy inconvenient 
precedent. To prevent this, they took the precaution of adding the 
following clause : 

" Nevertheless, their Lordships think fit to signify, that though they 
have been carefiil at this time to give them contentment, for the better 
expediting of his Majesty's business, and to retain all good correspondence* 
with them, jet tiieir Lordships are of opinion that hereafter no member 
of their House ought to be called in question, when there is no other 
ground thereof but public and eommon ftune only.*'^ 

The wisdom of this proceeding on the part of the Lords may well 
be questioned : ft>r it is vain to say that the thing which there is 
reason to do now shall not under similar circumstances be done 
again ; and the reasons against it could hardly be stronger in any 

» L. J. u. p. 718. 
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other case than they were ia this. But the animui cannot be misun- 
derstood. It is phun that the message was intended to keep the 
weather fair, and that the majority of the Upper House was not de- 
sirous of a breach with the Lower. Neither was the King. His 
reply to their expostulation upon his last message had been not only 
meant to be, but found to be, so conciliatory that the further in- 
quiry about misinformers had been silently suffered to drop. Still 
less can it be supposed that the leaders of the popular party in the 
Lower House were desirous of a rupture. To the success of their 
game the continuance of the Parliament was indispensable ; and they 
not only knew that, but knew also that they must be prepared to 
pay for it. They had postponed the vote of supply in order to secure 
the continuance of the session, and to better their bargain ; but they 
never intended to provoke a premature dissolution by refusing it. 
Seeing then that neither the King nor the Lords nor the leaders of the 
popular party in the Commons wished the Parliament to break, it is 
difficult to understand by whom and by what means the breach was 
brought about. If the Journals of the Commons had been kept up 
to the end, we should probably know more about it. But they fail 
us at the crisis, and we must be content with such information as 
we can gather from the newsmen of the day. Their reports how- 
ever will be more intelligible if we first study the temper of the 
Lower Houfi^ as shown in their reception of the message from the 
Lords last quoted. And of this the fragments and snatches of the 
debate which the reporter succeeded in setting down will give a live- 
lier as well as a fairer idea than any summary that I could construct 
out of them. 

The answer from the Lords had been delivered on the last of May. 
On the 1st of June a debate took place upon it, of which the follow- 
ing extract from the Journals contains all we know. 

" The answer from the Lords read again. 

Sir Bo. Owen: — ^Detesteth all that love not superiority among mi* 
nisters. — 

That the words are not denied, only his intention excused. — Moved 
much by his tears privately to Sir Edw. Hobby, publicly in the House 
yesterday. — That yet this moveth him not, as a member of this^^ 

That, upon less occasion, greater Lords than he, sent down to this 
Bar.— 

The Lords message via lactea^ in the beginning ; via lutea, in the latter 
end. — Disliketh their directing us in our proceedings.— 

Moveth, a subcommittee of a few, to consider of a fit course to proceed 
further against the Bishop. 

Sir W. Chute adviseth to go immediately to the King, to desire him 
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not to diBSolye the Parliament, till he know our griefs, and we consider his 
wants. 

Sir Bo. PAilUppes moyeth for a Committee, to consider of the slight- 
ness of the satisfaction of the Lords* answer, and of the undtness of their 
direction for our proceedings ; which we neither expect nor respect. 

Sir James Perrott : — ^That the Bishop's tears not for sorrow (for ac» 
knowledgeth no error) bnt that — 

That the tears of fear and terror, not of repentance.— 

To go no more to the Lords.*- 

That in &TOor of a recusant, he hath certified under his hand and seal, 
that he was conformable. That only upon sight of one, directed by him 
to be there in the King's Chapel, he certified his conformity ; which im- 
plieth the taking of the oath of allegiance and supremacy ; which he never 
did. 

MoTcth, Mr. Speaker may give a warrant for seizing that recusant, 
who was thus — 

Moveth to go to the King. 

Mr. Olanvyle : — ^Impliedly confessed that the words spoken : The in- 
tention denied; which by law not examinable; because no man or 
devil can try or know the heart of man. 

Sir Mawr. Berhehf .*— 1. Message to the Lords to let them know we 
have such grounds for these words. 

2. That no proportion between the fault and his punishment. 

3. That our proceedings for the King's business— 

4. That, by this slight message, they teach us a lesson, we unwilling to 
learn.— 

Doubteth, whether best to go to the King, before we have done some- 
thing here which may make our message to the King more acceptable. 

Mr. Monperson moveth, a Committee ; and, whether not fit for an order 
to be entered here, that whensoever the like occasion shall happen concern- 
ing the Lords — 

Sir 2%o. Bowe : — That this no answer ; for no relative in it to our 
charge. — ^Not to go yet to the King. — ^A select Committee to consider of 
the course holden between the Lords and us ; and an order — 2. An order 
to declare him, in the opinion of the Commons, to be unfit for the King's 
ear, house, the place he hoideth, or the society of reasonable men. 

Sir Wm. Walter moveth, a Conimittee to consider of a course to [go] 
to the King by a petition ; therein to acquaint the King with the pas- 
sages of this business between the Lords and us. 

Mr. BuUtrode secondeth Sir Jama FerroU's motion, for sending for 
the Becusant, etc. 

Mr. Duneombe .—To have this warrant presently made before the House 
rise. 

Sir Symeon Steward moveth consideration of a message to the Lords, to 
clear our discretion, impeached by their answer. 2. To go to the Lords, 
and if no redress there, then to resort to our own power. 

Mr. Griffs .—That any man that knoweth anything— 

VOL. V. ' 
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Ordered^ upon the queBtion, That a warrant shall be made forthwith 
for such a person, or persons as Sir James Perrott^ or Mr. WtchwiU, or 
any other of this House shall nominate to Mr. Speaker, concerning the 
matter in question. 

Sir 2). Digffes, — to have the House sit this afternoon about this matter. 

Ordered upon the question, That a select Committee shall consider what 
is fit further to be done in this matter touching the Bishop of Linooln. 



Tlien follow the names of the members who were to form this select 
Committee ; and the list is so much better than the temper of the 
speeches would have led one to expect, (for it includes many of the 
ablest and gravest members, who had taken no part in the previous 
debate, — Bacon among the rest), that it would seem at first as if the 
silent good sense of the House, though failing to influence the 
speakers, had after all governed the conclusion. The deliberations 
and report of such a Committee might have done much to lead the 
Ilouse back out of the false and foolish position in which it had 
placed itself. But unfortunately the selection of the Committee was 
not the final act. There was still room for an amendment ; and an 
amendment was (it seems) proposed and carried, whereby the inten- 
tion which dictated the selection was quite frustrated. For imme- 
diately following the list of members selected, — twenty names fairly- 
chosen — we find in the Journals this singular addition to the order : 
*' Any that will come to have voices : This afternoon, in this House." 
The ^' select *' Committee therefore was to be nothing less in effect 
than a Committee of the whole House ; the House as it was, in short ; 
only with liberty for every member to speak as ofben as he pleased. 

Now the proceedings of Committees, whether select or of the 
whole, are never noticed in the Journals^ except upon the bringing 
up of the report. And as in this case no report was made, we have 
no means of knowing what was done in Committee that afternoon. 
But if we consider once again what the business committed to it was, 
and how they were dealing with it, we shall have the less difScultj 
in understanding what followed. 

Up to this time they had postponed the consideration of Supply 
upon the legitimate ground that commonwealth measures ought to 
have precedence, and in the avowed expectation that when the 
proper time came it would pass, as it ought to do, without opposition. 
Of these commonwealth measures they had put the most important 
foremost, and were proceeding in a regular and constitutional way 
towards the settlement of it, when they were stopped by the refusal 
of the other Ilouse to join with them in the usual method of delibe- 
ration. Until that impediment were in some way disposed of, they 
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might fairly have refused to deal with the question of supply ; and if 
they had taken their stand upon that, it would have been difficult 
to dislodge them from their position. So their case stood up to 
the 24th of May. But on that day the House seems to have lost 
its head. On that day they descended from their unassailable posi- 
tion ; jpined issue upon a quarrel which would have been a foolish 
one even if they had been in the right, and in which they were utterly 
in the wrong ; and laid themselves open to a just imputation of 
stopping all the business of the country until this quarrel were settled 
to their own satisfaction. It is vain to pretend that it was the ques- 
tion of Impositions wliich stopped the way.' What they had been 
demanding since the 24th of May was not an audience for the case 
against the King's right to lay Impositions upon merchandise, or 
for other means of prosecuting that question, but the punishment of 
a member of the other House for words said to have been spoken in 
the course of debate among themselves. Some member of the Lower 
House had heard — or seen somebody who said that he had heard, or 
been told by somebody (for it is impossible to say exactly upon which 
degree of rumour they were proceeding) that somebody had heard — 
words spoken in the Upper House in censure of their proceedings 
and in derogation of their character for loyalty. From that time 
forth the one business of the country was to be the punishment of 
the person who had spoken those words. It was not enough to ob- 
tain a disavowal of them, or a declaration that they had not been 
ased in the sense in which they had been understood. It was not 
enough to receive an assurance from the other House that if they 
had conceived the words to be spoken in the sense which report had 
put upon them they would not have allowed them to pass without 
censure and punishment. Their demand was that the speaker should 
be punished, without any ' if ' ; and not only punished, but punished 
•with a severity proportionate to the offence in the opinion of the 
offended party. His offence was against the Commons. Till he 
had been punished to the satisfaction of the Commons, other busi- 
ness was to stop. 

Such being the attitude which they had maintained since the 24th 
of May and were still maintaining on the 1st of June with wilder 
Tehemence than ever, it is not surprising to find that on the 3rd they 
were interrupted by a message from the King, warning them that 
unless they proceeded forthwith to treat of his Supply, he would dis- 
solve the Parliament on the following Thursday.^ More surprising 
it is to find that they were not prepared for such, a message. Tet it 
is plain that they were not : for the consternation it produced has 

> C.J. p. 606 i L. J. p. 716. 
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left legible traces in the notes of the debate. Fpon the receipt of 
it, the leaders of the popular party all at once dropped the Bishop, 
began to talk about Impositions again, and tried to get back to where 
thej were before he crossed their path. Some were even for taking 
the question of supply into consideration at once ; and Wentworth, 
who used to be always loudest and foremost in opposition, was fore« 
most that day to recommend measures of conciliation, — deprecated 
extreme proceedings on either side ; admitted that the King had a 
right, as then advised, to be tender in the matter of Impositions ; and 
concluded with a motion to '' present him with some proportion of 
Supply presently." The majority however were not prepared to go 
80 far on the sudden ; the general current of the debate threatened 
the reopening of the whole dispute ; and all they could conclude upon 
was, a Committee of the whole House to prepare an answer to the 
King's message.^ 

For the solution of a difficulty which required prudent considering 
and delicate handling, a Committee of the whole House was as unfit 
an instrument as could have been devised. But it was not put to 
the proof. The last debate took place on Friday : the House was to 
go into Committee the same afternoon. But I suppose the temper 
of the speeches had given warning that the further stirring of such a 
question in such an assembly would do more harm than good. On 
Saturday the Speaker was ill, and the House did not sit ; on Mon- 
day they were informed by the King that Parliament would be dis- 
solved the next day (which was two days earlier than the time pre-- 
viously indicated) "unless they should before that time perform 
what was by his former letters required." And on Tuesday it was 
dissolved by commission accordingly. 



9. 

Such is the history of this dissolution as it may be gathered from 
the Journals. But as the circumstances of it are matter of dispute 
among historians, and are of great importance to a true understand- 
ing of the problem with which the statesmen of the time had to deal, 
it may be well to add the reports of two disengaged and inde- 
pendent witnesses, showing what were the impressions entertained 
at the time by well-informed persons. A review by Bacon of the 
errors committed in the management of the business will be pro- 
duced in its place : but being addressed to the King it does not deal 
with the act of dissolution . Sir James Whitelocke in the Idber Fame" 
licus expresses regret and disappointment, but declines the office of 

> C. J. p. 606. 
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bistoriograpber. Sir John Eliot bears witness to the mischief caused 
by the rumour of " Undertakiug " and by the jealousy it excited in 
bis own party ,1 but says nothing of the incidents which provoked the 
King's last message. And I am not aware that any one else who 
served in that Parliament has left any account of its proceedings. 
Chamberlain however was diligent in supplying Carleton with the 
best intelligence he could obtain, and Lorkin was performing the 
same office for Sir Thomas Puckering; and their reports, which ap- 
pear to have been quite independent of each other, agree so well 
that they may be safely accepted as substantially true. 
On the 9th of June Chamberlain writes as follows : — 

** While the Parliament was eager in pursuit of the Bishop of Lincoln, 
and would not be satisfied with the Lords* answer, nor with the interpre- 
tation of his own meaning, and retractation of his words even with tears 
in the Upper House, and grew every day more fiery and violent in their 
speeches, the King sent them a letter on the 3rd of this month, whereby 
Lc signified unto them that for divers reasons and respects he meant to 
dissolve the Parliament as this day,^ unless in the meantime they fell 
roundly in hand to consider and provide how to relieve his wants ; neither 
^ould he expect or receive other answer from them than the speedy efFect- 
ing of this business. 

This peremptory message wrought diversely with them, and made some 
of them put water in their wine, seeing the time of their reign so near 
an end : but the greater sort grew more averse, and would not de- 
scend to so sudden resolution : many bold and petulant speeches passed 
that day (for they sat long) but above all Christopher Neville, younger 
son to the Lord Abergeyny, was most noted, for a curious premeditate 
declamation made for some other time (but should have been lost if not 
spoken now), therein among many other sentences he'said ih&inuvcprin' 
ripes ita grossanitir ui poiius sit mori quam vivere : and spared not great 
personages about the Court, calling them arrisores et wrrosores^ which he 
englished spaniels to the King and wolves to the people, wilh much 
other like stuff, not worth the remembering. Neither were others behind 
in glancing at principal Peers and Councillors : and Hoskins forsooth 
noust have his oar in the boat, and tell them that wise princes put away 
strangers, as Canute, when he meant to plant himself here, sent back his 
Danes ; and the Palsgrave had lately dismissed all the English that were 
about the Lady Elizabeth, and withal (to what purpose he knows best), put 
tbem in mind of Vespera Siciliame, 

You may judge of the rest by these scantlings. Whereupon it was 
thought best to stay the bells, and the next day, being Saturday, the Speaker 
was sick, and so the House sat not, and by Monday it was known there 
wns a commission out to dissolve the Parliament, whereupon the wiser 

* Forster, vol. i. p. 26. 

• J. e, Tfaureday, June 9th : the day on wliich he was writing. 
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sort propounded means to pacify and some way to satisfy the King, but 
there were so many difficulties in the manner, and the time so short, that 
nothing could be done ; and withal they were so malcontent that their 
conference about impositions was refused, the Bishop protected against 
them, and now to be so peremptorily pressed, that being somewhat out of 
frame before, this did quite distemper them, and made them careless which 
way the world went. The truth is, it should seem by their carriage, and 
by tliat I have heard from some of them, that there was never known a 
more disorderly House, and that it was many times more like a cock-pit 
than a grave Council, and many sat there that had been more fit to have 
been among the roaring boys than in that assembly.^" 

In his next letter (June 80) he gives some further particulars. 
Since he wrote last ** divers had been called coram, for their carriage 
and speeches in that House, and driven to explain themselves :" 

'* Among whom Sir Edwin Sandes so demeaned himself that he was 
dismissed without taint or touch; though upon examination it fell out 
there was a plot discovered to overthrow all orderly proceedings in this 
Parliament, and to make it utterly void, by insisting upon dangerous 
points, as taking away impositions, restoring of silenced ministers, and 
removing the Scots, with other matters likely to make the King lose all 
patience, and for this purpose Hoskyns was embouched, abetted, and 
indeed plainly hired with money to do that he did, and some others drawn 
on by other means : for which practices one Kettleby and his brother, 
(gentlemen of Gloucestershire as I take it), little Dr. Sharpe, and Sir 
Charles Comwallis, (though none of them were of the House) were com- 
mitted to the Tower, and there remain. Now if it be asked why they 
should take this course, and cui bono ? you must understand th^t there was 
much ado and great dispute before a Parliament could be procured, and 
the contrary part to make good their opinion sought by all means to em- 
broil and bring it to nothing.**^ 

Lorkin's letters to Sir Thomas Puckering told much the same 
story. And on the 11th of September, hearing that they had not 
reached him, he sent the following by way of recapitulation. 

" The true ground of breaking up the Parliament I conceive to be his 
Majesty's indignation against the House for the manner and fashion of their 
proceeding, wasting out the time, either nihil agendo, or aliud agendo^ 
or male agendo. 

The beginning they spent wholly in the discovery of Undertakers, with- 
out entering into a consideration of any other matter whatever, and 
wherein their violence continued till such time as Sir Henry Neville, by 

> S. P. Dom. James I., toI. Ixxvii., no. 36. « Ibid. no. 53. 
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his adyanciog of the fact and the manner, gave them satisfaction. Then 
they left the main point for which thej were assembled, the King's relief, 
and fell to descant upon his royal prerogative in matters of Imposition, 
which they pretended to be against law, and therefore instantly laboured 
that they might be removed, with protestations against supplying the 
Xing's wants otherwise: which how unpleasing a theme it was to his 
Majesty yon may easily guess by the importance thereof, sith thereby 
was called in question, if not a moiety, yet a third part of his revenue. 
Yet had it been well if they had contained themselves within these bounds, 
and had not proceeded to personal invectives, and mutinous and seditious 
speeches against his Majesty, against his fiivourites, and against the Scots 
in general. Such as offended in this last kind were chiefly Hoskins and 
Wentworth, lawyers, Mr. Neville, and Sir Walter Chute. But the former 
was the most exorbitant, as well for the matter and the jnanner of his 
speech, as for the practice and conspiracy (so they here qualify it) with 
Sir Charles Comwallis and Dr. Sbarpe about the contriving of it. His 
speech imported thus much in effect, that he could wish his Majesty coxdd 
be more reserved of his honours and favours to strangers, and more com- 
municative to those of our native country, especially in the weighty af- 
fairs of state, for fear a Sicilian Vespers or Parisian Matins did ensue : 
commending withal the prudence of the Palatine as most worthy to be 
imitated : who, of the little number that was sent over with her Highness, 
retained few or scarce any at all. Which words of his passed the House 
not only without censure, but when Sir Henry Wotton called them in 
q[ne8tion, were by them justified as having nothing exceeded the bounds 
of modesty. 

Other occasions occurred, but these were the main inducements to per- 
suade the King to dissolve the House as he did."' 

We see here that, besides the obvious causes of the breach, arising 
from the old struggle between Privilege and Prerogative (in which 
tbe refiisal of supplies on one side and the power of dissolution on 
the other were the weapons constitutionally provided), both these 
reporters speak of a '^ plot " or conspiracy to bring about, not the 
yictory of either, but the defeat of both : a conspiracy to prevent a 
peaceable issue, by some party whose object was simply to make the 
Parliament a failure. It is not easy upon the first view to see why 
anybody should have wished for that result. That there should have 
been persona who, when it was a question whether a Parliament 
should be called, thought the experiment unlikely to succeed and 
therefore wished that it should not be tried, is intelligible enough. 
But when it was too late to prevent the trial of a Parliament, it is 
hard to understand how any one belonging to the Court party could 
have wished it to end without voting supplies. Other means of re- 

^ * Court and Times of James I.,* vol. i. p. 345« 
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plenishing the Exchequer had been tried in vain ; and to wish this 
to fail was to wish the King to be still in straits for money ; which 
could not be the interest of those who fed upon his bounty. But 
the complaint repeated so frequently in the Journals, and from so 
many sides, of the " casting in of bones," and of " popishly-affected 
persons " seeking to keep them in broils, prove that the existence 
of such a party was believed in at the time, and points to the quarter 
whence it was supposed to spring. The Earl of Northampton was 
no doubt the '^ popishly-affected" person supposed to be at the head 
of the conspiracy—Sir Charles CJomwallis and little Dr. Sharpe 
being his instruments. He was known to have been against calling 
this Parliament, and he treated the dissolution of it, almost openly, 
as a pelrsonal jrictory ; making a kind of triumphal entry into Lon- 
don from Greenwich immediately after, with a great attendance -of 
gentlemen on horseback, and '' with only Sir Charles Comwallis in 
his coach ;" a thing " much noted," says Chamberlain, " in the man- 
ner and the time."^ "What use he proposed to make of his victory 
we cannot tell, for he died the next week. But I suppose he thought 
that the hope of relief through Parliament withheld the King from 
arbitrary measures, to which, if he could be made desperate of re- 
medy from that quarter, he would be the more easily induced to 
resort.* To the advice of councillors who were aiming secretly at this 
end, his natural irritation at the offensive language used in the Lower 
House laid him open : and the resolution to shorten the time allowed 
to the Commons for re-consideration (for which it would be difficult 
to invent any plausible justification in policy) was probably taken 
suddenly in a fit of angry impatience under their influence ; Suffolk 
and Somerset (now that they found what was the end of " playing 
the knave" with the Undertakers) having very likely joined with 
him.* 

The silence of Bacon during all these later debates (for after the 

^ Chamberlain to Carleton, 9th and 80th of June, 1614. 

^ " And indeed I could wish they would not stand too stiff, but take some mo- 
derate course to supply him by ordinary means, leH he be driven to ^Doye of woree 
conteguence^ wherein he thall not want oolow both from law and pulpit" Cham- 
berlain to Carleton, 12 May, 1614. 

* Mr. Gardiner ('Prince Charles and the Spanish Marriage,' yol. L p. 21), 
relying upon the reports of GK)ndomar to the King of Spain, attributes the resolu- 
tion to an understandinff between James and the ambassador that in case of a 
quarrel with Parliament ne might count on the support of Philip. Ambassadors, 
like other people, are apt to impute to their own action the motions of the world 
in which they more ; and the reports of a man who is magidfying his own seryices 
in the eyes of one to whom he looks for his reward, and who has no means of 
checking them, ought to be received with caution. It is probable enough, how- 
cTer, that if James had not seen a prospect of relief to his Exchequer by the dowry 
of the Infanta, he would not have ventured upon the dissolution ; and therefore 
that Oondoniar's assurance, if not the cause, was at least the condition of it. But 
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16th of May, when he accepted his part in the proposed conference 
about Impositions, his name occurs in the Journals only twice, and 
that only as forming one of the select committee on the Bishop's 
case ; nor is he mentioned by any contemporary newsman as having 
had anything to do with them) is to be accounted for, probably, by 
his sense of the peculiar condition upon which he held his place. 
His office having been decided to be a disqualification for the duties 
of a member, he could hardly obtrude his advice where it was not 
asked and where he could not hope that it would be acceptable. 
But that the dissolution was in any way owing to his action or ad« 
vice, is an assumption entirely gratuitous, and in my opinion impro« 
bable in the highest degree. It is at variance with all the external 
and collateral evidence; which imputes the frustration to a set of 
persons both in the House and out of it, — in the House as actors, 
out of the House as instigators, — with whom he had neither sympathy 
nor influence ; with whom in fact he had nothing to do. It is at va- 
riance also with everything we know of his wishes, hopes, fears, pro- 
ceedings, and policy. Such an upset was in his opinion not merely 
a thing to be avoided, but of all possible issues the very worst that 
could happen. That the King should ** once part with his Parlia- 
ment with love and reverence," was in his opinion a thing " inesti- 
mable for his safety and service."^ The parting in this case was 
with mutual irritation and sense of wrong, upon terms mortifying to 
both, and not calculated to make either think better or kindlier of 
the other. It was satisfactory to those only who wished to see Par- 
liamentary government brought into discredit. How far Bacon was 
from being one of them has appeared clearly enough already, and 
will appear more clearly still hereafter. 

I cannot aooepi it as a Buffioient account of the matter. For it leaves unexplained 
the particular difficul^. It does not explain why James hurried the dissolution, 
and so cut short a deUberation which mt^ht have ended in a vote of subsidies by 
the House of Conunons. 
> See VoL IV. p. 871. 
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CHAPTER III. 

A.D. 1614. JETAT. 54. 
1. 

When both parties in a dispute lose their temper it is not likely that 
either of them will conduct it wisely. Though we do not know pre- 
cisely what the provocation was upon which the King determined to 
send that peremptory message, we can hardly doubt that he would 
have done more wisely to refrain, at least until the contumacy of the 
House had expressed itself in some act for which the House as a ' 
body was more distinctly responsible than it could ever be for the 
speeches of individual members. As a body, the Lower House had 
involved itself in a very foolish quarrel, but it does not appear that it 
had yet passed any act or resolution to which just objection could be 
taken by the Crown. With regard to the Bishop, they had appointed 
a Committee to consider what further should be done, and that Com- 
mittee had not concluded its deliberations. With regard to Impo- 
sitions, they had appointed a Sub-Committee to argue the question 
in conference with the Lords, but the argument had not come off* 
With regard to the King's last message, the answer was still under 
consideration. With regard to supplies, they had delayed but they 
had not refused them. The remarks of Clarendon on the dissolu- 
tions of the earlier Parliaments of the succeeding reign seem to me 
to apply perfectly well to this. ** And here," he says, " I cannot 
but let myself loose to say that no man can show me a source whence 
those waters of bitterness we now taste have more probably flowed, 
than from these unreasonable, unskilful, and precipitate dissolutions 
of Parliaments ; in which, by an unjust survey of the passion, inso- 
lence, and ambition of particular persons, the Court measured the 
temper and affection of the country ; and by the same standard the 
people considered the honour, justice, and piety of the Court : and 
so usually parted at those sad seasons with no other respect and cha- 
rity one toward the other than accompanies persons who never meant 
to meet but in their own defence. In which the King had always 



1614.] EEBOBS ON BOTH SIDES. 73 

the disadvantage to harbour persons about him, who with their ut- 
most industry, false information, and malice improved the faults and 
infirmities of the Court to the people, and again, as much aa in them 
lay, rendered the people suspected, if not odious, to the King. . . . 
It is not to be denied that there were in all those Parliaments, espe- 
cially in that of the fourth year, several passages and distempered 
speeches of particular persons, not fit for the dignity and honour of 
those places, and unsuitable to the reverence due to his Majesty and 
his councils. But I do not know any formed Act of either House 
(for neither the Eemonstrance nor Votes of the last day were such) 
that was not agreeable to the wisdom and justice of great Courts 
upon those extraordinary occasions. And whoever considers the 
acts of power and injustice of some of the ministers, in those inter- 
vals of Parliament, will not be much scandalized at the warmth and 
vivacity of those meetings.'*! 

The last sentence may require some modification ; for the grievances 
which excited the Commons in 1614i were not so much acts of op- 
pression by great men as pretensions of legal authority on the part 
of the Crown. But it may be truly said that whoever considers the 
nature and issues of those constitutional disputes, will excuse a good 
deal of warmth and vivacity on both sides. So uncertain as the con- 
sequences were of making the Crown absolutely dependent upon a 
vote of the Lower House for the means of carrying on the govern- 
ment, the King might well be excused for hesitating to throw away 
a source of revenue which the authorized interpreters of the law had 
hitherto declared to belong by law to him. So indefinite as the 
power was which the undisputed command of that source of revenue 
would have put into the King's hands, the Commons might well be 
excused for fighting hard to establish a check upon it. In propor- 
tion to the importance of the controversy was the passion with which 
on either side it was conducted. On both sides this passion bred 
intemperance. The King was ill advised in attempting to enforce a 
vote of supply by a threat of dissolution, and afterwards in commit- 
ting some of the members to prison for speeches in the House which 
he was not obliged to know anything about ; and for burning the 
notes which had been prepared by those who had had parts assigned 
them in the Committee of Conference.^ But he was a man whom 
nature had made at once extremely affectionate and extremely irri- 
table ; and though he had tried hard to be patient, yet when be found 
that the House was occupying itself in personal invectives against 

' HiBt. of the BebeUion, book i. p. 39. 

' Not that this laet was so futile a prooecdmg as it is sometimes represented to be. 



Though it did not affect the value of the arguments, it prevented the publicatioii. 
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the men he loved — most of them the friends and favourites of his 
youth, for he never cast a friend off — his patience failed him and he 
did a foolish thing. The Commons, on their side, were men too ; 
aud did their best to countenance and justify him in both these acts. 
By insisting on the punishment of the Bishop of Lincoln for what 
they considered slander of themselves, they deprived themselves of 
all right tp maintain that speeches in the House, being offensive to 
persons out of the House, were exempt from punishment at the in- 
stance of the offended party. And by suspending all consideration 
both of the question of Impositions and the question of Supply, to 
make room first for the pursuit of such a quarrel as that, and then 
for intrusion into matters in which they had no constitutional right 
to interfere, they deprived themselves of all right to complain of the 
dissolution as interrupting them in the discharge of their proper 
duty. Their excuse is of the same kind as the King's excuse. They 
were angry because they could not get what they wanted : and they 
did foolish things. 

But however the blame may be apportioned, the issue was not sa- 
tisfactory to anybody except the enemies of Parliaments. To part 
without any reform accomplished or grievance redressed, was a dis- 
appointment to the popular party. To part without granting sup« 
plies was no satisfaction to them. It was not what they intended 
or what they wished. Those of them who were statesmen, and there 
were good statesmen among their leaders, could well understand both 
the evils and the dangers of an empty Exchequer ; and though His- 
tory may be content with pronouncing her censures and so pass on 
to the next case without asking more questions, the men of the time 
could not forget that censures remove no difficulties, and that the 
next question was, what the GK)vemment was to do P They saw the 
state so deep in debt (already more than half a million, which was 
more than a whole year's ordinary revenue, and still rapidly increas- 
ing) that it could not even borrow except at extravagant interest ; 
Government security being the worst in the land. They saw the na- 
tural and constitutional remedy by Parliament twice tried in vain ; 
each time leaving the case worse than it was before ; and for the pre- 
sent at least, all hope of relief from that quarter cut off : for though 
the last failure may have arisen from mismanagement, and might per- 
haps have been avoided, it was not the less past mending. The other 
sources of relief which remained available were not such as it was 
desirable to drive the King upon, either for his own sake or the 
people's. By straining the prerogative hard, something might no 
doubt be made of monopolies, of penal laws, of feudal tenures, of 
fines for disobeying proclamatioDS, of raising rents, of new imposi- 
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tions, and the like : but such remedies, though they might a little 
relieve the present symptoms, would but hurry on a more fatal disease. 
Something might possibly be done by a wealthy marriage for the 
Prince ; but that must be with Spain, and the thought of such a thing 
was hateful to the people as a compromise with Antichrist. Some- 
thing might be done by selling Crown property : but not without beg- 
garing the inheritance of the Grown. Something also (and it was the 
least objectionable remedy) by the sale of titular honours ; but not 
without depriving such honours of all their real value. What else ? 

Had the flEiilure of the Parliament been the King's fault alone, he 
might perhaps have partly recovered his position by recanting his 
error. But it is too evident that it was not so. It is too evident 
that the House of Commons could no longer be trusted either for 
understanding or for acting upon the true interests of the kingdom, 
even according to the most popular construction of them. The vir- 
tuous and consistent and patriotic members, such as Sir Edwin 
Sandys, were no longer masters of the House. It had shown itself 
capable of becoming a factious assembly '^ careless how the world 
went," and its movements could no longer be answered for by any* 
body. 

Then again, putting aside the case of the King in his personal 
capacity, and of the Crown in its relation to the Commons, in what 
condition did this dissolution leave the people themselves ? Abroad, 
there was Spain, with the Pope to back her, ready to invade on the 
first opportunity. What case so inviting to an invader, as that of a 
nation whose Government can raise no money P Ireland, with both 
Spain and the Pope at her back, was always ready to rebel : what 
better opportunity for rebellion ? The Dutch would gladly beat the 
English merchants out of the markets of the world : how were they 
to be protected against foul play ? The pirates of Algiers and Tunis 
were plundering them as they passed : how were they to be protected 
against robbery ? At home, though there was no great evil pressing 
nor any great danger threatening, time was working changes as usual : 
new cases were arising which Gbvemment required new powers to 
meet ; proclamations being but a voice, which could not be enforced 
without sanction of a previous law. Whatever good therefore was 
designed for the nation in that long array of bills prepared by the 
Government for the last Parliament, or in any others which the 
popular party designed to bring in, all that good was at a stand. 

To call another Parliament immediately would have been a ha- 
zardous experiment, — as likely to do harm as good. But there was 
one way left by which those who regretted the state of things which 
had thus been brought about might help to rectify it. It can hardly 
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be doubted that manj Englishmen, both in and out of Parliament, 
were sorry that the representatives of the people had been forced to 
part without imposing a tax for the benefit of the King. As many 
as were of that mind might offer the King their own share of such a 
tax, of their own free will. The law which forbade any man to be 
taxed without the consent of his representatives, could not be con- 
strued as forbidding each man to tax himsolf. Those who thought 
it right so to tax themselves, would naturally think it right for others, 
similarly circumstanced, to do the same, and might endeavour to 
persuade them to do it. While the King on his part, though for- 
bidden to exact any such contribution without consent of Parliament, 
was not forbidden to receive one which (with or without that con- 
sent) was freely offered. If thwefore a party of noblemen and gen- 
tlemen, knowing what had passed, weighing the consequences of it, 
and concluding (as they might well do) that such a notorious beg- 
gary of the Exchequer, together with such a notorious breach be- 
tween the Executive and the Legislature, was dangerous to the best 
interests of the kingdom ; that it had been brought about by no just 
or rational course of proceeding, but by accidents and blunders and 
faction ; and that it was such a conclusion as every wise and honest 
man in the kingdom must, if he understood the nature and conse- 
quences of it, regret ; — if such a party agreed, first to make a sub- 
scription among themselves, and then to get up a subscription 
through the country, for the relief of the Exchequer, and for a better 
proof that the King, however he might have broken with the Parlia- 
ment, had not lost the affections of the people ; taking at the same 
time all practicable precautions to make people understand that it was 
really and truly a free gift, — that any man might give or not give as 
he pleased, and that while those who gave would be thanked, those 
who did not give would pass unnoticed and unchallenged; no just 
objection could be taken to the proceeding. 

As some questions of importance turn upon the manner in which 
the business was conducted, I may as well give in extenao the Arch- 
bishop's letter which appears to have been the very beginning of it. 

The Archbishop op Canterbury to the Bishop op 
Norwich. 1 

Jane 1614. 
My very good Lord, 
I doubt not but you have heard what was the issue of this late Par- 
liament, and how by the harsh courses of some men his Majesty received 

> Printed in appendix to Bp. (Goodman's ' Court of Eing Jamee I.' (edited by 
Brewer, 1889), vol. ii. p. 167. 
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no kind of satisfaction in tiiat great oaose wherefore he called them, that 
is to say, for the supplying of his necessities. This event producing a 
great damp on all sides, it pleased God to put into the minds of my Lords 
the Bishops, after the expiring of the Convocation, to think upon some 
eourse how they might in some measure testify their duty unto their 
sovereifpi by some free-wiU offering. 

The matter whereupon they resolved was, that every Bishop should 
voluntarily send unto the King the best piece of plate which he had ; and 
if his Majesty ^ould be^ pleased to accept of this, then we promised to 
move the civilians, and others of the abler sort of the clergy, according to 
their proportion to do the like. Li brief his Majesty graciously accepted 
it, conceiving that it would produce that effect whereat we principally 
umed, that this our example would bring on the Lords and others of the 
temporally to do the like. And verily God blessed our intendments, for 
his Highness immediately making it known in the Court, the Lords of the 
Council and the rest of the nobility presently took it up, and not only 
themselves dp perform the same, but sent forthwith to the Judges, to the 
Lord Mayor and Aldermen, together with other persons of special note, 
so that I trust the harvest will be great throughout the better sort of the 
whole kingdom. We of the Bishops that wore here presently sent in oiir 
gifts, myself leading the way ; and some of our company, not having any 
piece of plate sufficient to express their zeal to this service, sent in some 
one of smaller worth, but filled with gold, so that it made a present of 
reasonable value. The desire of us all is, that your Lordship will bear a 
part in this work, and that you will move the clergy in your diocese to 
send in such a voluntary gratification, whereunto those which were here 
in Convocation already prepared, out of this ground, that if the Parlia- 
ment had obtained the expected success, they might well have conceived 
Uiat they should have granted no less than three or four subsidies. Our 
meaning in this is, that no poor man should be grated on, but that it 
should come freely from the purses of those who are of ability, and shall 
part with that which is of ornament and luxury rather than of necessity ; 
and where men are unwilling to part with their plate, they may send in 
some convenient sum of money as a redemption for the same. I pray 
your Lordship with all diligence and dexterity to set yourself to this work, 
wherein I trust all good men will concur with alacrity ; for it is a shame 
unto our whole nation that so good and gracious a King should be driven 
to necessity, when we, his people, do live in plenty. And I know it was 
a singular comfort unto his Majesty, that, when some have been unre- 
spective of him, there were not wanting others which remembered their 
duty, and that so opportunely. So ceasing to be any way fiirther trouble- 
some unto your Lordship, with my hearty commendations. 

I rest your so very loving brother 

G. Cant. 
Lambeth, the ... of June 1614. 

I entreat your Lordship to send me word what you do herein, and when 
you shall convey it up, to send me a note of all the parties, and of the 
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proportion of tiieir gifts, that I may make up a book of all that is bestowed 

throughout the whole kingdom. 

To the Bight Bererend Father in (jrod, my 

good Lord and Brother, the Lwd Bishop 

of Norwich give these. 

So far, I sappose no one will maintain that the proceeding was 
unconstitutional : for the offer thus made by the members of the 
Convocation (with whom the legal power of taxing the clergy lay) 
may be considered only as an irregular way of doing what they had 
a right to do, and would no doubt have done in the regular way if 
they had had the opportunity. And if individual members of the 
laity chose to follow the example of the Bishops, why not ? " The 
Archbishop of Canterbury " (says Chamberlain) *' began with a ba^ 
sin and ewer, and redeemed it with £140. The Bishop of Winches- 
ter as much, Ely £120, et sic de eateru. The noblemen followed 
the example. The Lord Chamberlain and the Earl of Somerset gave 
each £200; the Earl of Salisbury, £300; the rest less; Mr. Secre- 
tary gave £100 ; and all officers towards the law or receipt, accord- 
ing to their minds; Sir Henry Fanshawe, £50; Sir Christopher 
Hatton, as much ; the Lord Coke, £200 ; but the rest of the Judges 
come but slowly after : for I know where some presented but £20, 
which ^as refused. The money is paid into the Jewel House."^ 

What Bacon gave I do not find mentioned, nor do I know whether 
up to this point he had had anything to do with the business. But 
the next step was a critical one ; and his opinion was either asked or 
offered as to the course which should be followed. " Letters,'* 
Chamberlain adds, '' shall be sent into all the shires to see how they 
will follow the example." Now it is obvious that though the 
Bishops, Lords, Judges, and Courtiers, in giving what they pleased, 
used no more than their lawful liberty to dispose of that which was 
their own, methods might be used to induce the shires to follow their 
example which would be far from lawful ; and that the constitution- 
ality of the further proceeding depended entirely upon the effect of 
the letters that were to be sent out. And therefore a paper which 
I have found among the Cotton MSS. addressed to that particular 
point, written in the hand of a secretary whom Bacon commonly 
employed about this time, and docketed in his own hand, must be 
regarded as a document of some importance. Though his name is 
not upon it, the internal evidence of style, combined with the circum- 
stances I have mentioned, will leave little doubt in aoy mind that it 
is his own composition : and for my own part I take it to be one of 

' Chamberlain to Carleton, 80 June, 1614. 
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those compositions which are especially his own, being a volantaiy 
seirice, not performed in public or in conjunction with others, but a 
piece of advice privately submitted to the King or Council, in a 
matter which he thought important. 

Certain points to be observed in the Voluntary Oblation 

WELL begun for HIS MaJESTY's HELP AND SUPPLY.^ 

In general there be three things which are tanquam fines, 
unto which relation is to be had in the ordering of this matter. 

First, that it have no show of any compulsory means to draw 
men to give, or any pressing it by authority. 

Secondly, that the meaner and poorer sort of people be not 
at all touched or dealt with. 

Thirdly, that such course be taken as may encourage and 
give the better sort an edge and appetite to give cheerfully 
and plentifully. 

For that which may conduce to these ends, the points fol- 
lowing are to be put in practice. 

1 . That the terms of Benevolence and Contribution (whereof 
the one is forbidden by Act of Parliament, the other is the or- 
dinary word for payments taxed and rated in the country) be 
avoided ; and that the terms whereby it shall be expressed shall 
be Gift, Present, Offering, Oblation, or the like. 

2. That there be no precise method of beginning with the 
greater and superior and so descending in order to the meaner 
and inferior; or that men should give in the body or company 
whereof they are; but that every particular man^s gift (if he like 
better to go by himself) may be accepted and presented by what 
means himself best liketh. 

8. That there be no letters from his Majesty nor the body of 
the Council, nor the Lieutenants, concerning the same. But 
that particular councillors, noblemen, great oflScers, and the like, 
by their several letters or word of mouth, do commend it to 
some selected gentlemen in the country which are most indus- 
trious and gracious with the shires or towns ; or to such as have 
dependence upon them as officers. ' 

4. That there be no formal course of appointing either the 
collector, — as that he must be either the deputy-lieutenant, or 

> Cotfc. MSB. Clcop. F. Ti. f. 891. Docketed in Paeon's hand : " Supplic : free 
oblation to the E." 

VOL. v. O 
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CofltoB Botulorum^ or derk of the peace (or the like) ; nor yet of 
the presenter to the King^ but that it be left to the choice of 
the justices of peace for the shire^ and the principal townsmen 
in towns, whom to choose to be their collector, and likewise by 
whom about the King to present their gift. 

5. That it be given out abroad that Mr. Secretary or Sir 
Thomas Lake, being daily attending about the King, have order 
to receive the bills or schedules of names of such as do give, and 
the sum or value of their gift, and to show the same bills or 
schedules to the King weekly ; and the like bill to the Prince to 
be preferred by some near about him. 

6. That there be copies spread abroad, especially of such as 
give most bountifully, that others of their rank may perceive 
they cannot without discredit and note fall too low. 

7. That no fees or payments be taken out of that which shall 
be presented, nor that it be paid into the Exchequer, but be con- 
signed over to the payment of the King's debts; and those debts 
first that concern the public, as the Navy, Ireland, &c. ; and 
that above all care be taken that no part of the plate or other- 
wise be given away. 

8. That if much should conie in in plate, which wHl be a great 
gain either to the Jewel-house or to the goldsmith, consideration 
be had thereof, and a good proportion answered to the King out 
of the same by the officers of the Jewel-house or goldsmiths. 

9. That the city of London by no means use not the course 
which commonly they take, to make any rating by companies, 
whereby it may reach to the poor, but that they choose the 
ablest men of every company with whom to deal. 

10. That the like course be held by those that shall deal for 
the King in all counties and towns, singling out those which either 
for ability or credit will be forward, and importuning or pressing 
no man. 

11. That for the present time there be no mention at all made 
of the voluntary delivering in of Privy Seals, nor that that course 
be allowed or accepted of (as not helping his Majesty's present 
necessity) ; for otherwise many will turn their gift into that kind. 

12. That it be now at the first hotly and closely followed, and 
not suffered to cool, for else it will be acribus initiii fine tncu- 
rioso. 

13. That special care be taken that in the accepting of a gift 
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from any Recusant beyond proportion^ it be not conceived there 
is some secret dispensation or toleration. 

14. That howsoever no manner of compulsory means is to be 
nscd^ nor no show thereof^ yet if any malicious person shall de- 
ride or scorn or slander the frank disposition of the King's sub- 
jects, or purposely dissuade it or seek to defeat it or divert it, 
that be questioned and severely punished. 

15. That in the conclusion there be a Proclamation of thanks ; 
as well to comfort the King's loving subjects^ as to publish and 
Boand abroad their affection unto all parts. 

I take this paper to afford good evidence that if any of these let- 
ten were sent in the name of the King, or from the body of the 
Cooncil, or from the Lieutenants, it was not the fault of Bacon. 
Not being himself a member of the Council, he oould not control 
their resolutions ; and it appears that in some things they took a 
coarse contrary to this advice. There is reason to believe that their 
first design was to make the collection by Commission under the 
Great Seal, which was objected to by Coke (now a Privy Councillor) 
not only as impolitic (in which Bacon would have agreed with him) 
but as illegal — ^in which he differed : and though Coke retracted that 
opinion afterwards, it prevailed at the time, and prevented the adop- 
tion of that course. The course chosen, however, was scarcely more 
in accordance with Bacon's suggestions : for the motion was made 
bj letters j^om the Couneil to the Sheriffs, Justices of the Peace, and 
Mayors.^ And here we may leave the business for the present, as 
we shall have to return to it afterwards. 



2. 

Of Bacon's employments during the remainder of this year I find 
but few traces. 

The kind of business which occupied much of his time may be 
partly inferred from a letter to Sir Thomas Lake, which happens to 
have been preserved ; relating to the legal form of a grant of certain 
lands forfeited to the Grown through the attainder of Bookewood, 
one of the persons engaged in the Gunpowder Plot. But it appears 
to have been merely a piece of ordinary lawyer's work, into the par- 
ticulars of which it is not worth while to inquire further. 

' See serenJ of them printed from the Council Register bj Gardiner, toI. ii. 
p. 896. 

o2 
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To Sir Thomas Lakk.^ 

Sir Thomas Lake. The warrant you sent me for the drawing 
of my Lord Walden's grant from his Majesty, the word concealed 
in the warrant doth hinder the force of the patent, for that the 
said lands were once in charge, although they were afterwards 
discharged by plea and judgment thereupon against his Majesty. 
So that his Majesty was answered no profit or revenew for the 
same. You must be pleased to send me a warrant more general, 
viz. of all the lands of the said Roolcewood which by the industry 
of the said Lord Walden are found since Easter Term last by 
Inquisition to be forfeited to his Majesty by the attainder of the 
said Rookewood : otherwise I cannot draw any grant effectual. 

Your H's loving friend 
to command 

Fr. Bacon. 

xi*** of July 
1614. 

3. 

The next paper has no date, nor am I aware that any of the facts 
or persons referred to in it will enable us to fix it nearer than this 
—that it was drawn up after the dissolution of the Parliament of 
1614, and not very long after. But I take it that the long vacation 
of that year is the date most probable. For the subject was one 
which Bacon seldom failed to press upon the attention of the GK>- 
vemment when he found or could make an opportunity ; the present 
opportunity was best if taken at once : and he did not often let a 
long vacation pass without preparing some suggestive memorial for 
the King. He returned to the subject again about two years later 
in a more detailed and elaborate proposition, which will appear in 
its place and form the best comment upon this : concerning which it 
is enough to say here that the suggestion was adopted and acted 
upon, and some way made, though we do not know exactly what was 
done. 

A Memorial touching the Review of Penal Laws and 
THE Amendment op the Common Law.' 

Forasmuch as it was one of His Majesty's Bills of Grace, that 

' S. p. Dom. James I., toI. IxxtU. no. 61. Original : the subaoription in Bacon*s 
own hand. 

. * Oott. MSS. Tit F. iv. 11. Copy in a contemporary hand, without date or name. 
Docketed in another, " Bacon touching the amendment of Laws.*' 
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there should be certain Commissioners^ 12 Lawyers and 12 Gen- 
tlemen of experience in the Country^ for the review of penal 
laws and the repeal of such as are obsolete and snaring^ and the 
supply where it shall be needful of laws more mild and fit for 
the time^ etc.^ and thereupon to prepare bills for the next Par- 
liament : It were now a time for his Majesty out of his royal 
authority and goodness to act this excellent intent^ and to grant 
forth a Commission accordingly^ wherein besides the excellency 
of the work in itself, and the pursuing of the intent of that Bill 
of Grace, two things will follow for his Majesty's honour and re- 
putation. 

The one that it will beat down the opinion which is 

sometime muttered. That his Majesty will call no more 

Parliaments. 
The other that whereas there are some rumours dispersed 

that now his Majesty for the help of his wants will work 

upon the penal laws, the people shall see his disposition is 

so far from that, as he is in hand to abolish many of them. 
There is a second work which needeth no Parliament, and is 
one of the rarest works of sovereign merit which can fall under 
the acts of a King. For Kings that do reform the body of their 
Laws are not only Reges but Leffis-latores, and as they have 
been well called perpetui Principes, because they reign in their 
Laws for ever. 

Wherefore, for the Common Law of England, it appeareth it 
is no Text law, but the substance of it consisteth in the series 
and succession of Judicial Acts from time to time which have 
been set down in the books which we term Year Books or Re- 
ports, so that as these Beports are more or less perfect, so the 
Law itself is more or less certain, and indeed better or worse. 
Whereupon a conclusion may be made, that it is hardly possible 
to confer upon this kingdom a greater benefit than if his Majesty 
should be pleased that these books also may be purged and re- 
viewed, whereby they may be reduced to fewer volumes and 
clearer resolutions : which may be done. 

By taking away many cases obsolete and of no^ use, 

keeping a remembrance of some few of them for antiquity 

sake. 

^ Biought in by Bacon on the 2nd of May 1614 See Book Y. Chap. II. § 4. 
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By taking away many cases that are merely but itera- 
tions^ wherein a few set down will serve for many. 

By taking away idle Queries^ which serve but for seeds of 
incertainty. 

By abridging and dilucidating cases tediously or darkly 
reported. 

By purging away cases erroneously reported and differing 
from the o]:iginal verity of the Record. 
Whereby the Common Law of England will be reduced to a 
corse or digest of Books of competent volumes to be studied^ and 
of a nature and content rectified in all points. 
Thus much for the time past. 

But to give perfection to this work his Majesty may be pleased 
to restore the ancient use of Reporters^ which in former times were 
persons of great learning, which did attend the Courts at West- 
minster, and did carefully and faithfully receive the Rules and Ju- 
dicial Resolutions given in the King's Courts, and had stipends of 
the Crown for the same ; which worthy institution by neglect of 
time hath been discontinued. 

It is true that this hath been supplied somewhat of later times 
by the industry of voluntaries, as chiefly by the worthy endeavours 
of the Lord Dier and the Lord Coke. But great Judges are 
unfit persons to be reporters, for they have either too little leisure 
or too much authority, as may appear well by those two books, 
whereof that of my Lord Dier is but a kind of note book, and 
those of my Lord Cokes hold too much de propria. 

The choice of the persons in this work will give much life unto 
it. The persons following may be thought on, as men not over- 
wrought with practice, and yet learned and diligent, and conver- 
sant in Reports and Records. There are six names whereof 
three only may suffice according to the three principal Courts of 
Law, the King's Bench, the Common Pleas, and the Exchequer. 
Mr Whitlock. Mr Hackwell 

Mr Noie. Mr Courtman 

Mr Hedley Mr Robert Hill. 

The stipend cannot be less than 100/. per annum. Which 
nevertheless were too little to men of such quality, in respect of 
some hindrance it may be to their practice, were it not that it 
will be accompanied with credit and expectation in due time of 
preferment. 
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Another fragment of Bacon's laboara, though a piece of profes- 
sional bosinesB (from which, we must always beware of inferring too 
much as to a man*s personal feelings and opinions), deriyes an interest 
from the manner of treatment, and as showing what he had to saj 
upon a subject which (so far as I remember) he has not touched 
upon anywhere else. He does not appear to have been at any time 
of his life a sportsman. We never hear of him at a hunting or 
hawking party, and though there were fish-ponds at Gorhambury, it 
is not known that he ever tried to catch a fish. In his Essays he 
has touched upon most things that '' come home to men's business 
and bosoms/' not excluding their less important amusements and re- 
etestions, but I do not think he has said anything in behalf of field- 
sports, whieh formed so large a part of the business of the King and 
Court. His official duty, however, would occasionally bring him 
into contact with the question. On the 25th of April 1614, shortly 
after Parliament had adjourned for the Easter recess, he was in- 
itructed by the Council to inquire into a case of fence-breaking and 
poaching in the forest of Windsor, and, if he thought fit, to proceed 
against the offenders in the Star Chamber, the next term.^ And in 
a manuscript volume in the Harleian collection, where some lawyer, 
or some one otherwise connected with the Courts of law, appears to 
have entered notable things from time to time, I find under the date 
23 October notes of a speech made in the Star Chamber upon a case 
of deer-stealing in the forest of Gillingham, by " Mr. Attorney." 
No one will doubt that ''Mr. Attorney" must have been Bacon: 
and though the year-date is doubtful, nothing of importance depends 
upon it. Whenever it may have been that he was called on to pro- 
secnte a deer-stealer, it is equally interesting to know what he had to 
say about the offence and how he dealt with it : and Michaelmas term 
1614 being as likely a date as any, it has as good a right to come in 
here as anywhere else. 

In Cameka Stellata xxiii® Octobris. — Notes of Me. At- 
torney's [Speech] concerning Deer-stealino.^ 

May it please your Lordships 
There is brought before you this day three several offences. 
The first is the King's case^ followed as it seems by the appoint- 

1 Begistor of Counoil Oflloe. > HarL MSS. 1576, t 74 
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ment of the Lord Chamberlain^^ for an offence in the forest of 
Oillingham. The other two are causes of noblemen. In which 
though I note the privitie case, I will yet observe the order of 
time. My Lords, in my observation length of speech is not fit 
in this Court except it be upon two occasions, either upon doubt- 
ful evidence or upon a new cause. It is true where evidence 
is doubtful you must do with the balance of Justice as with the 
balance in weighing ; you must be the longer with the balance 
in your hands. And in a new case it hath been the custom of 
this Court to read a kind of lecture. For this Court doth not 
only do justice, but takes away evil opinions from the country. 
Otherwise I hold it ill in case of justice to seek to delight the 
hearers, specially a man^s self. 

I see no occasion of length of speech : yet I'll speak a little of 
the general nature of the offence. 

My Lords, these offences of deer-hunting and stealing and 
malefactors in parks forests and chases, I hold them in their 
nature great, though these instances are not the greatest. 

1. Forests, Parks, and Chases, they are a noble portion of the 
King's prerogative : they are the verdure of the King, they are 
the first marks of honour and nobility, and the ornament of 
a flourishing kingdom. You never hear Switzerland or Ne- 
therland troubled with forests. It is a sport proper to the no- 
bility and men of better rank : and it is to keep a difference 
between the gentry and the common sort ; and so I hold this 
fault not vulgar. 

2. And are an excellent remedy against surcharge of people 
and too many of inhabitants, that the land through it grow not to 
slnttery, &c. And these green spots of the King are an excellent 
ornament to the beauty of the realm. 

3. They are excellent for the preservation of woods, and if the 
Druydes and Ancients of England should now live, they would 
scarce get a cell or sacrarie under shady trees. It is parcel of 
the King's prerogative, and such as formerly they would not 
communicate ; for in the statute of Merton there was a request 
made of the nobility for the proper imprisonment of such as they 
should take in their parks and ponds; as if the Lord Montague 

» This would be Somerset, if it was in 1614. His fiither-in-law, the Barl of 
Suffolk, had been made Lord Treasidrer early in July ; and he succeeded him as 
Lord Cehamberlatn. 
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or Lord Arundel should imprison in this case; the King denieth 
it: Hanorem meum non dabo alteri. So if it be not a royal 
flower of the Crown^ it is a green leaf at the least. Again^ it is 
mas pairius, and he that will not be touched with that^ I hold 
him very light. And it is the care and endeavour of a number 
of laws. Then jrou see what a watch tower the King's Majesty 
hath erected^ that the King's Justice in Eyre is but his sentinel 
over his forests. 

Lastly^ Affectus Regis : the King's pleasure is known^ and 
should work in the King's subjects their due obedience in a 
thing not Tulgar. It is excellent for the healthy and one of the 
cheerfullest exercises for his Majesty^ when he doth withdraw 
himself from greater aflTairs. It is subdiale exercitium, and yet a 
kind of artificial solitude. And as I have noted^ many excellent 
resolutions and counsels some time came to this table out of the 
wood. It argues the offence at least requires severity, because 
it is not every time found : they come not every day, and there- 
fore they should be the more severely punished. For ubi deficit 
custodim sectaritas ibi opem fert legis severiias : That which is 
hardest to keep in custody is fittest to secure by severity. Other 
sorts of robberies proceed upon necessity, and rape and battery 
upon passion. But this is a bravery, petulancy, wantonness, lust- 
Mness, and riotousness of the people, to do as they think good, 
and in that respect the more severely to be punished. 

Having thus shortly gone over the general, I will tell you 
what I think of the particular. And so proceeded to censure. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

A.D. 1614-15. JSTAT. 55. 

1. 

Thx angry parting between the King and Parliament, with the grave 
differences which led to it, though not followed bj any measures of 
▼iolence or sererity, could not but bear some fruits of disorder. In 
the heat of the agitation against ecclesiastical grievances, a Puritan 
clergyman named Peacham had made some charges against his pro- 
per Bishop — the Bishop of Bath and Wells — for which he was 
brought to answer before the High Commission. His house being 
searched for evidence, several loose papers were discovered there, not 
bearing upon the immediate question, but containing charges against 
the King and the great officers of State. Along with these, was a 
sermon in which all those charges wore collected and set forth, with 
text and prayer prefixed, as if ready to be preached : the whole 
forming a violent invective against the iniquities of the government, 
coupled, it would seem, with warnings (whether imprecatory or de- 
precatory I do not know) of judgment to come, in the shape of 
sudden death to the King, massacre of his officers, or risings of his 
people ; and implying an acquaintance with proceedings of State 
which it was supposed he could not have known of without the help 
of some one in a higher positicm. What the offence would have 
seemed to amount to in our eyes, it is impossible to say : for no 
sample of the composition has been preserved, and the only descrip- 
tion we have of it is from the pen of the King himself, who cannot be 
taken for an impartial witness. What we know is that these papers, 
being laid before the Privy Council, were by them judged to contain 
treasonable matter ; and that Peacham, who was already in durance 
waiting the sentence of the High Commission, was thereupon com- 
mitted to the Tower. 

For the libel upon the Bishop he was shortly after by sentence of 
the Court deprived of his orders. For the libel upon the King, 
which was thought to bo a more dangerous matter as affairs then 
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stoodyhe was now to be called in qaestion. In his first examination, 
which was taken before the Archbishop of Canterbury and the other 
members of the Priyj Council in the usual way — at what exact date 
I have not ascertained — he seems to have admitted that the papers 
vere in his own handwriting. But that was not thought enough. 
They were supposed to import a conspiracy for the purpose of excit- 
iog popular discontent ; and the first object was to find out what other 
person or persons were concerned in it. Upon this point they could 
get no light from him ;^ and imputing his silence to obstinacy (for 
which they may perhaps have had some reasonable ground, though 
we are not told what it was) they determined, — whether upon their 
own suggestion or by the King's command, does not appear,' — to put 
in force a power which, though it had been rarely used since James 
came to the throne, was still believed by everybody to be a power re- 
siding in the Crown by virtue of its prerogative. On the 18th of 
January 1614-15, they issued the following warrant : 

After our hearty commendations : Whereas Edmund Peacham now pri- 
soner in the Tower stands charged with the writing of a book or pamphlet 
containing matter treasonable (as is conceived), and being examined there- 
upon refusetb to declare the truth in those points whereof he hath been 
mterrogated : Forasmuch as the same doth concern his Majesty's sacred 

^ "Bemg asked with whom he hath conferred, or what information he hath 
firom others, by word, message, or writing, of those slanderous things set down in 
his papers, or any of them ? he answered that no person whatsoever did either by 
woid, meMaffa, or writing inform him of any of ^ose things; and that he never 
^ sny coxiSsrence with any man touching any of them, neitner did ever make any 
^tiieie known to any person." Second examination of Edmond Peacham, taken 
before the Lords at the Tower, Jan. 14, 1614. Dahymple's Memorials, p. 64. 

^ It was probably the result of their deliberation on Sunday the 15th, when the 
Question was pressed upon their attention by Winwood. In a letter printed in 
^alrynipWs Memorials (p. 65), which must naye been written between Monday 
tf an. 16 and Monday, Jan. 23, he says, ** On Saturday last, in the afternoon, the 
I'f^rds appointed by his M. to examme Peacham in the Tower, assembled there 
about 2 (k the dock. A copy of the examinations I send herewith, which your 
lordship may be pleased to impart to his M. [This would be the examination of 
^s 14th quoted in the last note.] I find not the man to be, as was related, stupid or 
^ but to be full of malice and craft. On Sunday I pressed the Lords bemg in 
^J|UMal, to advise and resolve for the farther proceeding against this delinquent, 
^e Lord Chancellor, by reason of his indisposition, was absent from the Council, 
fbe term now approaohinff, which on Monday next doth begin, the Lords do hold 
^ nioit convenient for his M. service that the Judges upon their arrival to this 
*jwii, should assemble together to every bench. A copy of Peaoham's book, au- 
MWntioaDy oollationed, is to be deliyered : upon their resolution, which they vrill 
not deUrer without advised deliberation, the Lords will with respectful care pro- 
ceed as in duty shall become them for the honour of his M." 

Swposing ttiis letter to have been dispatched to Boyston on Tuesday the 17th, 
the Kmg's answer could hardly have arrived soon enough to enable the Council 
|o isnie the warrant for the next examination on Wednesday, if it had to be done 
by bis direction. And as l^nwood does not express himsdf as if he were waitmg 
^ directkus, I shonld think it most likely that they agreed upon it among them- 
^elTSB. In the matter of oonsultmff the Judges we know that the King did inter* 
^ with a suggestion of his own : but for tfa^t there was time enough. 
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person and goTernment, and doth highly concern the service to hare many 
things yet discovered touching the said book and the author thereof, 
wherein Feacham dealeth not so clearly as beoometh an honest and loyal 
subject : These shall be therefore in his Majesty's name to will and require 
you and every of you to repair with what convenient diligence you may 
unto the Tower, and there to call before you the said Feacham, and to 
examine him strictly upon such interrogatories concerning the said book 
as you shall think fit and necessary for the manifestation of truth, and if 
you find him obstinate and perverse and not otherwise willing or ready to 
tell the truth, then to put him to the manacles, as in your discretion you 
shall see occasion. For which this shall be to you and every of you suffi- 
cient warrant.^ 

TTp to this time there is no reason to suppose that Bacon had had 
anything whatever to do with the case, directly or indirectly. What- 
ever questions therefore may be raised as to the legality of this war- 
rant, they cannot in any way touch him. For though he was one of 
the persons to whom it was directed, he was not a party to the is- 
suing of it. The persons who are responsible for issuing it were the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, the Earl of Suffolk (now Lord Treasurer), 
the Duke of Lenox (Lord Steward), the Earl of Worcester (Lord 
Privy Seal), Lord Stanhope, Sir Ealph Winwood (principal Secre- 
tary of State), Sir Fulke Greville (Chancellor of the Exchequer), and 
Sir Julius CsBsar (Master of the Bolls). And on their behalf it is 
enough to say that had any question been raised as to their au- 
thority to issue it, the clerk of the Council could have settled it at 
once by producing a series of warrants extending through the whole 
of the three preceding reigns, and probably much further back, which 
proved beyond dispute, that during aU that time it was an ordinary 
thing for the Council to authorize and direct the examination with 
torture of persons suspected of state-offences ; and that the direc- 
tions had always been given and acted upon without any symptom of 
misgiving as to their legality.' 

Had the warrant been directed to the Learned Counsel alone, or 

' S. P. Doio. James I., vol. Ixxx. no. 6. Contemporair copy. 

^ See Jardine^B * Beading on the Use of Torture in the Crinunal Law of England 
pieriouBly to the Commonwealth :' deliyered in Michaelmai Term 1836, prmted 
m 1887. How many precedents could then have been produced firom the Council- 
books of James's reign, cannot be known ; for the books are lost. But a warrant 
exactly similar, in a case exactly similar, had been directed to Coke and Fleming on the 
20th of April 1603, a little before James's arrival in England ; and the Council-books 
of Elisabeth's reign showed 38 cases at least : 1 in 1699, 3 in 1697, 4 in 1696, 1 in 
1696, 3 in 1698, 1 in 1692, 2 in 1691, 1 in 1688, 1 in 1687, 3 in 1686» 1 in 1682, 
6 in 1681, 3in 1680, 1 in 1678, 2in 1677, lin 1671, 2 in 1670, 1 in 1666, and 1 in 
1669. Those of Mary contained 8 altogether, and those of Edward YI. 2. Against 
such an array of precMlente, without tmj appearance of scruple or objection, it must 
have been vain to dispute the authority of the Council to issue such a warrant. 
Nor is there any reason to suppose that it was at that time called in queetion by 
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in oonjanction with officers of inferior rank — as the sirailar warrant 
for the torturing of Philip Maj was, in April 1003, where Coke was 
the chief examiner — Bacon would have been answerable, though not 
for the order, yet for the manner in which it was executed. But 
this was not the case. The warrant was directed to Sir Balph Win- 
wood and Sir Julius Caesar, who had themselyes as Privy Councillors 
signed it, together with the Attorney and Solicitor General, the two 
King's Serjeants (Montagu and Crew), the Lieutenant of the 
Tower, and the Clerk of the Council ; — that is, to the two Priyy 
Councillors, with the Learned Counsel and the officials to assist 
them. In a commission so composed it was not possible for Bacon 
to control the proceedings, and therefore it would be unreasonable 
to hold him answerable for them. The report was drawn up by 
Wmwood, by whom, as the man of highest official rank present, and 
one Tery confident of his own abilities, the proceedings were no 
doubt ordered and the examination conducted. A copy of it, taken 
from the original,^ may be seen in Dalrymple's Memorials and Letters 
(ed. 1766), and runs thus : — 

Interrogatories whereupon Peacham is to be examined. 
Questions in general. 

1. Who procured you, moyed you, or adrised you, to put in writing 
these traiterous slanders which you have set down against his majesty's 
person and goyemment, or any of them P 

2. Who gave you any adyertisement or intelligence touching those par- 
ticulars which are contained in your writings ; as touching the sale of the 
crown land, the deceits of the king's officers, the greatness of the king's 
gifts, his keeping dirided courts, and the rest P and who hath conferred 
with you or discoursed with you concerning those points P 

8. Whom haye you made priyy and acquainted with the said writmgs, 
or any part of them P and who hath been your helpers or confederates 
herein? 

anybody. Indeed the fact that the commiBsions to the Presidents of the Provin- 
cial Comicil in Wales contained a clause authorizing the use of Torture in certain 
cases — a fact not noticed by Mr. Jardine (and two commissions containing that 
elaose passed tiie hand of Coke as attorney-general) — would itself be conclusive 
endenoe that the Crown lawyers of that day assumed the King in Council to 
possess the tieht of using it himself : for of course he could not legally depute a 
power which he did not legaJly possess. It is true, no doubt, as Coke discoyered 
afterwards, that " there was no law to warrant tortures in England." But it is 
also true that the authority under which they were applied was not amenable to 
the CV>urts of law. As the House of Commons now assumes the right to commit 
any commoner to prison for what it judges to be contempt of its authority, so the 
Crown then assumed the right to put any commoner to torture for what it judged 
to be obetinacyin refusing to answer interrogatories. As the Judges cannot now 
can upon the House of Commons to justify me committal, so they could not then 
call upon the Crown to justify the torture. 
» Balfour MSS., Advocates* Librar y, A. 1. 85. 

83. 1.7, vol iL 
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4. What me meant yon to make of the said writings P was it by preach- 
ing them in sennon, or by publishing them in treatise P If in sermon, at 
what time and in what pkce meant you to have preached them P If by 
treatise, to whom did you intend to dedicate or exhibit or delirer such 
treatise P 

5. What was the reason, and to what end did you first set down in 
scattered papers, and after knit up in form of a treatise or sermon such a 
mass of treasonable slanders against the king, his posterity, and the whole 
sUteP 

Questions in particular. 

6. What moYed you to write that the king might be strucken with 
death on the sudden, or within eight days, as Ananias or Nabal P Do you 
know of any conspiracy or danger to his person, or have you heard of any 
such attempt P 

7. You have confessed that these things were applied to the king ; and 
that, after the example of preachers and chronicles, kings infirmities are 
to be laid open. This sheweth plainly your use must be to publish them* 
Shew to whom, and in what manner P 

8. What was the true time when you wrote the said writings, or any 
part of them P and what was the last time you looked upon them or per- 
used them, before they were found or taken P 

9. What moYcd you to make doubt whether the people will rise against 
the king for taxes and oppressions P Do you know, or hare you heard of 
any likelihood or purpose of any tumults or commotion P 

10. What moYed you to write, that getting of the crown-land again 
would cost blood, and bring men to say, This is the heir, let us kill him P 
Do you know, or have you heard of any conspiracy or danger to the 
prince, for doubt of calling back the crown-land P 

11. What moved you to prove that all the king's officers monght be put 
to the sword P Do you know, or hare you heard if any petition is in- 
tended to be made against the king's council and officers, or any rising of 
people against them P 

12. What moved you to say in yonr writings, That our king, before his 
coming to the kingdom, promised mercy and judgment, but we find nei- 
ther P What promise do you mean of P and wherein hath the king broke 
the same promise P 

Upon these interrogatories, Feacham this day was examined before tor- 
ture, in torture, between tortures, and after torture. Notwithstanding, 
nothing could be drawn from him, he still persisting in his obstinate and 
insensible denials, and former answers.^ 

Bafhb WmwooD, Gbbvasb Hblwtssb, 

Jul. CfSAB, Eak. Cbbwb, 

Fb. Bacon, Hbnbt Yblvebtoh, 

19 January 1614^ H. Mountagub, Fba Cottihgtoh. 

> This last sentence is in the handwriting of Winwood. The interrogatories are 
in the' hand of a copyist. 
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Bacon's signatare of this report proves that he was present and 
allowed it to be accurate. Of the part he took in the examination 
all we know is that he was "not the principal examiner." I cannot 
find anything written, or reported to have been spoken bj him, 
which would lead me to suppose that be either advised or approved 
the course that was followed, or expected any good from it. The 
use of torture, "in the highest cases of treason, for discovery" — ^that 
is, for the purpose of discovering accomplices or the like — he believed 
to be legal An obstinate refusal to declare that which a man has 
no right to conceal he looked upon as a grave offence, less deserving 
of compassion perhaps than any other : and where he thought that 
the obstinacy could be overcome by being made painful, I can ima- 
gine him thinking it not only legal, but right, to apply the pain. 
But that he thought Feacham's case one in which such a process 
could be employed successfully, seems to me improbable. In that 
case the thing suspected was not definite enough, the grounds of 
suspicion were too vague and uncertain, the means of evasion were too 
many, to allow of the examinate being driven into a position in which 
he must choose between disclosing the secret and suffering the pain. 
Winwood, being more familiar with the French than the English 
procedure in such cases, might think it the best way. But Bacon 
had had too much experience of the working of the system in Eng- 
land not to foresee that no good would come of it in a case like this ; 
for that the , prisoner would only give such answers or make such 
confessions as might lead to delay ; knowing that if it came to the 
worst he could retract everything that made against him, on the plea 
that it had been extorted by pain or fear ; so that if the case were 
allowed to rest upon his confessions, it would break down when it 
came into Court. The precaution which he took to guard against 
this we shall see hereafter. 



2. 

In the mean time he addressed himself with great zeal to the pre- 
paration of the case against Feacham for the Judges and Jury. 
Whether this part of the proceeding had been advised by him or not, 
I do not know. But it had been resolved by the authorities to in- 
dict Feacham for treason ; and in: those anxious times, when so many 
doubtful questions were newly stirred, and the Crown was engaged 
in a struggle so critical, so full of immediate embarrassment, and upon 
the brink of issues so hazardous, it was of more than usual import- 
fince that it should be strengthened with the full authority of the law. 
Peacham's transgression was on the popular side. An ineffectual 
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attempt to punish it, cspeciallj if frustrated bj the opposition of the 
Judges, would have been not only what was then considered a dU- 
honour to the King, but a substantial damage to the rojal authority. 
It would ha?e been regarded by the opposite party as a victory. It 
was better to pass the offence by than attempt to punish it at the 
risk of a defeat ; just as at this day no prudent government would pro- 
secute a popular offender, however heinous, before a Jury predeter- 
mined to acquit him. The doubt was not about the fact, but about 
the law ; and it was important, before proceeding further, to know 
what the Judges were likely to say to it. This, as we learn from 
Winwood's letter, had already been determined upon in Council. 
The Judges were to he consulted as soon as they arrived in London, 
and the Council would consider what should be done next, when they 
had heard their resolution. 

If the Judges should take the same view of the case which the 
Council had done, aU would be welL But Bacon appears to have 
apprehended a disagreement ; in which event there would be a diffi- 
culty ; for the case had gone too far to be dropped without giving a 
triumph to the disaffected. 

In a letter to the King, written two days after the last examina- 
tion of Peacham, and coming from his own collectiop, he reminded 
him of the danger which would arise from the betrayal at that crisis 
of any dissension between the Government and the Bench. 

To THE KlNG^ CONCERNING PeACHAM's CAUSB.^ 

It may please your excellent Majesty, 
It grieveth me exceedingly that your Majesty should be so 
much troubled with this matter of Peacham, whose raging devil 
seemeth to be turned into a dumb devil. But although we are 
driven to make our way through questions, (which I wish were 
otherwise,) yet I hope well the end will be good. But then 
every man must put to his helping hand. For else I must say 
to your Majesty in this and the like cases, as St. Paul said to 
the centurion when some of the mariners had an eye to the 
cock-boat. Except these stay in the ship ye cannot be safe, I 
find in my Lords great and worthy care of the business : And 
for my part I hold my opinion, and am strengthened in it by 
some records that I have found. God preserve your Majesty. 
Your Majesty^s most humble 

21 Jan., 1614. and devoted subject and servant. 

* Gibson Papers, toL viu. f. 11 j fair copy. 
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In what way the King improved upon this hint, we shall see pre- 
sently. In the mean time, not to break the order of chronology, I 
must dispose of two letters concerning a different matter, of which 
the proper place by rule of date is here, though the business is too 
obscure (for any light that I can throw upon it) to be of any inter- 
est. 



The King was now at Royston^ and Bacon, when he had occasion 
to write to him, (having either neglected to cultivate or failed to 
establish confidential relations with any of the greater persons about 
the Court) used to entrust his letters to the care of his friend John 
Murray, of the Bedchamber, who was in constant attendance. This 
last was enclosed in one concerning some private business of Mur- 
ray's own, the nature of which is very imperfectly explained. 8ome 
grant or patent, probably, which the King meant to bestow upon 
him, had met with some legal obstruction, for the removal of which 
it seems that the Judges of the Common Pleas were wished to take 
order ; but of the point in question I know no more than may be 
gathered from the two letters which follow. 

Sir Bichard Cox, whose name is mentioned as in some way con- 
cerned, was one of the Masters of the Board of Green Cloth. It is 
not likely that the Judges of the Common Pleas could have had any- 
thing to do with a quarrel between him and Sir Thomas Erskine, 
which is said to have been " taken up and ended by the Lords of the 
Marshal's Court " above a week before.^ But a man in his position 
may very well have been a party in Murray's business, whatever it 
was. 



To HIS VERY LOVING FRIEND Mr. JoHN MuRRAV OF HIS 

Majesty^s Bedchamber these.^ 

Mr. Murray, 

I keep the same measure in a proportion with my master and 
with my friend; which is, that I will never deceive them in anything 
which is in my power ; and when my power faileth my will, I 
am sorry. But your business goeth well. Monday is the day 
appointed for performing his Majesty's commandment : till then, 
I cannot tell what to advise you furder, except it should be this. 
That in case the Judges should refuse to take order in it them- 

^ Chamberlain to Carleton, 12 Jan. 1614-5. > Balfonr MSS. 

VOL. V. H 
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selves, then you most think of some warrant to Mr. Secretary 
(who is your friend, and constant in the business) that he see 
forthwith his Majesty's commandment executed, touching the 
double lock ; and, if need be, repair to the place and see by view 
the manner of keeping the seal ; and take order, that there be 
no stay for working of the seal of justice, nor no prejudice to 
Killigrew's farm, nor to the duty of money paid to the Chief 
Justice. Whether this may require your presence, as you write, 
that yourself can best judge. But of this more, when we have 
received the Judges' answer. It is my duty, as much as in me 
is, to procure my master to be obeyed. I ever rest 

Your friend loving and assured 

Fb. Bacon. 

2I-* Januar. 1614. 

I pray deliver the enclosed letter to his Majesty. 

To THE Samb.i 

Mr. Murray, 

My Lord Chancellor yesterday,* in my presence, had before 

him the Judges of the Common Pleas, and hath performed his 

Majesty's royal commandments in a very worthy fashion, such as 

was fit for our master's greatness ; and because the King may 

know it, I send you the inclosed. This seemeth to have wrought 

the effect desired ; for presently I sent for Sir Richard Cox, and 

willed him to present himself to my lord Hubberd, and signify 

his readiness to attend. He came back to me ; and told me all 

things went on. I know not what after-tricks may be ; but I 

think this long chase is at an end. I ever rest 

Tour's assured, 

Fb. Bacon. 
25 Januar. 1614. 



4. 

The next letter brings us back to Peacham and to a passage in 
Bacou*8 professional career which has drawn upon him heavy censure 
in modern times. So large a part however of this censure rests upon 
a demonstrable misconception of facts, that I shall take the liberty 
of treating the case as one which has not been disposed of; and ask 
» Balfour MSS. « Tuewlay, J«n. 24. 
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the reader in the first place to hear the story as I shall tell it. Of 
the truth of my narrative he will be able to judge for himself, as the 
whole of the evidence is contained in the papers which I shall have 
to lay before him. 

Approving the resolution of the Council, as reported by Winwood 
(see note p. 91), the King determined to ascertain the opinion of 
the Judges on the point of law, before proceeding further. In this 
there was nothing unusual — nothing which anybody at that time 
would have dreamed of objecting to. In spite of some sweeping 
assertions to the contrary, it may be stated roundly that for the law 
officers of the Crown to consult with the Judges beforehand in doubt- 
ful cases about to be tried, was at that time the ordinary course of 
proceeding ; — was so then and continued to be so long after. Nor 
is it necessary to spend words in proving it, because proofs enough 
will occur incidentally in the following correspondence to satisfy 
anybody. But in the course which the King proposed to pursue on 
this occasion there was one novelty which caused some trouble at 
the time, and though the history of it is quite simple, the motive 
quite intelligible, and the end (so far as I can see) quite innocent, 
has suffered extraordinary misinterpretation since. The King was 
himself persuaded that the case for the prosecution was good in law : 
but he wished to be sure that the Judges would take the same view 
of the case which he did. What he wanted, if we may judge of his 
intentions by his actions, was not to control their opinions, but to 
know what they were. Experience however had taught him that it 
was not an easy thing to obtain the opinions of the other Judges 
when Coke was among them, who so overcrowed them by the weight . 
of his reputation, the overwhelming resources of his legal erudition, 
his mastery in law-logic whereby he could turn the edge of the law 
which way he pleased, and above all by sheer strength of will, that 
tbqr had no opinions of their own : and James, being by this time no 
contemptible lawyer himself, and knowing very well that Coke, how- 
ever overwhelming, was far from infallible, had a mind to know what 
the oChers would think when they had no prompter. Accordingly, 
he desired to have their opinions taken separately, each answering 
for himself without any communication with his fellows. 

This, from all I can collect, was entirely his own device and was 
first intimated in a letter to the Council giving express directions 
that it should be done. The letter was read at the Council Table, 
when Coke was present, on the 27th of January. What followed, 
Bacon's report written the same evening will best tell. 



h2 
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A LETTER TO THE EiNO, TOUCHING PeACHAM^S CAUSE.^ 

It may please your excellent Majesty, 
This day in the afternoon was read your Majesty's letters 
of direction touching Peacham ; which because it concemeth 
properly the duty of my place, I thought it fit for me to give 
your Majesty both^ a speedy and a private account thereof; that 
your Majesty knowing things clearly how they pass,* may have 
the true fruit of your own wisdom and clear-seeing judgment in 
governing the business. 

First, for the regularity which your Majesty (as a master in 
business of estate)^ doth prudently prescribe in examining and 
taking examinations, I subscribe to it ; only I will say for my- 
self, that I was not at this time the principal examiner. 

For the course your Majesty directeth and commandeth for 
the feeling of the Judges of the King's Bench their several 
opinions, by distributing ourselves and enjoining secrecy, we did 
first find an encounter in the opinion of ray Lord Coke, who 
seemed to affirm that such particular and (as he called it) avri* 
cular taking of opinions was not according to the custom of this 
realm ; and^ seemed to divine that his brethren would never do 
it. But when I replied that it was our duty to pursue your 
Majesty's directions, and it were not amiss for his Lordship to 
leave his brethren to their own answers ; it was so concluded : 
and his Lordship did desire that I mought confer with himself; 
and Mr. Serjeant Montague was named to speak with Justice 
Crooke; Mr. Serjeant Crew with Justice Haughton; and Mr. 
Solicitor with Justice Dodderidge. This done, I took my fel- 
lows aside, and advised that they should presently speak with 
the three Judges, before I^ could speak with my Lord Coke, for 
doubt of infusion; and that they should not in any case make 
any doubt to the Judges, as if they mistrusted they would not 
deliver any opinion apart, but speak resolutely to them, and 
only make their coming to be, to know what time they would 
appoint to be attended with the papers. This sorted not amiss ; 
for Mr. Solicitor came to me this evening, and related to me 
that he had found Judge Dodderidge very ready to give opinion in 
secret ; and fell upon the same reason which upon your Majesty's 

1 Add. MSS. 5503, f. 53 (A) ; Besuscitatio, p. 48 (B). ' haehe: A. 

' pasted ! A. * asa master qf busineu : A. ^ and he : A, * they : A. 
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first letter I had used to my Lord Coke at the council-table : 
which was, that every Judge was bound expressly by his oath to 
give your Majesty counsel when he was called ; and whether he 
should do it jointly or severally, that rested in your Majesty's 
good pleasure, as you would require it. And though the ordi- 
nary course was to assemble them, yet there mought intervene 
cases wherein the other course was more convenient. The like 
answer made Justice Crooke. Justice Haughton (who is a soft 
man) seemed desirous first to confer; alleging that the other 
three Judges had all served the crown before they were Judges, 
but that he had not been much acquainted with business of this 
nature. 

We purpose therefore forthwith^ they shall be made acquainted 
with the papers ; and if that could be done as suddenly as this 
was, I should make small doubt of their opinions : and howso- 
soever, I hope force of law and precedent will bind them to the 
truth : neither am I wholly out of hope, that my Lord Coke 
himself, when I have in some dark manner put him in doubt 
that he shall be left alone, will not continue singular. 

For Owen, I know not the reason why there should have been 
no mention made thereof in the^ last advertisement : for I must 
say for myself that I have lost no moment of time in it, as my 
Lord of Canterbury can bear me witness. For having received 
from my Lord an additional of great importance ; which was, 
that Owen of his own accord after examination should compare 
the case of your Majesty (if you were excommunicate) to the 
case of a prisoner condemned at the bar, which additional was 
subscribed by one witness ; but yet I perceived it was spoken 
aloud, and in the hearing of others : I presently sent down a 
copy thereof, which is now come up, attested with the hands of 
three more, lest there should have been any scruple of singiUaria 
testis. So as for this case I may say, omnia parata ; and we ex- 
pect but a direction from your Majesty for the acquainting the 
Judges^ severally ; or the four Judges* of the Eing^s Bench, as 
your Majesty shall think good. 

I forget not, nor forslow not, your Majesty's commandment 
touching Recusants ; of which, when it is ripe, I will give your 
Majesty a true account, and what is possible to be done, and 
where the impediment is. Mr. Secretary bringeth bonam volun^ 

» ihaifoHhwia: A. » thai: A. ^ ^j^ ^^ . ^. i om. A. 
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taUm, but be is not versed much in these things : and some- 
times urgeth the conclusion without the premises^ and by haste 
hindereth. It is my Lord Treasurer, and the Exchequer must 
help it, if it be holpen.^ I have heard more ways than one, of 
an oflTer of 20,000/. per annum, for farming the penalties of recu- 
sants, not including any offence capital or oi prcsmunire ;* wherein 
I will presume to say, that my poor endeavours, since I was by 
your great and sole grace your Attorney, have been no small 
spurs to make them feel your laws, and seek this redemption; 
wherein I must also say, my Lord Coke hath done his part : 
and I do assure your Majesty, I know it somewhat inwardly and 
groundedly, that by the courses we have taken they conform daily 
and in great numbers. And^ I would to God it were as well a 
conversion as a conformity : but if it should be* by dispensation 
or dissimulation, then I fear that whereas your Majesty hath now^ 
so many ill subjects poor and detected, you shall then have them 
rich and dissembled. And therefore I hold this offer very consi- 
derable, of so great an increase of revenue : if it can pass the fiery 
trial of religion and honour, which* I wish all projects may pass. 
Thus, in as much as I have made to your Majesty somewhat 
a naked and particular account of business, I hope your Majesty 
will use it accordingly. God preserve your Majesty. 
Your Majesty^s most humble 

and devoted subject and servant, 

Fr. Bacon. 

This Friday late at 

night, 27 Janu. 16147 

From the first four paragraphs of this letter we learn distinctly 
what the proposed innovation really was. A case in law was to be 
submitted to each of the Judges of the Kmg's Bench. Each was to 
be asked his personal opinion whether a specified offence amounted 
to treason. There was to be no attempt to deceive, or overbear, or 
otherwise deal unfairly with his judgment. The grounds of the in- 
dictment, with the records and precedents upon which it was justi- 
fied, were to be laid before him, and his opinion was to be asked 
whether such an indictment would be good and sufficient in law,— 
whether, in short, it was a case fit to go into Court with. No time 
was limited for the answer. No form of answer was prescribed, 

I to he Mped .A. ^ or pranmnire : A. » om. A. 

7 s!f A u 1 . .t.* T' ^- * through which : A. 

^ So A. R merely gives the date at the head of the letter. 
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The only thing insisted on was that each should answer for himself, 
without consulting the others, the same question which, had they 
been assembled in conference, would have been entertained and an- 
swered by them all as a matter of course. If a majority of tl^em, so 
consulted, had answered no, the prosecution (I imagine) would have 
been dropped. 

Now, unless the Judges had a right to be treated as h party in the 
State with a collective conscience, I do not clearly see upon what 
ground they should object to be so consulted. They could not say 
thatl^hey were individually incompetent to form an opinion on such 
a question without taking advice in common ; for that was the very 
thing they had to do in the ordinary discharge of their duties. 
Peacham's offence had been committed in Somersetshire. In ordi- 
nary course, he would be tried at Taunton before the two Judges 
who rode the Western Circuit. Those Judges would have to ex- 
plain the law to the Jury without waiting to consult their fellows. 
If they did not shrink from the responsibility of declaring their 
opinion in Court, when it would be a judicial decision and direction 
carrying life and death, why should they shrink from the responsi- 
bility of declaring it to the King, when it would be merely an opinion 
given for his information, and would determine nothing except whe- 
ther the trial should proceed or not P 

That by answering the King's question they would commit them- 
selves to an opinion formed upon an ex parte statement, mi^ht in- 
deed have been justly urged as a reason for objecting to answer, — 
if they were themselves to try the case.^ But that objection would 
have applied to an opinion given by the assembled Judges quite as 
strongly as to one given by each of them separately. And it was not 
the objegtfion which was really taken ; being indeed a discovery of 
later date, which had not yet occurred to anybody — not even to Coke 
himself, who was always too ready to give his opinion upon cases 
which he was himself to try, before they had been half heard ; and 
whose objection in this case to the *• auricular" taking of opinions 
bad nothing to do with it. That the *' auricular " proceeding, if it 
had become a regular practice, would have tended to weaken the 
authority of the Judges as a body, by depriving them of the strength 
derived from united action and apparent unanimity of opinion, and 
would have thereby retarded the process by which they were gradu- 
ally becoming independent of the Crown, is not to be denied ; and 

^ The Judges by whom Peacham was to be tried were not (as Mr. Ckirdiner has 
pointed out) among those whoso opinion was in this case required. But that was 
probably an accident. If he had been tried iu the King's Bench I have no reason 
to think that a different course would haVe been taken. The Judges of the King's 
Bench were consulted as the highest authority upon criminal law. 
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as it is natural for all bodies to straggle after their own indepen- 
dence, it was natural that the Judges, and especially Coke, should 
dislike it. But the King also had his independence to look after ; 
and if he suspected a combination of the Judges to clip his wings, it 
was natural that he too should use what powers he had left to break 
it. Bj taking the opinion of each separately, he could at least pre- 
vent any one among them from dictating the opinions of the rest, 
and at a time when he certainly had the right to remove any one ot 
them at pleasure from his office, it would be difficult to maintain 
that he had not the right to ask for his opinion upon a point of law. 

Of the other subjects referred to in this letter, the case of Owen 
will come before us presently in full detail. His offence was much 
like that of William Talbot,^ — the utterance of a treasonable opinion 
only deeper ; inasmuch as he avowed it more distinctly and put it 
forth more deliberately. 

What the King's ''commandment touching Eecusants" was, I 
have not succeeded in making out. It seems to have had something 
to do with the fines for recusancy ; and from the allusion to *' the 
Lord Treasurer and the Exchequer " as the only means of remedy, 
we may perhaps conjecture that the object was to prevent those fines 
from being absorbed by intermediate agents on their way to the 
royal coffers : which must have been the case to a great extent, if 
£20,000 could be offered for farming them, while the sums actually 
received by the Crown did not amount to £9000.' But the notable 
thing in the paragraph (which is otherwise too obscure to build in- 
ferences on) is Bacon's implied opinion as to the policy of enforcing 
these penalties. A more stringent proceeding had made recusants 
'* conform iu great numbers,'* but as it could not be hoped that it had 
converted them, the only effect was the removal of the mark by which 
the disloyal subjects were distinguished. While the penalty was mo- 
derate, the recusant in heart was a recusant in deed. Make it into- 
lerable, and it would be evaded by a general " dispensation or dissi- 
mulation," and there would be no means of knowing who was and 
who was not at heart a recusant. 



5. 

It was about this time probably that the King endeavoured to 
assist his Council in their debate with the Judges, by setting forth 
his own view of the case against Peacham. The following paper, 

> See above, p. 6. « Gardiner, ii. p. 414. 
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published in * Dalrymple's Memorials * from a manuscript said to be 
in the King's own handwriting, is important, as containing some evi- 
dence from which we may partly infer the character of the libel. 
The interrogatories upon which Peacham had been examined inform 
us of the subjects which it treated of, but of the spirit in which they 
were handled we have no better means of judging, so far as I am 
aware, than by their effect upon the King's feelings ; from which I 
think, after making all reasonable allowance for the infirmities of the 
royal temper, we may infer that it was an unusually strong specimen 
of licentious writing against the G-ovemment, — such as, if it had 
been directed against the House of Commons instead of the King, 
would not in those days have been thought legitimate. 



Thb tbub state of the question, whbtheb Feachah^s case be 
tbeason ob not.^ 

THE indictment is grounded upon the statute of Edward the third, that 
he compassed and imagined the king's death ; the indictment then is ac- 
cording to the law, and justly founded ; but how is it verified P First, 
then, I gather this conclusion, that since the indictment is made according 
to the prescription of law, the process is formal, the law is fulfilled, and 
the judge and jury are only to hearken to the verification of the hypo- 
thesis, and whether the minor be well proved or not. 

That his writing of this libel is an overt act, the judges themselves do 
confess ; that it was made fit for publication, the form of it bewrays the 
self; that he kept not these papers in a secret and safe fa^on, but in 
an open house and lidless cask, both himself and the messenger do con- 
fess ; nay, himself confesseth, that he wrote them at the desire of an- 
other man, to whom he should have shown them when they had been per- 
fected, and who craved an account for them, which, though it be denied 
by the other party, worketh sufficiently against the deponer himself. 
Kay, he confesses, that in the end he meant to preach it ; and though, 
for diminishing of his fault, he alledges, that he meant first to have taken 
all the bitterness out of it, that excuse is altogether absurd, for there is 
no other stuff in, or through it all, but bitterness, which being taken out, 
it must be a quintessence of an alchimy spirit, without a body, or Popish 
accidents without substance ; and then to what end would he have pub- 
lished such a ghost, or shadow without substance ; cut bono; and to what 
end did he so farce it first with venom, only to scrape it out again ; but it 
had been hard making that sermon to have tasted well, that was once 
so spiced, quo semel est imhuta receTis, etc, Bnt yet this very excuse is by 
himself overthrown again, confessing, that he meant to retain some of the 
most crafty malicious parts in it, as, etc. [So the MS.] 

The only question that remains then is, whether it may be verified and 

^ ' Sir Payid Dalrymple*s Memorials,' p. 61. 
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piOTed, that, by ihe publishing of this sermon, or rather libel of his, he 
compassed or imagined the king*s death P which I prove he did, by this 
reason ; had he compiled a sermon upon any other ground, or stuffed the 
bulk of it wil^ any other matter, and only powdered it, here and there, 
with some passages of reprehension of the king ; or had he never so bit- 
terly railed against the king, and upbraided him of any two or three, though 
monstrous vices, it might yet have been some way excusable ; or yet had 
he spewed forth all the venom that is in this libel of his, in a railing speech, 
either in drunkenness, or upon the occasion of any sudden passion or dis- 
contentment, it might likewise have been excused in some sort ; but, upon 
the one part, to heap up all the injuries that the hearts of men, or malice 
of the devil, can invent against the king, to disable him, utterly, not to be 
a king, not to be a Christian, not to be a man, or a reasonable creature, 
not worthy of breath here, nor salvation hereafter ; and, upon the other 
part, not to do this hastily or rashly, but after long premeditation, first 
having made collections in scattered papers, and then reduced it to a 
method, in a formal treatise, a text chosen for the purpose, a prayer pre- 
mitted, applying all his wits to bring out of that text what he could, in 
malam partem, against the king— /This, I say, is a plain proof that he in- 
tended to compass or imagine, by this means, the king*8 destruction. For, 
will ye look upon the person or quality of the man, it was the far likeliest 
means he could use to bring his wicked intention to pass ; his person an 
old, unable and unweildy man ; his quality a minister, a preacher, and that 
in so remote a part of the country, as he had no more means of access to 
the king's person, than he had ability of body, or resolution of spirit, to act 
such a desperate attempt with his own hands upon him ; and therefore, as 
every creature is ablest, in their own element, either to defend themselves, 
or annoy their adversaries, as [birds] in the air, fishes in the waters, and 
so forth, what so ready and natural means had he whereby to annoy the 
king as by publishing such a seditious libel, and so, under the specious 
pretext of conscience, to inflame the hearts of tbe people against him. 
Now, here is no illation nor inference made upon the statute ; it stands 
inpuris naturalibus, but only a just inference and probation of the guilty 
intention of this party. So the only thing the judges can doubt of, is of 
the delinquent's intention ; and then the question will be, whether if ^ these 
reasons be stronger to enforce the guiltiness of his intention, or his bare 
denial to clear him, since nature teaches every man to defend his life as 
long as he may; and whether, in case there were a doubt herein, the 
judges should not rather incline to that side wherein all probability lies : but 
if judges will needs trust better the bare negative of an infamous delin- 
quent, without expressing what other end he could probably have, than 
all the probabilities, or rather infallible consequences upon the other 
part, caring more for the safety of such a monster, than the preservation 
of a crown, in all ages following, whereupon depend the lives of many 
millions 5 happy then are all desperate and seditious knaves, but the for- 
tune of this crown is more than miserable. Quod Beus avertat 
* So printed. The " if" ought apparently to be struck out. 
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Bacon in the mean time held his conference with Coke according 
to appointment, and on the dlst of January reported the result in 
the following letter ; which comes from his own collection. 



To THE King, giving him an account of Peacham's bu- 
siness, AND SOME OTHERS.^ 

It may please your excellent Majesty, 

I received this morning by Mr. Murray a message from 
your Majesty of some warrant and confidence, that I should ad- 
vertise your Majesty of your business wherein I had part: 
wherein I am first humbly to thank your Majesty for^ your good 
acceptation of my endeavours and service, which I am not able 
to famish with any other quality save faith and diligence. 

For Peach am's case, I have since my last letter been with my 
Lord Coke twice ; once before Mr. Secretary's going down to your 
Majesty, and once since, which was yesterday ; at the former of 
which times I delivered him Peacham's papers, and at this latter 
the precedents which I had with care gathered and selected : for 
these degrees and order the business required. 

At the former I told him that he knew my errand, which 
stood upon two points, the one to inform him of the particular 
case of Peacham's treasons, (for I never gave it other word to 
him), the other to receive his opinion to myself, and in secret, 
according to my commission from your Maj^ty. 

At the former time he fell upon the same allegation which he 
had begun at the council-table ; that Judges were not to give 
opinion by fractions, but entirely according to the vote where- 
upon they should settle upon conference ; and that this auricular 
taking of opinions, single and apart, was new and dangerous; 
and other words more vehement than I repeat. 

I replied in civil and plain terms, that I wished his Lordship 
in my love to him to think better of it; for that this that his 
Lordship was pleased to put into great words, seemed to me and 
my fellows, when we spake of it amongst ourselves, a reasonable 
and familiar matter ; for a king to consult with his judges, either 
assembled or selected, or one by one. And then to give him a 
little out- let to save his first opinion (wherewith he is most com- 

* Oibflon Papers, vol. Tiii. f. 12. Fair copy. ^ofin MS. 
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monly in love) I added that judges sometimes might make a sait 
to be spared for their opinion, till they had spoken with their 
brethren ; but if the King upon his own princely judgment, for 
reason of estate, should think it fit to have it otherwise, and 
should so demand it, there was no declining : nay that it touched 
upon a violation of their oath, which was to counsel the King ; 
without distinction whether it were jointly or severally. Here- 
upon, I put him the case of the privy council, as if your Majesty 
should be pleased to command any of them to deliver their 
opinion apart and in private ; whether it were a good answer, to 
deny it otherwise than if it were propounded at the table. To 
this he said that the cases were not like ; because this concerned 
life ; to which I replied, that questions of estate might concern 
thousands of lives, and many things more precious than the life 
of a particular, as war and peace and the like. 

To conclude, his Lordship, tanquam exitum qtuerens, desired 
me for the time to leave with him the papers, without pressing 
him to consent to deliver a private opinion, till he had perused 
them ; I said I would, and the more willingly, because I thought 
his Lordship, upon due consideration of the papers, would find 
the case to be so clear a case of treason, as he would make no 
difficulty to deliver his opinion in private; and so I was per- 
suaded of the rest of the Judges of the King^s Bench ; who like- 
wise (as I partly understood) made no scruple to deliver their 
opinion in private. Whei-eunto he said (which I noted well) that 
his brethren were wise men, and that they might make a shew 
as if they would give an opinion as was required ; but the end 
would be, that it would come to this; they would say they 
doubted of it, and so pray advice with the rest. But to this 
I answered^ that I was sorry to hear him say so much; lest 
if it came so to pass, some that loved him not might make 
a construction, that that which he had foretold, he had 
wrought. Thus your Majesty seeth that as Salomon saith 
Gressus noleniis tanqtcam in sepi spinarum. It catcheth upon 
every thing. 

The latter meeting is yet of more importance. For then 
coming armed with divers precedents, I thought to set in, with 
the best strength I could. And said, that before I descended to 
the record, I would break the case to him thus : 

That it was true we were to proceed upon the ancient statute 
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of 25® of king Edward the third, because other temporary sta- 
tutes were gone. And therefore it must be laid in the indict- 
ment, Imaginatus est et compassavit mortem et finalem desiruC' 
tionem domird regis. Then must the particular treasons follow 
in this manner, viz : Et quod ad perimplendum nefandum propo- 
situm suum pradictum composuit et conscripsit quendam detes^ 
tabilem et venenosum libellum sive scriptum in quo inter alia pro- 
ditoria continetur, etc., and then the principal passages of trea- 
son taken forth of the papers are to be entered in hac verba ; 
and with a conclusion in the end, ad intentionem quod ligeuspo- 
pulus et veri subdili domini regis cordialem suum amorem h do- 
mmo rege retraherent, et ipsum dominum regem relinquerent et 
guerram et insurrectionem contra eum levarent et facerent, etc. 
(I have in this form followed the ancient stile of the indictments 
for brevity sake, though when we come to the business itself, 
we shall enlarge it according to the use of the later times.) 
This I represented to him (being a thing he is well acquainted 
with) that he might perceive the platform of that was intended, 
without any mistaking or obscurity. But then I fell to the matter 
itself to lock him in as much as I could,^ viz : 

Tliat there be four means or manners, whereby the death of 
the king is compassed and imagined. 

The first by some particular fact or plot. 

The second by disabling his title; as by affirming that he is 
not lawful king, or that another ought to be king, or that he is 
an usurper, or a bastard, or the like. 

The third by subjecting his title ; as either to pope or people ; 
and thereby making him of an absolute king a conditional king. 

The fourth, by disabling his regiment, and making him appear 
to be incapable or indign to reign. 

These things I relate to your Majesty in sum as is fit : which 
when I opened to my Lord, I did insist a little more upon, with 
more efficacy and edge and authority of law and record than I 
can now express.* 

Then I placed Peacham's treason within the last division, 
agreeable to divers precedents, whereof I had the records ready ; 

^ So in the Lambeth copy. The copy in Add. MSS. 5503, and another in 
Lansd. MSS. 238, give ** and to look him in ae much ae I could, said." 

3 In Add. MSS. 19,402, f. 89, the last sheet of the original letter is preserved : 
which begins here, and the rest is corrected from it. It agrees exactly with the 
Lambeth copy. 
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and concluded^ — that your Majesty's safety and life and autho- 
rity was thus by law inscansed and quartered ; and that it was 
in vain to fortify on three of the sides^ and to leave you open on 
the fourth. 

It is true he heard me in a grave fashion^ more than accus- 
tomed^ and took a pen and took notes of my divisions ; and 
when he read the precedents and records^ would say, this you 
mean falleth within your first, or your second, &c., division. 

In the end I expressly demanded his opinion, as that whereto 
both he and I was enjoined. But he desired me to leave the 
precedents with him, that he mought advise upon them. I told 
him, the rest of my fellows would dispatch their part, and I 
should be behind with mine ; which I persuaded myself your 
Majesty would impute rather to his backwardness than my neg- 
ligence. He said, as soon as I should understand that the rest 
were ready, he would not be long after with his opinion or 
answer. 

For St. Johns, your Majesty knoweth the day draweth on ; 
and my Lord Chancellor's recovery the season and his age pro- 
miseth not to be hasty. I spake with him on Sunday, at what 
time I found him in bed, but his spirits strong and not spent or 
wearied, and spake wholly of your business leading me from one 
matter to another, and wished and seemed to hope, that he 
mought attend the day for St. Johns, and it were (as he said) to 
be his last work to conclude his services, and express his afiec- 
tion, towards your Majesty. I presumed to say to him, that I 
knew your Majesty would be exceeding desirous of his being 
present that day, so as that it mought be without prejudice to 
his continuance ; but that otherwise your Majesty esteemed a 
servant more than a service, specially such a servant. Surely in 
my opinion your Majesty were better put ofiF the day than want 
his presence, considering the cause of the putting off is so noto- 
rious, and then the capital and the criminal may come together 
the next term. 

I have not been unprofitable in helping to discover and exa- 
mine within these few days a late Patent by surreption obtained 
from your Majesty, of the greatest forest of England, worth 
80,000/. under colour of a defective title for a matter of 400/. 
The person must be named, because the patent must be ques- 
tioned ; it is a great person, my lord of Shrewsbury ; or rather. 



iei^l5.] ILLNESS OF LORD CHANCELLOR BLLESMEBE. Ill 

as I think^ a greater than he, which is my lady of Shrewsbury. 
But I humbly pray your Majesty to know this first from my 
Lord Treasurer, who mcthinketh groweth even studious in your 
business. God preserve your Majesty. 

Your Majesty^s most humble 

and devoted subject and servant, 

F&. Bacon. 

The rather in regard to Mr. Murray's absence, I humbly pray 
your Majesty to have a little regard to this letter. 

31 Janoar. 1614. 

St. John was a gentleman of Marlborough, who being applied to 
for a contribution to the voluntary oblation (which, in spite of Ba- 
con's caution,^ could not help being called the " Benevolence **) had 
replied in a style for which it was thought fit to call him to account 
in the Star Chamber. He had been apprehended and committed to 
prison about the beginning of the year, and the case was to have 
come on for hearing in Hilary Term, but upon the consideration 
suggested by Bacon in this letter, was put off till the term following. 
Ellesmere was so seriously ill, that it was doubtful whether he would 
be able to attend in the Star Chamber on the day appointed ; and as 
the part which Coke had taken in Council concerning the Benevo- 
lence made it doubtful what view he might take of the case, it was 
thought that the Lord Chancellor's help, about whose opinion there 
was no doubt, could not be well spared. Bacon had seen him two 
days before, and had begun a letter to the King on the state of his 
health, which seems to have been delayed by an accident, and (more 
matter turning up in the interval) to have been entirely rewritten in 
the form which we have just seen. The beginning of the unfinished 
letter remains however among the papers at Lambeth, and appears 
to be, not a draught, but a fair copy in his own hand ; very fair, as 
far as it goes ; but ending abruptly in the middle of a line at the 
bottom of the first page ; on the other side of which are some lines 
crossed out ; as if he had written so far, and found on turning over 
that he had been writing on a pre-occupied sheet. However that 
maybe, his report of the Lord Chancellor's condition is substantiaUy 
(almost verbally) the same as that in the penultimate paragraph of 
the letter last given, and was meant probably to introduce the same 
suggestion with which that paragraph ends. It was printed by 
Bawley in the Besuscitatio, and is to be found in the manuscript 

* See above, p. 81. 
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collection of letters in the Britisli Museum (Additional MSS. 5503), 
but is here taken from the original at Lambeth. 



to the klno^ reportino the state of lord chancellor 
Ellesmere's health.^ 

It may please your excellent Majesty, 

Because I know your Majesty would be glad' to hear how it 
is with my Lord Chancellor ; and that it pleased him out of his 
ancient and great love to me, which many times in sickness ap- 
peareth most, to admit me to a great deal of speech with him 
this afternoon, which during these three days he hath scarcely 
done to any, I thought it mought be pleasing to your Majesty to 
certify you how I found him. I found him in bed, but his spi- 
rits fresh and good, speaking stoutly, and without being spent or 
weary, and both willing and beginning of himself to speak, but 
wholly of your Majesty's business, wherein I cannot foi^et to 
relate this particular ; That he wished that his sentencing of St. 
Johns at the day appointed mought be his last work, to con- 
clude his services and express his affection towards your Majesty. 
I told him I knew your Majesty would be very desirous of his 
presence that day, so it mought be without prejudice to his con- 
tinuance, but otherwise your Majesty esteemed a servant more 
than a service, specially such a servant. Not to trouble your 
Majesty, though good spirits in sickness be uncertain kalendars, 
yet I have very good comfort of him, and I hope by that day 

Here the letter breaks off in the middle of the line. On the other 
side are the following words, with a line drawn through them : — 

For that which is done for Peacham, it is in effect the same 
which I wrote to your Majesty by my former letter, save that 
we made report this day of as much to my Lords, which Mr. 
Secretary will relate to your Majesty. 

The King acted upon Bacon's suggestion, and sent word to Elles- 
mere not to exert himself to attend in the Star Chamber on the day 
appointed for St. John's cause, which appears to have been Friday, 
the 10th of February. Whereupon counsel was taken, and it was 
settled that it should be put off till the next term ; as we learn from 
the following letter. 

* Gibson Papers, toI. yiii. f. 10. 
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To THE KlNO^ TOUCHING MY LoRD ChaNCELLOR's AMENDMENT^ 
AND THE PUTTING OFF S' JoHN's CAUSE. FeB. 7, 1614.^ 

It may please your excellent Majesty, 

My Lord Chancellor sent for me to speak with me this 
morning,^ about eight of the clock. I perceive he hath now that 
signum sanitatis, as to feel better his former weakness : for it is 
true, I did a little mistrust that it was but a boutade of desire 
and good spirit, when he promised himself strength for Friday,' 
though I was won and carried with it. But now I find him well 
inclined to use, should I say your liberty or rather your inter- 
dict, signified by Mr. Secretary from your Majesty. His Lord- 
ship shewed me also your own letter, whereof he had told me 
before, but had not shewed it me. What shall I say? I do 
much admire your goodness for writing such a letter at such a 
time. 

He had sent also to my Lord Treasurer, to desire him to come 
to him about that time. His Lordship came ; and, not to trou- 
ble your Majesty with circumstances, both their Lordships cou 
duded (myself present and concurring) that it could be no pre- 
judice to your Majesty's service to put off the day for St. John* 
till the next term : the rather, because there are seven of your^ 
privy-council (who^ are at the least numenu and part of the 
court) who are by infirmity like to be absent ; that is, my Lord 
Chancellor, my Lord Admiral, my Lord of Shrewsbury, ray 
Lord of Exeter, my Lord Zouch, my Lord Stanhope, and Mr. 
Chancellor of the Duchy ; wherefore they agreed to hold a coun- 
cil to-morrow in the aflternoon for that purpose.^ 

It is true, F was always of opinion that it was no time lost ; 
and I do think so the rather, because I could be content that 
the matter of Peacham were first settled and put to a point. 
For there be perchance that would make the example upon St. 
John to stand for all. For Peacham, I expect some account 
from my fellows this day ; if it should fall out otherwise than I 



> Add. MSS. 5603. Besuscitatio, p. 54. 
' The 7th of February was a Tueeday. 

• Friday waa the day, when the trial of St. John should have come on. 

< J. 8. : B. And so throughout. * /^; A. • which ."E. 

7 The Council was held aooordingly, and wrote a letter to the King suggesting 

the postponement. See S. P. Dom. James I., 8 Feb. 1614. ^ that I: B. 

VOL. V. I 
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hope/ it may not be left so. Your Majesty^ in your last* letter, 
very wisely put in a disjunctive, that the Judges should deliver 
an opinion privately, either to my Lord Chancellor or to our- 
selves distributed :^ his sickness made the latter way to be taken : 
but the other may be reserved with some accommodating,^ when 
we see the success of the former. 

I am appointed this day to attend my Lord Treasurer for a pro- 
position of raising profit and revenue by infranchising copy- 
holders.^ I am right glad to see the patrimonial part of your 
revenue well looked into, as well as the fiscal : and I hope it will 
be so in other parts as well as this. God preserve your Majesty. 

Your Majesty's most humble 

and devoted subject and servant. 



We have seen that the preparations for the case against Owen 
were complete more than a week ago, and Bacon was only waiting 
for the King's direction to acquaint the Judges with it; a form 
without which (as I should infer from the terms) the proceeding 
would hardly have been considered regular. In sending the required 
directions the King left it to Bacon's choice whether their opinions 
should be taken severally and apart (as " prescribed " in the case of 
Peacham) or in conference with all together. Bacon, who does not 
appear to have been ever personally in favour of the " auricular " 
plan, being now left to his discretion, chose the other. The four 
Judges of the King's Bench met the members of the King's learned 
counsel in Coke's chambers, heard the charge and the proofs, and de- 
sired that the examinations and papers should be left with them for 
a while to be considered : Coke making no objection at all, but offer- 
ing an opinion of his own upon the case of Owen at once, and when 
the conference was over, promising that his private opinion upon the 
case of Peacham should be ready very soon. 

It is impossible, I think, to read the next letter, in which all this 
is related, and believe that an extrajudicial consultation of this kind 
with the assembled Judges was considered to be at all out of order. 
But since Coke himself has the credit of having first laid down the 
doctrine that ** The Judges ought not to deliver .their opinions be- 
forehand of any criminal case which may come before them judicially," 

^ oiKerwite then I hope, it, etc. : A. otherwise, then, I hope, it, etc : B. 

' first : A. ' disiributively : A. '* itpon some aeeommod<ition : A. 

* Copyholds : A. 
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I maj be called on to reconcile that £su;t with his acquiescence in the 
practice at this time. The thing is not difficult, if it be remembered 
that his opinions, though not to be shaken bj argument, were apt to 
Tarj considerably with his point of view. As soon as he was made a 
Judge, he became aware of limitations to the Bojal Prerogative 
which he would never have found out while he was Attorney-General. 
As soon as he ceased to be a Judge and became a popular leader in 
the House of Commons, he began to see that the impartiality of the 
Bench needed for its protection cautions and restraints of which he 
Jiever felt the want while he sat on it himself. The doctrine in ques- 
tion was a growth of this later stage in his career. He thought of 
it while he was writing his Institutes, and I believe we may see the 
very passage where it came into his head. It is a passage worth 
examining carefully ; for it contains in itself a history of the changes 
through which his mind passed on the way to that important conclu- 
sion. 

He was explaining the process of trial for petty treason ; and 
coming to the rule which prohibits the prisoner from the aid of 
counsel to conduct his defence and answer the prosecutor, it occurred 
to him that the reader might wish to know by what reason such a 
rule could be justified : for the reason was not self-evident, and yet a 
reason there must be, or how could it be law P And the first reason 
he hits upon, after noticing one or two other explanations only to 
put them aside, is this. " The true reason'* (he says) " is that the 
testimonies and proofs of the offence ought to be so clear and mani- 
fest, as there can be no defence to it ;'* an idea very characteristic of 
the man, which I can well fancy him to have entertained and acted 
upon, 80 long as he was himself either prosecutor or judge, with per- 
fect satis&ction ; the notion that anything to the purpose could be 
said against the side which he was on, being one that his mind could 
never take. But now that he was considering the question in gene- 
ral, — not as in a proceeding which he had any part in himself, but re- 
garding it as a jurist, and imagining the case of a prisoner charged 
by an Attorney-General who might be wrong before a Judge who 
might be precipitate, — when he saw the rule and the reason of the 
rule lying side by side on his paper, he seems to have felt that it was 
not quite satisfactory. And well he might. The prisoner has heard 
for the first time the charge and the evidence against him. It has 
been got up by practised lawyers, with every advantage of skill, time, 
scope, and money. He, an unlearned, possibly an uneducated man, 
who has all th^ time been shut up in ignorance and without advice, 
must make his defence for himself ea tempore. He may not even 
have the aid of a practised lawyer to answer the practised lawyer who 

i2 
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has set forth the evidence against him : Is not that unfair ? No, 
says Coke, because the proofs against him ought to he so clear that 
he can have no defence to make ! In other words, no man ought to 
be prosecuted except upon proof so absolute, that the prosecutor, 
witliout hearing what he has to say in answer, may be sure that no- 
thing he can say will shake it. It was a doctrine which could only 
be defended from the prosecutor's point of view, from which Coke 
was no longer looking. Casting about therefore for a better justifi- 
cation of the rule of law, he falls upon the notion that " the Court 
ought to be instead of counsel to the prisoner, — to see that nothing 
be urged against him contrary to law and right ;" or, as he expresses 
it rather more fully in another place, *' the Court ought to see that 
the indictment, trial, and other proceedings be good and suffi- 
cient in law, otherwise they should by their erroneous judgment 
attaint the prisoner unjustly." With his own former practice in his 
mind, he could not go so far as to say that the Court ought to act as 
the prisoner's adoocate, without which the justification of the rule is 
obviously imperfect : for in the case of an innocent man, the quotation 
of guilty or not guilty turns not upon the legality of the proceed- 
ings, but upon the evidence of the fact ; and the hardship for the pri- 
soner is, that he must contend under every disadvantage, and with- 
out any help, to remove the impression produced upon his triers by 
an array of evidence collected, arranged, and set forth against him 
with every advantage. But having come to the conclusion that the 
Judge ought to see that the prisoner has fair play as far as the law 
is concerned (which was a great step in advance), it further occurred 
to him as a corollary that the Judge ought to be in an impartial 
frame of mind ; therefore not to come with a judgment forestalled. 
** And to the end that the trial may be more indifferent, seeing that 
the safety of the prisoner consisteth in the indifferency of the Court, 
the Judges ought not to deliver their opinions beforehand of any 
criminal case which may come before them judicially." And thus 
he arrives at last, much to his honour, at that just conclusion, which 
to suppose that he had arrived at in 1615 would not be to his honour 
at all : as we shall hereafter see. That it was a new doctrine and 
not according to the customs of the realm is the very merit of it ; and 
the very next sentence, though intended to prove that it was not 
new, proves to me that it was. In law, reason is nothing without 
precedent. If the doctrine just laid down was true, there must, ac- 
cording to Coke's habits of thinking, have been precedents to esta- 
blish it ; and for a precedent he looks about. Now, had the attempt 
to forestall a Judge's opinion " upon a case put and proofs urged on 
one side in the absence of the party accused " been an innovation in 
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the year 1615, a thing " of new and dangerous tendency, and not ac- 
cording to the customs of the realm," surely Coke, who had been 
Attorney-General from 1694 to 1606, Chief Justice of the King's 
Bench from 1613 to 1616, and an active Privy Councillor with only 
a year's intermission from 1613 to 1620, — whose whole life had been 
spent in the search and study of records, authorities, and year books, 
— could not have been much at a loss for a precedent. If it had not 
been the custom to consult Judges out of Court, he must have known 
it : if Judges when so consulted had ever upon that or any other 
ground refused to answer, he must have known that ; if any judicial 
decision had been pronounced, or any eminent author had given an 
opinion to that effect. Coke was the man to quote it. Yet he is 
obliged to go back as far as the year 1486 before he can find a case 
which even seems fit for his purpose. "We read (he proceeds) that 
in the case of Humphrey Stafford, that arch-traitor, Hussey, Chief 
Justice, besought King Henry VII. that he would not desire to 
know their opinions beforehand for Humphrey Stafford, for they 
thought it would come before them in the King's Bench judicially, 
and then they would do that which of right they ought; and the 
King accepted of it." Unless he could have added that since that 
time the Judges had never been asked for their opinions beforehand, 
he had better have rested upon his reasou and gone without his pre- 
cedent. For otherwise we may more probably infer that for the last 
150 years no judge had refused to give an opinion beforehand, than 
that none had been asked. Occasions must have been occurring 
continually : and if in such a case any practice is to be held consti- 
tutional of which a solitary precedent can be produced within the 
century and half last past, what practice can be proved unconstitu- 
tional ? But in this case that solitary precedent is itself wanting. 
For though the case here cited by Coke sounds like an instance in 
point (as far as it goes), it is not really so. In the case of Hum- 
phrey Stafford, it was not a private opinion that was asked, but a 
public one in Court, the prisoner being absent. The occasion was 
very peculiar. Humphrey Stafford had been formerly attainted by 
Parliament, but had taken sanctuary at Colchester, where he could 
not be touched. Afterwards he left that sanctuary to join Lord 
jLovel's rebellion, and upon its dispersion again took sanctuary at 
Colnham, a village near Abingdon. Upon this a question arose as 
to the privileges of this new sanctuary, and whether it was a suffi- 
cient protection for traitors ; a point of law which the King wished 
to have settled before he meddled with it. For this purpose, — that 
is, to decide upon the privileges of the sanctuary, — the Judges were 
assembled in the Court of Exchequer. But as it was precisely the 
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same qaestion which, if the prisoner were brought up for judgment, 
would come before them judicially in the King's Bench, — (for Staf- 
ford being already attainted could have no other plea except the pri- 
vileges of sanctuary), — ^the Chief Justice saw that a public and for- 
mal decision upon it would be equivalent to a prejudication of the 
case in the absence of the prisoner ; and upon that ground prayed to 
be spared.^ If this be all therefore, it cannot be inferred from it 
that he would have objected to give an opinion privately to the King 
beforehand ; which for anything that appears he may have actually 
done, and probably did. And this is the point in question. Sup- 
pose however that the case had been really in point : an example 
worthy of being followed and bringing in a new custom. The ques- 
tion as concerning the constitutional practice in the time of James I., 
is, had it been followed ? From the silence of Coke, who was more 
likely to know than any man, I presume that it had not ; and there- 
fore that it was an exception, which if it proves anything with regard 
to the practice proves that the practice both before and after had 
been different, — ^as I have no doubt would abundantly appear if the 
examinations and consultations preparatory to the more important 
state trials were searched. Indeed if Coke's own doctrine were ad- 
mitted — that no man ought to be sent to trial unless it were certain 
that he could not have any defence worth hearing — it would follow 
that the Judges ought always to have been consulted beforehand, 
and that no case ought to have been sent for trial which they had 
not certified to be "good and sufficient in law." To avoid the risk 
of sending up cases which they would consider bad and insufficient 
in law was certainly the professed, and I believe the real, object of 
these consultations in James's time. What could be more natural 
than that a King anxious to govern by law should consult the 
Judges of the King's Bench (being the highest authorities) to know 
what the law was P 

How little scruple Coke had at this time to deliver an opinion 
upon a criminal case which was to come before him judicially (for 
Owen was to be tried before the King's Bench), we shall now see. 

A Letter to the King op account of Owen's cause^ etc.* 

It may please your excellent Majesty, 

Myself with the rest of your counsel learned conferred with 
my Lord Coke and the rest of the Judges of the King's Bench 

* Luders'fl Tracts on Varioua Subjects, etc., vol. i. pp. 147, 164. 
^ * Gibson Papers,' vol. viii. f. 13. Fair copy. 
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only, being met at my Lord's chamber^ concerning the business 
of Owen. For although it be true that your Majesty in your 
letter did mention that the same course might be held in the 
taking of opinions apart in this^ which was prescribed and used 
in Peacham's cause, yet both my Lords of the Council and we 
amongst ourselves, holding it in a case so clear not needful, but 
rather that it would import a diffidence in us, and deprive us of 
the means to debate it with the Judges (if cause were) more 
strongly, (which is somewhat), we thought best rather to use 
this form. 

llie Judges desired us to leave the examinations and papers 
with them for some little time to consider (which is a thing they 
use); but I conceive there will be no manner of question made 
of it. My Lord Chief Justice, to show forwardness (as I inter- 
pret it), shewed us passages of Suarez and others whereby to 
prove that though your Majesty stood not excommunicate by 
particular sentence^ yet by the general Bulls of Ccena Domini 
and others you were upon the matter excommunicate^ and there- 
fore that the treason was as de prasenti. But I that foresee that 
if that course should be held when it cometh to a public day, to 
disseminate to the vulgar an opinion that your Majesty's case is 
all one as if you were de facto particularly and expressly excom- 
municate, it would but increase the danger of your person with 
those that are desperate Papists ; and that it is needless ; com- 
mended my Lord's diligence, but withal put it by; and fell upon 
the other course (which is the true way), that is, that whosoever 
shall affirm in diem or sub conditione that your Majesty may be 
destroyed, is a traitor de prasenti, for that he maketh you but 
tenant for life at the will of another. And I put the Duke of 
Buckingham's case who said that if the King caused him to be 
arrested of treason he would stab him, and the case of the impos- 
turess Elizabeth Barton, who said that if King Henry the 8*** 
took not his wife again, Catherine dowager, he should be no 
longer King, and the like. 

It may be these particulars are not worth the relating. But 
because I find nothing in the world so important to your service 
as to have you throughly informed (the ability of your direc- 
tion considered) it maketh me thus to do ; most humbly praying 
your Majesty to admonish me if I be over troublesome. 

For Peacham, the rest of ray fellows are ready to make their 
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report to yoiir Majesty at such time and in such manner as your 
Majesty sball require it. Myself yesterday took my Lord Ck)ke 
aside after the rest were gone^ and told him all the rest were 
ready^ and I was now to require his Lordship's opinion according 
to my commission. He said I should have it^ and repeated that 
twice or thrice^ as thinking he had gone too far in that kind of 
negative (to deliver any opinion apart) before ; and said he would 
tell it me within a very short time though he were not that in- 
stant ready. I have tossed this business in omnes partes, whereof 
I will give your Majesty knowledge when time serveth. God 
preserve your Majesty. 

Your Majesty's most humble 

and devoted subject and servant. 
11 Febr. 1614 

A few days after, Coke delivered his opinion on Peacham's case in 
writing. What the terras were, we do not know. But we know 
that the conditions under which the opinion was obtained did not 
interfere with its liberty, for it amounted in effect to a denial of one 
of Bacon's cardinal positions. To make Peacham's offence treason, 
it was necessary to hold that one of the means by which " the King's 
death is compassed or imagined " is the " disabling of his regiment, 
and making him appear to be incapable or indign to reign." And 
the opinion which Coke then delivered, as we learn from Bacon him- 
self in another place, '' amounted in effect to this — that no words of 
scandal or defamation, importing that the King was utterly unworthy 
to govern, were treason, except they disabled his title." With mo- 
dem ideas, it is not easy to see the value of the distinction ; because 
words only— that is, the mere expression of an opinion — seem to us 
insufficient in either case to make treason. With the ideas of Ba- 
con's time, it must have been equally difficult, because words tending 
to excite popular disaffection to the person and government of the 
King were quite as dangerous to the Crown as words disabling his 
title. Nevertheless as most of the former treasons had been con- 
nected with the claims of some rival and pretender to the Crown, it 
may be easily supposed that there were few or no cases in the books 
in which the disabling of the title did not form part of the charge, 
and was not held to have been proved ; and Coke's opinion would 
stand upon the precedents. However this may be, his answer, whe- 
ther right or wrong, deprived the Government (in the court of popu- 
lar opinion) of the support of the King's Bench, and brought on the 
danger which Bacon apprehended when he said to the King '' except 



1614-15.] COKE'S OPINION ON PBACHAM'S CASE. 121 

ihese stay in the ship, ye cannot be safe.'* To proceed no further 
with the case under that disadvantage would probably have been his 
advice, if it had not proceeded so far already. But after the King 
had pressed it on so eagerly and allowed it to take so much wind 
(for the general residt of all the examinations and consultations was 
well enough known abroad^), it was as dangerous to stop as to go on. 
To drop the prosecution at this point would certainly have been a 
great encouragement to the disaffected party, for it would have im- 
mediately gone abroad that people might indulge themselves in the 
compagition of libels against the State without any risk. What to 
advise, Bacon (as I gather from the terms of the following letter, in 
which he forwarded Goke^s answer to the King) could not at the 
moment quite make up his mind. 



To THE Kino's most Excellent Majesty.^ 

It may please your excellent Majesty^ 

I send your Majesty inclosed my lord Cooke's answers. I 
will not call them rescripts^ much less oracles. They are of his 
own hand^ and offered to me as they are in writings not required 
by me to have them set down in writings though I am glad of 
it for mine own dischai^e. I thought it my duty^ as soon as I 
received them^ instantly to send them to your Majesty; and 
forbear for the present to speak furder of them. I for my part 
(though this Muscovia weather be a little too hard for my con- 
stitution) was ready to have waited upon your Majesty this day^ 
all respects set aside ; but my L. Treasurer^ in respect of the 
season and much other business^ was willing to save me. 

I will only conclude touching these papers^ with a text divided. 
I cannot say, Oportet istfuec fieri ; but I may say. Finis autem 
nondum, God preserve your Majesty. 

Your Majesty's most humble 

and devoted subject and servant, 

Fe. Bacon. 

I humbly pray your Majesty to keep the papers safe. 

14 Feb. 1614. 
at 12 of Clock. 

1 ** The King sinoe his coming hath had the opinion of the Judges sererallT in 
Peacham's case, and it is said that most of them concur to find it treason. Yet 
the Lord Chief Justice is for the contrary." Chamberlain to Carleton, 20 Feb. 
1614. ' Balfour MSS. 
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The decision (whoever was responsible for it) was to go on, the 
opinion of Coke notwithstanding. On the 24th of February direc- 
tions were given that Feacham should be sent into Somersetshire for 
trial' at the Western Assizes. But the next day (though ''Sir 
Bandall Crew, the King's Sergeant, and Sir Henry Yelverton, 
Solicitor, were ready to go to horse to have waited on him there "^ 
the order was countermanded. In hope of procuring delay, he had 
made a new statement, implicating Sir John Sydenham, brother-in- 
law of his neighbour and patron Mr. Paulet ; which was thought to 
require investigation. Both Sydenham and Paulet were sent for, 
and the Bishop of Bath and Wells — ^his own Bishop, and the object 
of the libel which first brought him under the notice of the High 
Commission — was appointed to examine him again. '* On Sunday," 
says Chamberlain, — Sunday was the 26th, — " he was at the Court 
confronted with Sir John Sydenham about certain speeches hereto- 
fore passed between them, and Mr. Paulet and some of his men are 
sent for upon the like occasion. But for ought I learn there is no 
likelihood of danger, no more than there was towards Sir Maurice 
Berkeley and a minister or two of that county, that were likewise 
called in question, and have reasonably acquitted themselves, the 
matter falling out to be of small moment."' Bacon seems to have 
had no hope of good from this proceeding — believing the new story 
to be merely a device for delay, which could lead to nothing except 
the discovery that it was false. Neither does he seem to have had 
any part in the examination himself, or even to have been present at 
it ; for in reporting to the King the result and the further measures 
which it had rendered necessary, it will be observed that he speaks 
only of what he has learned from the Bishop. The principal mea- 
sure which he considered necessary was another examination, to be 
taken by himself and his fellows of the learned counsel alone (in 
which therefore he could have the management of it in his own 
hands) in order to remove confusions and ambiguities, and clear the 
indictment of matter depending upon confessions which might be 
retracted and disavowed as extorted by fear of pain ; and with that 
view to make him believe that the trial was coming on immediately 
and that it would be his last opportunity of speaking. I do not sup- 
pose that since the unsuccessful experiment of the 19th of January, 
the "manacles" (whatever the nature of that torture may have been) 
had been either applied or threatened ; for we hear nothing of them. 
But for Bacon's purpose in this examination it is clear that the pri- 
soner must have been relieved from all apprehension of them. What 

1 Qardiner, ii. p. 190. ^ Chamberlain to Carleton, 2 March, 1614. 

» Id. ibid. 
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he said was to be said in such a manner that he could not disavow 
ifc in Oonrt, or it would be of no use ; and if he could have pleaded 
fear of torture as his motive in saying it, it would not have been held 
admissible as evidence. 



A Letter to the Kino from his Attorney concerning 
Peacham's Case. 28 Feb. 1614.^ 

It may please your excellent Majesty^ 

I perceive by the Bishop of Bath and Wells^ that although 
it seemeth he hath dealt in an effectual manner with Peacham^ 
yet he prevaileth little hitherto. For he hath gotten of him no 
DCw names^ neither doth Peacham alter in^ his tale touching Sir 
John Sidnam. 

Peacham standeth off' in two material points de novo. The 
one^ he will not yet discover into whose hands he did put his 
papers touching the consistory villanies. They were not found 
with the other bundles upon the search ; neither did he ever say 
that he had burned them or defaced them. Therefore it is like 
they are in some person^s hands ; and it is like again^ that that 
person that he trusted with those papers^ he likewise trusted with 
these others of the treasons, I mean with the sight of them. 

The other, that he taketh time to answer, when he is asked 
whether he heard not from Mr. Paulet some such words as he 
saith he heard from Sir John Sydenham, or in some lighter 
manner.^ 

I hold it fit that myself and my fellows go to the Tower 
(and so I purpose) to examine him upon these points and some 
others ; at the least, that the world may take notice that the 
business is followed as heretofore, and that the stay of the trial 
is upon further discovery, according to that we give out. 

I think also it were not amiss to make a false fire, as if all 
things were ready for his going down to his trial, and that he 
were upon the very point of being carried down, to see what that 
will work with him. 

Lastly, I do think it most necessary, and a point principally 
to be regarded, that because we live in an age wherein no coun- 

* Sir David Dalrymple's * Memorials and Letters,' p. 29. (D.) Add. MSS. 
6603, f. 78 6. (A.) 
» om. D. ' pm. A. * So both A. and D. 



124 LETTERS AND LIFE OF FEAifciS BACON. [cWap. IV. 

sel is kept^ and that it is true there is some bruit abroad that 
the Judges of the King's Bench do doubt of the case that it 
should not be treason ; that it be given out constantly^ and yet 
as it were in secret, and so a fame to slide, that the doubt was 
only upon the publication, in that it was never published. For 
that (if your Majesty marketh it) taketh away, or at^ least quali- 
fieth the danger of the example ; for that will be no man's case. 

This is all I can do to thridd your Majesty's business with a 
continual and settled care, turning and returning, not with any 
thing in the world, save only the occasions themselves, and your 
Majesty's good pleasure. 

I had no time to report to your Majesty, at your being here, 
the business referred, touching Mr. John Murray. I find a 
shrewd ground of a title against your Majesty and the patentees 
to these lands, by the coheirs of Thomas Earl of Northumber- 
land. For I see a fair deed, I find a reasonable consideration 
for the making the said deed, being for the advancement of his 
daughters (for that aU the possessions of the earldom were' en- 
tailed upon his brother): I find it was made four years before his 
rebellion ; and I see some probable cause why it hath slept so 
long. 

But Mr. Murray's petition speaketh only of the moiety of one 
of the coheirs, whereunto if your Majesty should give way, you 
mought be prejudiced in the other moiety. Therefore, if Mr. 
Murray can get power over' the whole, then it may be safe for 
your Majesty to give way to the trial of the right, when the 
whole shall be submitted to you. 

Mr. Murray is my dear friend ; but I must cut* even in these 
things, and so I know he would himself wish no other. God 
preserve your Majesty. 

Your Majesty's most humble 

and devoted subject and servant. 

Fa. Bacon. 

Febr. the 28th, 1614. 

This letter was entrusted to the care of Murray, and enclosed with 
the note which follows, relating to the subject of the two last para- 
graphs, which was some petition for a grant of lands. But I know 
no particulars of it, more than may be gathered from the text. 

om. D. ' was : A. ^ ^ . j) 4 om ^^ 
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To MT VERY GOOD FRIEND^ Mr. JoHN MuRRAY, OP HIS 

Majesty's bedchamber — thbsb.^ 

Mr. Murray, 

I pray deliver the enclosed to his Majesty ; and have care 

of the letter afterwards. I have written also to his Majesty 

about your reference, to this purpose ; that if you can get power 

over the whole title, it may be safe for his Majesty to assent that 

you may try the right upon the deed. This is the furdest I can 

can go. I ever rest 

Your's assured, 

Pr. Bacon. 
28 Feb. 1614. 

Whether Bacon and the learned counsel examined Peacham more 
than once, or whether the Bishop had not done with him, I cannot 
say. But there seems to have been a little delay from some cause 
or other: and his final examination, which is the only other we 
know of, did not take place till the 10th of March. On that day he 
was examined at the Tower, in presence of the Lieutenant, by Bacon, 
Crew, and Yelverton ; and, as Bacon seems to have anticipated, dis- 
avowed his former stories and told a new one ; to what effect we 
learn from the next letter. 

To THE King concerning Peacham.* 

May it please your excellent Majesty, 

I send your Majesty inclosed a copy of our last examina- 
tion of Peacham, taken the 10th of this present ; whereby your 
Majesty may perceive, that this miscreant wretch goeth back 
from all, and denieth his hand and all. No doubt, being fully of 
belief that he should go presently down to his trial, he meant 
now to repeat his part which he purposed to play in the country ; 
which was to deny all. But your Majesty in your wisdom per- 
ceiveth, that this denial of his hand, being not possible to be 
connterreited^ and to be sworn by Adams, and so oft by himself 
formally confessed and admitted^ could not mend his case before 
any jury in the world ; but rather aggravateth it by his notorious 
impudency and falsehood, and will make him more odious. 
He never deceived me; for when others had hope of discovery^ 

^ Balfour MSS. ' Gibeon Papers, toI. viiL f. 17. Copy. 
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and thought time well spent that way^ I told your Majesty 
pereuniibus mille figure, and that he now did but turn himself 
into divers shapes to save or delay his punishment. And there- 
fore^ submitting myself to your Majesty^s high wisdom^ I think 
myself bound in conscience to put your Majesty in remembrance, 
whether Sir John Sidnam shall be detained upon this man's im- 
peaching^ in whom there is no truth. Notwithstanding^ that 
furder inquiry be made of this other Peacham^ and that informa- 
tion and light be taken from Mr. Poulett and his servants, I 
hold it (as things are) necessary. God preserve your Majesty. 
Your Majesty's most humble 

and devoted subject and servant, 

Fb. Bacon. 
xii of March 1614. 



Thb Examination of Edmond Peacham, at the Towbr, 
March 10th, 1614.^ 

Being asked when he was last at London, and where he 
lodged when he was there? he saith he was last at London after 
the end of the last parliament ; but where lodged he knoweth 
not. 

Being asked with what gentlemen, or others in London, when 
he was here last, he had conference and speech withal ? he saith 
he had speech only with. Sir Maurice Berkeley, and that about 
the petitions only, which had been before sent up to him by the 
people of the country, touching the apparitors and the grievances 
offered the people by the court of the officials. 

Being asked, touching one Peacham, of his name, what know- 
ledge he had of him, and whether he was not the person that did 
put into his mind divers of those traiterous passages which are 
both in his loose and contexted papers ? he saith this Peacham^ 
of his name, was a divine, a scholar, and a traveller ; and that 
he came to him some years past, the certainty of the time he 
cannot remember, and lay at this examinate^s house a quarter of 
a year, and took so much upon him as he had scarce the com- 
mand of his own house or study ; but that he would be writing, 
sometimes in the church, sometimes in the steeple, sometimes in 
' this examinate's study ; and now saith farther, that those papers, 

^ Sir Barid Dalrymple'a ' Memorials and Letters,' p. 59. 
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as well looee as contexted^ which he had formerly confessed to be 
of his own hand^ might be of the writing of the said Peacham ; 
and saith confidently, that none of them are his own hand- 
writing or inditing ; but whatsoever is in his former examina- 
tions^ as well before his Majesty's learned counsel^ as before my 
Lord of Canterbury, and other the Lords, and others of his Ma- 
jesty's privy council, was wholly out of fear, and to avoid torture, 
and not otherwise. 

Being required to describe what manner of man the said 
Peacham that lay at his house was ; he saith that he was tall of 
stature, and can make no other description of him, but saith, as 
he taketh it, he dwelleth sometimes at Honslow as a minister; 
for he hath seen his letters of orders and licence under the hand 
of Mr. D. Chatterton, sometime bishop of Lincoln. He denieth 
to set his hand to this examination. 

Examinaf per Fr. Bacon, Ger. Hblwysse, 

Ranulphe Crgwe, H. Yelverton. 

This is the last we hear of the case as far as Bacon was concerned 
with it. It was now, I imagine, too late to try it at the western 
tissizes during the present circuit. It had to wait for the next. 
The result we learn from Chamberlain. Writing to Carleton on the 
13th of July 1615, he says 

" Peacham, the minister, that hath been this twelvemonth in the Tower, 
is sent down to be tried for treason in Somersetshire before the Lord Chief 
Baron and Sir Henry Montagu the B^corder. Sir Bandal Crew and Sir 
Harry Yelverton, the King*s Sergeant and Solicitor, are sent down to pro- 
secute the trial. If the fellow have the grace to submit himself, I think 
he shall have no great harm, otherwise he must take his adventure.*^ 

And again on the 24th of August, — 

" Peacham the minister, after a year's imprisonment in the Tower, was 
arraigned the 7th of this month at the assizes in Somersetshire, before the 
Lord Chief Baron and Sir Henry Montagu. Sir Bandal Crew and Sir 
Henry Yelverton were sent down to prosecute the business. Seven knights 
were taken from the Bench to be of the Jury. He defended himself veiy 
simply, but obstinately and doggedly enough ; but his offence was so foul 
and scandalous that he was condemned of High Treason ; yet not exe- 
cuted, nor perhaps shall be, if he have the grace to submit himself and 
show some remorse." 

On the 3l8t of August another attempt was made to obtain from. 
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him a confession of the truth, at which he seems to have owned him- 
self the author of the writings imputed to him, but denied any inten- 
tion to publish or preach them. Whether the Government believed 
this or whether it was merely out of respect for the opinion of the 
dissentient Judges, the verdict and sentence pronounced against him 
were thought sufficient for example ; and though not pardoned or 
liberated, he was allowed to live otherwise unmolested till he died 
about seven months after.^ It was a case which might have been 
expected (considering that Coke was understood to be against the 
prosecution) to excite a good deal of popular sympathy at the time. 
But I do not find traces of any. Peacham's contemporaries seem to 
have seen nothing interesting in him. Whatever his deservings may 
have been, his name owes all its favour with posterity to the disco- 
very, about a hundred years since, of the name of Bacon among 
eight witnesses to his examination under torture. 

^ " Feacham, the condemned minister, is dead in the jail at Taunton, where 
they lay he left behind him a moet wicked and desperate writing, worse than that 
he was conficted for." Chamberlain to Carleton, 27 March 1616. 
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CHAPTER V. 

A.D. 1615. JBTAT. 55. 
1. 

Easter term began in 1615 on the 26th of April, and Bacon re- 
turned from his vacation with a budget of papers for the King on 
the means of improving his revenue. I have not succeeded in find- 
ing any which answer the description, and I am afraid thej are alto- 
gether lost. If thej should ever be recovered thev can hardly fail to 
throw light of the most valuable kind upon his political principles ; 
being a contribution entirely voluntary to the solution of the main 
political difficulty of his times. As it is, we must content ourselves 
with the knowledge, derived from the next letter, that this was the 
subject, or one of the subjects, with which he was busy during the 
interval of comparative leisure between the law-terms. 

The difference of a day between the date at the foot of the letter 
and the docket on the back (which I noted as remarkable when I 
made the collation, and therefore I conclude that I was satisfied of 
the fact at the time, which is long ago) may serve as a reminder that, 
valuable as exact dates are in all these historical and biographical 
inquiries, their exactness cannot be depended on always and abso- 
lutely. If any question of importance had turned upon the day on 
which this letter was written, either of the dates in the absence of 
the other would have seemed conclusive, and yet one must be wrong. 
If the difference had been the other way, I should have supposed 
that the date at the end represented the day on which the letter was 
written and the date on the back the day on which it was sent off. 
But it is difficult to imagine how it can have been docketed before it 
was finished. 
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A LETTER TO THE KlNG^ TOUCHING MATTER OF HIS MaJESTY^S 
REVENUE AND PROFIT. 25 ApR. 1615.* 

It may please your Majesty, 

I may remember what Tacitus saith by occasion that Tibe- 
rius was often and long absent from Rome. In urbe, et parva 
et magna negotia imperatorem simul premunt. But, saith he. In 
recesm, dimissis rebus minoris momenti, sumnus rerum magnarum 
magis agitaniur. This maketh me think it shall be no incivility 
to trouble your Majesty with business during your abode from 
London ; knowing that your Majesty's meditations are the prin- 
cipal wheel of your estate ; and being warranted by a former 
commandment which I received from you. 

I do now only send your Majesty these papers inclosed, be- 
cause I do greatly desire so far forth to preserve my credit with 
you, as thus ; — ^that whereas lately (perhaps out of too much de- 
sire, which iuduceth too much belief,) I was bold to say that I 
thought it as easy for your Majesty to come out of want as to go 
forth of your gallery ; your Majesty would not take me for a 
dreamer or a projector. I send your Majesty therefore some 
grounds of my hopes. And for that paper which I have gathered 
of increasements sperate, I beseech you to give me leave to 
think that if any of the particulars do fail, it will be rather for 
want of workmanship in those that shall deal in them than want 
of materials in the things themselves. The other paper hath many 
discarding cards, and I send Jt chiefly that your Majesty may be 
' the less surprised by projectors, who pretend sometimes great 
discoveries and inventions in things that have been propounded, 
and perhaps after a better fashion, long since. Gtod Almighty 
preserve your Majesty. 

Your Majesty's most humble 

and devoted subject and servant. 
26 April, 1G15. 

2. 

Peacham was not the only person whose name owes its lustre in 
modern times to the accident that when he was prosecuted by the 
Government Bacon was Attorney General. A gentleman of the 

> Oibson Papers, toI. yiii f. 18. The heading is the docket, which is in Bacon's 
hand. The letter is a copy by one of his own men. 
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name of Olirer St. John has enjoyed during the last thirty years a 
reputation for patriotic virtue, of which the men of his own time 
knew or thought so little that they did not care to set any mark 
upon him by which he could be distinguished from others of the 
same name ; and it is only within the last ten years that the labour 
of antiquaries has discovered which of the Oliver Sfc. Johns was the 
true owner of it. Lord Campbell took him for the Oliver St. John who 
defended Hampden, and became Solicitor General in 1641 and Chief 
Justice of the Common Pleas in 1648 : Mr. Foss, very strangely, for 
Sir Oliver, who in the course of the very next .year succeeded Chi- 
chester as Lord Deputy of Ireland, and was afterwards created Vis- 
count Grandison. It was not till November 1859 that Mr. Maclean 
discovered and announced in ' Notes and Queries ' that he was the 
second son of John St. John of Lydiard Tregoze — a near relation of 
Lord Grandison ; but a very different man.^ 

Except as a proof that the reputation which the name enjoys is a 
modem growth, his parentage is a question of little importance. 
How far that reputation is deserved the reader shall judge for him- 
self; for all that we know about the real Oliver St. John who was 
prosecuted in the Star Chamber for a seditious libel while Bacon 
was Attorney General, is so little, that I shall be able to exhibit it 
in these pages at full length. The offence laid to his charge was 
more serious than Peacham*8, though it had not so bad a name or so 
heavy a penalty ; for it aimed at the part in which the Government 
was weakest, and popular disaffection easiest to rouse and likely to 
cause most obstruction. And though I have no reason to think that 
Bacon was the original adviser of the prosecution, I do not doubt 
that be would have advised it had he been asked, or Iiad it been his 
business. Indeed he had previously described the case by anticipa- 
tion, as one which, if it should occur, would be fit for punishment. 
At the first starting of the project of the voluntary oblation, he had 
laid it down among the ** points to be observed," that " howsoever no 
manner of compulsory means was to be used, nor no show thereof ; 
yet if any malicious person should deride or scorn or slander the 
frank disposition of the King's subjects, or purposely dissuade it, or 
seek to defeat it or divert it, that he should be questioned and se- 
verely punished." I do not think he expected the case to arise in 
the quarter where it did, but other^dse he had forecast its features 
with great accuracy. 

The Benevolence money having come in slowly and scantily in 

> * Notes and Queries,' 5 Not. 1859, p. 386. If it be true, as stated by Birch, 
that Lord Chrandison died in 1630, aged 70, they must have been nearly of the 
same age. 
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answer to the first letters ft^m the Council, and the moyementa of 
Spinola in Gkrinanj (which seemed to threaten the Palatinate) hay- 
ing supplied them with a fresh and popular argument in favour of 
contribution — for without money how could the Government take 
such a part in the impending quarrel as became the greatness of 
England ? — a second circular was sent to the Sheriff towards the 
end of September, urging greater speed in making the collection 
and sending in the proceeds. Upon the receipt of these letters, 
meetings were appointed by the Justices of Peace to be held in the 
several towns, for the purpose of taking the subject into considera- 
tion : and among the rest in Marlborough, a principal town of Wilt- 
shire, which was governed by a Mayor. The Mayor (feeling appa* 
rently the want of counsel and assistance), applied to Oliver St. 
John, as a man of good family and a person of importance in the 
place. St. John forbore to give any answer in private, but the next 
day, when the Justices were to meet, sent a letter to the Mayor, with 
authority to lay it before them if he thought fit. And as this letter, 
of which a copy was printed in the Cabala, constitutes at once the 
whole of his offence and the whole of his title to renown, it will be 
best to give it entire. 



Against 
the law. 
1. 
2. 



Against 
Reason. 
1. 



2. 



Against 
Religion. 



**• As I think, this kind of Benevolence is against Law, Reason, and Re- 
ligion. 

The Law is in the Statute called Magna Charta 9 H, 3. cap. 29. that 
no free man be any way destroyed, but by the laws of the land. 

Secondly, besides that the said Statute of Magna Charta is by all 
Princes since established and confirmed, it is in this special case of volun- 
tary or free grants enacted and decreed, 25 Ed, I., cap. 5, that none such 
be drawn into custom, and cap. 6, that henceforth be taken no such aids, 
tasks, free grants, or prizes, but by assent of all the Realm, and for the 
good of the same. And in primo E. 3. cap. 2. That the subjects and Com- 
mons of this realm from henceforth shall in no wise be charged by any 
charge or imposition called a Benevolence, or any such like charge, and 
that such exactions called a Benevolence shall be danmed and adnulled 
for ever. 

It is not only without but against Beason that the Commons in their 
severals and particulars, should be made relievers or suppliers of his Ma- 
jesty's wants, who neither know his wants, nor the sums that may be 
raised to supply the same. 

Secondly, it is against reason that the particular and several Commons 
distracted, should oppose their judgments and discretion to the judgment 
and discretion of the wisdom of their land assembled in Parliament, who 
have there denied any such aid. 

It argueth in us want of that love and due respect of our Sovereign 
Lord and Xing, which ought to be in every of us towards each other, 



1615.] ST. JOHN^S LETTEB TO THE MAYOR. 138 

which is to stay ererj one whom we see falling, and reduce the errant. 
What prosperity can there he expected to befall either our Xing or Nation, 
when tiie King shall, haply of ignorance or (as I hope) out of forgetfulness 
and unheediness, commit so great a sin against his God as is the violating 
of his great and solemn oath taken at his Coronation, for the maintaining 
of the laws, liberties, and customs of this noble realm : and his subjects, 
some for fear; some in pride, some to please others, shall join hands to 
forward so unhappy an achieyement ? Can he any way more highly of- 
fend the Divine Majesty whom ho then invocated P As also c^n he give 
to another Hen. 4 if such an one should rise up (which God forbid) a 
greater advantage P Let his articles put up against B. 2. be looked on, 
it will appear that the breach of the laws, infringing the liberties, and 
failing in this his oath, were the main blemishes wherewith he could 
distain and spot the honour of that good and gentle Prince, who indeed 
was rather abased by other than of himself mischievously any way dis- 
posed. 

Secondly, as very irreligiously and uncharitably we help forward the 
King's Majesty in that grievous sin of perjury, so into what an hellish 
danger we plunge ourselves, even so many of us as do contribute, is to be 
learned out of the several curses and sentences of excommunication given 
out against all such givers, and namely the two following, viz : the great 
Curse given out the 51 of H. 3. against all breakers of the liberties and 
customs of the realm of England with their abettors, counsellors, and exe- 
cutioners, wherein by the sentence of Boniface, Archbishop of Canterbury, 
and the chief part of all the then Bishops of this land, they are ipso facto 
excommunicated. And that of 25 £!d. I. denounced immediately upon the 
acts made against such Benevolences, or free grants and impositions, had 
and taken without common assent : which because it is not so long as that 
former, I will set down as our books deliver the same. 

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, Amen. 
Whereas our Sovereign Lord the King, to the honour of God and of holy 
church, and for the common profit of the realm, hath granted for him and 
his heirs for ever these articles above written. Eobert Archbishop of 
Canterbury, Primate of all England, admonished all his province once 
twice and thrice. Because that shortness will not suffer so much delay as 
to give knowledge to all the people of England of these presents in writing ; 
We therefore enjoin all persons of what estate soever they be, that they 
and every of them, as much as in them is, shall uphold and maintain 
these articles granted by our Sovereign Lord the King in all points. And 
aU those that in any point do resist or break, or in any manner hereafter 
procure, counsel or in any ways assent to resist or break those ordinances, 
or go about it by word or deed, openly or privily, by any manner of pre- 
tence or colour ; we the foresaid Archbishop, by authority in this writing 
expressed, do excommunicate and accurse and from the body of our Lord 
Jesus Christ and from the company of Heaven, and from all the sacra- 
ments of the Holy Church, do sequester and exclude. 

Sir, hearing that tomorrow the Justices will be here about this busy 
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work of Beneyolence, wherein you hare both sent onto and talked with 
me, and thinking that it may be you will delirer up the names of the 
not givers ; Forasmuch as I think I shall be scarcely at home to mstke 
my further answer, if I should be called for, I pray you both hereby to 
understand my mind yourself, and if cause so require, to let the Justices 
perceive as much. So leaving others to their own consciences, whereby 
in that last dreadful day they shall stand or fall before him who will re- 
ward every man according to his deeds, I commend you unto the grace of 
the Almighty, and rest 

Your loving neighbour and friend, 

Olivbb St. John.^ 

"Whatever may be thought of the arguments in this letter, — ^and it 
seems to roe that if good for anything they are good to prove that a 
Queen's letter in aid of a Church collection is a violation of the co- 
ronation oath, and every member of the congregation an accessary 
who contributes, — it will not be disputed that it more than fulfilled 
Bacon*8 description of an offence deserving severe punishment. It 
was at least a deliberate attempt to " dissuade, defeat and divert " 
the disposition of the King's subjects to contribute. But it was 
more than this. In arguing that the proceeding was contrary to 
Magna Charta, the writer might be merely stating his own reason 
for refusing to give any thing himself. But in declaring in express 
terms that the King was ipso facto guilty of perjury — the highest 
offence against God ; that for such acts Bichard II. lost his crown ; 
and that every subject who should lend his help would be accessary 
to the King's sin and in danger of excommunication, he surely com- 
mitted what even at this day, in a case between one subject and an- 
other involving money, would be called an actionable offence. What 
it must have seemed in those days to those against whom it was com- 
mitted, we may best conceive by imagining a like imputation cast 
upon the House of Commons, and calling to mind the cases of Dr. 
Cowell and the two Bishops. And certainly if any attempt was to 
be made for the preservation of reasonable decorum and the common 
forms of respect in the demeanour of the subject to the sovereign, 
and if there was any Court in the land legally authorized to take 
notice of gross breaches of the same, I do not myself see how such a 
case as this could have been properly passed over. The Star Cham- 
ber was such a Court. And about the end of 1614 or beginning of 
1615, Oliver St. John was sent for,' and order given to bring his 
case before that tribunal. 

* S. P. Dom. James I. vol. Ixxviii. no. 28. 

' " There is a gentleman of Wiltshire commonly called the black Oliver St. John, 
committed for writing a letter to the town of Marlborough (where he was a neigh- 
bour), wherein be dissuaded them fix>m giving any benevolence." Cbamberlain to 
Carleton, 5 Jan. 1614-5. 
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The cause, which had been appointed' for the 10th of February, 
was put off (as we have seen) in consequence of the illness of the 
Lord Chancellor, till the beginning of the next term, in which Friday 
the 28th of April was the first Star Chamber day. On the 29th, 
Bacon reported the result to the King in the following letter, the 
original of which may now be seen in the British Museum, set out 
for inspection among the autographs of distinguished persons. The 
heading which I have inserted is taken from the docket of the copy 
preserved at Lambeth,^ which is in Bacon's own hand. 



A Letter to the King reporting the day of hearing op 
St. John's cause in the Star Chamber. 29 Apr. 1615. 

It may please your excellent Majesty^ 

St. John's day is past and well past ; I hold it to be Janu$ 
bifrons ; It hath a good aspect to that which is past^ and to the 
future ; and doth both satisfy and prepare. All did well ; my 
Lord Chief Justice delivered the law for the benevolence 
strongly ; I would he had done it timely. Mr. Chancellor of 
the Exchequer spake finely, somewhat after the manner of my 
late Lord Privy Seal ; not all out so sharply, but as elegantly. 
Sir Thomas Lake (who is also new in that Court) did very well, 
familiarly and counsellor-like. My Lord of Pembroke (who is 
likewise a stranger there) did extraordinary well, and became 
himself well, and had an evident applause. 

I meant well also; and because my information was the 
ground, having spoken out of a few heads which I had gathered 
(for I seldom do more), I set down as soon as I came home cur- 
sorily a frame of that I said ; though I persuade myself I spake 
it with more life. I have sent it to Mr. Murray sealed ; if your 
Majesty have so much idle time as to look upon it, it may give 
some light of the day's work : but I most humbly pray your Ma- 
jesty to pardon the errors. God preserve you ever. 1 rest 
Your Majesty's most humble subject 

and devoted servant, 

Fr. Bacon. 

The sentence was perpetual imprisonment, £5000 fine, and 
recognition of his ofience in all the Courts at Westminster. 

* Gibeon Papers, vol. riii. f. 19. 
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Of the report of Bacon's speech which accompanied this letter, I 
have not succeeded in finding either the original or any contempo- 
rary copy. It was printed by Bawley in the Besuscitatio, but with 
the names and localities disguised. For the name St. John, " I. S." 
is substituted: for Marlborough, "the town of A.": for Wiltshire, 
** D — shire '*; the object, I suppose, being to spare the feelings of 
the family, and not bring their name upon the stage in connexion 
with a transaction which was not then considered creditable. The 
disappearance of the manuscript may perhaps be accounted for in 
the same way. If it came into the hands of any of the St. John 
race, they would naturally wish to keep it out of sight. Since Baw- 
ley had a copy, it is probable that Bacon meant it to be included in 
the coUection of his speeches, as being part of the history of the 
time, and a real vindication of the Government in a proceeding un- 
justly traduced. But as the value of it did not depend in any degree 
upon the name of the person by whom the offence had been com- 
mitted, he might naturally—out of consideration for black Oliver's 
relatives, who continued to flourish in honour and loyalty, or even 
for black Oliver himself, as one who had repaired his fault as fcur as 
it could be repaired by public recantation and submission, and had 
also obtained leave upon earnest and formal petition to have the 
record of his punishment cancelled, — consent to remove from it 
whatever tended to identify the man or point attention to him. In 
another case, which occurred not long after, the same precaution has 
been taken, no doubt for a similar reason. A charge in the Star 
Chamber against Mr. Lumsden, Sir John Wentworth, and Sir John 
Hollis, appears in the Eesuscitatio as against M. L. S. W. and H. I. 
The individual offenders had undergone their censure and received 
their pardon; nothing of interest to history turned upon their 
names ; the offence was the same whether committed by A., B., C, 
or D., and the speech was against the offence. 

The Charge given by Sir Francis Bacon^ his Majbsty^s 
Attorney General^ against Mr. I. S., for scandaxizing 

AND TRADUCING IN THE PuBLIC SESSIONS LETTERS SENT 

PROM THE Lords of the Council touching the Benevo- 
lence.^ 

My Lords^ 

I shall inform you^ ore tenus, against this gentleman Mr. I. 
S. A gentleman (as it seems) of an ancient bouse and name ; but 

' Rawlej*B Besuscitatio, p. 60. 
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for the present I can think of him by no other name than the 
name of a great offender. The nature and quality of his offence^ 
in 8um^ is this. This gentleman hath^ upon advice^ not suddenly; 
by his pen^ not by the slip of his tongue ;* not privately^ or in a 
corner^ but publicly^ as it were^ to the face of the King's minis- 
ters and justices; slandered and traduced the King our Sove- 
reign ; the Law of the land ; the Parliament ; and infinite parti- 
culars of his Majesty's worthy and loving subjects. Nay the 
slander is of that nature^ that it may seem to interest the people 
in grief and discontent against the State ; whence mought have 
ensued matter of murmur and sedition. So that it is not a 
simple slander^ but a seditious slander; like to that the poet 
speaketh of — Calamosque armare veneno. A venomous dart 
that hath both iron and poison. 

To open to your Lordships the true state of this offence, I will 
set before you, first the occasion whereupon Mr. I. S. wrought : 
then the offence itself in his own words : and lastly, the points 
of his charge. 

My Lords, you may remember that there was the last parlia- 
ment an expectation to have had the King supplied with trea- 
sure, although the event failed. Herein it is not fit for me to 
give opinion of an house of parliament, but I will give testimony 
of truth in all places. I served in the Lower House, and I ob- 
served somewhat. This I do affirm, that I never could perceive 
but that there was in that House a general disposition to give, 
and to give largely. The clocks in the House perchance might 
differ ; some went too fast, some went too slow ; but the dispo-' 
sition to give was general : so that I think I may truly say, soh 
tempore lapstts amor. 

This accident happening thus besides expectation, it stirred up 
and awaked in divers of his Majesty's worthy servants and sub- 
jects of the Clergy, the Nobility, the Court, and others here near 
at hand, an affection loving and chearful, to present the King 
some with plate, some with money, as a free-will offering, (a 
thing that God Almighty loves, a chearful giver : what an evil 
eye doth I know not). And, (my Lords,) let me speak it plainly 
unto you: God forbid any body should be so wretched as to 
think that the obligation of love and duty from 4he subject to 

' The printed copy haa *' not saddenl j, by his Pen ; nor by the slip of his 
Tongue." 
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the Eing^ should be joint and not several. No^ my Lords^ it is 
both. The subject petitioneth to the King in parliament. He 
petitioneth likewise out of parliament. The King on the other 
side gives graces to the subjects in Parliament : he gives them 
likewise^ and poureth them upon his people out of parliament ; 
and so no doubt the subject may give to the King in parliament, 
and out of parliament. It is true the parliament is intercursus 
magnusy the great intercourse and main current of graces and 
donatives from the King to the people, from the people to the 
King : but parliaments are held but at certain times ; whereas 
the pa.s8ages are always open for particulars ; even as you see 
great rivers have their tides, but particular springs and foun- 
tains run continually. 

To proceed therefore : As the occasion (which was the failing 
of supply by parliament) did awake the love and benevolence of 
those that were at hand to give ; so it was apprehended and 
thought fit by my Lords of the Council to make a proof whether 
the occasion and example both, would not awake those in the 
country of the better sort to follow. Whereupon their.Lordships 
devised and directed letters unto the sherifis and justices, which 
declared what was don^ here above, and wished that the country 
might be moved, especially men of value. 

Now, my Lords, I beseech you give me favour and attention to 
set forth and observe unto you five points (I will number them, be- 
cause other men may note them ; and I will but touch them, be- 
cause they shall not be drowned or lost in discourse) which I hold 
worthy the observation, for the honour of the state and confu- 
sion of slanders; whereby it will appear most evidently what 
care was taken, that that which was then done might not have 
the effect, no nor the shew, no nor so much as the shadow of a 
tax ; and that it was so far from breeding or bringing in any ill 
precedent or example, as contrariwise it is a corrective that 
doth correct and allay the harshness and danger of former exam- 
ples. 

The first is, that what was done was done immediately after 
such a parliament as made general profession to give, and was 
interrupted by accident : so as you may truly and justly esteem 
it, ianquam posthuma proles parliamenti, as an after-child of the 
parliament, and in pursuit (in some small measure) of the firm 
intent of a parliament past. You may take it also, if you will. 
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as an advance or provisional help until a future parliament ; or 
as a gratification simply^ without any relation to a parliament ; 
you can no ways take it amiss. 

The second is^ that it wrought upon example^ as a thing not 
devised^ or projected^ or required^ no nor so much as recom- 
mended^ until many that were never moved nor dealt with, ex 
fnero molu, had freely and frankly sent in their presents. So 
that the letters were rather like letters of news, what was done 
at London, than otherwise : and we know exempla ducunt, non 
trahutU .• examples, they do but lead, they do not draw nor 
drive. 

The third is, that it was not done by commission under the 
great seal ; a thing warranted by a.multitude of precedents, both 
ancient, and of late time, as you shall hear anon, and no doubt 
warranted by law, so that the commissions be of that stile and 
tenour, as that they be to move and not to levy : but this was 
done by letters of the Council, and no higher hand or form. 

The fourth is, that these letters had no manner of shew of 
any binding act of state : for they contain not any special frame 
of direction how the business should be managed; but were 
written as upon trust, leaving the matter wholly to the industry 
and confidence of those in the country ; so that it was an absque 
compoto ; such a form of letter as no man could fitly be called to 
account upon. 

The fifth and last point is, that the whole carriage of the bu- 
siness had no circumstance compulsory. There was no propor- 
tion or rate set down, not so much as by way of a wish ; there 
was no menace of any that should deny ; no reproof of any that 
did deny ; no certifying of the names of any that had denied. 
Indeed, if men could not content themselves to deny, but that 
they must censure and inveigh, nor to excuse themselves, but 
they must accuse the state, that is another case. But I say, for 
denying no man was apprehended, no nor noted. So that I 
verily think, that there is none so subtle a disputer in the con- 
troversy of liberum arbilrium, that can with all his distinctions 
fasten or carp upon the act, but that there was free-will in it. 

I conclude therefore (my Lords) that this was a true and pure 
Benevolence ; not an imposition called a benevolence, which the 
statute speaks of; as you shall hear by one of my fellows, 
There is a great difference, I tell you, (though Pilate would not 
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see it) between Rex JueUBorum and se dicens Regem Judaorum. 
And there is a great difference between a benevolence and an 
exaction called a benevolence ; which the duke of Buckingham 
speaks of in his oration to the city ; and defineth it to be not 
what the subject of his good-will would give^ but what the King 
of his good- will would take. But this^ I say^ was a benevolence 
wherein every man had a prince's prei^gative, a negative voice ; 
and this word, excuse moy, was a plea peremptory. And there- 
fore T do wonder how Mr. I. S. could foul or trouble so clear a 
fountain ; certainly it was but his own bitterness and unsound 
humours. 

Now to the particular charge. Amongst other countries^ 
these letters of the Lords came to the justices of D — shire, who 
signified the contents thereof, and gave directions and appoint- 
ments for meetings concerning the business to several towns 
and places within that county : and amongst the rest, notice 
was given unto the town of A. The mayor of A conceiving that 
this Mr. I. S. (being a principal person, and a dweller in that 
town) was a man likely to give both money and good example, 
dealt with him to know his mind. He, intending (as it seems) 
to play prizes, would give no answer to the mayor in private, but 
would take time. The next day then being an appointment of 
the justices to meet, he takes occasion or pretends occasion to 
be absent, because he would bring his papers upon the stage : 
and thereupon takes pen in hand, and instead of excusing him- 
self, sets down and contriveth a seditious and libellous accusation 
against the King and State, which your Lordships shall now 
hear, and sends it to the mayor : and withal, because the feather 
of his quill might fiy abroad, he gives euthority to the mayor to 
impart it to the justices, if he so thought good. And now, my 
Lords, because I will not mistake or mis-repeat, you shall hear 
the seditious libel in the proper terms and words thereof. 
[Here the papers were read.] 

My Lords, I know this paper offends your ears much, and 
the ears of any good subject ; and sorry I am that the times 
should produce offences of this nature : but since they do, I 
would be more sorry they should be passed without severe pu- 
nishment : Non tradite factum (as the verse says, altered a little,) 
aut si tradatis facti qvoque tradite pcenatn. If any man have a 



1616.] CHARGE AGAINST OLIVER ST. JOHN. 141 

mind to discourse of the fact, let him likewise discourse of the 
punishment of the fact. 

In this writing (my Lords) there appears a monster with four 
heads^ of the progeny of him that is the father of lyes^ and takes 
his name from slander. 

The first is a wicked and seditious slander, or (if I shall use 
the Scripture phrase) a blaspheming, of the King himself; set- 
ting him forth for a Prince perjured in the great and solemn oath 
of his coronation, which is as it were the knot of the diadem ; 
a Prince that should be a violator and infiinger of the liberties, 
laws, and customs of the kingdom ; a mark for an Henry the 
Fourth ; a match for a Richard the Second. 

The second is a slander and falsification and wresting of the 
law of the land, gross and palpable : it is truly said by a civilian, 
Tortura legum pessima, the torture of laws is worse than the tor- 
ture of men. 

The third is a slander and false charge of the parliament, 
that they had denied to give to the King ; a point of notorious 
untruth. 

And the last is a slander and taunting of an infinite number 
of the King^s loving subjects, that have given towards this bene- 
volence and free contribution ; charging them as accessary and 
co-adjutors to the King^s perjury. Nay, you leave us not there, 
but you take upon you a pontifical habit, and couple your slan- 
der with a curse ; but thanks be to God, we have learned suffi- 
ciently out of the Scripture, that as the bird flies away, so ilte 
causeless curse shall not come. 

For the first of these, which concerns the King, I have taken 
to myself the opening and aggravation thereof; the other three 
I have distributed to my fellows. 

My Lords, I cannot but enter into this part with some wonder 
and astonishment, how it should come into the heart of a subject 
of England to vapour forth such a wicked and venomous slander 
against the King, whose goodness and grace is comparable (if 
not incomparable) unto any of the Kings his progenitors. This 
therefore gives me a just and necessary occasion to do two 
things. The one, to make some representation of his Majesty, 
such as truly he is found to be in his government, which Mr. L 
S. chargeth with violation of laws and liberties : The other, to 
search' and open the depth of Mr. I. S. his ofience. Both which 
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I will do briefly ; because the one I cannot express saflSciently^ 
and the other I will not press too far. 

My Lords^ I mean to make no pan^yric or laudative ; the 
King delights not in it^ neither am I fit for it : but if it were but 
a councillor or nobleman^ whose name had suffered^ and were to 
receive some kind of reparation in this High Courts I would do 
him that duty as not to pass his merits and just attributes (espe* 
cially such as are limited with the present case) in silence : for 
it is fit to bum incense where evil odours have been cast and 
rai^. Is it so that King James shall be said to be a violator 
of the liberties^ la ws^ and customs of his kingdoms ? Or is he 
not rather a noble and constant protector and conservator of 
them all? I conceive this consisteth in maintaining Religion 
And the true Church : in maintaining the Laws of the kingdom^ 
which is the subject's birth-right ; in temperate use of the Pre- 
rc^ative ; in due and free administration of Justice ; and con- 
servation of the peace of the land. 

For ReUgioUy we must ever acknowledge in the first place, 
that we have a King that is the principal conservator of true re- 
ligion through the Christian world. He hath maintained it not 
only with sceptre and sword^ but likewise by his pen^ wherein 
also he is potent. 

He hath awaked and re-authorized the whole party of the re- 
formed religion throughout Europe; which through the inso- 
lency and divers artifices and inchantments of the adverse part^ 
was grown a little dull and dejected. He hath summoned the 
fraternity of Kings to enfranchise themselves from the usurpa- 
tion of the See of Rome. He hath made himself a mark of con- 
tradiction for it. 

Neither can I omit^ when I speak of Religion, to remember 
that excellent act of his Majesty^ which though it were done in 
a foreign country, yet the Church of God is one, and the conta- 
gion of these things will soon pass seas and lands : I mean, in 
his constant and holy proceeding against the heretic Vorstius, 
whom (being ready to enter into the chair, and there to have 
authorized one of the most pestilent and heathenish heresies that 
ever was begun) his Majesty by his constant opposition dis- 
mounted and pulled down. And I am persuaded there sits in 
this court one whom God doth the rather bless for being his 
Majesty's instrument in that service. 
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I cannot remember Religion and the Churchy but I must 
think of the seed-plots of the same^ which are the Universities. 
His Majesty^ as for learning amongst Kings he is incomparable 
in his person ; so likewise hath he been in his government a be« 
nign or benevolent planet towards learning : by whose influence 
those nurseries and gardens of learning (the Universities) were 
never more in flower nor fruit. 

For the maintaining of the Laws^ which is the hedge and 
fence about the liberty of the subject^ I may truly affirm it was 
never in better repair. He doth concur with the votes of the 
nobles ; Nolumus leges AnglitB mutare. He is an enemy of in- 
novation. Neithei' doth the universality of his own knowledge 
carry him to neglect or pass over the very forms of the laws of 
the land. Neither was there ever King (I am persuaded) that 
did consult so oft with his Judges, as my Lords that sit here 
know well. The Judges are a kind of council of the King's by 
oath and ancient institution; but he useth them so indeed. 
He confers regularly with them upon their returns from their 
visitations and circuits. He gives them liberty, both to inform 
him, and to debate matters with him ; and in the fall and con- 
clusion commonly relieth on their opinions. 

As for the use of the Prerogative, it runs within the ancient 
channels and banks : some things that were conceived to be in 
some proclamations, commissions, and patents, as overflows, have 
been by his wisdom and care reduced ; whereby, no doubt, the 
main channel of his prerogative is so much the stronger. For 
evermore overflows do hurt the channel. 

As for administration of Justice between party and party, I 
pray observe these points. There is no news of great seal or 
signet that flies abroad for countenance or delay of causes. Pro- 
tections rarely granted, and only upon great ground, or by con- 
sent. My Lords here of the Council and the King himself 
meddle not (as hath been used in former times) with matters of 
meum and tuum, except they have apparent mixture with matters 
of estate, but leave them to the King's Courts of Law or Equity. 
And for mercy and grace (without which there is no standing 
before justice) we see the King now hath reigned twelve years 
in his white robe, without almost any aspersion of the crimson 
dye of blood. There sits my lord Hobart, that served Attorney 
seven years. I served with him. We were so happy, as there 
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passed not through our hands any one arraignment for treason ; 
and but one for any capital offence ; which was that of the Lord 
Sanquhar ; the noblest piece of justice (one of them) that ever 
came forth in any King's times. 

As for the Penal Laws, which lie as snares upon the subjects, 
and which were as a nemo sett to King Henry VII ; it yields a 
revenue that will scarce pay for the parchment of the King's re« 
cords at Westminster. 

And lastly for Peace, we see manifestly his Majesty bears 
some resemblance of that great name, a Prince of peace ; he 
hath preserved his subjects during his reign in peace, both 
within and without. For the peace with states abroad, we have 
it %L$que ad satietatem: and for peace in the lawyers phrase, 
which count trespasses, and forces, and riots, to be contra pacem, 
let me give your Lordships this token or taste, that this Court, 
where they should appear, had never less to do. And certainly 
there is no better sign of omnia bene, than when this Court is in 
a still. 

But (my Lords) this is a sea of matter : and therefore I must 
give it over, and conclude, that there was never King reigned in 
this nation that did better keep covenant in preserving the liber- 
ties and procuring the good of his people : so that I must needs 
say for the subjects of England, 

OfortunAtos nimium sua si bona ndrini ; 

as no doubt they do both know and acknowledge it ; whatsoever a 
few turbulent discoursers may, through the lenity of the time, 
take boldness to speak. 

And as for this particular touching the Benevolence, wherein 
Mr. I. S. doth assign this breach of covenant, I leave it to others 
to tell you what the King may do, or what other Kings have 
done; but I have told you what our King and my Lords have 
done : which, I say and say again, is so far from introducing a 
new precedent, as it doth rather correct, and mollify, and qualify 
former precedents. 

Now (Mr. I. S.) let me tell you your fault in few words : for 
that I am persuaded you see it already, though I woo no man's 
repentance ; but I shall, as much as in me is, cherish it where I 
find it. Your offence hath three parts knit together : 
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Your slander^ 
Your menace^ and 
Your comparison. 

For your slander^ it is no less than that the King is perjured 
in his coronation oath. No greater offence than perjury; no 
greater oath than that of a coronation. I leave it; it is too 
great to aggravate. 

Your menace^ that if there were a BuUingbroke^ or I cannot 
tell what, there were matter for him, is a very seditious passage. 
You know well, that howsoever Henry the Fourth's act by a 
secret providence of God prevailed, yet it was but an usurpation; 
and if it were possible for such a one to be this day (wherewith 
it seems your dreams are troubled) I do not doubt his end would 
be upon the block ; and that he would sooner have the ravens sit 
upon his head at London bridge, than the crown at Westmin- 
ster. And it is not your interlacing of your " God forbid,** that 
will salve these seditious speeches : neither could it be a fore- 
warning, because the matter was past and not revocable ; but a 
very stirring up and incensing of the people. If I should say to 
you (for example) " If these times were like some former times, 
of King Henry VIII. or some other times, which God forbid, 
Mr. I. S. it would cost you your life ;** I am sure you would not 
think this to be a gentle warning, but rather that I incensed the 
court against you. 

And for your comparison with Richard II. I see you follow 
the example of them that brought him upon the stage and into 
print in Queen Elizabeth's time ; a most prudent and admirable 
Queen. But let me intreat you, that when you will speak of Queen 
Elizabeth or King James, you would compare them to King 
Henry VII. or King Edward I. or some other parallels to which 
they are like. And this I would wish both you and all to take 
heed of, how you speak seditious matter in parables, or by tropes 
or examples. There is a thing in an indictment called an inu- 
endo; you must beware how you beckon or make signs upon 
the King in a dangerous sense. But I will contain myself and 
press this no further : I may hold you for turbulent or presump- 
tuous ; but I hope you are not disloyal : you are graciously and 
mercifully dealt with. And therefore having now opened to my 
Lords, and (as I think) to your own heart and conscience, the 

VOL. v. L 
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principal part of your offence, which concerns the King, I leave 
the rest, which concerns the law, parliament, and the subjects 
that have given, to Mr. Serjeants and Mr. Solicitor. 

The other speeches are not preserved. Bat with regard to Coke's 
we shall meet further on with a piece of additional information, 
which is important ; both as explaining Bacon's wish that he had 
delivered the law for the Benevolence timeljf as well as strongly, and 
also as settling the question of law as it was then understood. From 
a list of " innovations" which Coke was charged not long after with 
introducing into the laws and government, it appears that when the 
question of the Benevolence was first stirred he had maintained 
" that it was not lawful either to levy it or to move for it :" and " in 
this" (Bacon adds) " he prevailed, and gave opinion that the King 
by his great seal could not so much as move any his subjects for be- 
nevolence. But thii he retracted after in the Star Chamber ; but it 
marred the Benevolence in the mean time." If Coke retracted in 
the Star Chamber an opinion to which he had committed himself at 
the Council table, we may be sure that it had been a hasty one, 
which he could not defend. Yet it is easy to believe that the rumour 
of it had in the meantime encouraged opposition and obstruction ; 
and it was the more important that it should be contradicted pub- 
licly and on a conspicuous occasion. It seems that he had taken an 
opportunity some months before to disown the opinion that the pro- 
ceedings of the Council were unlawful ; for shortly after St. John 
had delivered himself of this protest, when some of the counties to 
which the first letters had been sent replied (in the same sense 
though in a less offensive manner) by appeids to the act of BIchard 
III. against Benevolences and fears that they would be establishing 
a dangerous precedent, some of the Justices from those counties 
were summoned before the Council to hear the law expounded ; and 
Coke himself explained to them (November 1614) that the statute 
of Eichard III. did not apply, and that the Council " had done no- 
thing contrary to the laws of the realm." ^ But this was in private 
audience ; and though the corrected Justices would no doubt spread 
the news abroad in their several neighbourhoods, the delivery of the 
same opinion publicly in the Star Chamber (then a tribunal much 
respected) would have a wider effect and make a deeper impression. 
That the object of the proceeding in this as in the case of William 
Talbot was not to punish the man but to make an impression upon 
opinion by a judicial sentence accompanied with authoritative de- 
claration, may be gathered from the conclusion of Bacon's speech ; 
> Gardiner, iL p. 174 ; Lansd. MSS. 160, f. 118. 
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which is evidently intended to prepare for the submission which fol- 
lowed. A fine of £5000 with imprisonment daring the King's 
pleasure would have been a heavy punishment if it had been exacted 
to the uttermost ; but the penalties of the Star Chamber in James*s 
time were seldom enforced against delinquents who acknowledged 
their fault. St. John made a full acknowledgment in the Star 
Chamber on the 14th of June,^ and was probably released from pri- 
son at that time or soon after. His submission (which is more, I 
think, than the formal submission commonly exacted, or supposed to 
be exacted, as a condition of the remission of punishment, and which 
is evidently his own composition) has been by somebody's care pre- 
served ; and as I promised to lay before the reader all that is known 
about the man, — and whatever be the value of it otherwise it is an 
important fact in his life, — here it is. 

Eight Honorable Lords, most grave Judges, worthy Gentlemen and 
dear Countrymen all, I am hither come by sentence and decree of this 
high and honourable Court, to make public confession of that wicked and 
wretched offence in the same most honourable Court the first sitting day 
of the last term heard, and by a bench of my honourable Judges censured 
and condemned, for reproachful and blasphemous against the majesty of 
our most gracious King, injurious and slanderous against the lower House 
of Parliament, seditious and slanderous against the common peace of this 
noble and blessed nation. So it is a threefold sin, a sin wounding those 
three things, which of all others ought not to be touched (next imder the 
majesty of the Almighty God) but by all means to be reverenced. Yea 
the prophet David is bold^ to say PsiJ. 89 : 51 : That he thiU blasphemeth 
the King blasphemeth also (therein) even the God qf Heaven himself » His 
words are Thine enemies have reproached thee O Lord, because they have 
reproached thejhotsteps qf thine anointed, Now it is not unknown to you 
all (I am sure) how heavy punishments Almighty God in his most holy 
laws hath inflicted upon that foul and audacious sin : Levitt : 24 : even 
death itself. As therefore I should show my heart more hard than flint if 
I should not willingly earnestly and religiously both acknowledge and re- 
pent so great an iniquity, so should I show myself too shamefiilly ingrate- 
ful if I should not in all thankfulness here take up occasion to remember 
both the singular wisdom and holy discretion of those my most honourable 
Judges and oensurers in this sanative part of their sentence, providing as 
well for the recovery of me the miserable delinquent as the preservation 
of such amongst yourselves and others, as might otherways have fallen, 
or at least dangerously stumbled, at that my scandal and block of offence ; 
as also their great clemency and mercy in the other part vindicative, ren- 
dering (as justice and policy requireth) unto the transgressor the recom- 
pense of his transgression ; yet with lenity (I must needs confess) more* 
than myself (afler the sight of my fault) did expect. For no sooner did I 
> Camden. ^ j^^ , m g. s ^y . MS. 

L 2 



148 LBTTEBS AND UEE OF FRANCIS BACON. [Chap. V. 

hear laid * open by tboee very learned and worthy gentlemen his Majesty^s 
Coonsel learned in the laws, the dangers and mischiefs which might have 
ensued upon my rash and unadvised writing, and saw the Lords' appre- 
hension thereof, but I had some beginning and feeling of remorse of my 
great offence, and now upon a more serious consideration of the same, I 
do in all humility prostrate myself (as duty bindeth) first at the feet of his 
most excellent Majesty, and secondly before these right honourable Lords 
and most grave sages, with all humble thankfulness and due acknowledg- 
ment of their great clemency towards me. 

And I do now for Airther declaration of my penitency and sorrowful 
heart address myself unto my brethren and countrymen in general ; for 
whose sakes I suppose this my public confession and acknowledgment was 
by their Lordships* wisdoms ordained as a preservative or antidote, against 
the poisonful humour and perilous contagion wherewith over many of us 
(the more is the pity) are infected and sorely corrupted, over busily pry- 
ing into and enquiring after the doings of the higher powers ; yea so far 
as that we leave not their thoughts and purposes many times unsifted and 
examined, forgetting that we are taught by the Preacher (Eccle : 8. ver. 
2, 3, 4) in these words : I advertise thee to take heed to tkj^ motUh qf tike 
King arid to the word qf the oath qf God : Hasten not to go forth qf hie 
sight, stand not in an evil thing, for he will do whatsoever pleaseth him . 

Where the words qf the King is^ there is power, and who shall say unto 
him what doest thou f 

And Pro : 25. 3 : That no man can sound the heart qfthe King, 

Pro. 27. 8 : That a man wandering from his own place is as a bird wander^ 
ing from her nest. 

And lastly. Pro. 16. 14. and 20. 2 : 7%at the wrath of the King is as mes- 
sengers of death, and he that provoketh him unto anger sinneth against his 
own soul. 

Qood friends and brethren, had we wit in time of liberty and prosperity 
to consider these things duly, we should every man lie closer to his own 
vocation, and not so much busy ourselves as we do with things too high 
for us. 

If ever nation had cause to repose itself and rejoice in their King (my^ 
beloved countrymen) we of happy England have cause to clap our hands, 
to leap, to dance, and to lift up our voices in thanksgiving imto our loving 
God, who in a season so perilous hath raised up unto us such a David, to 
feed his people in Jacob and his inheritance in Israel ; to feed them in the 
simplicity of his heart and to guide them by the discretion of his hands, 
to settle peace witbin their borders, and to satisfy them with tke flower 
of wheat, and which is above all, to show unto his Jacob (amongst us) the 
doctrine of his holy word, and his statutes and judgments to his people 
Israel. He hath not dealt so with every nation ; no not near us ; though 
(blessed be our Gk>d therefore) it is verily to be thought that most people 
christened receive warmth from his Majesty's fire, and vigour from his 
virtue. 

^ here lag :M8, ^ thie: US. ^ wee : US. 
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Blessed art thou O land (saith the preacher) 10 yer. 17. when thy King 
is the son of nobles, and thy Princes eat in time for strength and not for 
drunkenness. Had ever nation a King more nobly descended P We all 
know him (Gk>d be thanked) not for the son of nobles, but even for the 
top and crown seed of all the royal kings of this flourishing realm, since 
the glorious conquest thereof. Neither then was that most famous con- 
queror a stranger from the blood of the former Kings, but so near unto 
Edward the Confessor, that among other it was no^ reason of his part or 
promise of the Kingdom after his decease whereupon the Eoyal Con- 
queror took the occasion of his inrasion and happy conquest. 

And for the other point or note of Blessedness (his diet) whereto if you 
will add also his apparel and whatsocTcr other outward gloriation or 
bodily ostentation that most mastereth and overswayeth the might of 
the earth, all men see it to be of that moderation and seemly mean, free 
from all excess, as not only ought to stir up the whole land to an answer- 
able imitation thereof, but doth also as it were in plain English terms (if 
we had wit and grace to understand the same) deliyer unto you this 
worthy doctrine, that it is a shame for a wise man haying a soul to seek 
praise and glory from the body. But his excellencies and graces I may 
not take upon me to recount. I know my tongue cannot speak them,, my 
pen cannot set them down. Besides it is not the work I am appointed 
unto. Yet having so highly offended the Majesty of my so gracious a King 
in laying before you occasion of withdrawing your dutifrd affections and 
affectionate obedience, my soul longeth somewhat to do or say, whereby 
(at least) 1 may do my poor endeavour to right so odious a wrong. And 
I hope this honourable Court will tolerate the same and your selves not 
unwillingly give ear thereunto. 

If it were not for these causes I would unto some of you open, unto 
others call to your minds, an argument of such true and natural love in 
his most excellent Majesty to this our realm, long ere he wore the diadem 
thereof, as would make you all to say he were a beast and no Englishman, 
that, knowing it, would evej be backward in remunerating so great a love 
with all reciprocal affection and respect. It is the action of 1588 wherein 
most of you know, the rest have heard, how mischievous the Pope and 
Spaniard were bent to our destruction, what preparations to slay, what 
whips and instruments to torment the unslain, what strength by home 
Papists they were sure of, how able to draw into their association other 
forces in abundance, how fit the neighbourhood of our own King was then 
to have made the enterprise unresistable, and then judge with yourselves 
if ever there were shewed a more sure testimony of true natural and 
fatherly love upon the earth. I may not dilate upon the forcible circum- 
stances belonging ; yet are ihej worthy your further enquiry after them, 
only I will show unto you that he not only refused to join with them, but 
(denying them all aid) would not so much as permit them succour upon 
his coasts. And not that alone, but he presently put forth such a divine 
and holy exposition upon part of the 12th of Bevelations in support and 

1 noe: MS. 



150 LETTBBS AND LIFE OF FRANCIS BACON. [Chap. V. 

honour of our then Qaeen and the Gotpel of Truth, which she maintained, 
and for defining the enemies thereof, as required not only great learning 
and familiarity in the holy Scripture generally, but even much study and 
frequent meditation in that particular subject. Salomon would say. 
Surely this U the natural father. 

Now to the second part of my offence (as I understood that the diyi- 
sion): it is the slandering of the lower house of Parliament, a detestable 
sin, will you say, being one of the three estates of this noble land. Be- 
loved I must needs say, and yet cannot deny, but the plain grammatical 
construction of mine own words will directly convince me thereof; and 
myself cannot but thin]c the excuses wherewith I may comfort myself in 
my own conceipt altogether frivolous and idle, here to be spoke of. There- 
fore my very heart (dear brethren) groaneth, and my bowels yearn within 
me, to think that I should by either tongue or pen affirm so great an un- 
truth against so high and honourable a Court, one of the three estates of 
this realm, of that antiquity authority and necessity as (convinced by the 
truth) I do acknowledge it to be true. Beloved brethren, the apostle James 
biddeth that we should acknowledge our fiiults one to another ; and why? 
^at we may be healed. The apostle John sayeth If we acknowledge our 
eins Ood is faUl^ and juet to forgive ue our sine. And Salomon, Pro : 
28, telleth us that he that hideth his sins shall not prosper : But he that 
eoitfesseth and fbrsaheth them shall have mercy. According to all which 
holy David after his adultery and murder (reproved by the prophet Na- 
than) confesseth I have sinned: and the prophet straight pronounceth the 
Lord also hath put a^oag thy sin. 

That therefore my confession may be more plain, and the very parti- 
cular thereof the better known unto every man. This it is, dear country- 
men. I do in that my writing, here censured as above said, affirm- that the 
Parliament (meaning the last assembled) did deny to give subsidy to aid 
the King ; which (as Mr. Attorney and others of the learned Counsjel made 
very clear, yea and the Lords with all the rest of the Judges constantly 
maintained) was most false and untrue. Yea I do not only acknowledge 
the untruth of that my assertion, but further freely and with the more 
grief I confess that having spoken with many of that house, I never spoke 
with any of them but he did very earnestly protest that for himself and so 
many others of them as he knew, they were all minded to have yielded a 
very large and ample supply, had the session continued. So that you see 
by my confession, my error was not only the affirming an untruth barely, 
but (which increaseth the transgression) even a known untruth : the Lord 
shew mercy to mine infirmity, and hold from me the rod belonging to the 
back of such a fool. 

The third part of my offence (good countrymen and friends) is sedition 
and disturbance of the common peace, which my rash and wretched writing 
might have wrought, by alienating the hearts of the King's subjects from 
their due allegiance and dutifVd obedience, to the King our liege Lord and 
sovereign, next under God, to be loved, feared, honoured and obeyed, and 
that not for fear only but for very conscience sake. 
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Trae it is, brethren, this moat hare been through your great default also 
in taking, as well as mine in giving, the scandal and cause of offence. But 
alas your condemnation is no discharge to me : my sin had still lien at 
my own door. David called the water which his men fetched with peril 
of their lives the blood of their lives, though not one drop of blood was 
shed in that enterprise. So irksome was it to him to think that through 
bis words any man might have been hazarded. By God's law not only 
he that threw down another or caused his fall was guilty of blood, but he 
that prevented not (what in him was) the danger which otherways might 
have befallen, as the house not made with battlements was guilty of blood 
if any man happened to fall thence. Alas good brethren, if in this my 
indiscreet building and work I had not let fall these forenamed^ stumbling* 
blocks, yet see my rashness and forgetfulness to provide for the safety 
and preservation of such my brethren as are weak and apt to stumble, 
were cause enough to reprehend me of sin against you, if any such weak 
be amongst you. And alas, alas, what steadfastness is there in any man P 
Therefore leaving to show fiirther my sin against you, in the scandals and 
offences cast by me in the quiet and dutiful ways of your obedience, and 
holding myself more indebted unto you even in this sin of improvision and 
negligence than that my very life may well recompence, I beseech you 
all to pardon, and of your prayers also, for saith St. James The prater of 
the righteous availeth much, if it he fervent, 

Qtod save the King.' 

It was upon this submission, I presume, that St. John was set at 
liberty without being called upon to pay the .fine. The date of his 
release is uncertain, except that it was while Ellesmere was Lord 
Chancellor, which implies that it was before March, 1616-7. But 
the sentence remaining on record, he afterwards petitioned the King 
that he would '^ further be graciously pleased to show his most ad- 
mirable goodness and mercy (if it might stand with due order of 
State policy) in commanding a removal or deleator of the whole re- 
cord thereof; that so great an ignominy remain not on the name of 
him who having been now received your Majesty's sworn servant, is 
still resolved,"* etc. And on the 21st of October, 1618, the fine was 
formally remitted.* Large extracts from this petition may be seen 
in Mr. Dixon's * Personal History of Lord Bacon.' But as I do not 
think that those who have read his * Submission ' will obtain any 
fresh light from it as to the nature of the man, I content myself with 
the reference. From a comparison of the three — the letter, the sub- 
mission, and the petition — ^which form the opera omnia of black 

* forenaming in MS. 

3 Hnrl. MSB. 6864, f. 112. Docketed " Mr. St. John's submission," 
« Dixon's * Personal History of Lord Baoon,' p. 189. 

* Ghtrdiner, ii. p. 177. 
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Olirer St. John, I should myself infer that he was a well meaning 
man who had too high an opinion of his literarj powers. 



8. 

How far copies of speeches made in the days when there was no 
reporting can he trusted as representing what was actually spoken, 
ia a difficult and probably an unanswerable question. In this case 
we see from Bacon's letter to the King that the report was made by 
himself from memory, and that it was intended to be as true a report 
as his memory could supply. We see also by comparing his speeches 
in the House of Commons, as written out by himself, with the notes 
in the Journals, that they were the speeches really deliyered, — 
though no doubt revised and corrected ; and in some cases perhaps, 
when he wished to make some further use of them, enlarged. How 
much liberty he allowed himself in that way, the Journals do not 
give us the means of judging, — being themselves so fragmentary, that 
the absence in them of all traces even of the most important and 
striking passage would not justify us in presuming tbnt it had not 
been contained in the speech. But I am able to produce one au- 
thentic instance of revision and correction by himself of his own 
report of a speech of his own, which shows how much pains he could 
sometimes take in that way; though it leaves the question still 
doubtful whether his object was to make it a truer report of what he 
did say, or to say it in better fashion. 

Of the speech which by right of date comes next — the charge 
against Owen — there are two manuscript copies at Lambeth, much 
varying the one from the other. Both are in the handwriting of men 
commonly employed by Bacon as scribes : both bear marks of cor- 
rection by himself: both are incomplete. They appear to have been 
overlooked, or looked at carelessly, by Tenison and Birch ; probably 
because they were presumed to contain only old matter ; the Charge 
having been printed by Eawley in the Besuscitatio. A little exami- 
nation however would have shown that Eawley's copy had been taken 
from a different manuscript, representing the less perfect of the two 
without the latest corrections ; and that the other is a fair copy of 
an enlarged and improved version of it ; a version so much fuller and 
in so many ways altered, that (since the variations could scarcely be 
represented intelligibly in footnotes, and yet as a piece of literary 
work are worth studying) I have thought it best to print the whole 
of both. That both are fragments is easily seen ; for the subject 
being carefully laid out in five parts, only three of them are handled. 
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How it came to pass that, after so much pains taken to make it so 
far perfect, it was left unfinished, is a question which cannot be an- 
swered with any confidence ; though several causes may be imagined. 
That which seems to me most probable is that immediately after the 
trial, when Owen had been convicted of High Treason, and it was 
yet doubtful whether the sentence would be carried into execution, 
Bacon thought it important to have ready for circulation among the 
people some exposition of the case by way of justifying the severity : 
for which purpose a full report of his own speech in court (which 
had precisely the same object) would serve as well as anything. 
This may have led him to begin the revision of the rough draft 
(whether it were a note of what he intended to say or a recollection 
of what he had said), perhaps with enlargements and improvements. 
But finding before he had finished it that the King was content with 
the legal sentence and did not mean to have it carried into effect, he 
laid it by, as not wanted. 

For any modem purpose, the history of.it is of little importance. 
If the improvements and enlargements were not struck forth under 
the excitement of oral delivery, but introduced afterwards in the lei- 
sure of literary composition, they are not the less examples of his 
taste and art in oratory, and may probably be taken for specimens of 
his best work in that style ; and the argument, whether or not it 
was delivered in Court with as much advantage in the setting forth, 
is not less the real argument by which the indictment, the verdict, 
and the sentence were induced and justified. 

The loss of the remainder of the speech leaves us in some doubt 
as to the nature of the act of which Owen was accused; for though 
we know the words laid to his charge (and there was no doubt as to 
the fact), we are not informed of the circumstances in which they 
were written or spoken ; or whether it was with any particular ill 
intention. In his fourth place, Bacon undertook to prove that his 
case in this respect was particularly inexcusable ; and I suppose he 
did prove it to the satisfaction of the Judges of the Court of King's 
Bench. But as the record of the proof is lost, we that sit as Judges 
in the Court of Posterity are bound to leave the benefit of that 
doubt to the prisoner. 

The speech was spoken on the I7th of May 1615.^ 

1 Chamberlain to Oarleton, 20 May 1615. 
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The charge op Owen, indicted op High Treason, in the 
King's Bench, by Sir Francis Bacon, his Majesty's 
Attorney-General.^ 

The treason wherewith this man stands charged, is for the 
kind and nature of it ancient, as ancient as there is any law of 
England, but in the particular late and upstart, and again in the 
manner and boldness of it new and almost unheard of till this 
man. Of what mind he is now I know not, but I take him as 
he was, and as he stands charged. For high treason (I tell you) 
is not written in ice ; that when the body relenteth, the impres- 
sion goeth away. 

In this cause the evidence itself will spend little time : time 
therefore will be best spent in opening fully the nature of this 
treason, with the circumstances thereof; because the example is 
more than the man. 

I think good therefore by way of inducement and declaration 
in this cause to open unto the court, jury, and hearers^ five 
things. 

The first is the clemency of the King ; because it is news, and 
a kind of rarity, to have a proceeding in this place upon treason : 
and perhaps it may be marvelled by some, why after so long an 
intermission it should light upon this fellow ; being a person 
but contemptible, a kind of venomous fly, and a hang-by of the 
seminaries. 

The second is, the nature of this treason, as concerning the 
fact ; which of all kinds of compassing the King's death, I hold 
to be the most perilous, and as much differing from other con- 
spiracies, as the lifting up of a thousand hands against the King, 
like the giant Briareus, differs from lifting up one or a few 
hands. 

The third point that I will speak unto is the doctrine or 
opinion, which is the ground of this treason ; wherein I will not 
argue or speak like a divine or scholar, (as a scholar I know the 
disadvantage), but as a man bred in a civil life : and to speak 
plainly, I hold the opinion to be such that deserveth rather de- 
testation than contestation. 

The fourth point is the degree of this man's offence, which is 

1 Gibson Papers, vol. viii. no. 14. Bough draft, written apparently from dic- 
tation, largely corrected and interlined in Bacon's own hand. 
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more presumptuous thau I have known any other to have fallen 
into in this kind^ and hath a greater overflow of malice and 
treason. 

And fifthly, I will remove somewhat that may seem to qualify 
and extenuate this man's offence, in that he hath not affirmed 
simply that it is lawful to kill the King, but conditionally that 
if the King be excommunicate, it is lawful to kUl him : which 
maketh Uttle difference either in law or peril. 

For the King's clemency, I have said it of late upon a just 
occasion,^ and I still speak it with comfort : I have now served 
his Majesty solicitor and attorney eight years and better; yet 
this is the first time that ever I gave in evidence against a traitor 
at this bar or any other. There hath not wanted matter in that 
party of the subjects whence this kind of offence floweth (I mean 
the papists) to irritate the King : he hath been irritated by the 
powder treason, which might have turned judgment into fury. 
He hath been irritated by wicked and monstrous libels; irri- 
tated by a general insolency and presumption in the Papists 
throughout the land ; and yet I see his Majesty keepeth Caesar's 
rule : Nil malo, quam eos esse similes sui, et me mei. He leaveth 
them to be like themselves ; and he remaineth like himself, and 
striveth to overcome evil with goodness. A strange thing, 
bloody opinions, bloody doctrines, bloody examples, and yet the 
government still unstained with blood. 

As for this Owen that is brought in question, though his per- 
son be in his condition contemptible ; yet we see by miserable 
examples, that these wretches which are but the scum of the 
earth, have been able to stir earthquakes by murdering of 
princes ; and if it were in case of contagion, as this is a conta- 
gion of the heart and soul, a rascal may bring in a plague into 
the city as well as a great man : so it is Hot the person, but the 
matter that is to be considered. 

For the treason itself, which is the second point, my desire is 
to open it in the depth thereof, if it were possible ; but it is bot- 
tomless. I said in the beginning, that this treason in the nature 
of it was old. It is not of the treasons whereof it may be said, 
from the beginning it was not so. You are indicted, Owen, not 
upon any statute made against the Pope's supremacy, or other 
matters that have reference to religion ; but merely upon that 

^ In the charge againBt St. John, p. 148. 
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law which was bom with the kingdom, and was law even in su- 
perstitious times when the Pope was received. The compassing 
and imagining the King's death was treason. The statute of 
25 Edw. III. which was but declaratory, begins with this article 
as the capital of capitals in treason. Of all treasons the conspi- 
racy against the King's person is the most odious and the most 
perilous : and so the civil law saith, Conjurationes omnium pro- 
ditionum odiosissima et pemiciosissitna^ Against hostile inva- 
sions and the adherence of subjects to enemies, Kings can arm. 
Rebellions must go over the bodies of many good subjects before 
they can hurt the King : but conspiracies against the persons of 
Kings are like thunder-bolts that strike upon the sudden, not to 
be avoided. Major metus h singulis, saith he, quam ab universis. 
There is no preparation against them: and that preparation 
which may be of guard or custody, is a perpetual misery. And 
therefore they that have written of the privileges of ambassadors 
and of the amplitude of safe-conducts, have ever defined, that if an 
ambassador or a man that cometh in upon the highest safe-con- 
ducts, do practise matter of sedition in a state, yet by the law of 
nations he ought to be remanded ; but if he conspire against the 
life of a prince by violence or poison, he is to be justiced : Quia 
odium est omni privilegio majus. Nay, even amongst enemies, 
and in the most deadly wars, yet nevertheless conspiracy and 
assassinate of princes hath been accounted villainous and exe- 
crable. 

The manners of conspiring and compassing of the King's 
death are many : but it is most apparent that amongst all the 
rest this surmounteth. First, because it is grounded upon a 
motive of religion ; which is a trumpet that inflameth the heart 
and powers of a man to daring and resolution. Secondly, it is 
general ; for when a particular conspiracy is plotted or attempted 
against a King by some one or some few conspirators, it meets 
with a number of impediments. Commonly he that hath the 
head to devise it, hath not the heart to undertake it : and the 
person that is used, sometimes faileth in courage ; sometimes he 
faileth in opportunity ; sometimes he is touched with remorse. 
But to publish and maintain that it may be lawful for any man 
living to attempt the life of a King, this doctrine as a venomous 
sop, as a legion of malign spirits, or an universal temptation, 
doth enter at once into the hearts of all that are any ways pre- 
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pared, or of any predisposition to be traitors ; so that whatsoever 
faileth in any one, is supplied in many. If one man faint, an- 
other will dare ; if one man hath not the opportunity, another 
hath; if one man relent, another will be desperate. And 
thirdly, particular conspiracies have their periods of time, within 
which if they be not taken, they vanish ; but this is endless, and 
importeth perpetuity of springing conspiracies. And so much 
concerning the nature of the fact. 

For the third point, which is the doctrine, that upon an ex- 
communication of the Pope, with sentence of deposing, a King 
by any son of Adam may be slaughtered ; and that it is justice 
and no murder ; and that their subjects are absolved of their 
allegiance, and their realms exposed to spoil and prey : I said 
before, that I would not argue the subtlety of the question : it is 
rather to be spoken to by way of accusation of the opinion as 
impious, than by way of dispute as doubtful. Nay, I say, it de- 
serveth rather some holy war or league amongst all Christian 
princes of either religion for the extirping and rasing of this 
opinion and the authors thereof from the face of the earth, than 
the stile of pen or speech. Therefore in this kind I will speak 
to it a few words, and not otherwise. Nay, I protest, if I were 
a Papist I should say as much : Nay, I should speak it perhaps 
with more indignation and feeling. For this horrible opinion is 
our advantage, and it is their reproach, and will be their ruin. 

This monster of opinion is to be accused of three most evident 
and most miserable effects. 

First, Of the slander it bringeth to the Christian faith, which 
is a plain plantation of irreligion and atheism. 

Secondly, The subversion which it introduceth into all policy 
and government. 

Thirdly, The great calamity it bringeth upon the Papists 
themselves ; of which the more moderate sort, as men misled, are 
to be pitied. 

For the first, if a man doth visit the foul and polluted opinions, 
customs, or practices of heathenism, Mahometanism, and heresy, 
he shall find they do not attain to this height. Take the 
examples of the most damnable memory amongst the Heathen. 
The proscriptions in Rome of Sylla, and afterwards of the Three, 
what were they ? They were but of a finite number of persons, 
and those not many, that were exposed unto any man's sword. 
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But what is that to the proscribing of a King^ and all that shall 
take his part? And what was the reward of a soldier that 
amongst them killed one of the proscribed ? A small piece of 
money. But what is the reward now of one that shall kill a 
King ? The kingdom of heaven. The custom among the Hea- 
then that was most scandalised was^ that sometimes the priest 
sacrificed men ; but yet you shall not read of any priesthood 
that sacrificed Kings. 

The Mahometans make it a part of their religion to propagate 
their sect by the sword ; but yet still by honourable wars, never 
by villanies and secret murders. Nay, I find that the Saracen 
prince, of whom the name of the assassins is derived, which had 
divers votaries at commandment, which he sent and employed 
to the killing of divers princes in the east, by one of whom 
Amurath the first was slain, and Edward the first of England 
was wounded, was put down and rooted out by common consent 
of the Mahometan princes. 

The Anabaptist, it is true, cometh nearest. For they profess 
the pulling down of magistrates: and they can chaunt the psalm, 
To bind their Kings in chains, and their nobles in fetters of iron. 
This is the glory of the saints, much like the temporal authority 
that the Pope challengeth over princes. But then this is the 
difierence, that that is a furious and fanatical folly, and this is a 
sad and solemn mischief: h^imagineth mischief as a law; a law- 
like mischief. 

As for the defence which they do make, it doth aggravate the 
sin, and tumeth it from a cruelty towards man to a blasphemy 
towards Ood. For to say that all this is in ordine ad spirituale, 
and to a good end, and for the salvation of souls, it is directly 
to make God author of evil, and to draw him into the likeness 
of the prince of darkness ; and to say with those that Saint Paul 
speaketh of, Let us do evil that good may come thereof; of whom 
the apostle saith excellently, that their damnation is just. 

For the destroying of government universally, it is most evi- 
dent that it is not the case of protestant princes only, but of 
catholics or papists likewise ; (as the King hath excellently set 
forth.) Nay, it is not the case of princes only for anything that 
I can perceive, but of all subjects and private persons. For 
touching princes, let history be perused, what hath been the 
causes of excommunication ; and namely this tumour of it, (the 
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deposing of Kings); it hath not been for heresy and schism 
alone, but for collation and investitures of bishopricks and be- 
nifices, intruding upon ecclesiastical possessions, violating of any 
ecclesiastical person or liberty. Nay, generally they maintain 
it, that it may be for any sin ; and what King, Papist or Pro- 
testant, is there without sin? so that their difference wherein 
their doctors vary, that some hold that the Pope hath a temporal 
power immediately and precisely, and others but mediately and 
in ordine ad spiriiuale, is but a delusion and an abuse. For all 
Cometh to one. What is there that may not be made spiritual 
by consequence: specially when he that giveth the sentence may 
make the case ? and accordingly hath the miserable experience 
followed. For this murdering of Kings hath been put in prac- 
tice, as well against papist Kings as protestant: save that it 
hath pleased God so to guide it by his admirable providence, as 
the attempts upon papist princes have been executed, and the 
attempts upon protestant princes have failed, except that of the 
Prince of Orange : and not that neither, until such time as he 
had joined too fast with the Duke of Anjou and the papists. As 
for subjects, I see not, nor ever could discern, but that by infal- 
lible consequence it is the case of all subjects and people, as well 
as of Kings ; for it is all one reason, that a bishop, upon an ex- 
communication of a private man, may give his lands and goods 
in spoil, or cause him to be slaughtered, as for the Pope to do it 
towards a King ; and for a bishop to absolve the son from duty 
to the father, as for the Pope to absolve the subject from his 
allegiance to his King. And this is not my inference, but the very 
affirmative of Pope Urban the second, who in a brief to Godfrey, 
bishop of Luca, hath these very words, which cardinal Baronius 
redteth in his Annals, Non illos homicidas arbiiramur, qui adver- 
8U8 excommunicatos zelo catholiccB matris ardenies eorum quos- 
lihet trticidare contigerii, speaking generally of all excommunica^ 
tions. 

Here the rough copy ends abruptly. Between it and the fair and 
full copy which follows, another must have intervened, containing all 
the corrections made in the rough copy, and many more. 
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The Charge of Owen, indicted for High Treason in the 
King's Bench bt Sir Francis Bacon, His Majesty's 
Attorney General.^ 

The treason wherewith this man stands charged is for the kind 
and nature of it ancient, as ancient as there is any law of Eng- 
land, but in the particular late and upstart, and in the manner 
and boldness of it new and almost unheard of till this man. Of 
what mind he is now I know not, but I take him as he was, and 
as he stands charged. For high treason (I tell you) is not writ- 
ten in ice, that when the body melteth and relenteth the impres- 
sion goeth away ; and yet repentance and remorse (if it be cor- 
dial and unfeigned) may make him fit for Ood's mercy or the 
King's. 

The indictment hath been opened to the Jury, and the evi- 
dence itself will spend little time, for the proof is clear and in a 
manner confessed, and therefore time will be best spent in open- 
ing fully the nature and peril of his treason with the circum- 
stances thereof, because the example is more than the man. 

I will therefore by way of inducement or declaration open to 
the Court, Jury, and hearers five things. 

The first is the clemency of the King; because it is news and 
a rare thing in his government to have a proceeding in this place 
upon treason : and it may be marvelled by some why upon so 
long an intermission it should light upon this fellow ; being a 
person but contemptible, a hang-by of the seminaries, a kind of 
venomous fly that one would think should rather buz than sting. 

The second is the nature and danger of this treason as con- 
cerning the fact ; which of all other kinds of compassing the 
King's death I hold to be the most perilous and pernicious ; as 
much difiering from other conspiracies to slaughter the King, as 
the lifting up of thousands of hands against the King, like 

1 Gibson Papers, toI. yiii. no. 15, a yerj fair transcript, the first two (and I 
think the first three) learee of which appear to hare been looked oyer by Bacon 
himself, there being two or three words corrected by his pen. The fourth shows 
no traces of his hand. And tlie fifth has certainly not been corrected by him ; for 
in one place there is a space left blank, for a word which the transcriber could not 
read. It is worth obserying also that the last sheet contains seyeral erasures and 
interlineations, and appears also to contain some errors which are not corrected. 
Also that it is not numbered Uke the others. It may be a question therefore whe- 
ther it was not cancelled, and whether the rest of the manuscript may not be in 
existence somewhere. 
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Briareus the Giant that had so many hands^ diffcrcth from the 
lifting up of one hand or a few hands^ as it is in particular con- 
spiracies. 

The third point that I will speak to is the doctrine or opinion 
which is the ground of this treason ; wherein I will not argue 
nor speak like a divine or scholar (I am scholar enough to know 
the disadvantage)^ but as a man bred in a civil life ; nay I will 
never to give to that opinion that honour as to confute it. For 
howsoever (as it is in itself a scarlet and purple and bloody 
opinion) it hath got the credit of some scarlet and purple and 
bloody defenders/ Popes and Cardinals, yet I for ray part will 
never speak of it but as of an impiety that deserveth detestation 
and not contestation. 

The fourth point I will speak to is the degree and special cir- 
cumstances of this man's offence, which is certainly more pre- 
sumptuous and insolent than I have known any other to have 
fallen into even in this kind, and hath as it were a greater over- 
flow of malice and treason. 

And fifthly I will take away an objection that may seem some- 
what to qualify and extenuate this man's offence, in that he hath 
not simply affirmed that it is lawful to kill the King, but condi- 
tionally that if the King be excommunicate (as he is not) it is 
lawful to kill him ; which I will shew you plainly makes little 
difference either in law or in peril. 

For the King's clemency, I must say it, and it is a thing no- 
torious, that the part or party which have captivated themselves 
to the see of Rome, (which is the fountain of this evil,) I mean 
the Papists, do receive and enjoy an exceeding great proportion 
of the King's mercy : 'tis their tenure, I can tell them : they 
hold by King James his mercy. Certainly there hath not wanted 
matter to irritate him to a just execution of his laws, even in the 
points capital. What shall we think or say of the Powder- 
treason ? whereby the King and kingdom (the representative 
body or heart of it) should have been at once, as by a particular 
dooms-day, destroyed by fire. This alone had been enough to 
have turned judgment into fury. Let's go from powder-treason 
to paper-treason : What shall we say of that wicked and mon- 
strous libel of Balaam's ass ? that threatens the King in express 
words, that in that he was delivered from the Powder- treason 
he was not preserved, but reserved for a greater judgment ; that 

VOL. V. M 
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hath declared him (but it is bat by the braying of that asa) to 
be Antichrist. Alas^ he is seated here at London in a valley : 
where be the seven hills I marvel. These blasphemies, if they 
had light upon some King, he would have expiated and washed 
his name, not with water but with blood. Let 's go on to that 
which falls under every man's observation and discourse, which 
is the growth of the Papists. They grow in number, and they 
grow in boldness and presumption, massing in every corner; the 
prisons have been made as oratories and chantries ; whole streets 
of Papists (as I hear), and whole tracts and territories of them 
in some counties of this kingdom. The consistory here of 
Priests cannot pass from London to Wisbeach, but they must 
send forth their cartels and challenges to the University.^ These 
things likewise might make a King conceive that the swellings 
and tumours of that party may at the last make a dangerous 
breach, if they be not stopped and beaten back. 

Lastly, the very doctrines themselves of the Papists stand not 
at a stay, but they mount and swell up still more and more to 
suffocate and strangle the authority of Princes. The books of 
Joannes Mariana, of Zuares of Coimbra, of Dominions Bannes, 
of Sinanca and the rest, they are of a new stamp, they are as a 
poison often distilled and sublimate. These books no doubt 
come to the King's hands; he reads them; in his great wis* 
dom he seeth whereto they tend, namely to sour the lump of 
all Papists in their loyalty, and to make kingdoms the Pope's 
footstools, or perhaps to make duo luminaria magna, the Pope 
and the King of Spain. This also might irritate some King to 
think this evil incurable, and therefore that lenity is not the way. 
Nevertheless we see the King, out of his great magnanimity and 
clemency (to be admired), observes still Caesar's rule, Nit mah 
quam eos similes esse std ei me met, he remains still like himself, 
and leaves them to be like themselves; he rather bears the 
sword than draws it. What swarms of priests here be (which 
are so many pioners to undermine the State), how many re- 
ceivers of them, no man doubts ; and yet notwithstanding the 
edge of the law is not turned against them, but they have their 
portion in the King's mercy, and not in his justice; insomuch 
as I may say (as I have said of late upon just occasion) that I 
have served Attorney and Solicitor eight years, and yet this is 
* See * Niohol8*8 Progreasee of James I./ toI. iii. p. 83. 
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the first eridence that ever I gave against a traitor. A strange 
things — bloody opinions^ bloody doctrines^ bloody examples^ and 
yet the government scarce sprinkled with the blood of any of- 
fenders of this nature. This clemency of his Majesty, as it is to 
be magnified, so it may well show them the proceeding with this 
offender at this time is as it were upon a case excepted out of 
the general course of his Majesty^s mercy. 

As for the person and condition of this man, we see by miser- 
able examples that these wretches that are but as the scum of 
the earth have been able to stir earthquakes by murthering of 
Princes, witness Ravaillac and his fellows, and we know that in 
infection a rascal may bring in a plague into a city as well as a 
greater man. 

Now for the treason itself and the fact thereof, I said in the 
beginning that this treason in the nature of it was old. It is 
not of the treasons whereof it may be said ab initio nonfaU ita, 
from the b^inning it was not so. You are indicted, Owen, not 
upon a statute made against the Pope^s supremacy, or other 
matters that have reference to religion : but merely upon that 
law which was bom with the kingdom, and was law even in su- 
perstitious times, when the Pope was received. Then and ever 
the compassing and imagining of the King's death was treason, 
and the statute of 25 Ed. III. is but declaratory of the Common 
Law. 

To search therefore this fact of treason, though indeed it have 
scarcely any bottom, but is as bottomless, I will observe to the 
Court and hearers two things. 

1. The one that of all high treasons the conspiring and 
compassing of the King's death is the greatest. 

2. That of all other compassing or conspiring the King's 
death, this case whereinto Owen is fallen is the greatest. 

For the former, all men know and perceive that against hos- 
tile invasion* and the adherence of subjects to the King's ene- 
mies, kings can arm and prepare. Rebellions, why they must 
go over the bodies of many good subjects before they can hurt 
the sole of the King's foot : but conspiracies against the persons 
of Kings are like thunderbolts that strike upon the sudden, not 
to be avoided. Major metus a singulis, saith he, quam ab uni* 
versis. There is no preparation against them, and that prepara- 
tion that is is a most miserable one, — namely a perpetual guard 

m2 
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and custody. It maketh the fortune of a King like one of the 
ancient torments which the heathen described to be in Hell : A 
man sitting richly robed at table, delicately served, solemnly at- 
tended, and a sword over his head hanging by a small thread. 
Therefore this treason the statute of 25 E. 3. placeth first, before 
adhering to the King^s enemies, or levying war against the King, 
as the capital of capitals. They that have written of the privi- 
leges of ambassadors and of the amplitude of safe-conducts, have 
ever defined that if an ambassador or a man that cometh in upon 
the highest safe-conducts, do practise matter of sedition in a 
state, yet by the law of nations he ought to be remanded ; but 
if he conspire against the life of a prince he may be justiced, quia 
odium est omni privilegio majus. Nay even amongst enemies 
and in the most deadly wars, yet nevertheless conspiracy and as- 
sassinate of princes hath been accounted villainous and execrable. 

The manners of conspiring and compassing of the King's death 
are many. But the sowing of this seed that it is lawful, that it 
is but the execution of Justice, that it is the obeying of the de- 
cree of the Church, that it is meritorious for any son of Adam 
whatsoever to kill the King, this surmounteth all the rest and 
that for three respects. 

First because it is grounded upon a motive of religion, which 
is a trumpet that inflameth the heart and powers of atnan (above 
all things) to daring and resolution. And therefore Cardinal 
Peron subtilly under colour of a caution doth intimate a secret 
threat unto all Kings that will not submit themselves unto the 
Pope of Rome, signifying to them that it is in vain for them to 
think it is any fear of death or earthly tortures can warrant their 
safety ; for that a votary that hath but an apprehension, though 
false and erroneous, of the pains of Hell in case he should break 
his vow when he hath vowed their death, doth but despise and 
scorn the executioner or tormentor here on earth, and thinks 
only what he shall do and not what he shall suffer. So here is 
the case of Princes, that fear of law and punishment, which be 
the ordinance of God as a fence about their thrones, is thrown 
down and trampled under foot. 

Secondly, compare this with a particular conspiracy, and you 
shall see how much it goes beyond it. When a particular conspi- 
racy is intended or plotted against the King by some one or 
some few conspirators, it meets with infinite obstacles or impedi- 
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meDts. Commonly he that hath a heart to devise it hath not 
the heart to execute it ; and he that undertakes it sometimes 
fails in courage ; sometimes he fails in opportunity ; sometimes 
he is touched with remorse. But to publish and maintain that 
it may be lawful for any man to kill the King, this is (T tell you) 
like the Devil called Legion, for it doth at once enter and search 
into the hearts of all that are any ways prepared or of any pre- 
disposition to be traitors ; so that whatsoever fails in any one is 
supplied in many; if one man faint another will dare, if one man 
hath not the opportunity another hath^ if one man relent an- 
other will be desperate. 

Thirdly, particular conspiracies have their periods, and if they 
be not taken in their time they take vent and vanish ; but this 
is a perpetuity of conspiracies ; it includes in it springing con- 
spiracies from time to time; so that I conclude the infusion of 
this opinion is of all high treasons the highest. And so much 
concerning the nature of the fact. 

For the third point, which is the doctrine that upon an ex- 
communication of the Pope with a sentence of deposing, that 
Kings may be slaughtered, and that it is justice and no murther, 
and that their subjects are absolved of their allegiance, and their 
realms exposed to spoil and prey : I said before I would not 
speak of it as to argue the subtlety of a question : it is rather to 
be spoken to by way of accusation of the opinion as impious, 
than by way of dispute as of a thing doubtful. Nay (I speak it 
in the presence of God) I think it deserveth rather some holy 
league amongst all Christian Princes of either religion. Papists 
and Protestants, for the extirping and razing of this opinion and 
the authors thereof from the face of the earth, as the common 
enemies of mankind, than the stile of pen or speech. Therefore 
in this kind I will speak to it a few words and not otherwise : 
and I protest if I were a Papist (as I hope I shall sooner go to 
my grave than to that Church) I think I should speak as much. 
Nay I should speak it with more indignation and feeling : for 
this horrible opinion is our advantage, and it is their reproach, 
and will in the end be their ruin. 

This monster of opinion is to be accused of three most evident 
and most miserable effects. 

First, of the slander it bringeth to the Christian faith, which 
is plantation of irreligion no better than a secret atheism. 
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The second is the subveruoa it produceth into all policy and 

government. 
And the third is, the great calamity it brings in all countries 

where the Protestant religion is established upon the 

Papists themselves ; whereof the more moderate sort (as 

men misled) are to be pitied. 
For the first, if a man do visit the foul and polluted opinions 
customs or practices of heathenism, Mahometanism^ and heresy, 
he shall find they come nothing near this — they fidl mudi 
short of it. So as it is as the Apostle speaketh of the ,^ 

a thing not seen amongst the heathen. Take the examples of 
most damnable persons amongst the heathen^ the proscriptions 
if you will in Rome of Sylla and afterwards of the Triumvirs^ 
what were they? They were but a handful of persons misafifected 
to that present state, that were exposed to every man's sword. 
But what is that to the proscribing of a King, and all that shall 
take his part, whole tribes and nations of people ? Yea but what 
was the reward of a soldier that should kill one of the proscribed? 
Some small sum of money. But what is the reward now of one 
that shall kill a King ? No less than the kingdom of Heaven. 
So that the endless reward of Christ^s blessed pasaon is prosti- 
tuted unto those the instruments of the passion of bloody pre- 
lates. 

The Mahometans make it a part of their religion to propagate 
their sect by the sword ; but yet still by honourable wars, never 
by villanous and secret murders. Nay, I find that the Saracen 
prince, of whose country the name of the Assassins, which is now 
familiar in the Civil Law, is derived, which had divers votaries 
at Court, which he sent and employed to the killing of divers 
princes in the Estate^ ; by one of whom Amurath the first was 
slain, and Edward the first of England was wounded, was put 
down and rooted out by common consent of the Mahometan 
princes. 

The Anabaptists, it is true, come nearest. For they profess 
the pulling down of magistrates, and the monarchy of them that 
are inspired; and they can chaunt the Psalm To bind their 
kings in chains and their nobles in fetters of iron. This is the 
glory of that saint, a very express image of the Pope's autKority 
that he claimeth it. Multum aquwn est (saith Egidius Bella 
1 BUok loft in MS. ' So ia liS. 
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Mora) et reipublicm^ valde expediens ut sit aliquis supremus tnO' 
narcha, qui Regum excessus possit corrigere et de ipsis justitiam 
ministrare. It is great reason and very expedient for the Common- 
wealth that there be a supreme monarch to correct Kings and do 
justice upon them. Infinite other are there of like passages of 
common stuff; but it is true, here is the difference between the 
Anabaptists and the Consistory of Rome, that the one is a 
furious and fanatical folly and the other is a sad and meditated 
tyranny. The one imagines mischief as a vain thing, and the 
other imagines mischief as a law. 

As for the defence which the more moderate sort of them do 
make, that the Pope hath this power in ordine ad spirituak,* it 
doth but aggravate the impiety and turneth it from a cruelty 
towards man to a blasphemy towards God ; for evil is never in 
order towards good. So that it is plainly to make God the au- 
thor of evil, and to say with those that St. Paul speaketh of. 
Let us do evil that good may come thereof of whom the Apostle 
says excellently That their damnation is just. 

Here the fair copy ends abruptly in the middle of the page. If 
we could have seen the conclusion, we could have judged better what 
the intention of the proceeding was. But I fancy that in this case 
also, as in those of Talbot and Peacham and St. John, the object of 
the Government was to establish and make known the law with re- 
gard to such offences — to make it known by public and formal trial 
that the promulgation of such doctrines was an offence by law 
punishable— not to carry it to any extremity against the particular 
offenders. The result- of the trial we learn from Chamberlain ; who 
writes to Carleton on the 20th of May 1615 : — 

This term draws to a conclusion, and hitherto hath brought forth little 
novelty, only young Owen that I wrote of was arraigned at the King's 
Bench on Wednesday, and condemned, for divers most vile and traitorous 
speeches, oonfessed and subscribed with his own hand ; as among others 
that it was as lawful for any man to kill a King excommunicated as for the 
hangman to execute a condemned person. He could say little for himself, or 
in maintenance of his desperate positions, but only that he meant it not by 

' In MS. •« (§a jeth JSgidiui) Bella mora et reip.,*' etc. I do not find the name 
of this writer in anj of the common bibliographical dictionaries, nor in the Cata- 
• logue of the Britii^ Museum Library. But among the Selden MSS. at Lincoln's 
Inn (XIII. (XII.) 27) there is a list of the authors quoted in the Tractaius Pacts 
Unioereiy a work publu^ed in Venice in 1584, which contains among the rest, 
" Egidius Bellamera. Beneficiorum Permutatio T. 15. P. 1. fol. 190." 

^ The MS. has %n ordine ipirUuali. 
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the King, and that he holds him not excommonioate. He is not yet exe- 
cated, nor I hear not when he shall.' 

Here again the King was content with obtaining the judicial sen- 
tence. Owen remained indeed in prison for three years ; but no 
further severity was used towards him, and in Jiily 1618, the Spanish 
Ambassador obtained his full pardon, on condition that he left the 
country.^ 



I do not know whether the occasion upon which Owen delivered 
himself of these treasonable doctrines had anything to do with the 
benevolence. If it had, it was the last of the troubles which grew 
out of it. The amount of the collection, though it probably fell 
short of the expectations of the movers, and very far short of what 
was wanted, was nevertheless no inconsiderable relief to an empty 
exchequer. Forty or 6fty thousand pounds, though not enough, was 
not to be despised. It helped the present, and I do not find that it 
made the future more difficult. But the difficulty, though not ag- 
gravated, was still there. The benevolence may be said to have sup- 
plied means of meeting the extraordinary charges for about a year. 
But as it could not be repeated, the old question recurred — How 
was the next year to be provided for ? and before the end of the va- 
cation that question was once more formally referred to the Council. 
Concerning Bacon's views on the subject I shall be able in the next 
chapter to produce some new and important information. But I 
must first dispose of a few matters of smaller moment which belong 
to the summer of 1615. 

The first that comes relates to one of thos6 ordinary official busi- 
nesses, the particulars of which it would be vain to seek and probably 
useless to find. Sir Gilbert Haughton had received a warrant for a 
patent, to which some objection had been taken by the Lord Chan- 
cellor, who hesitated to seal it. The King had directed his Attorney 
and Solicitor to inquire about it and learn the cause of the stay, 
and this is their report. 

It seems that the objection (whatever it may have been) was ulti- 
mately waived. For I find in the Calendar of State Papers, under 
date 31 July 1615, the following entry : — 

" Grant to Sir Gilbert Haughton of three fourths of the fines accrued 

' S. P. Dom. James I., toI. Ixxx. no. 102. 

3 Gardiner, ii. p. 194. The pardon is dated 17 July 1618. 
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to the King during the last ten years in the Common Pleas, which have 
been kept back after verdict, to be recovered by him/'' 

To OUR VERY GOOD FRIEND Mr. JoHN MuRRAY, OP HIS 

Majesty^s Bedchamber.^ 

Good Mr. Murray, 

According to bis Majesty^s pleasure by you signified unto 
us, we have attended my Lord Chancellor, my Lord Treasurer, 
and Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer, concerning Sir Gilbert 
Haughton's patent stayed at seal ; and we have acquainted them 
with the grounds of the suit, to satisfy them that it was just 
and beneficial to his Majesty. And for any thing we could per- 
ceive by any objection or reply they made, we left them in good 
opinion of the same ; with this, that because my L. Chancellor 
(by the advice as it seemeth of the other two) had acquainted 
the Council table (for so many as were then present) with that 
suit amongst others, they thought fit to stay till his Majesty^s 
coming to town, being at hand, to understand his furder plea- 
sure. We purpose upon his Majesty^s coming to attend his 
Majesty, to give him a more particular account of this business, 
and some other. Meanwhile, finding his Majesty to have care 
of the matter, we thought it our duty to return this answer to 
you in discharge of his Majesty^s direction. We remain. 

Your assured friends, 

Francis Bacon, 

Henry Yelverton. 
6 Jul. 1615. 



The next relates to a business of which we shall hear more, and 
which requires a few words of introduction. 

The company of Merchant Adventurers, whose charter gave them 
a monopoly of the cloth-trade with the Netherlands, were licensed 
to export (statutes to the contrary notwithstanding) cloths uudyed 
and undressed. This threw the clothworkers and dyers of London 
out of work ; who thereupon petitioned the £ing that the statutes 
might be enforced and no licences granted. The King referred the 
petition to the Council ; before whom, in March 1612-13, the parties 
were ordered to appear and give their reasons on both sides. It 
seems that-the petitioners were thought to have the best of the ar- 

1 CaL of S. P. Pom. James I., p. 299. ^ Balfour M9S. 
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gament ; for in the following year (though the reasons on the Ck)m- 
pany's part were strengthened by the offer of a considerable pro6t to 
the Crown) a proclamation was issued (23 July 1614) prohibiting 
the exportation of cloths undyed and undressed after the 2nd of 
November ; and revoking all special licences for the same which had 
been granted to the Merchant Adventurers and others.^ The Mer- 
chant Adventurers, knowing by experience that the market would 
not bear such a restriction^ shortly after resigned their charter. But 
there are always men who know in theory how to do anything which 
they have not had to do in fact ; and a new Ck>mpany was formed 
which undertook to conduct the trade so as to keep in the hands of 
the English workman the dyeing and dressing as well as the weav- 
ing. A short trial showed them that they had undertaken too much. 
The clothiers complained that they could not sell their cloth, and 
tiie cloth- workers that they had less work than before : and they 
were obliged to apply to be relieved from the prohibition to export 
undyed and undressed cloths until the workmen were provided.^ 
They did not ask to be released from their undertaking to export a 
certain quantity dyed and dressed every year ; and they still held to 
their promise of recovering the whole trade in time. Their charter 
bound them to export 0000 cloths dyed and dressed in the first year : 
they were prepared to export 12,000 in the second : hoped to under- 
take 18,000 in the third ; and in time to dye and dress all the cloth 
they exported, according to their charter.' But in order to set the 
trade on its legs it was necessary at first that they should have 
liberty to export " whites.** To keep a trade within the country 
and out of the foreigner's hands, was in those days allowed by every- 
body to be a national benefit^ whatever it might cost ; and the Go- 
vernment, believing in the promises of the New Company, agreed to 
give them a fair trial. A " grant of incorporation with divers privi- 
leges to the New Company of Merchant Adventurers " is dated 
29 August 1615, and thip, I presume, was the grant to which Bacon's 
next letter refers. 

a lbttbr to the klno^ concsrnino thb new company. 
12 Aug. 1615.» 

It may please your most excellent Majesty, 

Your Majesty shall shortly receive the bill for the incorpo- 

» Cal. S. P. Dom. James L, p. 247. 

' Chamberlain to Carleton, 28 Feb. 1614-15 : and 26 May 16lS. S. P. Dom. 
James I., vol. Ixxx. noe. 88, 108. 

» Answer of the New Company to the Conncil, 7 June 1615. S. P. voL Ixxx. 
no. 112. 

' Gibson Papers, viiL f. 20. Fair copy, in Bacon's hand. 
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ration of 'the new company^ together with a bill for the privy- 
seal, being a dependency thereof: for this morning I subscribed 
and docketed them both. I think it therefore now time to re- 
present to your Majesty's high wisdom that which I conceive 
and have had long in my mind concerning your Majesty's ser- 
vice and honourable profit in this business. 

This project, which hath proceeded from a worthy service of 
the Lord Treasurer, I have from the beginning constantly 
affected ; as may well appear by my sundry labours from time 
to time in the same : for I hold it a worthy character of your 
Majesty's reign and times; insomuch as though your Majesty 
mought have at this time (as is spoken) a great annual benefit 
for the quitting of it, yet I shall never be the man that should 
wish for your Majesty to deprive yourself of that beatitude, 
Beatius est dare quim accipere, in this cause : but to sacrifice 
your profit (though as your Majesty's state is it be precious to 
you) to so great a good of your kingdom : although this project 
is not without a profit immediate unto you, by the increasing of 
customs upon the materials of dyes. 

But here is the case. The new company by this patent and 
privy seal are to have two things wholly diverse from the first 
intention, or rather ex cHameiro opposite unto the same ; which 
nevertheless they must of necessity have, or else the work is 
overthrown : so as I may call them mala necessaria, but yet 
withal iempararia. For as men make war to have peace; so 
these merchants must have licence for whites, to the end to ba- 
nish whites ; and they must have licence to use tenters, to the 
end to banish tenters. 

This is therefore that I say. Your Majesty upon these two 
points may justly and with honour, and with preservation of 
your first intention inviolate, demand profit in the interim, as 
long as these unnatural points continue, and then to cease. 
For your Majesty may be pleased to observe, that they are to 
have all the old company's profit by the trade of whites ; they 
are to have again, upon the proportion of cloths which they shall 
vent dyed and dressed, the Flemings' profit upon the tenter. Now 
then I say ; as it had been too good husbandry for a king to 
have taken profit of them, if the project could have been effected 
at once, as was voiced ; so on the other side it might be per- 
chance too little husbandry and providence (o take nothing of 
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them for that which is merely lucrative to them in the mean-* 
time. Nay I say further, this will greatly conduce and be a 
kind of security to the end desired. For I always feared, and 
do yet fear, that when men by condition merchants, though 
never so honest, have gotten into their hands the trade of whites, 
and the dispensation to tenter, wherein they shall reap profit 
for which they never sowed, but have gotten themselves cer- 
tainties, in respect of the state's hopes, they are like enough to 
sleep upon this as upon a pillow, and to make no haste to go on 
with the rest. And though it may be said, that that is a thing 
will easily appear to the state, yet no doubt means may be de- 
vised and found to draw the business in length. So that I con- 
clude, that if your Majesty take a profit of them in the interim 
(considering you refuse profit from the old company), it will be 
both spur and bridle to them, to make them pace aright to your 
Majesty's end. 

This in all humbleness, according to my vowed care and fide- 
lily, being no man's man but your Majesty's, I present, leave, 
and submit, to your Majesty's better judgment; and I could 
wish your Majesty would speak with Sir Thomas Lake in it ; 
who, besides his good habit which he hath in business, beareth 
methinketh an indifferent hand in this particular; and (if it 
please your Majesty) it may proceed as from yourself, and not 
as a motion or observation of mine. 

Your Majesty need not in this to be straitened in time, as 
if this must be demanded or treated before you sign their bill. 
For I foreseeing this, and foreseeing that many things mought 
fall out which I could not foresee, have handled it so, as with 
their good contentment there is a power of revocation inserted 
into their patent. And so commending your Majesty to God's 
blessed and precious custody, I rest. 

Your Majesty's most humble 

and devoted subject and servant, 

Fb. Bacon. 

Gorhambury thia 
12th of Aug., 1616. 



A letter found by Birch among the manuscript collections of Ho- 
bert Stephens, but not included in either of his printed collections, 
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and dated 20th September of this year, relates to a tragical accident 
which had just happened. Francis Lord Norris and Lord Wil- 
loughbjr of Eresby had had a quarrel. During an interview between 
them in a churchyard at Bath, they came from words to blows, and 
Lord Norris drawing in self defence had the ill-luck to kill one of 
Lord Willoughby's servants. The Coroner's Jury (9 September) 
found it manslaughter. Expecting to be put upon his trial, he wrote 
(it seems) to Bacon, to bespeak his favour. And this is Bacon's 



Sir Francis Bacon to Lord Norris, in answer to him.^ 

My Lord, 

I am sorry of your misfortune ; and for anything that is 
within mine own command, your Lordship may expect no other 
than the respects of him, that forgetteth not your Ijordship is 
to him a near ally, and an antient acquaintance, client, and 
friend. For that which may concern my place, which governeth 
me and not I it, if any thing be demanded at my hands or di- 
rected, or that I am ex officio to do any thing ; if I say, it come 
to any of these three, for as yet I am a stranger to the business, 
yet saving my duties, which I will never live to violate, your 
Lordship shall find that I will observe those degrees and limita- 
tions of proceeding which belongeth to him that knoweth well 
he serveth a clement and merciful master, and that in his own 
nature shall ever incline to the more benign part; and that 
knoweth also what belongeth to nobility, and to a house of such 
merit and reputation as the Lord Norris is come from. And 
even so I remain. 

Your Lordship's very loving friend. 

Sept. 20, 1615. 

Lord Norris's own account of the matter was that he intended no 
quarrel, but was assaulted unexpectedly, that Lord Willoughby's 
man drew upon him, and that he slew him in pure self-defence.^ 
And I suppose this was found to be true ; for we hear no more of 
the trial ; and he was presently pardoned.^ 

^ From the ooUeetions of the late Bobert Stephens, Esq. 

) S. P. Dom. James I., toI. Ixxxi. ; Gal. p. 806. 

' Letters of Lord Carew to Sir Thomas Boe ; Camd. Soo. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

A.D. 1615. JBTAT. 55. 
1. 

The length of time which passed after the dissolutioa of the last 
Parliament before another was called, coupled with the shifts to 
which the G-ovemment was driven in the meantime for raising 
money, has given rise to an impression that it was the deliberate in- 
tention and policy of the King to dispense with Parliaments altoge- 
ther, and try to carry on the government without. But though to 
those who look only at the surface of events without observing their 
causes there may seem to be some colour for this opinion, we have 
conclusive evidence that it was not so. If there was any time when 
James might be fairly suspected of a detei'mination to dispense with 
Parliaments, it was immediately after the unfortunate issue of the 
last ; for the conciliation of which he had gone, as he thought, so far 
in concessions. Yet within less than sixteen months we find him 
seriously engaged with his Council in consultations and preparations 
for calling another. 

Of course I do not impute this to any romantic desire on his part 
to put limitations upon his own authority. The same financial em- 
barrassment which made Parliaments so difficult to deal with obliged 
him to face the difficulty. He did not see any hope of efiectual re- 
medy by any other means ; and though he disliked the necessity he 
was prepared to submit to it. The fact is not altogether new ; for 
Mr. Ghirdiner has duly recorded it, though I cannot think that in 
his view of James's proceedings and policy he has taken it duly into 
account. But I am fortunate in being able to supply some fresh 
evidence on the subject which is both new and material. 

With whom the resolution originated, — whether with James him- 
self, or with his Privy Council, or with some private adviser, — does 
not clearly appear. But it was, if not suggested, at any rate very 
strongly supported by Bacon, in a memorial or letter of advice 
which he addressed to the King about this time. If we knew the 



1615.] QUESTION OF CALLING ANOTHER PARLIAMENT. 175 

exact date of it we should be able to judge whether it was this me- 
morial which induced the King to refer the matter to his Council, or 
whether the , knowledge that it had been referred to the Council in- 
duced Bacon to write the memorial. I incline myself to the first 
supposition, because I think he could hardly have entered so fully 
and carefully into the whole question without some allusion to the 
deliberations of the Council, if he had known that tliey were going 
on. The point is not howerer of much importcmce ; for whatever 
the occasion may have been, the paper itself contains an elaborate 
discussion of the expediency of calling another Parliament and the 
measures to be taken by way of preparation, — submitted by him pri- 
vately to the King, and to be taken therefore as representing his 
own personal opinion. A manuscript copy of it, in a handwriting of 
the time, or not much later, had found its way into the Library of 
the Inner Temple, where it remains. And it is a singular and sig- 
nificant fact that, though entered in the printed catalogue under 
Bacon's name, with the title (not quite correct indeed, but not on 
that account the less inviting to curiosity) of " Sir Francis Bacon on 
Parliaments/' no notice has been taken of its contents, so far as I 
know, by anybody.^ It is true that the name does not appear upon 
the face of the transcript (which seems to be the work of a copyist) ; 
but on the outside leaf is written, in the hand of the transcriber, 
" Concerning a Parliam*," and underneath, in another hand, " Sir 
Prancis Bacon ;" and the internal evidence is as conclusive as to the 
authorship as internal evidence can possibly be. As a piece of con- 
temporary testimony concerning a very important passage of history 
which is very little understood, its value will not be disputed even 
by those who are not prepared to accept it as conclusive. It is the 
report of one who was in a particularly good position to observe what 
passed, for the information of one whom it deeply concerned to un- 
derstand the case rightly, and who besides his personal knowledge 
had the command of reports from many other quarters to check it 
by. In my own account of the passages to which it relates, though 
I have had the advantage of being acquainted with it and bearing it 
in mind, I have endeavoured to make out the story from evidence 
quite independent of it, and I do not think I have admitted into 
the narrative any single fact which rests upon this authority: so 
that those who distrust Bacon's powers of observation and judgment 
in such things can correct his report for themselves where they find 
reason. 

Papers of this kind are apt to be lost as well as saved by the very 

' Since this was written, Mr. Q^rdiner has mentioned it as a valuable paper. 
« Prince Charles and the Spanish Marriage/ vol. L p. 67, note. 
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thing which gives them their peculiar value. Being too confidential 
to go into the general collection, they are laid by in some more secret 
place and forgotten, or they are lent to a friend with a special cau- 
tion to keep them private, and so become separated from their com- 
panions and lost. And even if they escape destruction, yet as time 
goes on, those into whose hands they fall are less and less likely to 
know what they are about and what their value is ; so that even after 
they are found, the chances are that they are still as much lost as ever. 
The original of this paper had the luck long ago to fall into the hands 
of somebody who saw that it was worth copying ; and the copy being 
now, by permission of the Benchers of the Inner Temple, printed in 
its proper place among Bacon's writings of business, I hope it may 
be considered safe from all further risk. 

The title, I ought to add, has been inserted by myself. The ma- 
nuscript has neither title nor address, nor signature, nor date. 

A LETTER TO THE KiNO ADVISING HIM TO CALL A PARLIAMENT.^ 

Concerning a Parliaaient, if I were to give opinion to a King 
whose distastes were stronger with him than his occasions^ I con- 
fess I should be doubtful and reserved. But because his Ma- 
jesty is a prince of so great judgment that can give every event 
his true cause, and that can collect upon things that formerly 
have not so well succeeded as well what to amend as what to 
avoids I encourage myself that I may deliver mine opinion as 
well safely as freely; — ^intending when I speak of safety, of 
being saved in his Majesty^s good conceit and favour ; for other 
peril I esteem not. 

Whosoever therefore shall dissuade a Parliament, cannot deny 
thus much, — that a Parliament is the ancient and royal way of 
aid and provision for the King with treasure (for the word Supply 
and Supply of wants I am almost fallen out with). 

They will likewise grant that it is easier to create will than 
means ; neither can they show any other means suflScient, but it 
is of more casual and slow coming in and hath not conjoined 
with it the point of honour and reputation, which doubleth the 
rest ; or rather surmounts it in many parts. 

But they will say the experience and success of the two last 

Parliaments doth intimidate and astonish them to try the same 

means again, except they had other foundations than they then 

had. Wherein on the other side I do profess simply and 

^ Inner Temple Librarj, no. 588, vol. xxxyiu 
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plainly ; not as one that affecteth paradoxes or desireth to speak 
confident or strouted speeches^ but ingeniously; that nothing 
doth encourage me more than that which I do remember of those 
Parliaments ; not indeed alone^ but joined also with the remem- 
brance of former Parliaments further back. And this is no other 
collection than Demosthenes in the like cases doth often use and 
iterate, when he saith in divers places Quod ad praierila pessi^ 
mum id ad Jutura optimum; which passage always he adviseth 
when things have gone amiss by accident and error or mishand- 
ling, and not of their proper indisposition. For nothing is to a 
man either a greater spur or a greater direction to do over a 
thing again, than when he knows where he failed. And I am of 
the same opinion in this matter of Parliament ; in which subject 
I ought not to be novice-like or ignorant, having now served full 
twelve Parliaments ; out of which this one advice may flow which 
I shall now give ; which is so far from tending to any acting, or 
minting, or packing, or canvassing, or any the like devices, as 
it tendeth wholly to the restoring that great Council to the na- 
tural use and ancient dignity and splendour thereof, from which 
it hath in latter time, I will not say degenerated, but certainly 
receded ; whereby it will also appear that we shall need no other 
foundation than that that is laid in a blessed time^ which is a 
good King and good people ; and that there is not requisite any 
great or laborious engine to draw kindness out of the affections 
of the subjects ; but that it is only like the opening of a spring- 
head, which with a little cleansing will run frankly of itself. And 
yet I do not see but that there is a kind of co-operation of some 
beneficial accidents happened since the last Parliament, which 
advantages added to the correction of former errors will make 
the matter assure itself; and that is the best kind of undertak- 
ing, fiut because it is first in nature to remove impediments, 
and then to use advantages, I will speak first of the impediments 
or errors, and then of the i^dvautages. 

First therefore, not to speak of the Parliament in Queen Eli- 
zabeth's time, in whose reign things were so well settled and dis- 
posed, as if she demanded anything it was seldom denied, and if 
she pretended any it was never inquired ; I will speak only 
of the Parliament in the third of the King ; at which Parlia- 
ment the King had granted unto him three subsidies and six 

VOL. V, ' N 
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fifteens^ payable in three years ; notwithstanding that the extra- 
ordinary charges of his first coming in monght be well satisfied by 
the remaining payments of the subsidies granted to Queen Eli- 
zabeth, and incurring in his Majesty's time; notwithstanding that 
there was at that time a very still and calm of peace, without any 
noise of wars; notwithstanding there was no offer or speech 
of any gift or liberality from his Majesty to the subjects, save 
only an ordinary pardon in the end of the Parliament, prepared 
as in former times ; notwithstanding that it was a Parliament of 
augmentation of revenue unto the Crown in respect of the at- 
tainders that passed by Parliament of the Powder traitors, and 
divers forfeitures and confiscations granted by the two great sta- 
tutes of Recusants ; and notwithstanding lastly that it was a 
stout and free session of Parliament, and the King noways more 
absolute than scarce three years' reign of a moderate prince could 
make him. So as I desire no better glass of the affections of 
the subjects of England in their own nature to help their King 
than this; — A strange thing that they should without any occa- 
sion of war or offer of retribution begin with the King where 
they left with Queen Elizabeth; who reigned twenty-seven years 
before she had so much as a double subsidy, and that by half- 
payments in four years;, and yet the manner of this is as worthy 
to be noted as the matter ; for the (incient majesty of the kings 
of this realm was then preserved, in that those subsidies were 
never demanded nor moved from the King, much less made the 
business or errand of the Parliament ; but after the Parliament 
had sitten a good while, an honest gentleman (by name Sir Ed- 
ward Montague) stood up and in a plain and familiar manner 
moved for two subsidies and four fifteenths; concluding with these 
plain words, that so much he thought would content, and less 
would not be well accepted ; whereupon the two subsidies passed 
upon question the same day, and yet nevertheless upon confer- 
ence with the Lords touching the occasions of the King, and by 
persuasion of some good servants of the King's which were gra- 
cious with the House, and chiefly out of their own good affec- 
tions, came on afterwards to three. But in the succeeding Par- 
liament in 7*^, when that the Lord Treasurer that last was had 
out of his own vast and glorious ways to poor and petty ends, set 
afoot the Great Contract, like the Tower of Babylon, building 
an imagination as if the King should never after need his people 
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more, nor the people the King, but that this land should no 
more be like the land of promise watered by the dew of heaven, 
which sometimes was drawn from the earth and sometimes fell 
back upon the earth again ; but like the land of Egypt watered 
by certain streams and cuts of his own devising ; and afterwards 
either out of variety, or having nret with somewhat that he 
looked not for, or otherwise having made use of the opinion, in 
the end undid his baby that he had made, — then grew the 
change. For after that the Parliament was once in taste with 
matter of bargain and contribution and retribution and this same 
quid pro quo, the generous disposition of free giving unto the 
King, and the politic arguments of persuading it upon reason of 
estate, became dry things, and the endeavour grew to be to draw 
from the King, and to buy him out of certain profits and regali- 
ties which lie as it were intermingled in the subjects^ interest ; 
so that in conclusion, though the King's wants had been (beyond 
that that was convenient) displayed and hanged up as it were in 
tables before all men's eyes divers months together, yet that Par- 
liament ended in the gift of one subsidy and one fifteenth. 

Then in the last assembly of Parliament after four years' in- 
termission, when the realm had paused from subsidies a good 
while, and when it had been time to forget these byways and to 
have reduced things to ancient course, the rather for that the 
leader of those ways was gone to another world, then did cer- 
tain gentlemen (whom I love and prize in particular, but never- 
theless I will never spare in this) being but merely empirics of 
Parliament, and those whose wisdom reached but to that they 
observed last, not well seen in rules of estate and the pulses of 
people's hekrts, and out of zeal perhaps to do well overvaluing^ 
their strength, revive' again the former courses of merchandising, 
and added a far greater error of new. 

For first, it being given out and professed that the end and 
cause of calling a Parliament was to pay the King's debts and 
supply his wants, which in itself did great hurt by putting upon 
the King the person of a mendicant, and was contrary to the 
honourable form of all former Parliaments (wherein were the 
cause of want never so manifest it was never acknowledged by 
the State, but fell in upon the bye), they straightways fell into 
the old track of gathering together certain heads of donatives 
* vndervallueinff in MS. ' revived in MS. 

n2 
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and graces whereby they thought fit to invite the Pariiament to 
an ample gift; which being propounded, I cannot foi^t that his 
Majesty (even at that time) seemed in heart and in his own 
proper opinion to be against it; wherein he showed his great 
wisdom and foresight ; and nevertheless being persuaded unto it, 
he did likewise as much as the wit of man could devise help it, 
in carrying it in the best form by disclaiming all merchandising 
and making it but a mutuality or interchange of love, the Par- 
liament having in contemplation the case of the King, and the 
King having in contemplation the case of the people, and not as 
iu case of contract, either party looking to his own advantage. 
But yet it was not possible to disguise or overcome the nature 
of things, but that it fell into the old way. For though it were 
not matter of mere contract as in the former Parliament, yet it 
was a kind of valued gift, which made men take weights and 
measures into their hands, and those not the truest ; so that in 
conclusion those graces grew to be despised and to be termed 
Veneficia instead of Beneficial and that cedars were cut down 
and shrubs given to browse upon, with such other unfit phrases : 
which error was likewise accumulated with another circumstance 
which did likewise great hurt ; in that they were all ofiered, and 
not first desired or sued for ; contrary likewise to his Majesty's 
own opinion, who ever thought that ofier would be vilified, and 
that it is appetite that makes sweetness. 

But the second main error (as I said) was the greater ; which 
was that, through indiscretion or vain-glory or what it was, it 
was voiced abroad and carried as a thing notorious, insomuch as 
people (who evermore are godfathers to such things) gave it the 
name of Undertaking or Undertakers, — that certain persons had 
undertaken to value themselves with the King by the service of 
preparing and inducing a Parliament to pay his debts and supply 
his wants; which did stir up a^kind of indignation even in those 
that were very well and honestly aflected, that a house of Parlia- 
ment should become the shadows and followers of a few, and that 
thereby they should at once leese money, liberty and thanks. 
But then this was taken hold of also and exasperated by all such 
as under this fair pretext were glad and took boldness to cover 
and convey their own secret averseness towards the King's busi- 
ness and other their private drifts. 

Upon this root also grew divers branches of inconvenience ; as 
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first that there was great suing, standing, and striving aoout elec- 
tions and places; which joined with the general noise of this 
undertaking, and likewise with the opposition thereunto made by 
others, made the wisest and ablest persons of the kingdom not 
willing to be of the House ; as loth to offer themselves to com- 
petition and fearing lest it mought be a turbulent and factious 
Parliament, and therefore choosing rather to sit quiet at home. 
And these are the persons in whose hands the King's business 
ever prospereth best, as being most interessed in the State and 
most respective in their opposing. 

Upon the same ground it came to pass that three parts of the 
House were such as had never been of any former Parliament, 
and many of them young men and not of any great estate or 
quality; and they are wonderfully mistaken in their principle 
who think that such men will give most because they have least ; 
for such are ever more forward to deny and oppose upon bravery, 
than the gentlemen of the country or wealthy merchants are upon 
dryness. And besides, that greenness of the House leeseth the 
modesty and gravity by which great matters have passage, and 
turneth it into a kind of sport or exercise ; which also is a thing 
most pernicious (if it be truly looked into) unto the liberty of a 
Parliament; for howsoever they may ruffle once or twice, yet if 
they leese their gravity and dignity they will grow in contempt 
both towards the King and towards the people abroad. 

Another inconvenience was by the said occasion that those 
gentlemen and their friends and associates (who to do them right 
were of the best voices of the House and the best able to per- 
suade if they stood clear and unprejudged) were by this means 
turned unprofitable and of no credit in the House ; so that every 
one of them could have done more in the Parliament before than 
all together^ could do this Parliament. 

There was also another shrewd dependence of this last in- 
convenience; which was that the same persons, finding they 
had lost the House, were forced to regain reputation and to in- 
gratiate themselves (as they term it) with the House by being 
forward and running violent courses in causes of popularity, as 
in the matter of Impositions and other pretended grievances, 
wherein the King's power or profit were interessed ; and so upon 
the matter but to beg credit one day to spend it another; 

1 aUogeiher iu MS. 
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wherein they found themselves only able to row with the stream, 
but had no arms or power to row against it. But in the mean- 
while this bred a habit of boldness and immoderate liberty to 
oppose in the King's causes ; and the King himself was fain to 
pass over divers things which it had been fit to stop at the be- 
ginnings upon expectation that the end would have made amends 
for all. 

Another inconvenience that followed was the manifest dis- 
traction which reigned in the House between the Undertakers 
and the Anti-undertakers, which made the House more troubled 
with their appeals one against another than with anything 
else, and made them also look rather upon the persons one of 
another how they were sided, than regard the matter they spake ; 
crossing the matter for the person's sake ; which did cut off all 
means of persuasion and consent. 

But that which was of all others most pernicious, this distrac- 
tion had entered into the King's house and council and amongst 
his great men ; insomuch as my Lord Privy Seal, who had dis- 
counselled the Parliament and hated the persons almost of the 
Undertakers, what for the glory of his opinion and what for 
the blasting of their services, declared himself in that manner 
as he set up a kind of flag unto all those that^ opposed the Un- 
dertakers and would frustrate the success of the Parliament. 

Lastly, contrary to all custom of Parliament and to the stir- 
ring of infinite animosity and distaste, the King's business was 
urged to be put to a point at the very first: and this was done 
that the weakness of the Undertakers, whose strength was more 
in noise than in strength,^ mought not be perceived before the 
King's turn was served; which point of time being unpleasing 
to every man and therefore soon overruled, made the House to 
find their strength ; which stumbling at the threshold was never 
after recovered. 

This then being a true description of the last Parliament, I 
see no reason why it should cajs^t a fear for the holding of an- 
other, no more than the opening of a body dead of a disease 
ought to fear a man in health ; but it may warn him somewhat 
what to observe in the regiment of his health. 

Of this that hath been said there is a double use ; the one for 
removing of too much apprehension or discouragement concern- 

* Om. MS. » So in MS. 



1615.] CIRCUMSTANCES FAVOURABLE. 183 

ing the calling of a Parliament ; and the other because the no- 
tation of those errors carrieth in itself by rule of contrary a kind 
of direction or platform^ what course is now to be held. For I 
do not think there can be a more true or compendious advice 
how to carry things concerning a future Parliament than this — 
to do just contrary to that that was last done. 

Upon the instruction of these errors for the time past^ I shall 
give an aflSrmative counsel for the future. But first I must in- 
terlace that which I mentioned before ; which is some advantages 
which have happened since the last Parliament; that I may ground 
my advice upon both. 

These are^ first the great continuance of time of intermission 
of subsidies; which being four years the last Parliament^ will 
now run on before a Parliament can be called to six years ; a 
time unto the realm of greater rest and pause from payments 
than hath been known in this age ; whereby it is the more pro- 
bable that they will fall on to remember their duty in this kind. 

The next is^ (to speak plainly) I do not think but the breaking 
up of the last Parliament (what inconvenience soever otherwise it 
mought partake) since it is past it had this good^ that it will be a 
kind of discipline to a future Parliament to contain themselves 
more and to spend the time better ; and likewise the particular 
punishment and questioning of Nevell^ Chute, and Hoskins, will 
be some lesson of moderation in speech ; and the punishment of 
Sharpe and Comwallis will be a caution of plotting or packing to 
trouble the waters. 

But the great accident which hath intervened is the bending 
of Christendom to the old ply and bias of war in the Low Coun- 
tries, and of divisions in France, with a dependency of the party 
reigning upon the council of Spain ; whereunto now add a far- 
ther point which is new and of more alarum than in former 
times ; that is, the straight conjunction by marriages of France 
and Spain ; upon which state of Europe I may conclude as of a 
thing that I see before mine eyes, that although such a shimer- 
ing as the war of Cleve was too weak to work any efiect, yet 
these things will give fire to our nation and make them aspire 
to be again umpires of those wars ; or at least to retrench and 
amuse^ the greatness of Spain for their own preservation. And 

1 So in MS. 
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this is a subject worthy for counsellors of state and others of 
quality to work upon to move a Parliament^ which is ever best 
persuaded by somewhat that is above their capacity ; and not to 
stand as in a shop to set out the King's bills of graces^ whereof 
every man will take upon him^ to discern^ and to value his own 
judgment by dis valuing the pieces. 

Now therefore I will proceed to an aflBrmative concerning those 
wishes and advices which I haVe thought of for a future Parlia- 
ment, which I do no less in heart than for form's sake submit 
to his Majesty's better judgement. And although perhaps they 
may seem antiqui moris, yet I persuade myself they will master 
the time, and be far more effectual than those counsels which 
may seem more agreeable to the modem arts. And I would 
they were as well able to endure the touch of his Majesty's 
judgment as I am sure they are worthy of his greatness. 

First therefore let there be an utter silence, as of the King's 
part, of matter of money or supply, or of the King's debts or 
wants ; they are things too well known. And let not the King 
doubt but some honest paan will, after they have sit awhile, 
fall upon them, though it proceed not from the King. Nay 
I will presume further to say (as putting a case speculative, 
which in act and event I hold an impossibility), if subsidies 
should never be given nor spoken of in the next Parliament, 
yet the meeting and parting of the King and his Parliament 
with due conservation of the majesty and authority of the King, 
which heretofore hath suffered, and will ever suffer as long as 
money is made the mere object of the Parliament, and without 
heats or contestations or oppositions between him and his Par- 
liament, I hold to be a thing of invaluable consequence, both 
in reputation and towards the substance of future affairs. For 
Kings, as my Lord Treasurer was wont to say, never ran away 
for debt ; and if there should be a Parliament which should not 
give (the King's case being known as it is), and be without a 
pretext for so doing, then the King is justified in taking all 
just and lawful courses for making the best of his own; — ^a 
thing rather to be pointed at than* discoursed upon. 

Secondly, the better to prevail in opinion that the King can 
subsist of himself without troubling his people, (which is the 

^ them in MS. ^ nor in MS. 
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point hath hitherto been wanting^ to the great prejudice of the 
King's proceedings^) although it be enough unto the purpose in 
hand that it be kept as a secret of state and men suffered to 
think of it diversely^ so that the King proceed with confi- 
dence as if he saw his way and were resolved what to do; 
so yet, not to make it too mystical, two things may be done ; 
the one, to put it upon the profit^ patrimonial expected from 
this enfranchisement of copyholds and improvement of wastes ; 
adding (for though the King should never do it, if such be his 
mind, yet he may make use of the opinion,) the disforesting of 
forests in the remote parts ; and likewise upon a revenue upon 
wards of Recusants. The other, to turn it also upon the opinion 
of some great offer for a marriage of the Prince with Spain ; not 
that I shall easily advise that that should be really effected ; but 
I say the opinion of it may have singular use, both because it 
will easily be believed that the offer may be so great from that 
hand as may at once free the King's estate ; and chiefly because 
it will be a notable attractive to the Parliament, that hates the 
Spaniard, so to do for the King as his state may not force him 
to fall upon that condition. , 

Thirdly, it must be foreseen in particular that this proceeding 
of the King according unto his greatness, and (as they speak) a 
cavallo, be not disgraced and turned as it were to a scorn by any 
poor and mean shift to provide money while the Parliament sits, 
as by any petty borrowing or the like ; but absolutely the King 
must have money in his purse, and not be noted for any pres- 
sure of want at that time. Wherein other means may be thought 
of, but two things do recur to my remembrance at the hardest.* 
The one is, that although I do commend my Lord Treasurer 
much for determining of the commission of sales, wherein the 
King was at much loss in the bargains, (though less at the latter 
end than at the first ; but then the loss was chiefly in that men 
culled out the best parcels, so as the smallest things gave the 
greatest loss) ; yet in case of necessity, and for the preservation 
of the present which includes the future, I could wish that some 
three or four great and entire things well and throughly sur- 
veyed were sold at a just price to some great persons, to bring a 
gross of 40,000/. or 50,000/. of ready money against such a time. 
The other is, that the King may make as much more by the 

1 perfiH in MS. > harM in MS. 
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creation of some eight Barons ; which course though I do not in 
my own judgment approve^ no more than I do the other of sale [of] 
lands^ if greater [evils] could be as well avoided as these things 
might be disliked ; yet so much I see, that this number may be 
like enough to be drawn on by one and by one in suits, and the 
King never the better for it. And I call to mind how Guicciar- 
dini censures Pope Clement for not raising money by creating 
Cardinals until Bourbon were at Rome gates ; neither do I see 
that it makes any great difference to the people or country whe- 
ther a man of 5000/. land be a Baron or a Knight, but rather that 
it will strengthen the King's service and the like in the Upper 
House. 

Fourthly, for any inviting of the Parliament to give by offer 
of any flowers or sprigs of the Crown or Prerogative, it is that 
that I have already condemned; or rather experience bath 
condemned, not I ; and besides in the course that I take, it falls 
of itself; for it is but a crotch of a money-parliament, which I 
avoid ; and certainly as [to] the stomach of the time, it feeds 
rather upon matters of fancy and opinion than things solid, 
so as those things will diminish much and satisfy little; if 
anything^ be petitioned in that kind from the Parliament, it may 
receive a weighed and gracious answer. But it is the embrac- 
ing of worthy causes, and the advancing of worthy persons, and 
the protecting of his people in true religion, peace, and justice, 
that are the true retributions. As for the medietate lingua of 
Sir Charles Cornwallis, I will not be so saucy as to speak of it, 
the rather because somewhat hath been happily and in good, time 
done by his Majesty in that kind already.' 

Fifthly, agreeable to the same grounds, I am against it, that 
after the manner that hath been used to prepare for a Parlia- 
ment, the King should be more scrupulous or tender in suits or 
other projects than at another time ; as if he should' keep a kind 
of diet against a Parliament. Let his Majesty according to his 
great and inbred wisdom and goodness proceed justly both in 
Parliament and out of Parliament, without note of difference. 

* The words from " diminish " to " if aoTthing '* (inclusiye) are inserted in the 
margin of the MS. in the transcriber's hand. I suspect that there is still some- 
thing wrong. But the meaning is clear enough. 

' Alluding probably to the rise of Villiers, who was not a Scot Sir C. Corn- 
wallis had advised the King to distribute his favours more equally between the 
two nations. 

> £>rf/'tAotf/<;inMS. 
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For these things do but savour of weakness ; and whatsoever 
shows either fear or need of a Parliament hurteth, and it is but a 
lecture of boldness. Only such things as are ex diametro oppo- 
site to a Parliament^ as these pardons were, or any more new 
impositions, or embasings of money and the like, must be avoided. 

Sixthly, for the matter of Impositions, which, though at the 
first it mought perhaps [have] been easily stopped, yet now can- 
not possibly be blanched or passed over, I do allow well the pro- 
position of Sir Lionel Cranfield, being more indeed than I could 
have looked for from a man of his breeding ; which is that the 
revenue by the late Impositions raised be turned, without dimi- 
nution and perhaps with increase, into raising of rates, not upon 
the same things, but where it shall be best for the advantage of 
the kingdom and the disadvantage of the stranger; and that it may 
be so handled that it be not done directly as a laying down of the 
Impositions^ but in respect of advancing the exportation above 
the importation. This proposition hath four great good conse- 
quences ; the one is a demonstration that the decreasing of the 
wealth of the realm groweth not by any outlet into Scotland, but 
by the overtrade with the foreigner. The second, that it will re- 
move this same rock of the question of the power of imposing, 
and turn it into a nature of revenue that cannot be questioned 
in point of law. The third, that it will silence all the voices of 
the out-ports, which made the rattle, and which in these are 
little or not at all interessed. And the fourth, that it will indeed 
and de vero mend the case of the realm in point of trade. As 
for the power of imposing, it cannot be weakened nor touched by 
this, both because it is done to another end, and also it will be 
retained well enough by the great Impositions of Cloth and Wines 
which shall remain, together with some few other of the new 
which are least subject to complaint. But whether this should 
be done before Parliament or in Parliament, not calling them 
to it for any matter of power but only for advice, I am yet 
doubtful. 

Seventhly, there is another excellent preparative for the Par- 
liament, agreeable to the former grounds, if his Majesty shall be 
pleased to hearken to it, which will create faith in all men that 
his Majesty will indeed subsist of himself ; consisting of two points. 
The one is, if his Majesty will be pleased, somewhat according to 
the manner of the ancient empire of Rome, to sever his receipts 
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(as they bad their ar.arium and jUcus apart)^ and this not by 
creating of new treasurers or officers^ but only by assignation and 
ordinance (but that to be inviolable), assigning some certain parts 
of the revenues for the discharge of such debts as touch the life- 
blood of the state^ — as the Navy, the Cautionary Towns, Ireland, 
the entertainment of Ambassadors, etc. ; some part as a Treasure 
of Store, like the revenue of St. Mark in Venice, or as the Ro- 
mans called it, sanctius ararium or thesauros intacios, for war 
and case of necessity ; and the rest of the gross revenue to go 
for the King's ordinary charge and bounty as it shall hold out. 
This will give the King a great deal of reputation and trust with 
his people; it will secure the state in the main service thereof; 
it will stop the mouths of suitors ; and put the superfluous 
charges by; and, that that is above all, I am persuaded it will 
free and exhilarate the King's own mind. The other is that 
which I must induce with a preface. I am of opinion that the 
King should not for profit diminish one iota of majesty, and I 
think it more needful for him so to do being in want than if his 
coflers were full; and if it be observed, the whole spirit of this 
discourse worketh in that faculty. So that if his Majesty's 
abode were chiefly at London or standing-houses near Lon- 
don, I had not what to say. But since it is far the greatest part 
of the year otherwise, I know no reason in the world but he may 
keep greater state and majesty when he comes to London or to 
other standing-houses near about than ever he did, or any of his 
predecessors did, and yet nevertheless save and abate a marvel- 
lous deal of charges which now is obscured away. 

Eighthly, I must conclude these points of a preparation of a 
Parliament with a point without which all the rest will be un- 
profitable ; which is, that his Majesty be pleased according to 
his great wisdom and absolute power to extinguish, or at least 
compose for a time, the divisions in bis own house, which other- 
wise, as it did the last time, will be sure to have such influence 
and infusion into the House or perhaps tlie Houses of Parliament, 
as we shall only grow and profit in inconveniences. For as long 
as any popish dissembler, turbulent spirit, ambitious or vain- 
glorious valuer of himself, peevish puritan, seditious bankrout, 
weak popular or patriot, shall make account that in opposing the' 
King's causes he shall have a retreat or harborower^ overt or se- 

1 So in MS., probably " barbour.*» 
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cret in the favour of some great person^ let his Majesty look for 
nothing but tempest. Therefore it must be so handled that fac^ 
tions be so mortified^ or at least laid asleep, that^ all do counsel 
a Parliament and come cheerfully to it, and join sincerely in 
helping forwards the King's business, and be all alike sensible of 
any opposition or frustration thereof, and in a word that the 
people may as it were read in their faces consent and assurance. 
As for any undertaking, or opinion of undertaking, it is by all 
means to be laid aside, [though] it were to be wished that the 
gentlemen that were noted therefore were not altogether vili- 
pended or discouraged or exasperated ; and the like and equal 
course to be held towards those that were their opposites. 

There resteth now to propound in the affirmative what are the 
fittest things to be made the subject and declared the cause of 
the calling of the Parliament, in lieu of want and money and sup- 
ply, which have been lost by fpUowing, and will sooner meet the 
King than the King shall ever be able to overtake them by 
chasing them. And after this it resteth in the last place to set 
down what courses are to be held in the manner of calling and 
opening the Parliament, and there to leave it to God, and to 
emergent occasions. 

The subject of this Parliament must have three properties. 
The first is that which I always begin with, that it be de vero 
good, bonum in sefi and not speculatively or commonplace-like 
good, but politicly good ; that is, apt and agreeable for the 
state of the King and kingdom. The second, that it be matter 
acceptable and comfortable abroad. And the third, that it be of 
that nature as, besides the matter itself, it doth incidently and 
aptly and necessarily give the occasion and awake the desire in 
the King's subjects to give unto him and to provide for him. 

Ninthly, therefore, I do wish the subject of this Parliament to 
consist of two parts in general, 1. increase and advance of trade 
and commerce ; 2. and preparation and politic constitutions for 
the defence and strength of the realm. 

Than these two things nothing can be more proper for these 
times, nor of a more proper argument to knock at the subjects' 
hearts for the providing the King of treasure. The particu- 
lars of this I reserve to be deduced in a memorial by itself; be- 
cause I will not break off the series of these articles of advice 
touching a Parliament. 

1 and thai in MS. 
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Tenthly^ I wish that the summons of the Parliameut be ac- 
companied with a proclamation^ penned in majesty, without 
devices or flatteries of people, containing some touch of the 
general causes of calling the Parliament before remembered, and 
some monitions touching the choice of Parliament men ; of which 
kind there went forth an excellent proclamation in the first year 
of his Majesty's reign^ save that it was too peremptory in one 
point of refusing returns. 

Eleventhly, I wish by all means that the House may be com- 
pounded, not of young men^ but of the greatest gentlemen of 
quality of their country, and ancient Parliament men, and the 
principal and gravest lawyers, serjeants and readers, and the 
chiefest merchants, and likewise travellers and statesmen ; and, 
in a word, that it be a sufficient house, worthy to consult within 
the great causes of the commonwealth. 

Twdfthly and lastly, I wish the first day of the opening of the 
Parliament his Majesty would be pleased to speak in person, and 
to deliver, according to his excellent and incomparable ability, 
the causes of the assembling thereof; being in efiect that be will 
not suffer his people any longer to leese the benefit of peace in 
trade, nor to be unprovided for the accidents of war ; but forget- 
ting his particular hath called it for their wealth and defence ; 
making some princely and reserved description of the affairs of 
Christendom at this time ; which is an argument worthy of the 
voice of so great and wise a King before his people. But for me 
to speak of this, it is right m Minervam ; and after that (as I 
have heard his Majesty himself protest he would not) so I think 
he is in the right if he speak no more ; except it be upon some 
occasion of thanks or other weighty particular; keeping Horace 
his rule, Nee Deus intersit, nUi dignus vindice nodus inciderit. 
But then I wish also that the Lord Chancellor speak the same day, 
taking to him the part which may seem to have any harshness 
in it, which is touching the restriction and prohibition of the 
course of collecting and bundling of petitions or grievances, how- 
soever they be pleased to call them, and the monition concerning 
the licentious liberty of speaking and uncomely impatience of 
hearing, and likewise for the making so many general commit- 
tees of the whole house, which hindereth all business. 

Thus have I set down to your Majesty my poor advice touch- 
ing the greatest cause, or as I may term it the cause of causes, 
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as things now stand ; which by the simplicity thereof may de- 
serve your pardon; humbly praying you to accept that heart 
that burneth perpetual as a vestal fire upon the altar of devotion 
and thankfulness towards you, whom God ever preserve. 



If this advice was volunteered by Bacon before the King had said 
or done anything in the matter, it required some courage to offer it : 
for another experiment like the last with like results could hardly 
fail to ruin the credit of the adviser in the King's eyes. But the 
case being the same as it was, only stronger, the remedy to be ap- 
plied was the same, only more needed ; and Bacon's advice the same, 
only bolder and fuller and more earnest, and carried more carefully 
into detail. If any one imagines that the course actually taken with 
the last Parliament was according to his advice, he may satisfy him- 
self that it was not so, by observing that in recommending that a 
course "just contrary ** should be taken with the next, he repeats in 
all its main features, and with no more variation than was required 
by the altered conditions of the time, the whole of his former coun- 
sel ; recommending the same attitude of independence and indiffer- 
ence on the King's part with regard to supplies ; the same absti- 
nence from everything that should have the appearance of bargaining 
and setting out concessions for sale ; the same kind of causes to be 
given out as the occasion of calling the Parliament ; the same kind 
of preparations for meeting it ; the same avoidance of all meddling 
and interference either with elections or deliberations ; the same 
disposition of spirit and temper to meet possible disappointment 
with dignity and composure, and ensure a gracious and respectful 
parting in any event. The particular subjects which he wishes to 
be submitted to the consideration of Parliament are also in perfect 
keeping with his former advice and with the policy which he had 
always recommended. They were to be the increase of trade and 
the security and greatness of the kingdom. The separate memorial 
in which he proposes to give the details has not survived ; but it is 
pretty clear that he would have made the first a means of disposing 
of the question of Impositions — the Government and the people 
dropping and forgetting the point on which they differed in order to 
pursue together an object in which they agreed ; and that he would 
have used the last to get rid in like manner of the jealousies which 
had made the Lower House so close-handed of late years, by engag- 
ing them in an enterprise after their own heart, for which the late 
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occurrences abroad supplied a fresh opportunity. I have noticed 
more than once Bacon's idea that a bolder attitude in foreign affairs 
would be politic, if only as a diversion of domestic discontents. Now 
the death of so great a man as Henry lY., who, though a .professed 
convert to the Church of Borne, continued to be in his political 
capacity the great ally and leader of Protestantism, was enough to 
unsettle the balance of power in Europe ; and in the disturbances 
by which it was followed the zealous Protestantism of England would 
have been proud to see the country play a part. It is probable that 
a well-declared resolution at that time on the part of England to 
stand on jealous watch against any increase of the Spanish power 
would not only have kept that power within its banks, but converted 
English Puritanism and Anti-popery into zealous supporters of the 
G-ovemment. And now they saw France threatening to throw her 
weight into the wrong scale. Instead of acting as the great counter- 
poise to Spain and Austria, as she had done under Henry lY., she 
appeared to be uniting with them. News came that the young 
King was going to marry Anne of Austria, while his sister Elizabeth 
was going to marry the Infant of Spain : a conjunction very alarm- 
ing to Protestantism, the importance of which, as well as the use 
that- might be made of it, was well enough understood by James ; 
as we know by the terms in which he directed his ambassador to re- 
monstrate. A pamphlet printed in 1615, entitled *' News out of 
France concerning the Marriages,*' etc., contains a translation of the 
speech addressed by the English ambassador to the King and Queen 
Mother in June of that year : from which the following sentences 
are extracted : — 

" His Majesty hath been advertised that your M. is resolved speedily 
to take your journey and to make an exchange of Princes with Spain. . . . 
Now France diverting itself from him by the precipitation of these mar- 
riages with Spain shall leave unto him alone the burden and charge of all 
such affairs and differences as yet remain in Christendom undecided. 
However his M. is not ignorant of the advantage which elsewhere is 
offered imto him by this alienation, if he were a Prince ambitious to loin 
unto himself alone the goodwill and fHendship of all those ancient collies 
which by this action seem abandoned,** etc. 

Bacon, I fancy, would have had him yield to the ambition and im- 
prove the advantage. And though speculations upon what would 
have been the issue in times past of counsels that were not followed 
are even more doubtful than predictions of what will be the issue of 
the counsels of to-day (only that the error is safe from detection), it 
can hardly be questioned that if the opportunity had be^n judiciously 
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used, the issue would have been verj different from what it was. So 
great a charge in the direction of popular feeling when it was aa yet 
only beginning to feel its strength, could hardly have failed to alter 
the course of events both at home and abroad. I can even conceive 
that it might have saved Europe her thirty years' war and England 
her great Eebellion. 

Had a Parliament been elected under a general impression that 
the business in hand was to arm in defence of the religious liberties 
of Europe, we are well warranted by the issue of similar experiments 
both before and after in concluding that the Lower House would 
have been liberal of subsidies. And if at the same time the particu- 
lar points in dispute between the Commons and the Crown could 
have been quietly removed out of the way, and the King could have 
been persuaded to consent to some arrangement which would put it 
out of his power to indulge his taste in future for that thoughtless 
liberality in giving which was the origin of those illiberal anxieties 
about getting that lost him so much majesty in the eyes of his sub- 
jects, — and if he could have acted his part well enough (for the as- 
sumption of an air of confidence and indifference at such a time 
would have required good acting), — the experiment, though bold, 
would have been far from hopeless. 

But there were two difficulties in the way, — one of which I think 
Bacon cannot have been fully aware of. If to prepare against dan- 
ger to religion from the intermarriages between France and Spain 
was to be the business of the session, the rumour of a marriage to be 
arranged between our own Prince of Wales and the Infanta would 
be a very intractable item in the programme. How Bacon proposed 
to treat it, we have seen ; and one would like to know whether when 
he submitted that suggestion to the King he was aware of the state 
of the negotiation. If he did not know that such a proposal was 
under consideration (which is possible, for it was conducted with 
careful secrecy) we could only infer that he would not himself have 
advised the King to entertain it seriously. But if he knew that it 
had taken. the shape of a series of formal articles, proposed b} the 
King of Spain and accepted by the King of England as a basis for 
negotiation (which was the state of things at the end of June, 1615),^ 
we must suppose that he meant to interpose a very bold and empha- 
tic warning against it. As an officer of the government who was 
not a councillor, he could hardly have represented to the King more 
distinctly the inconvenience of the policy which he was meditating 
than by recommending him to let the prospect of it to be held out 

* See a paper by Mr. S. B. Gardiner in the 'Arohoologia,* vol. IxL 
VOL. V. O 
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in terrorem to bis Parliament, as a thing so hateful that they would 
be the readier to take away the motive to it — which was the financial 
embarrassment. That in his private opinion the Spanish match would 
be a very impolitic measure, is clear upon either supposition. 

The other difficulty was the want of harmony in the King^s own 
household, which threatened discord in action. There were factions 
at Court both political and personal. But I imagine that the divi- 
sions which Bacon referred to were chiefly political : as between the 
supporters of the French alliance on one side and the Spanish on 
the other ; each interested in discrediting their rivals, and therefore 
in thwarting whatever measures they favoured. Unless provision 
could be made against this contingency, it would be better to let the 
thing alone ; and James resolved, before committing himself further, 
to ascertain how his Councillors were disposed. Of the opinions of 
six of them, as delivered in the formal debate which took place at 
the Board, Mr. Gardiner has stated the substance. But the report 
which he found among the State Papers, being incomplete, leaves 
us uninformed as to the opinions of the rest, among whom (since 
they spoke in order, beginning with the lowest) were all the most 
ancient members, — all in fact who had been of the Council above a 
year and a half. " It would have been interesting," he says, " to 
know how the question under discussion was received by those who 
sate at the upper end of the table."^ And I am fortunately able to 
supply the information. Among the Harleian Manuscripts in the 
British Museum (in a collection of papers of which the catalogue gives 
no indication) is a very good and quite complete report of the 
whole proceeding ; which, as containing conclusive evidence of the 
position taken by the King and his advisers at this time upon the 
questions raised in Bacon's memorial, seems to me important enough 
to be worth printing without abridgment; abstracts being always 
unsatisfactory things where the reader has not the means of referring 
to the original. 



Consultation and pbbfabation fob a Pabliahknt at Whitehall 
THB 24 OF Sbptbmbeb 1615, bt the Lobds of the Council.' 
[Given me by 8» Saihtbll Sands.'] 

On Sunday the 24th of September his Mat^ afler his return from the pro- 
gress, having his Council with him at Greenwich, made a short declaration 
to them by way of repetition of what he had often said to them before, con- 
cerning the establishing of his estate, as well by payment of his debts as 
by reducing his expenses to an equality with his revenews ; and fell upon 

' Gkrdiner, ?oL ii. p. 253. ' Karl. MSS. 4289, 224 h, > An mt^rlineation. 
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some particulars in that point of abating Lis expenses, as namely of Ire- 
land. And thereupon was moved by my Lo. of Canterbury that he would 
give in charge to his Council that they should take every several head by 
itself (which had been before spoken of) and not to depart from that head or 
title, till they had concluded in it: as if they began with Ireland, to pursue 
Ireland ; if with the Navy, to pursue the Nuvy, and so etc. This being 
well liked by his M. and all his Council, it was yet proposed by some of 
them that this course of abatement, though it would be a great ease in one 
point, to keep the canker of his estate from fretting further, yet would 
not suffice to redeem him out of his necessities, for it would help nothing 
towards the payment of his debts ; and so it was insinuated uuto him that 
there was no likelihood of a perfect subsistence but by relief of his people, 
which must be by Parliament. Upon which motion, after some alterca- 
tion about the difficulties of having a Parliament, it pleased his Ma. to 
come to this direction, that his Council in their next consultations, should 
consider, first whether there were any means to provide for his M.'s sub- 
sistence without a Parliament. Secondly, if not without a Parliament, 
what preparation their Lps. should think fit to be made before a Parlia- 
ment, which might give good hope of success : for that as on the one side 
he would not avoid a Parliament if he might see likelihood of comfort by 
it, knowing it to be anciently the way of his progenitors : so on the other 
side he would rather suffer any extremity than have another meeting with 
his people and take an a£front. Upon this direction their Lps. met at 
Whitehall the 25*^ of September (being Monday) in the afternoon, and 
were soon agreed with general consent that for the payment of his M. 
debts there was no way that they could think on, honourable and ordinary, 
but by- contribution in Parliament. So that the second point rested only 
in consideration what preparation was to be made for a Parliament ; and 
did agree Uiat the next morning, being Tuesday, the Council should meet 
and deliver every man singly by himself in order his opinion upon that 
matter of preparation. And the meeting held in the morning, but when 
it came to speaking, some seemed to have misconceived the former day's 
resolution, and to press the particular heads of abatements, and to proceed 
thereon ; which others contradicted. And after some dispute the former 
resolution was confirmed by general consent, that there was no way of 
solid relief for his M. but by Parliament : and therefore the point of pre- 
paration necessary to be speedily debated. To which because some of the 
company alleged they were not provided to speak so suddenly, time was 
taken till Thursday morning following, the 28*^ of September, and so to be 
debated that mobming ; that his M. might have their Lps. resolutions that 
afternoon before his going to Greenwich to the Queen, where he was to 
keep Michaelmas day, and on Saturday to be gone towards Boyston. 
According to which conclusions their Lps. met at Whitehall on Thursday 
morning ; where the order being before taken that every one should de- 
liver his opinion in rank, as they sate, beginning at the lowest end, accord- 
ing to the ancient manner of consultation, Sir Thomas Lake, being first 
to speak, delivered his opinion to this efiect following. 

o2 
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S' ThoB. ]\f y Xx)rcl8, 1 take it for concluded by general consent of yon all at two 
^ meetings in this place, that there is no means honourable ordinary and 
certain, to provide for his M.'s subsistence but by way of Parliament : com- 
prehending in the title of subsistence the payment of his debts as well as 
the ordering of his expenses. All states subsist by two principal ways ; by 
means and by reputation : and reputation is as essential and of as great 
moment to a Prince's well doing as is his means. Ajid in reputation no- 
thing more honourable or available than is the opinion of the love of his 
people, and of a perfect unity between their Sovereign and them. That 
there have been breaches and unkindnesses betwixt the K. and his people, 
your Lps. know by what hath happened in Parliament. That these diffe- 
rences have detracted from his M's. reputation both at home and abroad 
you do not doubt. And that they were meet to be taken away, and his M. 
and his people better atoned, your Lps. can but hold it most necessary. And 
well that will not be done, or not so weU, as by meeting in Parliament. So 
that for my o^-n opinion, if there were any other ways probable to relieve 
his M. without a Parliament, if by this deliberation of your Lps. now in 
hand it shall appear to be likely that the same may be done by Parliament, 
I shall prefer the way by Parliament before any other, because it worketh 
to both the points of subsistence $ that is reputation as well as means, in 
settling of love and good will between the King and his people. Limiting 
still my opinion with this caution ; if upon consultation it shall be probable 
to your Lps. that such a preparation may be made as in your judgments 
may give his Ma. hope to reap such fruit and comfort of a Parliament as 
heretofore his progenitors have done. So that the preparation to a Par- 
liament is the proper subject of this day's consultation, and that where- 
upon we are to speak, and to which I address myself. 

Preparation in general is first to take away such impediments and ob- 
stacles as have been noted to have been the hindrance of the people's 
kindness to the King, and then to do either before or in Parliament such 
things as may be grateful and pleasing to them. 

The obstacles and impediments have been of two kinds: one, an opinion 
and conceit taken by the people (which they have gathered out of miscon- 
struction of his M.'s bountiful and magnificent nature) of so great a faci- 
lity in him to give (which they miscall prodigality and lavishness) as that 
whatsoever they should give him would be misspent in private gifts, and not 
converted to the good of his estate. The other kind is in acts that have 
proceeded from his M. which have been ofiensively taken ; some to be against 
law, and some against the liberties and privileges of his people. To both 
these obstacles remedies must be provided : to those of the first kind, by 
such a course of proceeding of his Ma. and your Lps. as may work unto 
the people's minds a contrary opinion to that wherein they are : that is, 
that his M. now so well sees his error, as well in the excess of his gifts as 
of his ordinary expenses as that he is resolved to be a good husband in 
both hereafter. And to that end the course is to be pursued which your 
Lps. have already been about and are now in hand with ; that is, to move 
his M. to stay his hand from all manner of gifts, till his own estate be re- 
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dressed. And next, to proceed in the matter of abatements (which is be- 
gun) in the several titles which have been proposed : viz Ireland, the Navy, 
the Household, the Wardrobe ; and such other as may be thought upon. 
In which the aim must not be only (as my Lo. Cook hath well said) to 
make the expense equal to the revenew (for that will produce but a bare 
means to live from day to day) but to make the expense so far fall within 
the revenew as there may be to spare at the year's end ; and to lay up 
for a stock and store of money; without which no prince nor state hath 
assured establishment. 

The other points of obstacles, I said to be such as have been done offen- 
sively ; which do best appear by such grievances and petitions as have 
been delivered in former Parliaments ; in which that your Lps. may have 
a better light how to give satisfaction, either by removing them if there 
be cause, or by providing to give answers justifiable ; I am of the opinion 
of my Lo. Cook that your Lps. shall do well to call for them as they have 
been exhibited, and to deliver them to the King's learned counsel to be 
perused and reported to your Lps. And such of them as may be re- 
dressed by ordinary course of law to be recommended to the Judges to be 
relieved that way. And such as require an especial act of his M.'s to be 
moved to him to be redressed in such manner as your Lps. shall think 
meet. In this title of grievances I think your Lps. do not doubt but that 
the smart which hath most grieved the people and been most insisted 
upon is the matter of Impositions ; and therefore it is most seriously to 
be thought upon by your Lps. as a thing of tender handling between the 
honour of a King and the satisfaction of his Commons. I will not now dis- 
pute whether that the taking of them away will give a satisfaction, or whe- 
ther the point of right will be urged ; because that question is not proper 
to this day ; but will reserve to deliver my opinion tiU that point be 
brought to question. That which I now move to your Lps. is, that because 
his M. hath of late showed a gracious disposition to the taking of them 
away, or the most of them, that your Lps. will think it a thing necessary to 
be done, and enter into a consideration how and in what manner, with 
best respect to his M.'s honour, the same may be proceeded in ; for which 
purpose because there hath been a project delivered to his M. by Sir Lyo- 
nel Cranfield, and once moved unto your Lps. at this board ; who being a 
gentleman of good capacity and well understood in matters of merchan- 
dise, I could wish he were called to your Lps. and his project opened 
more at large and then taken into your consideration : and if to your wis- 
doms it seem to have a good appearance, then by you to be perfited ; or 
else some other to be thought upon which may like you better. And thus 
much for preparation of this kind. 

The second kind of preparation whicli I spake of as needful to be made 
doth consist of things grateful and pleasing to be done either before Par- 
liament or in Parliament : of which I have conceived some which I will 
open to your Lps. And to them I make no doubt but your great wisdoms 
and experiences will add many more of greater worth and moment. 

The first is the great matter of fishings upon the coasts of these king- 
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doms : a matter often spoken of by your Lpe, already entered into before 
the progress began, and a time appointed by your Lps to be had in the 
next term for a farther proceeding in it. It is a subject of a great extent, 
an universal benefit of the whole kingdom, especially to the port towns 
and maritime counties. And whether your Lps perfect it before Parlia- 
ment, it will be a very pleasing preparation ; or whether you reserve it to 
Parliament, it will be greedily embraced there. 

Another is the matter of importation and exportation which hath been 
already treated of by your Lps, and a course taken by you to satisfy your- 
selves whether the trades of the realm be overbalanced or no. And to 
that end Sir Lyonel Cranfield and Mr. Worsenam have once been de- 
puted, and will be ready to attend your Lps with the report. This is as 
universal and commodious as anything that can be thought upon for the 
good of the kingdom, and whether your Lps will proceed in it before Par- 
liament or reserve it for Parliament, is a subject very grateful to work 
upon. 

A third is the statute of employments ; worthy of your Lps care to be 
thought upon, because it enricheth the natural subject and curbeth the 
stranger. 

A fourth is the dyeing and dressing of clothes, which therefore I name 
as a matter fit to be handled in Parliament, because if it be found benefi- 
cial in the course which is begun, it may there be confirmed and esta- 
blished ; if incommodious, there may it*be altered and ordered, as shall 
be thought fit. 

A fifth is abolishing of obsolete laws and contrary one to another ; a 
matter which hath sometimes been thought upon by his M. and often 
spoken on in Parliament, and would no doubt be a good relief to the sub- 
ject. So that ail the means of preparation of both kinds, which I can 
think upon and have out of my poor judgment thought fit to present to 
your Lps are reduced to these heads. 

1. SUy ofgifta. 

2. Beducing of expenses and revenew to an equal, in their several titles : 

Ireland, the l^avy, the Household, the Wardrobe, 
d. Eemoving of grievances in general. 

4. Impositions in special 

5. The fishings. 

6. Importation and exportation. 

7. Imployments. 

8. Dying and dressing of clothes. 

9. Beforming of laws obsolete. 

These preparations of the one kind and of the other being duly made, and 
so proceeded in, as by your Lps wisdom they shall be disgested ; and such 
others added as in your Lps judgments will be thought upon ; I shall for 
my part have great hope that the natural kindness of the people of Eng- 
land to their princes shall revive again, and shew itself in a lib^^ andjree 
contribution towards the relief of his M.^s necessities. This is my opinfon, 
which T leave to the censure of your Lps greater wisdoms. 
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After Sir Tho. Lake spake next the Master of the Bolls, whose speech S' Julius 
was not long, but tended to the necessity of relieving the King, and that ^^^ar, 
his debts could not by any ordinary means be relieved but by Parliament : 
for a preparation whemnto he thought that the best way was the removing 
of such grievances as had been presented in former Parliaments; the par- 
ticulars whereof might appear by the Parliament Bolls, to which he re- 
ferred himself. And for the rest seemed to concur with that which Sir 
Thos. Lake had said. 

Next unto him the Clianoellor of the Buchy very briefly spake in effect, S' Tliomas 
that the King's necessities could not be holpen but by Parliament ; and ^^"7' 
that for preparation and order of proceeding thereto he can add nothing 
to that which had been said by those that spake before him. 

Then followed my Lo. Chief Justice, who spake at great length, begin- S' Edward 
ning with this : That for a foundation of his speech he would, being a law- Ckwke. 
yer, follow the custom of lawyers ; that is to put the case whereunto he 
was to speak. The case he found to be thus : that his M. was indebted 
7000000/.^ and his expense more than his revenew by 7 or 8 score thousand 
pound a year, two grievous wounds for any state ; the curing whereof was 
the scope of this present consultation. To the one, which is the excess of 
the expense above the revenew, he said there were two ways: one by 
abatement of the charge, the other by adding to the revenew. For the 
point of abatement, he jKished the course to be pursued which had been 
begun : that is, that their Lps should seriously proceed in the several titles 
which had been proposed : viz : Ireland, the Navy, the Household, the 
Wardrobe, and if any other should be thought upon. He renewed also a 
former motion of his own ; that the payment of all pensions should be staid 
till the King were out of debt : a course (he said) often practised by his 
M.*s progenitors in such like cases, and warranted by sundry Acts of Par- 
liament. In the point of addition, he spake only of putting in execution 
the statute of employments ; and that a due consideration might be had 
of the exportation and importation, whereby his M.'s revenew will be in- 
creased in his customs. Some other help he thought his M. might have 
by calling in question grants wherein he had been defrauded, which he 
thought was both warranted by law and would be of good example. 

Touching the payment of his M.'s debts, he insisted much that it was 
very necessary a remedy should be provided for it ; dividing the debts into 
3 natures : one of eating debts, such as were taken up at interest ; the 2** 
crying debts, due to soldiers, mariners, tradesmen, and such as live on la- 
bour ; the 8** pressing debts ; but named them not, nor explained not his 
meaning therein. He concluded that for the discharge of so huge a debt 
as 7000000/.' was, he knew no other way but by contribution of his M.'s 
subjects in Parliament ; a due preparation being made for it ; for without 
that, he agreed with others that it was not to be attempted. 

And concerning the preparation, he said he approved those heads that 

» So in MS. « So in MS. 
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had been touched before by others, and partly by himself: as namely, stay 
of gifts ; abating of expenses ; removing of grievances in general ; in spe- 
cial, some coarse to be taken in matters of impositions and grants offen- 
sive. And then added of his own, which had not been touched by any 
other, that he wished a collection might be made of his M.'s expenses in 
the first years of his reign, and of the reasons of them ; thereby to shew 
that they were necessary and fit for his honour. Which being represented 
in Parliament he thought would work to good purpose ; in making it ap- 
pear that all his M. great expenses proceeded not only out of facility and 
prodigality ; but that the multitude of foreign Embassadors and Princes 
resorting to him had forced him to an extraordinary expense, which with 
the honour and dignity of this kingdom could not be avoided. He wished 
also that in Parliament, if his M. thought good to have it, there might 
not be too much demanded, or pressed upon the people, lest the great- 
ness of the demand might disoourage them from giving at all. He wished 
also thst none of their Lps or other of the Council or any other great 
men of the land should meddle with the election of knights or burgesses ; 
but leave the people to their own choice ; for he had observed in the last 
Parliament that such interposing of great men and recommendations in 
those elections had been very offensive ; and withal that many bad crept 
in by those means, who had shewed themselves most adverse from the 
King. Further he wished that none of the King's learned counsel should 
be of the lower house, for two respects : one, that their presence there 
was not well taken ; the other, that there was great use of them above in 
the higher house. Last of all, he advised that for a duo consideration to 
be had of the several heads and titles which had been spoken of either 
this day or at other times at this board, their Lps should distribute them- 
selves into several companies, or Committies, of 5 or 6 in a company, and 
not above, and each company to have some several heads recommended 
to them, and special days appointed for their meetings ; to have power also 
to call to them all such ministers and officers of estate or private persons 
as they should think meet, and able to give any light to them of that 
which they had in hand. This he thought a better way both for expedi- 
tion and mature deliberation than to have everything handled at first by 
the whole Council-table : the Committies being limited when they had 
gone through with that which was committed to them, to make report of 
their doings and opinions to the whole Council-table; and there the matter 
to receive determination. 

This was the sum of his speech. 

S' Foulke After whom spake M' Chancellor of the Exchequer, who was not long. 
Gmill 2g began with an excuse of delivering his opinion in matters of so great 
moment ; for that he had not been long acquainted with that table. He 
said he would rather move some questions than deliver his advice ; one 
question was whether their Lps would hold it fit that everything that was 
vulgarly complained of were of necessity to be amended. All impositions 
were not unlawful ; nor all monopolies : in all ages and in all states some 
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of both kinds have been done and held warrantable. Another question 
was whether their Lps would not think that many of those things which 
were moved for preparation were meet to be referred to Parliament and 
handled there. It was a pleasing thing and popular to ask a multitude's 
advice ; besides, it argued trust, and trust begat trust ; and such a mu- 
tual confidence might perhaps dispose their minds to a greater freedom 
towards the King. For other matters, as well of debts as of expenses, he 
would not dissent from what had been spoken before, especially by the 
Lord Chief Justice. 

Next in room was Mr. Secretary, who put for a foundation that there S' Rafe 
was no way to redeem the King out of his necessities really and substan- Winwood. 
tially, but by the good will of his people in Parliament, and all other 
ways and means would prove frivolous, and time lost that should be 
spent in consideration of them. He approved that which others had 
spoken before him, and namely the Lo. Chief Justice, concerning the point 
of preparation ; but reduced all to three heads ; which he said were of 
most importance to be insisted on. The first was the point of Impositions, 
which had made greatest interruptions in the two last Parliaments, and 
was like to be most pressed : and therefore wished it to be most maturely 
considered in a special Committy, how that obstacle might be cleared and 
satisfaction given in it. His second point was composed of two of the Lo, 
Chief Justice^s motions : first that a collection might be made of all his 
M.*s expenses, with reasons to justify the necessity of them : the second 
was that the frauds committed upon the Crown by those which had been 
trusted in great offices might be called in question : a matter which would 
be very grateful and popular, and bring in benefit to the King. His third 
point proceeded merely from himself; that no greater inducement in Par- 
liament to give could be, than if they might receive assurance that what 
they would give might be converted to public uses, and not otherwise em- 
ployed; and wished their Lps. to take some consideration how satisfaction 
might be given in that point, when time should require. 

My Lord Wotton spake next after, and said he could not be long in his The Con- 
speech, because much of that he would have said was delivered already trowler 
by others ; namely by Sir Tho. Lake. He agreed with those that had voted ' ' 
before him, that his M.'s relief must come by Parliament : that before a 
Parliament must go a good and weU-disgested preparation ; better means 
of which he could not think upon than those which Sir Tho. Lake had 
already mentioned, and some of my Lord Chief Justice's : as namely, the 
removing of grievances ; clearing the matter of Impositions ; calling in of 
grants offensive ; reducing of expenses, etc. Only one thing he moved of 
his own, not delivering it as an advice or proposition to be presented to 
the King (except their Lps. did all concur with him), but only as a motion, 
that a Parliament might be called in Scotland before the Parliament in 
England, and something granted by them towards the payment of the 
King's debts, which he thought would be a good inducement here and a 
leading example, especially seeing Ireland had so lately done the like. 
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Next in order my Lo. Knowls delivered his opinion ; which in effect 
was to approve that which had been said before, namely by the Lo. Chief 
Justice, for naming several Committies for the consideration of the several 
heads now to be resolved on : and added for an increase of his M.*s revenew 
and a powerfiil preparation for a Parliament, that his M. might be moved 
by the Lords jointly that he would be pleased to be inclined to the dis- 
parking of some parks and disaforesting of some forests and chases lying 
so far off as that he took no pleasure in them. This, although likely to be 
distasteful to his M. at first, yet being of great use to further the ends 
their Lps. aimed at, and very grateful, as he conceived, to the people ; he 
said his M. by your Lps. authority might be induced to lend his ear thereto. 



the Cinq 
Ports. 
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The Lord The Lord Souche in order after him did not enlarge his speech to many 
"Warden of particulars, but only gave his assent to the ways of preparation which had 
been propounded before : namely by Sir Tho. I^e and the Lo. Chief 
Justice : to which he added only, that if there were some good course 
thought upon for the due execution of the laws against recusants, it 
would be in his opinion a very grateful and popular thing. And that 
great men should not meddle in election of knights and burgesses. He 
would add this also, that when his M. should resolve to have a Parliament, 
care might be had to carry it so that the people might not conceive that 
his M. was moved to it at the instigation and solicitation of any private 
persons ; but that it proceeded merely from himself and for public re- 
spects. He concurred also with the Lo. Knowls in the motion for dis- 
parking of parks and forests, and so ended. 



Poctor 
Andrews. 
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The Bishop of Winchester began his speech with an excuse for not de- 
livering his opinion in a matter of so great moment: for that he was new 
come to the table, and never heard any of those points whereof it seemed 
by those that went before him their Lps. had often had conference. For 
the matter of Parliament in general, he said that he knew of his own 
knowledge that the meddling in elections had done hurt, and likewise the 
conceit that the last Parliament was called at the instance and solicitation 
of private persons. And therefore agreed with the opinion of those that 
wished that against the next those courses and conceits might be pre- 
vented. He added of his own, out of his own profession of divinity, that 
he thought it a very good preparation that the people might be instructed 
and taught that relief to their Sovereign in necessity was due jure divino, 
and no less due than their allegiance and service. 



Viscount 
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My Lo. Fenton being next was short in speech, excusing his not giving 
of opinion ; the matter being weighty and he but a stranger in this com- 
monwealth, wherein he never had delighted to be curious. But for so far 
as his judgment did conceive by that which he had heard from other of 
their Lps., he assented m those things my Lo. Chief Justice had proposed. 
Only concerning the motion of a Parliament to be held in Scotland, he 
said it had been already performed ; for that within these two years there 
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had been one assembled there, which had given towards the payment of 
the King's debts. 

The Earl of Exeter spake next at good length, shewing the necessity of The Earl 
a Parliament, and insisted upon a speech of the Lo. Cook's that there was ^ ^^l^^*"- 
law in force to require a Parliament to be holden every year for redress 
of I he people's grievances. He said that Parliaments were called for two 
ends : the one for ease of the people's grief, the other for relief of the King. 
And that the first was a preparation to the other. So as he wished that 
all due preparation might be made before any were called. And that for 
preparation many good things had been moved by those that had spoken 
before him,; as well in the point of grievances and removing of obstacles 
as in doing of things grateful and pleasing. In the removing of obsta- 
cles he insisted much upon calling in grants offensive, especially those 
of surrounded grounds, which he knew to be very grievous. In the point 
of doing things pleasing he pressed the abating of expenses ; saying, relief 
by subsidies in Parliament if it were obtained, was but a relief temporary ; 
whereas abatement of expense was an easement both certain and perpe- 
tual. He added further that among other things to be done for content- 
ment, he thought none more necessary than to redress the excess of ap- 
parel, now grown so superfluous as was both a surcharge to the realm in 
genera], and in particular to most gentlemen and householders of England 
a canker in their estates. 

After him the Earl of Pembroke spake pertinently, but succinct; shew- The Earl 
ing there was no real way to relieve the King but by contribution of his ?^ ^^' 
people in Parliament which as he held for fundamental on the one part, so i^^ 
did he hold it for no less fundamental on the other side that a Parliament 
was not to be attempted without due preparation. Howsoever some diffi- 
culties might be objected, yet he did not despair but that such preparation 
might be as should give hope of good success ; he allowed the two ways of 
preparation which had been before moved ; that is, removing of matters 
offensive, and establishing of things pleasing. In the former he touched 
specially the matter of Impositions, which he wished to be maturely con- 
sidered of by their Lps., not doubting but if that might be accommodated, 
the rest would be easy enough. To the other point of things grateful and 
pleasing, he allowed of the propositions moved by others before ; spe- 
cially the reducing of expenses to an equality with the revenew ; which 
conceit of husbandry would be a great encouragement to the people to 
give. Last of all he approved the Lo. Chief Justice's motion for several 
Committies to be assigned for the several heads of this consultation. 

The Lord Admiral in his speech said only, that he could not be of other jhe Earl 
opinion than they were who had gone before him : that is, that the best of Noting- 
way to relieve the King was by Parliament, being prepared by such cau- *™i^ 
tions as had been moved : yet thought it not unfit to let their Lps. know a 
doubt he had conceived ; that the preparations which had been moved would 
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not suffice ; for that there had been offered to the house in some former 
sittings 80 great and large promises of retribution from the King, as per« 
haps they would expect the like to be made again, and not be willing to 
give but on such conditions. This scruple recommending to their Lps' con- 
siderations he gave his consent to the other particulars which had been 
moved ; and namely to the distribution of the several branches of consul- 
tation to several Committies. 

f Le - The Duke's speech tended to this, that he would not take upon him to 

QQx, interpose his own judgment in things of so great moment as these which 

15. were now in consultation ; but rather rely upon the opinion of others 
more experienced in the affairs of this country than he. He approved the 
ways of preparation which were proposed before. He concurred specially 
with those who had moved the disparking of some forests and chases. 
Only to the motion of a Parliament in Scotland, he answered the same 
had been already done, and money given towards the payment of the 
King's debts. 

The Earl The Lord Treasurer next in order said summarily, that he would not dis- 
®^ ^ijf^^* ^^*' ^^ ^^ many great Councillors and men of understanding as before 
him had delivered their opinions. That the solid way to relieve the King 
was by contribution of his people in Parliament. He did approve the 
ways of preparation which others had presented before, and thought they 
could not be more or better readily conceived, specially than that of the 
Impositions, so as the same were handled with a due respect to his M.'s 
honour. Only he added that he could not but move a doubt, that stock 
deeply with him : which was that the taking away of Impositions de facto 
would not satisfy the Parliament, but that the point of right would be in- 
sisted on ; which if it were once moved, was of so great a difficulty and so 
nearly touched his M.'s honour, as he knew not how it could be salved ; 
and therefore wished their Lps. to have a special consideration of that 
point ; either how it mought not be moved, or, if it were, how to be satis- 
fied. He approved the motion of the Lo. Chief Justice for special Com- 
mitties, and so ended. 

The Lord The Lord Chancellor next spake at good length, and said that he had 
Chancellor heard nothing moved this day, which had not often before been spoken of 
^^jy*^' at that board; and namely in July last, before the Progress; which he 
verified out of a paper of notes taken by him then and at other times. In 
the matter of Impositions, which he perceived was the hardest knot to un- 
tie, he would not speak of his M. right of imposing, nor ever give consent it 
should be spoken of in Parliament or elsewhere ; as he had never liked 
the moving of the question : it should suffice him to teJk of the conve- 
niency or inconveniency of the rates and quantity ; and of the time when 
fit and unfit ; and within those bounds he wished others to be contained, 
and would contain himself when he delivered his opinion, as occasion 

> So in MS. 
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should be ministered. He never liked of novelties, especially in Parliament, 
as were the new terms of Contribution and Eetribution, which he thought 
had done much hurt. He wished the old course of Parliament to be 
holden between the King and his subjects ; that is, that his M. should 
grant them good laws, and they give him convenient relief, as his occasions 
should require. That for the matter now in question of preparation, he 
wished many things now si>oken of had been abeady executed : for they 
had been so long since and so often spoken of, as ere this time some e£Pect 
might have been seen, if they had been followed. Out of his notes in his 
paper, he confirmed his saying, particularly reciting the several branches 
which had been this day' moved and some which had not been touched. 
First the reducing of expenses to equality by way of abatement, and staying 
of gifls ; which his Lp. said had been termed to stop the running of the cis- 
tern. 2***' Th^ stay of pensions and annuities, or some part of them, until 
his M.'s debts be paid. 3. Examining of fees unnecessary and which 
mought be avoided. 4. The matter of importation and exportation. 5. That 
of Impositions, what might stand and what be removed, and when and 
how. 6. The statutes concerning trade to be put in execution, and of 
employments. 7. The matter of monies in the inequality of the standard 
between us and our neighbours, supposed to be a great cause of the trans- 
porting of our gold and silver into foreign parts. 8. The disparking of 
forests and chases. 9. The improving of his M.'s wastes. 10. The selling 
of remainders, where many issues be extant. 11. Surrounded grounds. 
12. Titles not lying in parishes certain. 13. Grants whereby his M. had 
been defrauded, and which were voidable in law. 14. Divers statutes which 
lay dead, especially concerning strangers, to be revived and executed, 
being such as would bring benefit to his M. and his people. These seve- 
ral heads, his Lp. said, had been formerly moved but foreslowed. He 
wished they might now be quickened and pursued, as things whereof some 
were good means to bring the King relief by themselves ; some others 
good preparations for a Parliament ; and some others fit to be treated in a 
Parliament. He urged expedition to be used, and for expedition that the 
Lo. Cook's motion might be followed concerning the distribution of several 
heads to several committies. 

My Lord of Canterbury being in course last, said that he had taken as Doctor 
great pleasure in this day's work as in any that ever he had been at in that Abbot. 
place. He doubted not but that the issue of it would prove to the great 
glory of Grod, and great comfort of his M. for although the things then 
moved had been before questioned at this board, yet were they never han- 
dled so seriously and methodically, nor to such an end as was now aimed at. 
Concerning his M.'s relief he said that he agreed with those that held that 
the same could no way so honorably be done as by the good will of his 
M.'s people in Parliament, understanding a Parliament so prepared and or- 
dered, as might carry with it a likelihood and probability of bringing good 
success. For preparation he approved the method delivered by Sir Tho- 
mas Lake ; which consisted in removing of obstacles and performing of 
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things grateful and pleasing. In the particular branches of boUi he as- 
sented to the propositions had been made by others, which he repeated seve- 
rally out of notes which he had taken. Of his own he added nothing : only 
gave his advice for secrecy to be used in the handling of these seyeral 
things, saying that secrecy was the grace of all councils and the way to 
bring them safely to their ends. He did the rather urge this matter of 
secrecy upon an accident which happened at the first consultation before his 
M. at Greenwich, where a gentleman under colour of shutting the door, 
after the Council was gone in to the King, sheltered himself behind the 
door, listened a great part of the consultation, till he was spied by the 
Prince, whose eye he perceiving to be bent towards him, he retired. Last 
of all he gave his approbation to the disposing of particular breaches to 
several Committies, as the readiest way for better expedition and mature 
consideration. 

Thus ended their Lps. speeches. Then collection being made of the 
several heads thought meet to be handled by way of preparation for a 
Parliament, and jointly withal for his M.'s relief, they were found to be 
these in number following : viz : 

1. Stay of gifts. 

2. Beducing of expenses by abatement (in Ireland; the Navy; the 

Household ; the Wardrobe) to the proportion of the revenew. 

3. Eemove of grievances in general. 

4. Impositions in special. 
6. Fishings. 

6. Importation and exportation. 

7. The matter of employments. 

8. The abolishing of laws obsolete. 

9. A justification of his M.'s expenses. 

10. Not to meddle with the election of knights and burgesses. 

11. A Parliament in Scotland to precede. 

12. Parks, forests, and chases. 

13. Execution of laws against Eecusants. 

14. Matter of monies. 
16. Secrecy. 

16. Execution of statutes against strangers. 

17. Assurance that money given should be converted to public uses. 

This consultation being ended before dinner, their Lps. attending the 
King before his going to Greenwich, it pleased him to ask of them what had 
been done that morning: whereupon my Lord's Once of Canterbury (now 
also offering to do it) who had taken large notes of what had passed, did 
make a summary report of the method of the proceeding, and then in order 
repeated particularly all the heads above mentioned. To all which his M. 
gave consent for particular consideration to be had of them ; save that he 
was adverse to the disparking of parks, forests or chases. In staying of 
the pensions he said many difficulties would fall. And affirmed Scotland 
had kept Parliament already. The other 14 heads his M. left to their 
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Lps. to consider on, likinf^ the order of ripening the particulars in several 
Committies, wishing expedition in the proceedings, and so departed. 

On Michaelmas day after dinner the Lords met, and distributed them- 
selves into several Committies : to each Committy several causes and times 
of meeting were allotted, as after follow. 

There cannot, I think, be any reasonable doubt that all this was 
in eame&t, and that we have here a true picture of the position in 
which the King and his Councillors of State stood towards the Le- 
gislature. None of them thought that the government could be 
carried on satisfactorily without the help of Parliament. All of 
them felt that to call in the help of Parliament without first remov- 
ing the causes of quarrel and misunderstanding would be worse than 
useless. But they all hoped (more or less confidently) that with 
proper preparations a reconciliation might be effected, and all agreed 
in a general way as to the kind of preparations to be made. The 
King approved the course they recommended, and directed them to 
set about it at once. And the next day they arranged the several 
committees, so that each several head of inquiry might be entered 
upon in earnest at the beginning of the next week. 

What would have come of it, must be left to conjecture.^ The 
business was interrupted by a great accident which threw other work 
upon the hands of the G-ovemment, and made the time altogether 
unfit for the trial of such an experiment : as we shall ^ee in the next 
chapter. 

' A letter from the Council to the King, dated 27 November (S. P. Dom. vol. 
IxxxiiL no. 68), reporting the result of several deliberations on the question of 
calling a Parliament, and recommending him to order a meeting of the whole 
Council to discuss it, cannot (I think) beS>ng to the year 1615. The month-date 
is very clearly written, but the year-date may be read either 1615 or 1613. 27 
November 1613 is a very Ukely date for such a letter. See Vol. IV. p. 368. But 
it is difficult to suppose that it was written within two months of whiett passed on 
the 28th of September, 1615. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

A.D. 1615. JSTAT. 55. 

1. 

Two years before the time at which we have now arrived, Sir Thomas 
Overbury, Somerset's great friend and adviser, died in the Tower, to 
which he had been committed for contempt. In the summer of 1615 
a report reached Winwood that there was reason for suspecting that 
he died bj violence. This report he mentioned casually to the Earl 
of Shrewsbury as a blot upon the reputation of Sir Oervase Hell- 
wysse, who was Lieutenant of the Tower at the time. Hellwysse, 
hearing of it from the Earl, volunteered a statement to "Winwood ; 
in which he admitted that there had indeed been a design to poison 
Overbury by the hands of Richard Weston, the under-keeper ; but 
asserted that he had himself detected, dissuaded, and taken measures 
to prevent, though he had not revealed it. This Winwood reported 
to the King, who immediately gave orders that Hellwysse should be 
required to set down his declaration in writing. lo the declaration 
which he drew up in obedience to this command Hellwysse admitted 
not only that he had himself discovered the intention of Weston to 
poison Overbury, but that he had since heard from Weston that 
Overbury was really murdered, and that it was done with a clyster 
administered afterwards by an apothecary's boy, who had been 
bribed. The only actor in the business that he knew of, besides 
Weston, was (he said) one Mrs. Turner ; who, as soon as she heard 
that the case was likely to be inquired into, had sent Weston to 
sound him and find out how much he knew, and what part be was 
likely to take. But he admitted that, though he had " set down the 
truth," it was " peradventure not the whole truth," and as it seems 
that in his first communication to Winwood he had excused his own 
silence as proceeding from his fear of ** impeaching or accusing great 
persons," the words were understood as an intimation that the So- 
mersets were in some way implicated.^ 

^ S. P. Dom. James I., toI. Ixxxi. no. 86. 
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This declaration was dated the 10th of September. On reading 
it, the King, who does not appear to have heard of the rumour be- 
fore, referred the matter to " some Councillors," with directions to 
inquire in the first place whether there was any ground for such an 
imputation upon the Somersets ; and if they found it to be a ground- 
less calumny, then who was the author of it.^ The case proved on 
inquiry to be so grave that it was thought expedient to put it into 
the hands of Coke, as the man most practised in such investigations 
and the highest officer of justice ; who appears to have entered on 
the work on the 27th, — the day before the meeting of the Council 
upon the Parliament question. Examinations were taken by him 
daily during the next week ; and though the matter was still dark, 
the evidence began to tell so strongly against the Somersets that he 
thought it prudent to strengthen himself with the help of persons of 
higher rank than his own. For this purpose he went himself to 
Boyston to speak with the King : who upon his representation of 
the state of the case, joined in commission with him the Lord Chan- 
cellor, the Duke of Lenox, and Lord Zouch. The date of their com- 
mission is not positively known ; but I have little doubt that Mr. 
Gardiner is right in inferring that it was delivered to Coke in person 
at Eoyston on the evening of Friday the 13th of October.* The. 
first meeting of the Commissioners was on the 15th. On the 16th 
Somerset (who had in the meantime been to Eoyston and back)^ 
finding that he could not prevent the inquiry from going on, took a 
step which tended to increase the suspicion against him. Being 
still at large, and still holding the seals of his office, he sent a pur- 
suivant, accompanied by a constable and a locksmith, to the house of 
Weston's son, with a warrant '* to search for bonds and writings con- 
cerning Mrs. Hynde ;'* under pretence of which, " divers writings 
concerning Mrs. Turner " were seized and carried away. The Com- 
missioners, seeing that Mrs. Turner was at the time the King's pri- 
soner on a charge which was under investigation by the King's 
Commission, considered this so great a contempt that they at once 
ordered both Somerset and the Countess to keep their several cham- 
bers, and see nobody except their own necessary servants. And 
when they found that, in spite of this, the very next morning So- 
merset had endeavoured to get a message conveyed to Mrs. Turner, 
they committed him to close custody under the charge of Sir Oliver 
St. John.* All which havipg reported to the King on the 18th, 

' Directions read in Court at the arraignment of the Countess, and the original 
shewn to the Peers. See State Trials. 
' * ArchsBolosia,' toL xli. 

» Gondomars letter printed by Mr. Gardiner in the * Archoologia,' vol. xli. 
* The Judges of the King's Bench to the King, 18 Oct. S. P. Pom. James I. 

TOL. V. P 
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they received a message from bim the next day signifying approval of 
their proceedings, and encouraging them to proeecate the business. 

So far the inquiry had been conducted with seal, diligence, and 
discretion by all parties. The King had entrusted it to Commis- 
sioners unexceptionable in character and position, and given them 
full liberty of action. The Commissioners in dealing with it had 
followed the order prescribed by law, which required that the prin- 
cipal should be convicted before the accessary were tried, and re- 
garded as principal not the man who contrives and procures, but the 
man who executes the deed. And though the evidence implicated 
the Somersets only as accessaries, there can be no doubt that it fully 
justified the Commissioners in placing them under restraint in the 
meantime, that they might be forthcoming, if the principals were 
found guilty, to answer for their own part in the transaction. 

But the next proceeding, in which Coke acted on his own judg- 
ment without consulting the other members of the Commission, was 
not so judicious. The case against Weston, who was accused of ac- 
tually administering the poison, was now supposed to be complete ; 
and on the 19th of October he was brought up for trial. In order 
that the trial might proceed according to law, it was necessary that 
he should ** put himself upon his country." This he refused to do. 
In that case (strange to say) the law had then only one weapon by 
which it could enforce its own authority. It could order him to be 
put under physical pressure till he either consented or died. The 
nature of which alternative — the peine forte et dure — having been 
carefully explained to him, the trial was adjourned for four days in 
hope that he would think better of it. So far well. But there was 
a large audience that day in Court, including " some of the nobility 
and many gentlemen of great quality," who had gathered to hear tbe 
news, and would be much disappointed if they were sent empty 
away. . For their benefit the Judges thought meet (I use Coke's 
own words) " to have openly and at large read the confessions of the 
said Bichard Weston, and the testimonies of others, as well concern- 
ing the fact of the said Richard Weston as the Earl and Countess of 
Somerset, and Mrs. Turner ; without sparing any of them, or omitting 
anything material against them." This was required (Coke said) by 
" the necessity and course of the evidence," because " it appeared 
thereby that the said Richard Weston was procured and wagered by 
some of them." A strange reason for a strange proceeding ! For if 
the story could not be told without what amounted to a declaration 
from the Bench of the guilt of parties who had not yet been so 
much as accused, it would surely have been better to leave it untold. 
All that the audience needed to know was why the trial did not go 
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on ; and for tbat it would have been enough to say that according 
to law a prisoner who refused to put himself upon his country could 
not be tried, and Weston refused to put himself upon his country. 
But Coke had not yet arrived at the great principle which he was 
destined to discover before he died -^ and whether it were that he 
wished to commit the King irrevocably to the prosecution of Somer- 
set, or only that he could not hold in his secret any longer, he cer- 
tainly did think it right on that occasion for the Judges of the 
King's Bench "to deliver their opinion beforehand of a criminal 
case which was to come before them judicially,'' — an opinion not 
private but conspicuously public, — and of a case in which they had 
not yet heard one word of what the accused persons had to say in 
explanation or defence. It is true that the story was told not by 
Coke himself, but by Sir Lawrence Hyde, the Queen's Attorney, 
who conducted the prosecution : but being told by direction and in 
presence of the Judges, it could not have been mistaken by the 
public for anything less than the declaration of the Court. And 
when Weston was persuaded at last to plead, and brought up again 
for trial on the 23rd of October, it had to be told over again. 

2. 

Before the trial commenced (into the details of which I need not 
enter, as Bacon had nothing to do with it) Weston expressed a hope 
that they were not making a net to catch the little fishes and let the 
great ones break through : words which seemed to imply a charge 
against others guiltier than himself. Coupled with the extraordi- 
nary revelations which had been made in Court, they naturally 
caused a great deal of curiosity and excitement, and the friends both 
of Overbury and of Somerset were impatient to hear the interpreta- 
tion. On the morning of the 25th, the day appointed for his execu- 
tion, a distinguished company assembled at Tyburn to hear his last 
words; and when it appeared that he was going to die without 
making any further disclosure, the following scene occurred, as de- 
scribed the next day by one who had a principal part in it. 

" At the execution of Bichard Weston there were present together Sir 
John Hollis, Sir Thomas Vavasor, Sir John Wentworth, Mr. Sackvill, 
S^ John Ayres, Sir William Mounson, Sir Henry Vane, and others : and 
many of them spake together, and asked Weston whether he had poisoned 
Sir Thomas Overbury or not P Whereupon this examinate asked Weston 
whether he poisoned Sir Thomas Overbury or noP Who answered 

> See above, Chap. IV. § 6. 

p 2 
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^ihat he had left his mind behind with the Lord Chief Justice : and remem- 
bereth that upon his question to Weston, Sir John Wentworth said ' Sir 
John, it is nobly said, — ask him again :' but this examinate, seeing advan- 
tage taken of his words, held his peace."' 

This examinate was Sir John Lidcot, brother-in-law of Overburj, 
who appears to have asked the question in the expectation that 
Weston would confirm the story that had been told, and so satisfy 
the world. Sir John Wentworth on the other hand was an ally of So- 
merset's, and urged him to repeat the question in the hope that be 
would repudiate it. On both sides the curiosity was natural enough, 
as we see to this day that whenever a man is convicted of murder 
with mystery there is always an intense curiosity to obtain a confes- 
sion from him before he dies ; but when a man had been by due pro- 
cess of law found guilty and was about to suffer the penalty, to ask 
him publicly whether he was guilty or not, was an affront to justice 
which could not be permitted or passed over. Several of the parties 
were committed to prison, and it was resolved to bring two of them 
— Sir John Wentworth and Sir John Hollis — before the Star 
Chamber : and along with them one Thomas Lumsden who, though 
not present on this occasion, had been guilty of a kindred offence in 
sending the King an account of the first day's proceedings in Wes- 
ton's case, which being referred to Coke was pronounced " false 
and malicious." It was Bacon's duty to prepare the information 
against them : and it appears to have been the first proceeding 
connected with the Overbury trials in which he had to take any part, 
either private or public. But before the case came on, another im- 
portant step had been taken. 

When the King first heard of the adjournment of Weston's trial, 
he wanted him to be confronted in the interval with the Countess 
and with Mrs. Turner, and, if needful, with the IJarl himself.* This, 
if it could have been done, would probably have cleared up several 
points which remain to this day doubtful. But Coke told him that 
" a re-examination or confronting, after a public conviction of the 
party delinquent, was not such as had been used in the course of his 
laws."* And it was not till the 25th of October, after Weston's exe- 
cution, that Somerset was examined. The result of his examination 
that afternoon, and again on the 28th, was a report, signed by all the 
Commissioners, that there was *' vehement suspicion, and that the 
matter upon consideration of the examinations and testimonies was 

^ The examination of Sir John Lidcot, Knight, taken this 26th of October, 
1615. S. P. Dom. James I., vol Ixxxii. no. 109. 
' Letter to Coke, 20 Oct. : to the Commissioners, 21 Oct. S. P. Dom. James I. 
* The Judges to the King, 22 Oct. S. P. Dom. James I.^ yd. Ixxii. no. 86. 
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pregnant against him for being accessary to the poisoning of Sir 
Thomas Overbury before the fact done :" and that it was ** necessary 
that he should be committed to the ToWer :"i and on the 2nd of No- 
vember he was deprived of the i^als and staff of office, and committed 
to the Tower accordingly.* On the 7th Mrs. Turner was tried as an 
accessary, found guilty, and sentenced to be hanged; though the 
sentence bad not yet been carried out, when on the 10th Bacon had to 
appear in the Star Chamber and deliver his charge against the gen- 
tlemen who had questioned Weston on the scaffold. 

This Charge was first printed, with a few omissions, by Wilson in 
his *Life of James I.* (1653); afterwards, from another copy, by 
Eawley in the Eesuscitatio ; with the following title : ** The charge 
of Sir Francis Bacon, the King's Attorney General, against M. L. 
S. W. and H. I. for scandal and traducing of the King's justice in the 
proceedings against Weston : In the Star Chamber 10 Novemb. 
1615." The initials, as in the charge against Oliver St. John, were 
substituted for the names, in tenderness no doubt to the reputation 
of the persons implicated, or the feelings of their friends : a sentence 
in the Star Chamber being in those days regarded as a disgrace, 
which in their case there was no object in perpetuating. But there 
is among the State Papers a contemporary manuscript of this Charge 
which supplies the true names : and as it appears to me also to be a 
better copy, I have taken it for the text, giving the variations of 
Bawley's copy in the footnotes:; 

Sir Francis Bacon his accusation of Sir John Went- 
woRTH, Sir John Hollys and Mr., Lumsden.^ 

The offence wherewith I shall charge the three offenders at the 
bar^ is a misdemeanor of a high nature^ tending to the defacing^ 
of justice in a great cause capital. The particular charge is 
this. 

The King among many his princely virtues^ is known to 
excel in that proper virtue of the imperial throne, which is Jus- 
tice. It is a master virtue, unto which the other three are minis- 
trant and do service.^ Wisdom serveth* to discover, and discern 
of innocency and guiltiness.^ Fortitude to prosecute and execute. 
And^ temperance, so to carry justice as it be not passionate 

^ S. p. Dom. James I., vol. Izxxii. no. 68. ^ Camden. 

' S. P. Dom. James I., yoL Ixxxiii. no. 15. * Defacing and scandal : R. 

^ It is a royal Tirtoe which doth employ the other three cardinal yu^ues in her 
service : R. • Om. R. 

7 Discern nocent or innocent : R. ~ ' Om. R. 



214 LETTEBS AND LIFE OF FRANCIS BACON. [Chap. Tn. 

in the pursuit^ nor confused in involving persons,^ nor precipitate 
in time. For this his Majesty's virtue of justice, in him so well 
attended,* Gtxl hath of late raised an occasion, and erected as it 
were a stage or theatre, much to his honour, for him to show it 
and act it, in the pursuit of the violent and untimely^ death of 
Sir Thomas Overbury, and therein cleansing the land from 
blood. For, my Lords, if blood spilt pure cry to heaven, much 
more blood defiled with poison is not only a loud cry in Grod^s 
ears, but (to use the Scripture phrase without niceness) it is also 
a stench in his nostrils, I say in the nostrils of God and man.* 

This work of justice, the greater and more excellent it is,** you 
will soon conclude the greater is the offence of any that have 
sought to affront it or traduce it. And therefore, before I de- 
scend into the particular charge of these offenders, there I will 
begin ;' speaking somewhat of the general crime of impoison- 
ment, and then somewhat^ of the particular circumstances of this 
fact upon Overbury ; and thirdly and chiefly, of the King's great 
and worthy care and carriage in this business. 

The offence of impoisonment is most truly figured in that device 
or description which was made of the nature of Caius Caligula,^ 
that he was luium sanguine maceratum, mire mingled or cemented 
with blood. For as it is one of the highest offences in guiltiness, 
so it is the basest of all others in the mind of the offenders. 
Treasons magnum aliquid speciant : they aim at great things ; 
but this is vile and base. I tell your Lordships what I have 
noted, that in all God's books' both of the old and new testa- 
ment, I find examples of all other offences and offenders in the 
world in their kinds,^® but not any one of impoisonment^^ or an 
impoisoner. I find mention of some^* fear of casual impoison- 
ment : when the waters were corrupted and bitter,^* they came 
complaining in a fearful manner; Master, mors in oUa, And I 
find mention of poisons of beasts and serpents ; the poison of asps 

^ In inyolyin^ persons upon light suspicion : B. 

' R. omits this clause. » E. omits ** yiolent and." 

^ R. has only '* if blood spilt pure doth cry to Hearen in Gh)d*8 ears, much 
more blood denied with poison :'* omitting the rest. 

* This great work of his Majesty's justice the more excellent it is, your Lord- 
ships : R. 

f Before Ijdescend unto the charge of these offenders, I will set before your Lord- 
ships the weight of that which they haye sought to impeach : R. 

[ R. omits " somewhat." 8 of one of the Roman tyrants : R. 

'Book : R. w R. omits " in their kinds." " An impoisonment : R. 

" R. omits "some." " When the wild yine was shred into the pot : R, 
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is under their lips says the Psalm ;^ but I find no example in a 
human creature of a malicious and a murderous impoisonment. I 
think it was upon Solon's reason concerning parricide, ne, pro- 
hibendo admonere videretur? I have sometime thought of the 
words in the psalm, let their table be made a snare : which cer- 
tainly is most true of impoisonment ; for the table, the daily 
bread for which we pray, is turned to a deadly snare. But I 
think sure' that that was meant of the treachery of friends that 
were participitant of the same table. 

But let us go on. It is an offence, my Lords, that hath the 
two spurs of offending ; spes perficiendi, and spes celandi : it is 
easily committed, and easily concealed. It is an offence that is 
tanquam sagitta nocte volans ; it is the arrow that flies by night, 
it discerns not whom it hits ; for many times the poison is laid 
for one, and the other takes it. As in Sanders' case, where the 
poisoned apple was laid for the mother, it^ was taken up by the 
child, and killed the child. And so in that notorious case, 
whereupon the statute of 22 Hen. VIII. cap. 9, was made, where 
the intent being to poison but one or two, poison was put into a 
little vessel of barm that stood in the kitchen of the Bishop of 
B^x^hester's House ; of which Tjarm porrage or gruel was made, 
wherewith seventeen of the Bishop's family were poisoned. Nay 
divers of the poor that came to the Bishop's gate, and had the 
broken porrage in alms, were likewise poisoned. 

And therefore if any man will comfort himself, or think with 
himself. Here is great talk of impoisonment, I hope I am safe ; 
for I haye no enemies, nor I have nothing that anybody should 
long for : why that is all one ; for he may sit at table by one for 
whom poison was prepared, and have a drench of his cup, or of 
his porrage. And so, as the poet saith, concidit infelix alieno 
mdnere ; he may die another man's death. And therefore it 
was most gravely, and judiciously, and properly provided by that 
statute, that impoisonment should be high treason; because 
whatsoever offence tendeth to the utter subversion and dissolu- 
tion of human society, is in the nature of high treason. 

Lastly, it is an offence that I may truly say of it, non est 
nostri generis, nee sanguinis. It is, thanks be to (Jod, rare in 

1 R. omiU *< says the Psalm.** 

^ R. has ouly ** But 1 find no example in the book of God of empoisonment." 

» Rather: R. < And : R. 
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the island^ of Britany. It is neither of our couatry, nor of our 
church. You may find it ia Rome and* Italy. There is a re- 
gion' for it. And if it should come amongst us, certainly it 
were better living in a wilderness than in a court. 

For the particular fact upon Overbury. First, for the person 
of Sir Thomas Overbury : I knew the gentleman. It is true, 
his mind Was great, but it moved not in any great^ good order ; 
yet certainly it did commonly fly at good things. And the 
greatest fault that ever I heard by him was, that he made his 
friend his idol. But I leave him as Sir Thomas Overbury. 

But then take him as he was the King's prisoner in the Tower, 
and then see how the case stands. In that place the State is as 
it were a respondent to make good the body of a prisoner. And 
if anything happen to him there, it may (though not in this 
case, yet in some others) make an aspersion and a reflexion 
upon the State itself. For the person is utterly out of his own 
defence. His own care and providence can serve him to nothing.* 
He is in custody and preservation of law. And we have a maxim 
in our law (as my Lords the Judges know) that when a state is 
in preservation of law, nothing can destroy it, or hurt it. And 
God forbid but the like should be in persons.' And therefore 
this was a circumstance of great aggravation. 

Lastly, To have a man chased to death in such manner (as it 
appears now by matter of record ; for other privacy of the cause 
I know not^) by poison after poison, first roseaker, then arse- 
nick, then mercury sublimate, then sublimate again; it is a 
thing would astonish man's nature to hear it. The poets feign 
the Furies had whips, and that they were corded with poisonous 
snakes; and a man would think that this subject® were the 
very case, to have a man tied to a post, and to scourge him 
to death with snakes : for so may truly be termed diversity of 
poisons. 

Now I will come to that which is principal ; which is,' his Ma- 
jesty's princely, yea and as I may truly term it sacred proceed- 

* Isle: R. s OTi B. 

» A region or perhaps a religion : B. •• R. omito " areat ." 

* R. omito " to." 

• For the persons of those tiiat are in custody of law: R. 

' So in R. The MS. has « in the manner (as of the cause I know not),*'— a line 
having evidentlj been missed by the transcriber. 

• R. omito " subject." » The principal : that is : R. 
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ing in this cause ; wherein I will first speak of the temper of 
his justice, and then of the strength thereof. 

First, it pleased my Lord Chief Justice to let me know, that 
which I heard with great comfort, which was the charge that 
his Majesty gave to himself first, and afterwards to the Com- 
missioners in this case, worthy certainly to be written in letters 
of gold. Wherein his Majesty did forerank and make it his prime 
direction, that it should be carried without touch to any that 
was innocent.- Nay more, not only without impeachment, but 
without aspersion. Which was a most noble and a princely 
caution from his Majesty. For men's reputations are tender 
things, and ought to be used like Christ's coat, which was with- 
out seam.^ And it was the more to be respected in this case, 
because it 'met with two great persons ; a nobleman that his 
Majesty had favoured and advanced, and his Lady being of a 
great and honourable house (though I think it be true, that the 
writers say^ fchat there is no pomegranate so fair or so sound, 
but may have a perished kernel). Nay, I see plainly, that in 
those excellent papers of his Majesty's own hand-writing, being 
as so many beams of justice issuing from that virtue which doth 
so much^ shine in him ; I say, I see it was so evenly carried 
without prejudice, whether it were a true accusation of the one 
part, or a practice of a false accusation of the other, as shewed 
plainly that his Majesty's judgment was ianquam tabula rasa, as 
a clean pair of tables, and his ear ianquam janua aperia, 
not side open,^ but wide open to truth, as it should be dis- 
covered.^ Nay, I see plainly that at the first (till further light 
did break forth) his Majesty did not vouchsafe to call the first 
tale an information, but a rumour. This was a singular temper 
and indifferency.' 

As for the strength or resolution of his Majesty's justice, I 
must tell your Lordships plainly, I do not marvel to see Kings 
thunder out justice in cases of treason, when they are touched 
themselves, and that they are vindices doloris proprii : but that 
a King should, pro amove juslitue only, and^ contrary to the 

> Ought to be like Ohrist's coat without seam : R. 
» R. omito " flo much." » On : R. 

^ By Uttle and little disooTered : R. * As a gate, net nde open : R. 

* Was little moTed with the first tale ; which he Touohs^eth not so much as the 
name of a tale ; but calleth itantmoar, which is an headless tale : B. 
7 R. omits "and." 



218 LETTERS AM) LIFE OF FRANCIS BACON. [Chap.VII. 

tide of his own affection^ for the preservation of his own^ people, 
take such care of a ease of justice, that is rare and worthy to be 
celebrated far and near. For I think I may truly aflSrm, that 
there was never in this kingdom, nor in any other kingdom, 
the death of a private gentleman vindicated cum tanto motu 
regni, or to say better cum tanto plausu regni. If it had con- 
cerned the King or Prince, there could not have been better 
nor greater commissioners.' The term hath been almost turned 
into a justitium, or vacancy ; the people themsehes being more 
willing to be lookers-on in this business, than proceeders in 
their own.^ There hath been no care of discovery omitted, nor 
no moment of time lost. And therefore I will conclude this part 
with the saying of Salomon, Gloria Dei celare rem, et gloria 
Regis scrutari rem. And his Majesty's honour is the greater,* 
for that he hath shewed to the world in this business as it 
hath relation to my Lord of Somerset, (whose case I do in 
no sort^ prejudge, being ignorant of the secrets of the cause, but 
take^ him as the law takes him hitherto for a suspect) I say, 
the King hath to his great honour shewed, that were any man, 
in such a case of blood, as the signet of ^ his right hand, (as 
the Scripture says,) he would put him off.® 

Now will I come to the particular charge of these gentlemen, 
whose qualities and persons I respect and love ; for they are all 
my particular friends. But now I can only do this duty of a 
friend to them, to make them know their fault to the full. 

And therefore first I will by way of narrative tell you* the 
fact, with the occasion of it ; then you shall have their confes- 
sions read, upon which you are to proceed, together with some 
collateral testimony^^ by way of aggravation. And lastly I will 
note and observe to your Lordships the material points which I 
do insist upon for their charges,^* and so leave them to their an- 
swer. And this I will do very briefly. For the case is not per- 
plexed. 

That wretched man Weston, who was the actor or mechanical 
party in this impoisonment, at the first day being indicted by a 
very substantial jury of selected citizens, to the number of nine- 

* R. omit-8 •* own." ' Greater nor better commissionerB to examine it : R. 

• Than to follow their own : R. ♦ Much the greater : R. 
» In no sort I do : R. « Taking : R. ' Upon : R. 

^ Tet would he put him off : R. ^ Declare to your Lordships : R. 

i<> Testimonies : R. i^ Charge : R. 
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teen^ who found billa vera, yet nevertheless at the first stood 
mute. But after some days intermission, it pleased Gbd to cast 
out the dumb devil, and that he did put himself upon his trial ; 
and was by a jury also of great value, upon his own confessions,^ 
and other testimonies, found guilty. So as thirty-one sufficient 
jurors have passed upon him, and then he had also his judg- 
ment and execution awarded.^ After this, being in preparation 
for another world, he sent for Sir Thomas Overbury's father, 
and falling down upon his knees, with great remorse and com- 
punction, asked him forgiveness. And^ afterwards again of his 
own motion, desired to have his like prayer of forgiveness re« 
commended to his mother, who was absent. And at both times 
out of the abundance of his heart confessed that he was to die 
justly, and that he was worthy of death. And after again at his 
execution (which is a kind of sealing time of confessions,) even 
at the point of death, (although there were tempters about him, 
as you shall hear^) yet he did again confirm publicly, that his 
examinations were true, and that he had been justly and honour- 
ably dealt with. So here is the period of this man, which was 
the subject of this calumny and afiront of justice, which I shall 
now open to you respectively against these ofienders. 

Wherein first Mr. Lumsden plays his part,* whose offence sfands 
alone single, the offence of the other two being in consort ; and yet 
all three meeting in their end and center, which was to interrupt 
or deface this excellent piece of justice. Mr. Lumsden I say, mean 
while ^ between Weston's standing mute and his trial, takes 
upon him to make a most false, odious, and libellous relation, 
containing as many untruths as lines, and sets it down in writ- 
ing with his own hand, and delivers it to Mr. Henry Oibbe, of 
the bed-chamber, to be put into the King's hands.^ In which 
writing he doth falsify and pervert all that was done the first 
day at the arraignment of Weston ; turning the pike and point 
of his accusations^ upon my Lord Chief Justice of England. 
Whose name thus occurring I cannot pass by, and yet I cannot 

' Upon his oonfession : R. 

' Whereupon judgment and execution was awarded against him : R. 

» R. omits " and.*^ * Hear by and by: R, 

* Instead of the words from "So here" to "plays his part," R. has "Here 
is the narratiTe, which induoeth the charge. The charge itself is this. Mr. 
L.." etc. 

« So R. The MS. omits "while." 7 hand: R. 

' Imputations principally : R. 
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skill of this same flattery or vulgar attributes.^ But this I will 
say of him, and I would say as much to ages ; I would write it 
if cause were ;* that never man's person and his place were bet- 
ter met in a business, than my Lord Chief Justice and my Lord 
Coke in the cause of Overbury. 

Now, my Lords, for this offence of Mr. Lumsden's ;* for the 
particulars of these slanderous articles, I will observe them 
unto you^ when the writings and examinations are read ; for I do 
not love to set the gloss before the text. But in general I note 
unto you these things.* First, in the person of Mr. Lumsden. 
I know he is a Scotch gentleman, and thereby more ignorant of 
our laws and forms ; but I cannot tell whether this do extenu- 
ate his fault or increase it. For as it may extenuate it in respect 
of ignorance, so it doth aggravate it much, in regard of presump- 
tion,^ that he would meddle in that that he understood not. 
But I doubt it came not out of his quiver. Some other man's 
cunning wrought upon this man's boldness. Secondly, I may 
note unto you the greatness of the cause, wherein he being a 
private gentleman*^ did presume to deal. Mr. Lumsden® could 
not but know to what great and grave commissioners the King 
had committed this cause. And that his Majesty in his wisdom 
would expect a return of all things from them to whose trust he 
had committed this business. For 'tis the part of commis- 
sioners, as well to report the business, as to manage the busi- 
ness ; and then his Majesty mought have been sure to have had 
all things well weighed, and truly informed. And therefore it 
should have been far from Mr. Lumsden to have put forth his 
hand to a business of this nature.^ Thirdly, I note to your Lord- 
ships that this same infusion of slander^^ into a Bang's ear, is of all 
forms of libels and slanders the worst. It is true that Kings 

^ And yet I cannot skill to flatter : R. 
3 To ages, if I should write a story : B. 
' In this oflbnoe of M. L. : R. 

* So B. The MS. has ** for this offence of Mr. Lumsden*8 for the particulars 
of these slanderous articles I will observe unto you,** etc. 

» So MS. But for "these ** we should probably read "three.** B. has *< I 
note to your Lordships, First, the person of M. L.** 

* Whether this doth extenuate ms fiiult in respect of ignorance or aggrayate it ^ 
much in respect of presumption : B. 

7 A priyate mean gentleman : B. ^ M. L. : B. 

B It should have been (ar from M. L. to have presimied to hare put forth 
his hand to so high and tender a business which was not to be touched but by 
employed hands : B. 

"^ HhiB infusion of a slander : B. 
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may keep secret their informations^ and then no man ought to 
enquire after them^ while they are shrined in their breast. But 
where a King is pleased that a man shall answer for his false 
information^ there the false information to a King exceeds in 
offence the false information of any other kind.^ And in this (if 
cause be) I shall shew you divers precedents of slanderous peti- 
tions which have been as severely punished as slanderous libels. 
And thus much for the offence of Mr. Lumsden.' 

For the offence of Sir John Wentworth and Sir John HoUys,' 
which I said was in consort^ it was shortly this. At the time 
and place of the execution of Weston, to supplant his Christian 
resolution, and to scandalize the justice already past, and per- 
haps to cut off the thread of somewhat that is to come,* these 
gentlemen with others came mounted on horseback, and in a 
ruffling and facing manner presumed^ to re-examine Weston 
upon questions: and what questions? Directly cross to that 
that had been tried and judged. For what was the point tried ? 
That Weston had poisoned Overbury. What was Sir John 
Wentworth's* question ? Whether Weston did poison Overbury 
or no? A contradictory directly. Whereupon Weston an- 
swered,^ that he did him wrong; and turning to the sheriff, 
said. You promised me that® I should not be troubled at this 
time. And yet' nevertheless he pressed him to answer^® that he 
mought pray with him. I know not that Sir John Wentworth^^ 
is an ecclesiastic, that he should cut any man from the com- 
munion of prayer. And yet for all this vexing of the spirit of a 
poor man, now in the gates of the death ;^* Weston nevertheless 
stood constant, and said, I die not unworthily ; my lord Chief 
Justice hath my mind under his^^ hand, and he is an honourable 
and just judge. Here is Sir John Wentworth's offence.^* 

For Sir John HoUys^^ he was not so much a questionist ; but 
wrought upon the other's questions, and, like a counsellor,^* wished 

* R. adds, ** Being a kind, since we are in matter of poison, of impoisonment of a 
King's ear," omitting the rest. ^ M. L. : R. 

' S. W. and H. I. : R. * That which is to come : R. 

» Put themselTcs forward: R. « S. W/s: R. 

' Weston answered only : R. » R. omite " that." 

» R. omits " and y«t.'* 

^® Saying that he desired to know it, that, etc. : R. 

" S.W.: R. And so throughout. »« Of death: R. 

" my hand : R. " This is S. W. his oflTence : R. 

^ El I. : R. And so througliout. 

*• Kind of confessor : R. 
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him to discharge his conscience^ and to satisfy the world. What 
world I marvel ? it was^ the world at Tybnm. For the world 
at Oaildhall^ and the world at Xiondou^ was satisfied before; 
teste the bells that rang. But men have got a fashion now-a- 
days^ that two or three busy-bodies will take upon them the 
name of the world, and broach their own conceits as if it were a 
general opinion. Well, what more ? When they could not work 
upon Weston, then Sir John Hollys in an indignation turned 
about his horse, when the other was turning over the ladder, 
and said, he was sorry of such a conclusion ; that was, to have 
the state honoured or justified ; but others took and reported 
his words in another degree.* 

Sir John Hollys his offence hath^ another appendix, before this 
in time; which was, at the day of the trial he presumed to 
give* his verdict, saying openly, that if he were of the jury, he 
would doubt what to do. Marry, he saith he cannot tell^ whe- 
ther he spake this before the jury had given up their* verdict, 
or after. Wherein there is little gained. For whether he were 
a pre-juror or a post-juror, the one was to prejudge the jury, the 
other to taint them.^ 

Of the offence of these two gentlemen in general, your Lord- 
ships must give me leave to say, that it was® an offence greater 
and more dangerous than is conceived. I know well that as we 
have no Spanish inquisitions, nor justice in a comer, so we 
have no gagging of men's mouths at their death ; but that they 
may speak freely at the last hour. But then it must come from 
the free motion of the party, not by temptations' of questions. 
The questions that are to be asked ought to tend to further re- 
vealing of their own or others' guiltiness. But to use a ques- 
tion in the nature of a cross^^ interrogatory, to falsify that which 
is res judicata, is intolerable. For that were to erect a court 
or commission of review at Tyburn, against the Courts^^ at 
Westminster. And besides, it is a thing vain and idle. For if 
they answer according to the judgment past, it adds no credit; 

' It was sure : B. 

^ B. adds ** but that I leaye, seeing it is not confessed.'* 
» Had: B. 

* That at the day of the yerdict giyen up by the Jury he also would needs giye : 
B. 

fi Tell well: B. « The: B. 

7 The one was as to prejudge the Jury the other as to taint them : B. 

8 Is : B. » Temptation : B. »» False : B. *» King's Bench : B. 
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nor if it be contrary, it derogateth nothing. But yet it sub- 
jeeteth the majesty of justice to popular and, vulgar talk and 
opinion. 

My Lords, these are great and dangerous offences. For if we 
do not maintain justice^ justice will not maintain us. But now 
you shall hear the examinations themselves. Upon which I 
shall have occasion to note some particular things. 



8. 

This was all that Bacon bad to do with the trials of the com- 
moners implicated in the murder of Overbury ; which took place in 
Guildhall, and were entirely managed by Coke in every stage from 
exammation to sentence. And even for the purpose of this proceed- 
ing in the Star Chamber it appears that it was from Coke that he 
derived all his information. It was not till the beginning of the 
next year, when things were at length ready for the indictment of 
the Somersets, that he was called into council upon the case. 

In the meantime he had a civil case in hand, which was appointed 
to come on in a few days, but for which, as it involved a constitu- 
tional question of some importance between the King and the 
Judges, he did not think the time favourable. Three or four years 
before, Mr. John Murray, of his Majesty's bedchamber, whom I 
have already meptioned as a great absorber of the royal bounties, 
had procured a new patent office for one John Michell. It gave him 
the sole making of writs of supersedeas quia improvide emanamt in 
the Common Fleas, and thereby interfered with the profits hitherto 
taken by the Prothonotary : who after considerable delay " brought 
an assise " to be restored to the possession of the ancient fees be- 
longing to his office, and so raised the question of the legality of the 
new patent. Bacon conceived that this was a question in which the 
King had an interest, and which according to the " ancient and ever- 
continued law of tlie Crown " was to be tried " before the King him- 
self as he is represented in Chancery."^ And this was the point 
which now stood for decision. When the assise was brought in the 
King's Bench (which was in 13® Jac I.), he had endeavoured to stop 
the proceeding by a writ de non procedendo ad assisam Rege incon- 
sulto ; the validity of which being disputed, counsel had been heard 
on both sides in Trinity Term, and a further hearing appointed for 
the 20th of November. This, as it happened, fell in the very heat of 
the excitement about the trial of the murderers of Overbury ; which 

^ ** Innoyations introdaoed into the law8 and gOTernment." 
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was iDConyenient, and made Bacon wish it postponed ; as we see BJr 
the second paragraph of the following letter. 

The " cause prosecuted bj Lord Hunsdon " (which is the subject 
of the first paragraph) was a suit in Chancery, in behalf of the King 
and Lord Hunsdon as his farmer for a certain manor, claimed as for- 
feited to the Crown, against the Countess Dowager of Arundel and 
Lord William Howard. " This cause," says Hobart, who along with 
Coke was called to assist the Lord Chancellor in the hearing of it, 
'* hung long and had many hearings and briefs delivered, and after 
long consideration was this term with uniform consent of the Lord 
Chancellor, us the Judges, and Master of the Bolls, decreed for the 
King.'*i 

To THE Kino's most Excellent Majesty.' 

It may please your excellent Majesty, 

I received this very day, in the forenoon, your Majesty^s 
several directions touching your cause prosecuted by my L. Huns- 
den as your farmer. Your first direction was by Sir C'. Par- 
kins, that the day appointed for the judicial sentence should 
hold : and if my L. Ch. Justice upon my repair to him should let 
me know that he could not be present, then my L. Chancellor 
should proceed, calling to him my Lord Hubbard, except he 
should be excepted to ; and then some other judge by consent. 
For the latter part of this your direction ; I suppose there would 
have been no diflSculty in admitting my L. Hubbard; for aflter 
he had assisted at so many hearings, it would have been too late 
to except to him. But then your Majesty's second and later 
direction (which was delivered unto me from the Earl of Arun- 
del, as by word of mouth, but so as he had set down a remem- 
brance thereof in writing freshly after the signification of his 
pleasure,) was to this eflfect : that before any proceeding in the 
Chancery, there should be a conference had between my L. Chan- 
cellor, my L. Chf. justice, and myself, how your Majesty's interest 
roought be secured. This later direction I acquainted my L. 
Chancellor with ; and finding an impossibility, that this confer- 
ence should be had before to-morrow, my L. thought good that 
the day be put over ; taking no occasion thereof other than this^ 
that in a cause of so great weight it was fit for him to confer 
with his assistants, before he gave any decree or final order. 

» Sir H. Hobart's Eeports, p. 109. « Balfour MSS. 
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Afi;er such time as I have conferred with my Lords according to 
your commandment^ I will give your Majesty account with speed 
of the conclusion of that conference. 

Furder I think fit to let your Majesty know that in my opinion 
I hold not it a very fit time to proceed in the business of the 
Rege inconsuUo, which is appointed for Monday. I did think 
these greater causes would have comen to period or pause sooner: 
but now they are in the height ; and to have so great a matter as 
this of the Rege inconsuUo handled when men do aliud agere, I 
think it no proper time. Besides, your Majesty in your great 
wisdom knoweth, that this business of Mr. Murray's is some- 
what against the stream of the Judges' inclination : and it is no 
part of a skilful mariner to sail or row against a tide, when the 
tide is at strongest. If your Majesty be pleased to write to my 
Lord Cook that you would have the business of the Rege tn- 
consuUo receive a hearing, when he should be animo sedato 
et libero, and not in the midst of his assiduous and incessant 
cares and industries in other practices, I think your Majesty 
shall do your service right. Howsoever, I will be provided 
against the day. 

Thus praying to God for your happy preservation, whereof 
God giveth yon so many great pledges, I rest. 

Your Majesty's most humble 

and devoted subject and servant, 

Fr. Bacon. 

17 Nov. 1615. 

In accordance with this advice tbe King wrote to Coke the next 
day from Newmarket, wishing him to appoint some time for hearing 
the great cause of Rege inconsuUo, when it might be heard sedato 
animo} It was adjourned accordingly to the next term, when we 
shall hear of it further. 

4. 

How and when Bacon first became acquainted with Sir George 
Villiers would be well worth knowing ; but there is no record of it 
to be found. It was in the autumn of 1614 that Villiers first at- 
tracted the King's notice. On the 23rd of April in the next year 
he was knighted and made a gentleman of the bedchamber, and re- 

^ S. P. Dom. James I., toL IxxxiiL no. 44. 
VOL. v. Q 
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ceived a pension of £1000. In tbe following January we find Ba- 
con corresponding with him in the style of a familiar acquaintance. 
But when and in what circumstances they were introduced to each 
other we have no means of knowing. In such a relation, acquaint- 
ance would ripen fast. A very young man, modest and unassuming 
as yet, of a sweet countenance, and with gracious open aud easy 
manners, rising suddenly into so distinguished a position, might 
naturally either seek or be sought by Bacon, whose age and emi- 
nence would entitle him, and whose taste and disposition would lead 
him, to be at once familiar. Five or six years after, when Villiers 
had suffered a course of advancement rapid and unexpected enough 
to turn any man's head, we have evidence from a quarter quite 
unprejudiced of the charm which still hung about the outside 
of him. At a tilt given in honour of the French ambassador 
on the 8th of January, 1620-1, Simonds D'Ewes, then a boy of 
eighteen, had a long look at him; and the record of his impres- 
sion set down in later life shows that neither time nor experience, 
nor the bitter political hostility of the party to which he belonged, 
had been able to efface the pleasing image which it left in his 
memory. 

"After this, most of the tilters, except the Prince, went up to the French 
Lords in a larger upper room of Uie house, standing at the lower end of 
the tilt-yard ; and I crowding in after them, and seeing the Marquis of 
Buckingham discoursing with two or three French Monsieurs, I joined 
them, and most earnesdy viewed him for about half an hour's space at 
the least; which I had opportunity the more easily to accomplish, because 
he stood all the time he talked bareheaded. I saw everything in him fuU 
of delicacy and handsome features ; yea his hands and face seemed to me 
especially effeminate and curious. It is possible he seemed the more ac- 
complished, because the French monsieurs that had invested him were 
very swarthy hardfavoured men. That he was afterwards an instrument 
of much mischief both at home and abroad, is so evident upon record as 
no man can deny ; yet this I do suppose proceeded rather from some Je- 
suitical incendiaries about him, than from his own nature, which his very 
countenance promised to be affable and gentle."* 

There is no better testimony of our good opinion of a man than 
an inclination to think that whatever we do not like in him is the 
fault of somebody else — especially when we do not know whose ; and 
we nmy judge how attractive a person Villiers must have been in tlie 
days of his first rising, when as yet he had not offended or disap- 
pointed anybody, from the fact that after all the offence he had given 

» 'Autobiograpliy of Sir Simond D'Swet/ toL i. p. 166. 
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to the Puritans, so formal and orthodox a Puritan as'D'Ewes could 
retain so agreeable an impression of him. I doubt whether any fa- 
vourite of any sovereign seemed more likely to become a universal 
favourite than George Villiers when he first appeared in Court. 

The first communication that has been preserved between him and 
Bacon is merely a compliment. But it supplies us with a date of 
some importauce,-^the date of Bacon's first appearance (the first 
that we know of) upon the commission for the indictment of So- 
merset. It shews also incidentally that he had already had some- 
thing to do with another business, of which we shall hear more a 
little further on. A valuable patent oJBBce, held at present by Sir 
John Eoper, had been granted in reversion to Somerset jointly with 
Lord Harington. Hariugton dying without issue, his share in the 
reversion was purchased from his executors by Somerset. The pro- 
fits of the office were derived from fees paid for the enrolment of 
Pleas in the Court of King's Bench, and the propriety of disposing 
of them in this way was so far doubtful that it was thought prudent 
to keep the real holders out of sight by making out the patent in 
the names of other persons, who by a private and separate arrange- 
ment covenanted to pay the proceeds to the great men, reserving to 
themselves a twelfth part for '* execution."^ Though the grant of 
the reversion of the office upou this condition to two lawyers, Heath 
and Whitelocke, had been confirmed by Cokb as Chief Justice of the 
King's Bench,^ it seems that he had taken some objection to the 
proceeding on grounds either of law or policy ; and that some diffi- 
culty was apprehended at his hands whenever the office itself should 
become vacant again. It was not yet vacant : but a rumour of the 
death of Sir John Eoper gave rise to the conversation reported in 
the following letter; which proves that there had been some dispute 
about the disposal of the office, though it does not help to explain 
the grounds. But whatever may have been the point of Coke's ob- 
jection, if it involved a questioning of the King's right to dispose of 
the place (as I suppose it did), it would be Bacon's business as 
Attorney- General to defend it, and so they would necessarily come 
into collision. 

The King's intention to bestow the patent upon Villiers as soon 
as it came into his hands again was probably no secret. 

» Whitelocke, Lib. Fainel. p. 47. ' Ibid. p. 59. 
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A Letter to Sir Oeoroe Villiers, touching Roper's 
PLACE. 22 Jan. 1615.^ 

Sir, 

Sending to the King upon occasion, I would not fail to 
salute you by my letter ; which, that it may be more than two 
lines, I add this for news ; that as I was sitting by my Lord Chief 
Justice, upon the commission for the indicting of Somerset, one 
of the Judges asked him whether Roper were dead. He said he 
for his part knew not; another of the Judges answered. It 
should concern you, my Lord, to know it. Whereupon he 
turned his speech to me and said No, Mr. Attorney, I will not 
wrastte now in my latter times. My Lord (said I) you speak like 
a wise man. Well (saith he) they have had no luck with it that 
have had it. I said again, Those days be past. Here you have 
the dialogue to make you merry. But in sadness I was glad to 
perceive he meant not to contest. I can but honour and love 
you, and rest 

Your assured friend and servant, 

Fr. Bacon. 

22 Jaaoary, 1615. 

5. 

From the letter to the King, which bears the same date as the 
lost and probably travelled with it, we learn what Bacon's first im- 
pression was on examining the case against Somerset. The evidence 
consisted chiefly of confessions obtained from the subordinate actors 
before their trial, and could not now be altered or added to. Weston, 
the under gaoler, who was charged with administering the poisoned 
food ; Mrs. Turner, the procuress, who was charged with putting 
the poison into it ; Helwysse, the Lieutenant of the Tower, who had 
known what was going on and connived at it ; Franklin, the apothe- 
cary, who had supplied the poisons to Mrs. Turner ; — all these had 
been examined, indicted, tried, found guilty, and hanged. And 
whatever may be thought of the sufficiency of the evidence upon 
which they were convicted— of which, by the way, I doubt whether 
any of the reports are complete enough to give us the means of 
judging, — we need not scruple to believe that they were all guilty, 
because before they died, when they could have no motive for ac- 
cusing themselves falsely, they all confessed their guilt. But though 

' Gibson Papers, toI. tui. f. 22. Fair copy ; docketed in Baoon*s hand. 
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a man's evidence, however bad his character, may generally be ac- 
cepted as conclusive against himself, it is plain that, as against other 
people, the testimony of actors in such a business as this stood in 
need of corroboration. It is true that they had all been examined, 
and confronted, and re-examined, as often as Coke thought necessary, 
and that to him the depositions seemed conclusive enough not only 
to make a case for a jury, but to justify provisional announcements 
"for the satisfaction of the multitude" that the case was proved. 
Besides the declarations in Court which he had authorized on the 
19th and 23rd of October, in which the complicity of the Earl and 
Countess of Somerset was distinctly indicated, he had made other 
extraordinary announcements with his own mouth. On the 27th of 
November he had informed the public from the Bench in open court 
that ''knowiug as much as he knew, if this plot had not been found 
out, neither Court, city, nor many particular houses had escaped the 
malice of that wicked crew."i ^^^ again on the 4th of December 
(having been ordered to postpone the trial of one of the prisoners, 
and fearing that the public might draw some false inference in his 
favour) he had taken occasion in the same public manner to declare 
not only that the proofs against him were clear, but that secrets had 
been discovered which, though he might not yet disclose them, 
" made our deliverance as great as any that happened to the children 
of Israel." But all this made the case only the more difficult to 
deal with. When announcements like these were made by the Chief 
Justice from the Bench, it was of the first importance that the evi- 
dence when produced should bear them out ; for otherwise the po- 
pular conclusion would inevitably be that something had been hushed 
up. If the Lords should acquit Somerset after what Coke had said 
of the evidence to convict him, what could people think but that the 
great fish had broken through the net ? If, when evidence of such a 
portentous conspiracy was in the possession of the Lord Chief Jus- 
tice, no one should be called in question, — what could they think but 
lihat somebody was implicated with whom justice dared not meddle ? 
Now it unfortunately happened that when Coke was inclined to be- 
lieve a thing, very little evidence was enough for him ; and that 
which had satisfied him on this occasion could not be expected to 
satisfy anybody else. Of the great conspiracy which he thought he 
had discovered, and the discovery of which he had thus prematurely 
announced, he had absolutely no evidence at all beyond the uncor- 
roborated declarations of a man under sentence of death who was 
pretending secrets in order to prolong his life. And with regard to 

^ Effect of Jamee Franklin's arraignment. 27 Not. 1615. S. P. Dom. James I. 
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Somerset, the particular piece of testimonj which he regarded as 
*^ sufficient matter against him," — meaning of course matter sufficient 
to ensure conyiction," — was upon the very face of it, as reported by 
himself, obviously and utterly insufficient. For the question being 
whether the Earl was an accessary to the death of Overbury before 
the fact, the '' sufficient matter " was Franklin's confession of a con- 
ference two years after the death of Overbury with the ChuntesSy 
during which she went into an adjoining room and returned out of 
it, having (as was suppoeed) taken instructions from the Earl, who 
was supposed to be within. So that even if the evidence had been 
sufficient to prove that they were then in guilty collusion (which it 
plainly was not, since the witness neither saw the man nor heard 
what he said), it could not at the very worst prove more than that 
he was an accessary after the fact. But to Coke in his present 
humour anything was evidence which implied accusation, and finding 
that Mrs. Turner's maid-servant could say that the Earl was in the 
house at the time, he set down the whole thing as proved ; and want- 
ing no further testimony from Franklin, had him brought up for trial 
forthwith.^ 

This was on the 27th of November. But the trial of the Earl 
could not be proceeded with for some time to come ; the Judges 
having decided that he must not be tried before the Countess, who, 
being with child, could not be tried till after her delivery, which did 
not take place till the 9th of December. On the 19th of January 
however they were both indicted for procuring and consenting to the 
murder of Overbury, as accessaries before the fact ; and a true bill 
was found against them.' And I think it must have been on the 
same day that Bacon (who having to draw the indictments and con- 
duct the prosecution had at last been allowed to see the papers) had 
an interview with the King, and gave him his opinion and advice 
upon the case. What it was we learn from the next letter, in which 
ho thought it expedient to repeat and enforce it. This letter was 
first printed, I believe, in the Cabala (ed. 1663. p. 83). But there 
is a copy of it in Bacon's own collection ; and from this I take it. 
It is not to be found in the Resuscitatio ; in which Bawley withheld 
all the papers relating to the trial of Somerset ; — out of considera- 

^ ''He was not proceeded withal until he had discovered sufficient matter against 
the Earl of Somerset, and that I had fortified his testimony by other witnesses 
which by Gh>d'8 providence I attaiijed unto. . . . Now, forasmuch as he charges the 
Earl in such direct and particular manner, he ?ras demanded openly at the Bar 
whether his examinations, then shewed to him, taken before me and subscribed by 
his own hand were not true, which openly and clearly he confessed to be true di- 
vers times." Coke to the King, 27 ifor. 1615. 

'^ Camden. Lord Corew's Letters (Camden Soo.), p. 23. 
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tioD, I suppose, for the feelings of hia daughter, who was still 
living — ^the mother of William Lord Eussell. 

The Kino's ATToaNir'a Lbtteb to the King touching 

THE PftOCEEDING WITH SoMEBSET/ THE 22nD OF JaNU. 1615, 

It may please your most excellent Majesty, 

At my last access to your Majesty, it was fit for me to con- 
sider the time and your journey, which maketh me now trouble 
your Majesty with a remnant of that I thought then to have 
said : besides your old warrant and commission to me, to adver- 
tise your Majesty when you are aux champs, of anything that 
concerned your service and my place. I know your Majesty is 
nunqtiam minus soltis, quhm cum solus ; and I confess, in regard 
of your great judgment (unto which nothing ought to be pre- 
sented but well weighed) I could almost wish that the manner 
of Tiberius were in use again, of whom Tacitus saith, Mos erat 
guamvis praseniem scripto adire; much more in absence. 

I said to your Majesty that which I do now repeat, that the 
evidence upon which my Lord of Somerset standeth indicted is 
of a good strong thread, considering impoisoning is the darkest 
of offences; but that the thread must be well spun and woven 
together. For your Majesty knoweth it is one thing to deal 
with a jury of Middlesex and Londoners, and another to deal 
with the Peers; whose objects perhaps will not be so much 
what is befoire them in the present case (which I think is as 
odious to them as to the vulgar) but whtit may be hereafter. 
Besides, there be two disadvantages we that shall give in evi- 
dence shall meet with, somewhat considerable. The one, that 
the same things often opened leese their freshness, except there 
be an aspersion of somewhat that is new. The other is the ex- 
pectation raised, which makes things seem less than they are, 
because they are less than opinion. Therefore I were not your 
Attorney nor myself, if I should not be very careful, that in this 
last part, which is the pinnacle of your former justice, all things 
may pass sine offendiculo, sine scrupuio. Hereupon I did move 
two things, which (having now more fully explained myself) I 
do in all humbleness renew. First, that your Majesty will be 
careful to choose a Steward of judgment, that may be able to 

1 Add. MSS. 5608. f. 80. 
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moderate the evidence and cut off digressions ; for I may inter- 
rupt, but I cannot silence. The other, that there may be spe- 
cial care taken for the ordering of the evidence, not only for the 
knitting, but for the list, and (to use your Majesty's own word) 
the confiniog of it. This to do, if your Majesty vouchsafe to di- 
rect it yourself, that is the best; if not, I humbly pray you to 
require my Lord ChanceUor, that he together with my Lord 
Chief Justice will confer with myself, and my fellows, that shall 
be used, for the marshalling and bounding of the evidence, that 
we may have the help of his opinion, as well as that of my Lord 
Chief Justice; whose great travels as I much commend, yet that 
same plerophoria, or over-confidence, doth always subject things 
to a great deal of chance. 

There is another business proper for me to crave of your Ma- 
jesty at this time (as one that have in my eye a great deal of 
service to be done) concerning your casual revenue ; but consi- 
dering times and persons, I desire to be strengthened by some 
such form of commandment under your royal hand, as I send 
you here inclosed. I most humbly pray your Majesty to think 
I understand myself right well in this which I desire, and that it 
tendeth greatly to the good of your service. The warrant I 
mean not to impart but upon just occasion. Thus thirsty to 
hear of your Majesty's good health, I rest . 

At this time it was intended, I presume, to proceed with the ar- 
raignments at once. But important despatches having been received 
from Sir John Digby, then ambassador in Spain, from which it ap- 
peared that Somerset had had some underhand intelligence with the 
Spanish ambassador, and revealed things to him which were meant 
to be kept secret, it was thought necessary to inquire into that matter 
first. Digby was accordingly sent for: the prosecution for the 
murder was postponed : and the stage was left clear during the in- 
terval for the other businesses then waiting for settlement. The 
most important of these were questions in dispute between the 
Crown and the Judges, in which of course the Attorney- General 
acted on behalf of the Grown. This brought Bacon into continual 
correspondence with the Court, and during the next month his com- 
munications with the King and with Yilliers are so frequent and so 
full that they explain themselves. 
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6. 

The first of these businesses that came on was the great question 
of the Rege Incansulto ; the hearing of which had been adjourned, as 
we saw, the last term, in consideration of Coke's being busy with 
the murder case. On the 25th of January the argument was re- 
sumed, and Bacon made a great speech (a report of which will be 
found in its place among the Professional Works) in defence of the 
writ : with what effect, we learn from the next letter ; of which we 
have two copies : — one preseryed in his own collection (which I take 
to be a transcript of a^ much of the first draft as was finished) ; 
the other, the letter itself which was sent to the King and is now in 
the Advocates' Library. As an illustration of the relation between 
Bacon's first drafts and fair copies, I give them both. 

A LETTER PEOM THE KlNO's AtTOKNET TO THE KlNO TOUCH- 
ING THE Rege Inconsulto: not perfect. 27 Janu. 1615.^ 

It may please your most excellent Majesty, 

It pleased your Majesty to commit to my care and trust, 
for Westminster Hall matters, three particulars: that of the 
Reffe inconmlto, which concerneth Mr. Murray; that of the 
Commendams, which concerneth the Bishop of Lincoln ; and that 
of Habeas Corpora, which concerneth Chancery. These causes^ 
though I give them private additions, yet they are merely, or at 
least chiefly, yours ; and the die runneth upon your royal prero- 
gative diminution or entire conservation. Of these it is my duty 
to give your Majesty a short account. 

For that of the Rege inconsulto, I argued the same in the 
King's Bench on Thursday last, being the 25th of this present. 
It was argued first on the other part by Mr. George Crooke, the 
Judge's brother, an able book-man, and one that was manned 
and armed forth with all the furniture that the bar could give him 
— (I will not say the Bench) ; and with the study of a long vaca- 
tion. I was to answer, which hath somewhat of the extem- 
poral. Of myself I will say nothing, but my argument was 
wholly upon book law and records, and that my voice served 
me well for two hours and a half; and yet as they tell me I lost 
not one auditor that was present in the beginning, but staid till 

1 Add. MSS. 5603. f. 81. b. The MS. ha^ '< 1618 "— obyiouslj a mistake. 
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the latter end. It pleased my Lord Coke to say it was a famous 
argument. It pleased him also to ask me a politic and tempting 
question. For taking occasion by a notable precedent I had cited^ 
where all the Judges of England had upon the like writ assembled 
themselves in the Exchequer Chamber, and there conferred pri- 
vately for reverence sake, lest they should seem to dispute the 
King's commandment, he asked me whether I would have all 
the Judges called to this case. I was not caught ; but knowing 
well that the Judges of the Common Pleas were most of all in- 
teressed, in respect of the Pronotaries, I answered civilly that I 
would advise of it, but that I did not distrust the Court, and 
thought the case so clear as it needed no general assembly of 
the Judges. 

Here the copy in Bacon's collection ends. I fancy that, wishing 
to make some alteration, be began the letter again, wrote the whole 
fair, and despatched it, — keeping only the discarded beginuing. For 
he had not yet made arrangements for having his letters regularly 
copied before they were sent off. It was not long before he found 
it necessary to do so : but at this time he seems to have generally 
contented himself with keeping the rough draft by way of memo- 
randum. Making his fair copy always with his own hand, he natu- 
rally introduced alterations and additions as he went on ; the cha- 
racter of which we have in this case the means of observing ; for 
here is the letter as he sent it to the King. 



To THE Kino's Most Excbllbnt Majbsty.^ 

It may please your most excellent Majesty, 

It pleased your Majesty to commit to my care and trust for 
Westminster-hall matters three particulars; that of the Rege 
inconsulto, which concemeth Mr. Murray ; that of the Commen- 
dams, which concemeth the Bishop of Lincoln ; and that of the 
Habeas corptis, which concemeth the Chancery. These causes, 
although I give them private additions, yet they are merely, or 
at least chiefly yours ; and the die runneth upon your royal pre- 
rogative diminution or entire conservation. Of these it is my 
duty to give your Majesty a short account. 

For that of the Rege inconsulto, I argued the same in the 

1 Balfour MSS. 
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King's bench on Thursday last. There argued on the other 
part Mr. George Crook, the Judge's brother; an able book-man, 
and one that was manned forth with all the furniture that the 
Bar could give him, (I will not say the Bench,) and with the 
study of a long vacation. I was to answer, which hath a mix- 
ture of the sudden ; and of myself I will not nor cannot say any 
thing, but that my voice served me well for two hours and a 
half; and that those that understood nothing could tell me that 
I lost not one auditor that was present in the beginning, but 
staid till the later end. If I should say more, there were too 
many witnesses (for I never saw the court more full) that mought 
disprove me. 

My Lord Cook was pleased to say, that it was a famous aigu- 
ment ; but withal he asked me a politic and tempting question : 
for taking occasion by a notable precedent I had cited, where, 
upon the like writ brought, all the Judges of England assembled, 
and that privately, lest they should seem to dispute the King's 
commandment, and upon conference, with one mind agreed, that 
the writ must be obeyed : Upon this hold my Lord asked me, 
whether I would have all the rest of the Judges called to it. I 
was not caught : but knowing well that the Judges of the Com- 
mon Pleas were most of all others interessed in respect of the 
prothonotaries, I answered civilly, that I would advise of it, but 
that I did not distrust the court ; and besides, I thought the 
case so clear, as it needed not. 

Sire, I do partly perceive, that I have not only stopped, but 
almost turned the stream ; and I see how things cool by this, 
that the Judges that were wont to call so hotly upon the busi- 
ness, when they had heard me, of themselves, took a fortnights- 
day to advise what they will do ; by which time the term will be 
near at an end; and I know they little expected to have the 
matter so beaten down with book-law, upon which my argument 
wholly went, so that every mean student was satisfied. Yet be- 
cause the times are as they are, I could wish, in all humbleness, 
that your Majesty would remember and renew your former com- 
mandment which you gave my Lord Chief Justice in Michael- 
mas term ; which was, that after he had heard your Attorney, 
(which now is done,) he should forbear furder proceeding till he 
had spoken with your Majesty. 

It concerneth your Majesty threefold : First, in this particular 
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of Murray; Next, in the consequence of fourteen several patents, 
part in Queen Elizabeth^s time, some in your Majesty's time, 
which depend upon the like question ; but chiefly, because this 
writ is a mean provided by the ancient law of England, to bring 
any case that may concern your Majesty in profit or power from 
the ordinary benches, to be tried and judged before your Chan- 
cellor of England, by the ordinary and legal part of his power. 
And your Majesty knoweth your Chancellor is ever a principal 
counsellor and instrument of monarchy, of immediate depend- 
ence upon the King : and therefore like to be a safe and tender 
guardian of the regal rights. 

For the case of the Commendams, a matter likewise of great 
consequence, (though nothing near the first,) this day I was pre- 
pared to have argued it before all the Judges ; but by reason of 
the sickness of the Serjeant which was provided to argue on the 
other side, although I pressed to have had some other day ap- 
pointed this term, yet it pleased divers of the Judges to do me 
the honour as to say it was not fit any should argue against me 
upon so small time of warning ; it is adjourned to the first Sa- 
turday next term. 

For the matter of the habeas corpus, I perceive this common 
employment of my lord Chancellor and my lord Chief Justice 
in these examinations is such a vinculum, as they will not square 
while those matters are in hand, so that there is altum sileniium 
of that matter. God ever preserve your Majesty. 
Your Majesty^s most humble 

and bounden subject and servant, 

Fk. Bacon. 

27of January 1615. 

The next letter brings us back to the negotiation with the New 
Company ; concerning which see above, Chapter V. § 6. 

A LETTER TO THE KiNO, ADVISING HOW TO BREAK OFF WITH 
THE NEW COMPANY.^ 

It may please your most excellent Majesty, 

I spake yesternight long with my Lord Coke ; and for the 
reffe inconsulto I conceive by him it will be an amplius deliberan^ 

* Gibsoa Papers, toL viii. f. 23. Fair copy. 
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dum censeo (as I thought at first), so as for the present your 
Majesty shall not need to renew your commandment of stay. 

I spake with him also about some propositions concerning 
your Majesty's casual revenue, wherein I found him to consent 
with me fiiUy, assuming nevertheless that he had thought of 
them before. But it is one thing to have the vapour of a 
thought, another thing to digest business aright. 

He on his part imparted to me divers things of great weight 
concerning the reparation of your Majesty's means and finances, 
which I heard gladly ; insomuch as perceiving the same, I think 
he was the readier to open himself to me. In one circumstance, 
which he did much inculcate, T concur fully with him, that they 
are to be held secret. For I never saw but that business is like 
a child which is framed invisibly in the womb ; and if it come 
forth too soon, it will be abortive. I know, in most of them, 
the prosecution must rest much upon myself. But I that had 
the power to prevail in the farmers' case of the French wines^ 
without the help of my Lord Coke, shall be better able to go 
through these with his help, the ground being no less just. 
And this I shall ever add of mine own, that I shall ever respect 
your Majesty's honour no less than your profits ; and shall also 
take care (according to my pensive manner) that that which is 
good for the present have not in it hidden seeds of future incon- 
veniences. 

The matter of the new company was referred to me by the 
lords of your council ; wherein after some private speech with 
Sir Lionel Cranfield, I made that report which I held most 
agreeable to truth, and your Majesty's service. If this new 
company break, it must either be put upon the patent, or upon 
the, orders made by themselves. For the patent, I satisfied the 
whole Board, that there was no tittle in it which was not either 
verbatim in the patent of the old company, or by special warrant 
from the table inserted ; which my Lord Coke, with much re- 
spect to me, acknowledged, but disliked the old patent itself, 
and disclaimed his being present at the table when the additions 
were allowed. But in my opinion (howsoever my Lord Coke, 
to magnify his science of law, draweth every thing, though some- 
times improperly and unseasonably, to that kind of question) it 
is not convenient to break the business upon those points. For 
> See VoL IV. p. 886. 
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considering that they are but elausea that were in the former 
patents, and in many other patents of companies, and that the 
additions likewise passed the allowance of the table, it will be 
but clamoured, and perhaps conceived^ that to quarrel them now 
is but an occasion taken ; and that th^ times are changed^ rather 
than the matter. But that which preserveth intire your Ma- 
jesty*s honour, and the constancy of your proceedings, is to put 
the breach upon their orders. 

For this light I gave in my report, which the table readily 
apprehended, and much approved ; that if the table reject their 
orders as unlawful and unjust, it doth not free them from their 
contract: for whosoever contracteth or undertaketh any thing 
is always understood to perform it by lawful means ; so as they 
have plainly abused the state, if that which they have undertaken 
be either impossible or unjust. 

I am bold to present this consideration to the excellent faculty 
of your Majesty's own judgment ; because I think it importeth 
that further good which may grow to your Majesty in the close 
of this business, that the falling off be without all exception. 
God have you in his precious custody. 

Your Majesty's most humble 

and bounden subject and servant, 

Fr. Bacon. 

Feb. 3, 1616. 

In this case the King approved Bacon's advice and immediately 
acted upon it ; as appears by the following letter from Winwood to 
Sir Thomas Lake, dated the 6th of February. 

" For the matter of dyeing and dressing, I think my Lord Fenton will 
shortly be with you ; with him you may confer at large what course is to 
be taken for his M. service. His M. this morning hath received a letter 
from the Attorney who doth justify the patent of the New Company; be- 
cause the latter patent is in a manner the very same with the former, and 
was drawn by order from the Lords. His M. doth wish the new Company 
should break, if there be not found good possibility to proceed in the on- 
dertaking, rather upon 'the orders which they in their Court peculiarly 
have established, than that advantage should be taken upon the ground of 
the Patent. Howsoever, this dispute would have an end, and nothing can 
be more prejudicial to the service of the King and kingdom than this irre- 
solution. Withal care is to be taken, which is the cause of my L. Fen- 
ton's coming, that the old merchants, if they be stabhshed, slip not their 
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necks out of the collar, but perform really what heretofore was promised 
by them to the increase of his M. revenew."^ 



7. 

In the middle of these troubles the Lord Chancellor had another 
attack of illness — an attack so severe that it seemed likely to prove 
fatal. This could not but suggest the important question, who was 
to succeed him ? a question in which Bacon had a personal as well 
as a public interest ; though it seems that on second thoughts he 
determined to suppress all allusion to it for the present. I say on 
second thoughts : because in this case again we happen to have a 
copy of the first draft of the letter which he sent to the King on the 
occasion, as well as the letter itself, so that we may trace the change 
in his intention. The letter as it stood in his own collection is no 
doubt a transcript of the first copy, and runs thus : 



A LBTTBB TO THE KiNO, TOUCHING THE LoRD ChANCBLLOR's 

SICKNESS*^ 

It may please your most excellent Majesty, 

I am glad to understand by Mr. Murray that your Majesty 
aceepteth well of my poor endeavours in opening unto you the 
passages of your service, that business may come the less crude 
and tlie more prepared to your royal judgment ; the perfection 
whereof, as I cannot expect they should satisfy in every parti- 
cular, so I hope through my assiduity there will result a good 
total. My Lord Chancellor's sickness falleth out duro tempore. 
I have always known him a wise man, and of a just elevation for 
monarchy. But your Majesty's service must not be mortal. And 
if you leese him, as your Majesty hath now of late purchased 
many hearts by depressing the wicked, so God doth minister 
unto you a counterpart to do the like by raising the honest. 
God evermore preserve your Majesty. 

Your Majesty's most humble subject 

and devoted servant. 

Feb. 9, 1616. 

Before this was despatched, Bacon heard from Murray that the 

' S. P. Dom. James I., yoL IxxxtI. no. 42. 
2 Add. MSS. 6503. f. 67. 
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King had himBelf written to the Lord Chancellor. This, it seems, 
induced him to rewrite (or at anj rate in writing fair to alter) his letter 
in the latter part, and to substitute that which follows ; which is 
the letter that went. 

It may please your most exe. Ma.^ 

I am glad to understand by Mr. Murray that your M. ac- 
cepteth well of my poor endeavours in opening unto your M, 
the passages of your service, that business may come the less 
crude and the better prepared to your royal judgment. The 
perfection whereof is such, as I cannot presume I shall be able 
to satisfy the same in every particular, but yet I hope thorough 
my assiduity I shall be able to give your M. an honest account 
of the total. 

My L. Chancellor's sickness faUeth out duro tempore. I have 
ever known him a wise man and of a just elevation for monarchy. 
1 understand this afternoon by Mr. Murray that your M. hath 
written to him, and I can best witness how much that sovereign 
cordial wrought with him in his sickness this time twelvemonth, 
which sickness was not so much in his spirits as this is. I pur- 
pose to see my L. tomorrow, and then I will be bold to write to 
your M. what hope I have either of his continuance or of his re- 
turn to business, that your M.'s service may be as little passive 
as can be by this accident. God have your M. in his precious 
custody. 

Your M.'s most humble subject 

and most bounden servant, 

Fr. Bacon. 
1616.* 

The result of Bacon's observation of the Lord Chancellor's condi- 
tion was unfavourable. He evidently thought that all was over, and 
that the place would be vacant immediately : whereupon (the consi- 
deration of a successor being a matter of too much importance to 
be postponed any longer out of delicacy) he proceeded to set forth 
to the King the conditions of the question, and the several coursea 
among which he had to choose. The conclusion to which his state* 
nient was meant to lead was that he was himself the fittest man for 
the office ; which I suppose was no more than he believed to be true. 

> Add. MSS. 19,402, f. 105. Original : own hand. 

* The part of the paper which contained the month-date is worn off. 
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1 am not aware that there was at that time any professional etiquette 
which forbade him to mention his own name ; and in advising the 
King to do that which he believed to be best for him he could not 
be violating any rule written in the nature of things. The fault 
therefore (if fault there was) must have been in the manner of doing 
it, not in the thing itself ; and for the manner we must look to the 
terms of the letter which he wrote ; a letter of which (however pri- 
vate and confidential at the time) he certainly did not wish to make 
a secret with posterity, seeing that he preserved a copy in his own 
collection,^ which was meant for the benefit of posterity. It has in- 
deed suffered a little hitherto from the well-meant manipulations of 
Tenison, which succeeding editors have not entirely removed, and 
which we have the means in this case of discriminating with cer- 
tainty. But they affect only the style and taste in its literary aspect, 
and are now at last, I trust, completely eliminated. Wherever the 
copy in Tenison's Baeoniana differs alike from the feir copy at Lam- 
beth (being that which Bacon kept for himself), from the copy in the 
manuscript collection now in the British Museum (Add. 5503) — 
being a transcript of his own " register-book of letters," which he 
left to trustees for publication or preservation, — and from the copy 
in the Cabala (ed. 1663), where the letter was first printed, probably 
from the original which went to the King,— I conclude that the va- 
riation represents, not what Bacon wrote, but what Tenison thought 
he had better have written, and I have rejected it without scruple. 

The copy which follows is taken from the Lambeth MS., which 
has Bacon's own docket upon it, and in the absence of the letter ac- 
tually despatched must be accepted as the highest authority. 

A Letter to the King toucqino the Lord Chancellor's 

PLACE.^ 

It may please your most excellent Majesty, 

Your worthy Chancellor, I fear, goes his last day. God 
hath hitherto use^ to weed out such servants as grew not fit for 
your Majesty. But now he hath gathered to himself a true 
sage, or salvia, out of your garden.* But your Majesty's service 
must not be mortal. 

Upon this heavy accident I pray your Majesty in all humble- 
ness and sincerity to give me leave to use a few words. I must 

> Add. MSS. 5603 f. 67. * Gibson Papers, vol. viii. f. 24. Fair copy. 

* So the three copies above mentioned. The copy in the Baeoniana has " ona 
of the choicer plants in your Migesty's garden." 

VOL. V. a 
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never foi^et, when I moved your Majesty for the Attorney** 
place, it was your own sole act^ more than that Somerset when 
he knew yoar Majesty had resolved it, thrust himself into the 
business for a fee :^ and therefore I have no reason to pray to 
saints. 

I shall now again make oblation to your Majesty, first of my 
heart, then of my service, thirdly of my place of attorney, which 
I think is honestly worth 6000/. per annum? and fourthly of 
my place of the Star-Chamber,* which is worth 1600/. per 
annum ; and with the favour and countenance of a Chaiicellor 
much more. 

I hope I may be acquitted of presumption if I think of it^ 
both because my father had the place, which is some civil in« 
ducement to my desire (and I pray God your Majesty may have 
twenty no worse years in your greatness, than Queen Elisabeth 
had in her model, after my father's placing), and chiefly because 
since the Chancellor's place went to the law, it^ was ever con- 
ferred upon some of the learned counsel, and never upon a Judge. 
For Audeley was raised from King's serjeant ; my father firom. 
attorney of the wards ; Bromley from solicitor ; Puckering from 
Queen's serjeant ; Egerton from master of the rolls, having newly 
left the attorney's place. 

Now I beseech your Majesty let me put you the present case 
truly. If you take my Lord Coke,^ this will follow ; first your 
Majesty shall put an over-ruling nature into an over-ruling 
place, which may breed an extreme ; Next you shall blunt his 
industries in matter of your finances, which seemeth to aim 
at another place; And lastly, popular men are no sure moun* 
ters* for your Majesty's saddle. If you take my Lord Hubbard, 
you shall have a Judge at the upper end of your council board 
and another at the lower end, whereby your Majesty will find 
your prerogative pent ; for though there should be emulation be- 
tween them, yet as legists they will agree in magnifying that 

' So the three copies. The Bacaniana giyes " that it was jour own sole ad 
and not mj Lord of Somerset's, who when he knew your M^esty had Kaolred it, 
thrust himself into the business to gain thanks/* 

3 This clause is omitted in the JSaconiana. 

• The rest of the sentence is omitted in the Baconiana, 

< " Because the Chancellor's phice, after it went to the law, was," etc. : Baconiana. 

• After " Coke," there follow in the MS. the words *• (who in my mouth I think 
the best choice),'* with a line drawn through them. 

• " Mountures" in MS. 
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wherein they are best. He is no statesman but an oeoonomist^ 
wholly for himself; so as your Majesty, more than an outward 
form, will find little help in him for your business. If you take 
my Lord of Canterbury, I will say no more but the Chancellor's 
place requires an whole man ; and to have both jurisdictionsj 
spiritual and temporal, in that height, is fit but for a king.^ 

For myself, I can only present your Majesty with gloria in 
obsequio : yet I dare promise, that if I sit in that place your 
business shall not make such short turns upon you as it doth, 
but when a direction is once given, it shall be pursued and per- 
formed, and your Majesty shall only be troubled with the true 
care of a king, which is to think what you would have done in 
chief, and not how for the passages. 

I do presume also, in respect of my father's memory, and that 
I have been always gracious in the lower house, 1 have some in« 
terest in the gentlemen of England, and shall be able to do 
some effect in rectifying that body of parliament-men,' which is 
cardo rerum. For let me tell your Majesty, that that part of 
the Chancellor's place, whidh is to judge in equity between 
party and party, that same regnum judidale (which since my 
father's time is but too much enlarged) concemeth your Majesty 
least, more than the acquitting of your conscience for justice. 
But it is the other parts, of a moderator amongst your Council, of 
an overseer over your Judges, of a planter of fit justices and 
governors in the country, that importeth your affairs and these 
times most. 

I will add also, that I hope by my care the inventive part of 
your Council will be strengthened, who now commonly do exer- 
cise rather their judgments than their inventions, and the inven- 
tive part Cometh from projectors and private men, which cannot 
be so well \ in which kind my Lord of Salisbury had a good me- 
thod, if his ends had been upright.* 

To conclude : if I were the man I would be, I should hope^ 
that as your Majesty hath of late won hearts by depressing, you 
should in this leese no hearts by advancing: for I see your 
people can better skill of concretum than abstracium, and that 
the waves of their affections flow rather after persons than things : 

^ The whole of this paramph Ib omitted in the Baconiana, 

' " Parliament " in the Saconiana, 

^ The last clause omitted in the Bctconiana, 

r2 
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80 that acts of this nature (if this were one) do more good than 
twenty bills of grace. 

If Grod call my Lord^ the warrants and commissions which 
are requisite for the taking of the seal, and for the working with 
it, and for the rcTiying of warrants under his hand^ which die 
with him, and the like, shall be in readiness. And in this time 
presseth more, because it is the end of a term, and almost the 
beginning of the circuits; so that the seal cannot stand still. 
But this may be done as heretofore by commission, till your 
Majesty hath resolved of an officer. God erer preserve yoar 
Majesty. 

Your Migesty most humble subject 

and bounden servant, 

Fb. Bacon. 

12th Feb. 1615. 

I should not have thought it worth while to make any comment 
yxevBy were it not that Lord Campbell appeals to this letter as contain* 
ing evidence in itself that Bacon was really the meanest of mankind ; 
and that too with the letter itself lying fairly before him and fairly 
laid before his readers. The reason he gives is that it is ^ some- 
thing very like suing to be made a Judge and bargaining for a place 
of judicature/' — practices which Bacon had himself noted as diaquali* 
fying the suitor. Something like suing to be made a Judge no doubt 
it is : it is advising the King to make him Lord Chancellor. But it is 
also something very unlike what Bacon meant when he denounced the 
practice : for it is really a piece of adoioe offered to the King in the 
King's own interest by a person whom he had encouraged and in- 
vited to advise. When Bacon said that he should for his own part 
" suspect " a man who sued to be made a Judge, he did not mean a 
man in the position of Attorney-General, or otherwise entitled to 
offer counsel in such matters ; still less a man whose suit consisted 
in an appeal to the personal knowledge of his qualifications possessed 
by the patron himself, as proved in a long course of service. If all 
suits were urged on similar grounds and in a similar spirit to this, 
there would be no more harm in suing for a judicial office than for 
any other. And to say that it is " something like bargaining fop 
a place of judicature" is not only to misapprehend, but absolutely to 
pervert and read in an opposite sense the nature of the proposal. 
What he qffers for the place is only that which in accepting it he 
must necessarily relinquish. He could not keep the Attomey-GFe- 
neralship and the Clerkship of the Star Chamber if he became Lord 
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Chancellor ; and though he might perhaps have made something of 
them by selling the reversions beforehand, I suppose nobodj will 
say that in offering to forego that right and give up his patents 
yro/it, he was proposing anything in the nature of a corrupt bargain. 
His enumeration of the four " oblations " which he was going to 
make was in fact a warning that he was not going to make oblation 
of money. 

Happily neither the King nor Yilliers required any such propitia- 
tion, and he received a message in reply which amounted to a promise 
of the Chancellorship when it should be vacant ; as I gather from 
the following letter, which comes also from his own collection. The 
heading is the docket, written in his own hand. 

A LETTER TO SiR O. YlLLIERS TOUCHING A MESSAGE BROUGHT 

TO HIM BY Mr. Shute^ of a promise op the Chancel- 



Sir, 
The message which I received from you by Mr. Shute, hath 
bred in me such belief and confidence^ as I will now wholly rely 
upon your excellent and happy self. When persons of greatness 
and quality begin speech with me of the matter^ and offer me 
their good offices, I can but answer them civilly* But those 
things are but toys. I am yours surer to you than to my own 
life. For, as they speak of the Turquois stone in a ring, I will 
break into twenty pieces, before you have the least fall. Ood 
keep you ever. 

Your truest servant. 

iv*"* of Feb. 1616. Fr. Bacon. 

My Lord Chancellor is prettily amended. I was with him 
yesterday almost half an hour. He used me with wonderful 
tokens of kiudness* We both wept, which I do not often. 



8. 

The Chancellor was in fact so much better, that it now seemed 
likely that he would overcome his disease completely, and live to 
take up arms once more in defence of his Court against a new ag- 
gression. For Coke,— whose elevation to the King's Bench and a 

* Oibson Papers, vol. viii. f. 26 j feir copy : own hand. Another copy in Add. 
MSS. 6603. 
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seat in the Privy Council, though it maj have made his collisions 
with Frerogatiye less frequent, had not at all allayed his thirst for 
jurisdiction, — ^had lately found a dause in an old statute which, with 
a little straining, might be construed as forbidding all other Courts 
to meddle with any case which had been adjudicated in his own ; and 
a case had just occurred which gave him an opportunity of putting 
it in force. A man against whom judgment had been obtained in 
the King's Bench by a fraudulent creditor, having applied in vain 
for a reversal of the judgment in the same Court, had carried the 
case into Chancery, and obtained there a decree in his favour, for 
non-execution of which the fraudulent creditor had been committed 
to prison. The case being again brought before the King's Bench 
upon a writ of Haheaa Corpus, Coke decided that the decree and 
imprisonment, being afber a judgment at common law, were unlaw- 
ful, and that the Court ought to relieve the prisoner. And there 
the matter rested up to the 27th of January ; when Bacon (as we 
have seen) informed the King that he heard no further speech of it, 
and that he thought the common employment of the Chancellor and 
Chief Justice in the business of Somerset would suspend the quarrel 
for the time. This however does not appear to have been the real 
history of the delay. Protection against imprisonment was not the 
only relief which the Court could offer to its client. The passing of 
the decree in Chancery was held by Coke to be an indictable offence: 
and though the case, being new, took some time in preparation, it 
was ready before the term ended. On the 12th of February (which 
was the last day of it) indictments of pramunire were preferred in 
the King's Bench against all the persons who had been concerned in 
the proceeding in Chancery, — the plaintiffs, the counsellors, the so- 
licitors, and the clerks. They were preferred with Coke's full sanc- 
tion and approbation, and only failed because he could not by in- 
struction, authority, expostulation, or threats of committal — ^aU of 
which he used to the full — induce the grand jury to find a true bill. 
And this was the state of the case when the three next letters were 
written ; which with this introduction will be sufficiently intelligible. 

A Letter to the Kino, of mt Lord Chancellor's amend- 
ment, AND THE DIFFERENCE BEGUN BETWEEN THE CHAN- 
CERY AND Kino's Bench.^ 

It may please your most excellent Majesty, 

I do find (God be thanked) a sensible amendment in my 

* Gibson Papers, vol. viii. f. 25 j fair copy, with two or three corrections in Ba- 
's hand. The heading is from Add. MSS. 5503. 
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Lord Chancellor : I was with him yesterday in private confer- 
ence about half an hour, and this day again at such time as he 
did seal^ which he endnred well almost the space of an hour^ 
though the vapour of wax be oflFensive to him. He is free from 
a fever, perfect in his powers of memory and speech, and not 
hollow in his voice nor look. He hath no panting or labour-^ 
ing respiration; neither are his coughs dry or weak. But 
whosoever thinketh his disease is but melancholy, he maketh 
no true judgment of it. For it is plainly a formed and deep 
cough, with a pectoral surcharge; so that at times he doth al- 
most animam agere. I forbear to advertise your Majesty of the 
care I took to have commissions in readiness, because Mr. Se- 
cretary Lake hath let me understand he signified as much to 
your Majesty : but I hope there shall be no use of them for this 
time. 

And as I am glad to advertise your Majesty of the amend- 
ment of your Chancellor's person, so T am sorry to accompany 
it with an advertisement of the sickness of your Chancery court, 
though (by the grace of God) that cure will be much easier than 
the other. 

It is trqe I did lately write to your Majesty, that for the mat- 
ter of the Habeas corpora (which was the third matter in law 
you had given me in charge,) I did think the communion of ser- 
vice between my Lord Chancellor and my Lord Chief Justice in 
the great business of examination, would so join them as they 
would not square at this time. But pardon me (I humbly pray 
your Majesty) if I have too reasonable thoughts. 

And yet that which happened the last day of the term, con- 
cerning certain indictments in the nature of praemunire, pre- 
ferred into the King's Bench, but not found, is not so much as 
is voiced abroad ; (though I must say, it was omni tempore nU 
mium, and hoc tempore cUienum) : and therefore I beseech your 
Majesty not to give any believing ear to reports, but to receive 
the truth from me that am your Attorney-general and ought to 
stand indiflTerent for jurisdictions of all courts ; which account I 
cannot give your Majesty now, because I was then absent, and 
some are now absent, which are properly and authentically to 
inform me touching that which passed. Neither let this any 
ways disjoint your other business, for there is a time for all 
things, and this very accident may be turned to good. Not that 
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I am of opinion that that tame canning maxim of Separa ei tm- 
pera, which sometimes holdeth in persons, can well take place in 
jurisdictions, but because some good occasion by this excess may 
be taken to settle that which would have been more dangerous 
if it had gone on by little and little. God ever preserve your 
Majesty. 

Your Majesty's most humble subject 

and most bounden servant, 

Fb. Bacon. 
15 Feb. 1616. 



A LBTTSB TO SlB O. VlLLIERS TOUCHING THB DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN THE CoURT OP ChANCERY AND KlNO's BeNCH. 

19 Feb. 1615.^ 

Sir, 

I received this morning from you two letters by the same 
bearer, the one written before, the other after his Majesty had 
received my last. 

In this difiference between the two courts of Chancery and 
King's Bench (for so I had rather take it for this time, than be- 
tween the persons of my Lord Chancellor and my Lord Chief 
Justice) I marvel not if rumour get way of true relation. For 
I know fame hath swift wings, specially that which hath black 
feathers. But within these two days (for sooner I cannot be 
ready) I will write unto his Majesty both the narrative truly, 
and my opinion sincerely; taking much comfort that I serve 
such a king as hath Ood^s property in discerning truly of men's 
hearts. 

I purpose to speak with my Lord Chancellor this day and so 
to exhibit that cordial of his Majesty's grace, as I hope this other 
accident will rather rouse and raise his spirits, than deject him 
or incline him to a relapse. Mean while I commend the wit of 
a mean man that said this other day, *' Well (saith he) the next 
" term you shall have an old man come with a besom of worm- 
" wood in his hand, that will sweep away all this." For it is my 
Lord Chancellor's fashion, specially towards the summer, to 
carry a posy of wormwood. I write this letter in haste to re- 

» GKbson Papers, yoI. tuL f. 27 ; fkir copy. The heading from docket in Ba- 
con's hand. 
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turn your messenger with it. Ood keep you; and long and 

happily may you serve his Majesty. 

Your true and affectionate servant^ 

Fr, Bacon. 
19 Feb. 1616. 

Sir, I humbly thank you for your inward letter; I have 
burned it as you commanded : but the flame it hath kindled in 
me will never be extinguished,^ 



Letter to the Kinoes most excellent Majesty, concerning 

THE FRJEMUNIRE IN THE EiNO's BeNCH, AGAINST THE CHAN- 
CERY.' 21 February, 1615. 

It may please your most excellent Majesty, 

I was yesterday in the afternoon with my Lord Chancellor, 
(according to your commandment which I received by the Mas- 
ter of the Horse,) and find the old man well comforted both to- 
wards Ood and towards the world. And that same middle com- 
fort, which is divine and human, proceeding from your Majesty, 
being God's lieutenant on earth, I am persuaded hath been a 
great cause that such a sickness hath been portable to such an 
age. I did not fail in my conjecture that this business of the 
Chancery hath stirred him. He sheweth to despise it, but he is 
full of it, and almost like a young duellist that findeth himself 
behind-hand. 

I will now, as your Majesty requireth, give you a true relation 
of that which hath passed: neither will I decline your royal com- 
mandment for delivering my opinion also, though it be a tender 
subject to write on. But I that account my being but as an 
accident to my service, will neglect no duty upon self-safety. 

First, it is necessary I let your Majesty know the ground of 
the difference between the two courts, that your Majesty may 
the better understand the narrative. 

There was a statute made 27 Edw. II L cap. 1, which (no 
doubt) in the principal intention thereof was ordained against 

> " This little piece aboye, being as t postscript, was written on a small piece of 
paper by itself and enclosed herein." Qsote in MS.) Above it is written in Ba- 
con's hwid " Inclosed." 

' GKbson Papers, vol. viii. f. 28. Copy with corrections in Bacon's hand. 
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those that sued to Rome, wherein there are words somewhat 
general against any thai questioneth or impeacheth any judgment 
given in the king's courts, or in any other court. Upon these 
doubtful words, {other courts^) the controversy groweth. For 
the sounder interpretation taketh them to be meant of those 
courts, which though locally they were not held at Rome or 
where the Pope's chair was, but here within the realm, yet in 
their jurisdiction had their dependency upon the court of Rome ; 
as were the court of the legate here, and the courts of. the arch* 
bishops and bishops, which were then but subordinate judgment* 
seats to that high tribunal of Rome. And for this construction 
the opposition of the words (if they be well observed) between 
the king's courts and other courts maketh very much ; for it im- 
porteth as if those other courts were not the king's courts. Also 
the main scope of the statute fortifieth the same ; and lastly the 
practice of many ages. The other interpretation (which deaveth 
to the letter) expoundeth the king's courts ix)he the courts of law 
only, and other courts to be courts of equity, as the Chancery, 
Exchequer-chamber, Dutchy, etc, though this also flieth in- 
deed from the letter, for that all these are the king's courts. 
4« H. 4. There is also another statute which is but a simple prohibi- 
oap. 23. tion, and not with a penalty of prtemunire (as the other is). 
That after judgments given in the king's courts, the parties sfiaU 
be in peace, except the judgmenis be undone by Error or Attaint 
(which is a legal form of reversal). And of this also I hold the 
sounder interpretation to be, to settle possessions against distur- 
bances, and not to take away remedy in equity, where those 
judgments are obtained ex rigore juris, and against good con- 
science. 

But upon these two statutes there hath been a late conceit in 
some, that if a judgment pass at the common law against any, 
that he may not after sue for relief in Chancery; and if he do, 
both he and his counsel and his solicitors, yea and the judge in 
equity himself, are within the danger of those statutes. 

Here your Majesty hath the true state of the question, which 
I was necessarily to open to you first ; because your Majesty 
calleth for this relation not as news, but as business. Now to 
the historical part. 

It is the course of the King's Bench, that they give in charge 
to a grand jury offences of all natures to be presented, within 
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Middlesex, where the said court is; and the manner is, to enu- 
merate them as it were in articles. This was done by Justice 
Crook, the Wednesday before the term ended ; and that article 
{If any man, after ajiulgment given, hcui drawn the said judg^ 
ment to a new examination in any other court) was by him spe- 
cially given in chaise, which had not used to be given in charge 
before : It is true it was not solemnly dwelt upon, but as it were 
thrown in amongst the rest. 

The last day of the term (and that which all men condemn, 
the supposed last day of my Lord Chancellor's life) there were 
two indictments preferred of pramwdre, for suing in chancery 
after judgment at common law; the one by Rich. Glanville, the 
other by William AUen : the former against Courtnay, the 
party in chancery, Oibb the counsellor, and Deurst the clerk ; 
the latter against alderman Bowles and Humfrey Smith, parties 
in chancery, seijeant More the counsellor, Elias Wood solicitor 
in the cause, and Sir John Tindal, master of the chancery, and 
an assessor to my Lord Chancellor. 

For the cases themselves, it were too long to trouble your Ma- 
jesty with them, but this I will say; if they were set on that pre- 
ferred them, they were the worst mark-men that ever were that 
set them on ; for there could not have been chosen two such 
causes to the honour and advantage of the Chancery, for the 
justness of the decrees and the foulness and scandal both of fact 
and person in those that impeach the decrees. 

The grand jury, consisting as it seemeth of very substantial 
and intelligent persons, would not find the bills, notwithstand- 
ing they were much clamoured by the parties, and twice sent 
back by the court; and in conclusion resolutely seventeen of 
nineteen found an IgTioramus ; wherein for that time I think 
Ignoramus was wiser than those that know too much. 

Your Majesty will pardon me, if I be sparing in delivering to 
you some other circumstances of aggravation and of concurrences 
of some like matters the same day, as if it had been some fatal 
constellation : They be not things so sufficiently tried as I dare 
put them into your ear. 

For my opinion, I cannot but begin with this preface, that I 
am infinitely sorry that your Majesty is thus put to salve and 
cure not only accidents of time but errors of servants; for I ac- 
count this a kind of sickness of my Lord Coke's^ that comes 
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almoet in as ill a time as the sickness of my Lord Chancellor. 
And as I think it was one of the wisest parts that ever he 
played when he went down to your Majesty to Royston, and de- 
sired to have my Lord Chancellor joined with him ; so this was 
one of the weakest parts that ever he played^ to make all the 
world perceive that my Lord Chancellor is severed from him at 
this time. 

But for that which may concern yoar service, which is my end 
(leaving other men to their own ways), first, my opinion is 
plainly, that my Lord Coke at this time is not to be disgraced, 
both because he is so well habituate for that which remaiueth of 
these capital causes, and also for that which I find is in his breast 
touching your finances and matters of repair of your estate. 
And (if I mought speak it) as I think it were good his hopes 
were at an end in some kind, so I could wish they were raised 
in some other. 

On the other side, this great and public affront, not only to 
the reverend and well deserving person of your Chancellor (and 
at a time when he was thought to lie on dying, which was bar- 
barous), but to your high court of Chancery, which is the court 
of your absolute power, may not (in my opinion) pass lightly, 
nor end only in some formal atonement ; but use is to be made 
thereof for the settling of your authority and strengthening of 
your prerogative according to the true rules of monarchy. 

Now to reconcile and accommodate these two advices, which 
seem almost opposite : 

First, your Majesty may not see it (though I confess it be 
suspicious) that my Lord Coke was any way aforehand privy to 
that which was done, or that he did set it or animate it, but 
only took the matter as it came before him ; and that his error 
was only that at such a time he did not divert it in some good 
manner. 

Secondly, if it be true (as is reported) that any of the puisne 
judges did stir this business, or that they did openly revile and 
menace the jury for doing their conscience (as they did honestly 
and truly), I think that judge is worthy to leese his place. And 
to be plain with your Majesty, I do not think there is anything 
a greater polychreston, ad multa utile to your affairs, than upon a 
just and fit occasion to make some example against the presump- 
tion of a judge in causes that concern your Majesty, whereby the 
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:whole body of those magistrates may be contained in better awe; 
and it may be this will light upon no unfit subject of a person 
that is rude and that no man cares for. 

Thirdly^ if there be no one so much in fault (which I cannot 
yet affirm either way/ and there must be a just ground^ Grod for- 
bid else), yet I should think that the very presumption of going 
so far in so high a cause deserveth to have that done which was 
done in this very case upon the indictment of Serjeant Heale in 
Queen Elizabeth's time ; that the Judges should answer it upon 
their knees before your Majesty or your Council, and receive a 
sharp admonition: at which time also my Lord Wray, being 
then Chief Justice, slipt the collar and was forborne. 

Fourthly, for the persons themselves, Glanville and Allen, 
which are base fellows and turbulent, I think there will be dis- 
covered and proved against them (besides the preferring of the 
bills) such combinations and contemptuous speeches and beha- 
viour, as there will be good ground to call them, and perhaps 
some of their petty counsellors at law, into the Star-chamber. 

In all this which I have said your Majesty may be pleased to 
observe, that I do not engage you much in the main point of the 
jurisdiction, for which I have a great deal of reason, which I 
now forbear. But two things I wish to be done : The one, that 
your Majesty take this occasion to redouble unto all your Judges 
your ancient and true charge and rule, that you will endure no 
innovating the point of jurisdiction, but will have every court 
impaled within their own precedents, and not assume to them- 
selves new powers upon conceits and inventions of law ; The 
other, that in these high causes that touch upon State and Mo- 
narchy, your Majesty give them strait charge, that upon any oc- 
casions intervenient hereafter, they do not make the vulgar 
party to their contestations by public handling them, before they 
have consulted with your Majesty, to whom the reglement of 
those things only appertaineth. 

To conclude, I am not without hope that your Majesty ma- 
naging this business according to your great wisdom, unto which 
I acknowledge myself not to be worthy to be card-holder or a 
candle-holder, will make profit of this accident as a thing of 
God's sending. 

Lastly, I may not forget to represent to your Majesty, that 
there is no thinking of arraignments until these things be some- 
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ivhat accommodate^ and some outward and superficial reconcilia- 
tion at least made between my Lord Chancellor and my Lord 
Chief Justice ; for this accident is a banquet to all Somerset's 
friends. But this is a thing that falleth out naturally of itself, in 
respect of the Judges going circuit, and my Lord Chancellor's 
infirmity with hope of recovery. And although this protraction 
of time may breed some doubt of mutability, yet I have lately 
learned out of an excellent letter of a certain king, That the sun 
sheweth sometimes watry to our eyes, but when the doud is 
gone the sun is as before. God ever preserve your Majesty. 
Your Majesty's most humble subject 

and most bounden servant, 

Fr. Bacon. 
21 Feb. 1616. 

Your Majesty's commandment speaketh for pardon of so long 
a letter, which yet I wish may have a short continuance and be 
punished with fire. 

We shall see presently in what way this question was disposed of 
so as to secure the advantages which Bacon expected to reap firom it. 
The case is remarkable as one in which Coke was in the wrong and 
posterity has not taken his part. 



9. 

The postscript to the last letter (which is taken from the original 
manuscript, though it has not been printed before) shows thiU^ Bacon 
was beginning to feel a little uneasy in his new position of confiden- 
tial adviser of the King in matters properly belonging to the Council 
Table, without having a seat there. It is easy to understand that 
the position was both invidious and disadvantageous; — ^invidious, 
because he had to give opinions privately which affected the interests 
of others ; disadvantageous, because he could not appear in person 
to maintain them. The proper and natural remedy was to make him 
a Privy Councillor. He had already spoken to Villiers on the sub- 
lect, and represented to him how materially he would be strengthened 
thereby for his present course of service. But the apparent pro- 
spect of an immediate vacancy in the Chancellorship had suspended 
the project for the time ; because if Bacon succeeded, the thing 
would come of itself. Now EUesmere's unexpected recovery, pro- 
mising to keep him in his present place for an indefinite period, 
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raised it into importance again and made it desirable to have the 
other measure despatched without further delaj. He accordingly 
renewed his motion to YiUiers in the following letter. 



A LETTER TO SiR GeORGB ViLLIBRS^ TOUCHING A MOTION TO 

SWEAR HIM Councillor.^ February 21^ 1615. 

Sir, 
My Lord Chancellor's health growing with the days, and 
his resignation being an incertainty, I would be glad you went 
on with my first motion, my swearing privy counsellor. This I 
desire not so much to make myself more sure of the other, and 
to put it past competition (for herein I rest wholly upon the 
King and your excellent self), but because I find hourly that I 
need this strength in his Majesty's service, both for my better 
warrant and satisfaction of my conscience that I deal not in 
things above my vocation, and for my better countenance and 
prevailing where his Majesty's service is under any pretext 
opposed, I would it were despatched. I remember a greater 
matter than this was despatched by a lettet firom Royston, which 
was the placing of the Archbishop that now is j and I imagine 
the King did it of purpose, that the act mought appear to be his 
own. 

My Lord Chancellor told me yesterday in plain terms, that if 
the King would ask his opinion touching the person that he 
would commend to succeed him upon death or disability, he 
would name me for the fittest man. You may advise whether 
use may not be made of this ofier. 

I sent a pretty while since a paper to Mr. John Murray, which 
was indeed a little remembrance of some things past, concerning 
my honest and faithful services to his Majesty ; not by way of 
boasting (from which I am far), but as tokens of my studying 
his service uprightly and carefully. If you be pleased to call 
for the paper, which is with Mr. John Murray, and to find a fit 
time that his Majesty may cast an eye upon it, I think it will do 
no hurt ; and I have written to Mr. Murray to deliver the paper 
if you call for it. Ood keep you in all happiness. 

Your truest servant. 

1 Add. MSS. 6503, no. 52, f. 45. 
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Of the paper concerning his own services here referred to, which 
would have been of great use to a biographer, I have not met with 
any traces ; nor do we hear any more of it. ' But it is clear that at 
this time the value of his services was well understood by the King, 
and that Villiers (whose influence was increasing daily) was taking 
a lively and unselfish interest in his fortunes, — an inter^t founded 
apparently on genuine respect and admiration, and not expecting to 
be paid for in any kind of unworthy compliance. Nor had there 
been any time when the duties of his place were more according to 
his mind. In the contention between the Common Law and the 
Prerogative, which was the most important business then in hand, — 
and in which his conduct, whether excusable or not, is now com- 
monly assumed to stand so much in need of excuse, — there can be no 
doubt, I think, that the side which was assigned to him by his office 
(for I suppose that even now an attorney-general is not expected to 
oppose the government which he serves) was the side which he be- 
lieved to be right, and on which (had office and the hope of office and 
the wish for office been all alike out of the question) he would have 
ranged himself, simply as a disinterested statesman and patriot. Nor 
was the vindication of public justice in the case of the murder of 
Overbury a cause less after his own heart. As the case stood now 
it presented many difficulties, but the end which he had to aim at 
was the same which, for the good of the country and without consi- 
deration of any personal interest of his own, he wished to see at- 
tained. Assuming that his attachment to the Crown (which was his 
party) was of the same complexion as the attachment of a modem 
conservative to the conservative party, or a modern liberal to the 
liberal party, I do not find that in pursuing the best path towards 
the Chancellorship he was at this time called upon to take any step 
which his judgment did not approve or his conscience sanction. 

The next letter brings us back to the proceedings of the new Com- 
pany for dyeing and dressing cloth ; and the two which foUow explain 
themselves. 

A LETTER OP ADVICE TO THE KiNG, UPON THE BREACH WITH 
THE NEW COMPANY.^ 

It may please your most excellent Majesty^ 

Your Privy Council have wisely and truly discerned of the 
orders and demand of the new company, that they are unlawful 
and unjust ; and themselves have now acknowledged the work 

^ Qibson Papers, vol. Tiii. f. 29. Fair copy^ corrected in Bacon*B hand. A.dd. 
MSS. 6503, f. 70. 
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impossible without them, by their petition in writing now regis- 
tered in the council book. So as this conclusion is (of their 
own making) become peremptory and final to themselves, and 
the impossibility being confessed, the pi*actice and abuse is re- 
served to the judgment the state shall make of it. 

This breach then of this great contract is wholly on their part, 
which could not have been if your Majesty had broken upon the 
patent ; for the patent was your Majesty's act, the orders are 
their act ; and in the former case they had not been liable to 
further question ; now they are. 

There resteth two things to be considered : The one, if they 
(like Proteus when he is hard held) shall yet again vary their 
shape; and shall quit their orders convinced of injustice, and lay 
their imposition only upon the trade of whites, whether your 
Majesty shall further expect. The other, if your Majesty dis- 
solve them upon this breach on their part, what is further to be 
done for the setting of the trade again in joint, and for your own 
honour and profit. In both which points I will not presume to 
give opinion, but only to break the business for your Majesty's 
better judgment. 

For the first, I am sorry the occasion was given (by my Lord 
Coke's speech at this time of the commitment of some of them) 
that they should seek omnem mavere lapidem to help themselves. 
Better it had been, if (as my Lord Fenton said to me that morn- 
ing very judiciously and with a great deal of foresight) that for that 
time they should have had a bridge made for them to be gone. 
Put my Lord Coke floweth according to his own tides, and not 
according to the tides of business. The thing which my Lord Coke 
said was good, and too little ; but at this time it was too much. 

But that is past. Howsoever, (if they should go back and 
seek again to entertain your Majesty with new orders or offers, 
as is said to be intended,) your Majesty hath ready two answers 
of repulse, if it please your Majesty to use them. 

The one, that this is now the fourth time that they have 
mainly broken with your Majesty, and contradicted themselves. 
First, they undertook to dye and dress all the cloths of the 
realm; soon after, they wound themselves into the trade of 
whites, and came down to the proportion contracted.^ 

* Add. MS. 5503 has " camo down to the proper cloths from which thej were 
to be barred.** 
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Secondly^ tbey ought to have performed that contract accord- 
ing to their subecription pro rata, without any of these orders 
and impositions. Soon after^ they deserted their subscription^ 
and had recourse to these devices of orders. 

Thirdly, if by order and not by subscription, yet their orders 
should have laid it upon the whites, which is an unlawful and 
prohibited trade. Nevertheless they would have brought in law- 
ful and settled trades, full manufactures, merchandise of all na- 
tures, poll-money or brotherhood-money, and I cannot tell what. 

And now lastly it seemeth they would go back to lay it upon 
the whites. And therefore whether your Majesty ?rili any more 
rest and build this great wheel of your kingdom upon these 
broken and brittle pins, and try experiments further upon the 
health and body of your state, I leave to your princely judg- 
ment. 

The other answer of repulse is a kind of opposing them what 
they will do after the three years contracted for; which is a 
point hitherto not much stirred, though Sir Lionel Cranfield 
hath ever beaten upon it in his speech with me. For after the 
three years they are not tied otherwise than as trade shall give 
encouragement, of which encouragement your Majesty hath a 
bitter taste : and if they should hold on according to the third 
year's proportion, and not rise on by further gradation, your 
Majesty hath not your end. Nay I fear, and have long feared, 
that this feeding of the foreigner may be dangerous ; for as we 
may think to hold up our clothing by vent of whites, till we can 
dye and dress : so they (I mean the Dutch,) will think to hold 
up their manufacture of dyeing and dressing upon our whites, 
till they can clothe. So as your Majesty hath the greatest rea- 
son in the world to make the new company to confirm and 
strengthen that part of their contract ; and, they refusing (as it 
is confidently believed they will), to make their default more 
visible to all men. 

For the second main part of your Majesty's consultation, that 
is, what shall be done supposing an absolute breach ; I have had 
some speech with Mr. Secretary Lake, and likewise with Sir 
Lionel Cranfield ; and, as I eonceive, there may be three ways 
taken into consideration. 

The first is, that the old company be restored, who, no doubt^ 
are in appetite, and (as I find by Sir Lionel Cranfield) not un- 
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prepared; and that the two licences, the one, that of 30000 
cloths, which was the old licence, the other that of my Lord 
of Cumberland's, which is without stint, (my Lord of Cumber- 
land receiving satisfaction,) be compoundjEd into one entire li- 
cence without stint; and then that they amongst themselves 
take order for that profit which hath been oflTered to your Ma- 
jesty. 

This is a plain and known way, wherein your Majesty is not 
an actor; only it hath this, that the work of dyeing and dressing 
cloths, which hath been so much glorified, seemeth to be wholly 
relinquished, if you leave there. 

The second is, that there be a free trade of cloth, with this 
difierence, that the dyed and dressed pay no custom, and the 
whites double custom (it being a merchandise prohibited and 
only licentiate). This continueth in life and fame the work de- 
sired, and will have a popular applause. But I do confess I did 
ever think that trading in companies is most agreeable to the 
English nature, which wanteth that same general vein of a re- 
public which runneth in the Dutch and serveth to them instead 
of a company ; and therefore I dare not advise to adventure this 
great trade of the kingdom (which hath been so long under 
government) in a free or loose trade. 

The third is a compounded way of both, which is to go on with 
the trade of whites by the old company restored ; and that your 
Majesty's profit be raised by order amongst themselves, rather 
than by double custom, (wherein you must be the actor) ; and 
that nevertheless there be added a privil^e to the same company 
to carry out cloths dyed and dressed, custom-free ; which will 
still continue as a glorious beam of your Majesty's royal design. 

I hope and wish at least that this which I have written may 

be of some use to your Majesty, to settle by the advice of the 

Lords about you this great business. At the least it is the efiect 

of my care and poor ability, which, if in me be any, I know is 

given me to no other end but faithfully to serve your Majesty. 

God ever preserve you. 

Your Majesty's most humble subject 

and bounden servant, 

Fr. Bacon. 
26 Feb. 1616. 
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A LETTER TO SiR OeOROE YiLLIERE^ TOUCHING A MOTION TO 

SWEAR HIM Councillor. February 27, 1615.^ 

Sir, 

I humbly pray you not to think me over-hasty or much in 
appetite^ if I put you in remembrance of my motion of strength- 
ening me with the oath and trust of a privy councillor ; not for 
my own strength, (for as to that, I thank Ood, I am armed 
within) but for the strength of my service. The times I submit 
to you, who know them best ; but sure I am, there were never 
times which did more require a King's Attorney to be well armed, 
and (as I said once to you) to wear a gauntlet and not a glove. 
The arraignments, when they proceed ; the contention between 
the Chancery and King's Bench ; the great cause of the Rege tn- 
consulio, which is so precious to the King's prerogative ; divers 
other services which concern the King's revenue and the repair 
of his estate. Besides, I see it pleaseth his Majesty to accept 
well of my relations touching his business, which may seem a 
Kind of interloping (as the merchants call it) for one that is no 
councillor. But I leave all to you, thinking myself infinitely 
bounden to you for your great favours, the beams whereof I see 
plainly reflect upon me even from others ; so that now I have 
no greater ambition than this, that as the King sheweth himself 
to you the best master, so I mought be found your best servant. 
In which wish and vow I shall ever rest, 

most devoted and afiectionate to obey your commands. 

To THE Kino, upon some intimation about the Chancsl- 

lor's place.* 

It may please your most excellent Majesty, 
The last day when it pleased your Majesty to express your- 
self towards me in favour far above that I can deserve or could 
expect, I was surprised by the Prince's coming in. I most hum- 
bly pray your Majesty to accept these few lines of acknowledg- 
ment. I never had great thoughts for myself, further than to 
maintain those great thoughts which I confess I have for your 
service. I know what honour is, and I know what the times 

1 Add. MSS. 5503, f. 46. 

' GKbflon Papers, vol. viii. f. 30. Fair oo py, corrected in Bacon's hand. 
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are. But I thank God with me my service is the principal, and 
it is fiu* from me under honourable pretences to cover base de- 
sires; which I account them to be^ when men refer too much 
to themselves, specially serving such a King. I am afraid of no- 
thing but that the Master of the Horse, your excellent servant, 
and I shall fall out about this, who shall hold your stirrup best. 
But were you mounted and seated without difficulties and dis- 
tastes in your business, as I desire and hope to see you, I should 
ex animo desire to spend the decline of my years in my studies : 
wherein also I should not forget to do him honour, who besides 
his active and politic virtues is the best pen of kings, much more 
the best subject of a pen. Gt>d ever preserve your Majesty. 
Your Majesty's most humble subject, 

and more and more obliged servant, 

Fr. Bacon. 
1 April, 1616. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

A.D. 1616. JBTAT. 56, 
1. 

It will be remembered that the arraignment of the Somersets for 
the murder of Overbury, which seemed to be on the point of coming 
on in January, had been postponed till the arrival of Sir John Digbj 
from Spain. The postponement seems to have been at the instance 
of Coke, who coming across a confidential despatch of Digbj's which 
had got into Somerset's hands, and hastily inferring that it had been 
intercepted by him and the contents hidden from the King, scented 
high treason.' I^igby arrived on the 21st of March,' and was imme- 
diately put into communication with Coke. An extract, for which 
we are indebted to Mr. Gardiner, from his letter to the King writ- 
ten after the interview, will explain the occasion of the proceedings 
reported in the next, letter, and at the same time prepare us to find 
that nothiog came of them. 

Sir John Dighy to the King, April 3, 1616. 

... By the marginal notes of my Lord Chief Joatioe Coke upon the en- 
closed letter, which is the same I received from him, your M. will see in 
what parfcicolars he desired to receive satisfaction, as judging he might 
make use of them in this business which he had now in hand, though in- 
deed they have no relation to it ; neither, as I conceived, can there any in- 
ference be drawn from them concerning it, since it now appeareth that my 
Lord of Somerset acquainted your Majesty with the despatch, and con- 
cealed not those businesses of consequence from you, as it seemeth my 
Lord Coke believed, when your Majesty commanded me to attend him, for 
(as I remember) he told me your Majesty had never seen that despatch. 

I must confess unto your Majesty that I am of opinion that the coming 
of this letter unto my Lord Coke's hands hath been the cause of his aggra- 

* See 'Notes for an Indictment' (drawn up by Coke). S. P. Dom. Jamea L 
Feb. (?) 1616-16. 
3 Sherbum to Carleton, March 23, 1615-16. S. P. Dom. James I. 
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Yating matters veiy far ; for he haying there found mention ipade of the 
diflcoTery of jour Majesty's secrets, of great sums of money bestowed upon 
your Majesty's principal ministers, of Spanish pensioners, of the selling 
of my despatches, etc., either conjectured these things to hare been abso- 
lutely held back from your Majesty, or else, lighting upon them in the 
prosecution of the business concerning my Lord of Somerset, made a 
wrong application of them to him, whereas the truth is they had only a 
reference to times past, and I had formerly at large made your Majesty 
acquainted with them, and so shall again my Lord Chancellor, as far as 
your Majesty shall think it fit for your service. 

Of all that I am able to say unto your Majesty concerning my Lord of 
Somerset, both of his careless manner of keeping those papers and secrets 
committed unto him by your Majesty, as likewise his treating with the 
Spanish ambassador in the business of the marriage, both without your 
Majesty's pririty, and clear in a contrary manner to that which your Ma* 
jesty had signified unto me was your pleasure should be held, I have in 
my former despatches given unto your Majesty a full account. But here- 
unto it is likely much may be added by the light that may be gathered 
from Sir R, Cotton, if he may be examined concerning all the particulars 
in which he was employed by my Lord of Somerset to the Spanish Am- 
bassador ; both how far he therein used your Majesty's name, as likewise 
what hopes and promises were given for the effecting of the said match, 
and especially whether by my Lord of Somerset's directions he discovered 
not certain propositions and demands in point of religion, which in great 
secrecy I had sent unto your Majesty; as likewise, what other advertise- 
ment of mine he acquainted the Spanish ambassador withal.^ 

In consequence of this letter the King directed the Lord GhanceU 
lor and Bacon to confer with Digby as to the points on which Cotton 
should be examined ; and a meeting took place accordingly on the 
9th of April ; of which the same evening Bacon sent the following 
report to Villiers : — 

A Letter from the King's Attorney to Sir George 
Villiers^ touching the examination of Sir Robert Cot- 
ton UPON SOME information GIVEN BY SiR JoHN DlGBT.^ 

Sir, 

I received your letter yesterday towards the evening, being 
the 8th of this present, tc^ether with the interrogatories included, 
which his Majesty hath framed, not only with a great deal of 
judgment what to interrogate, but in a wise and apt order. For 
I do find that the degrees of questions are of great efficacy in 
examination. I received also notice and direction by your letter, 
that Sir Robert Cotton was first throughly to be examined; 
* aardiner, voL iL p. 367. ' Add. MSS. 5503, f. 91. 
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which indeed was a thing most necessary to begin with ; and 
that for that purpose Sir John Digby was to inform my Lord 
Chancellor of such points as he conceived to be material ; and 
that I likewise should take a full account from my Lord Chief 
Justice of all Sir Robert Cotton's precedent examinations. It 
was my part then to take care^ that that which his Majesty had 
so well directed and expressed should be accordingly performed 
without loss of time. 

For which purpose, having soon after the receipt of your letter 
received a letter from my Lord Chancellor, that he appointed 
Sir John Digby to be with him at two o'clock in the idftemoon 
as this day, and required my presence, I spent the meantime, 
being this afternoon,^ in receiving the precedent examinations of 
Sir Robert Cotton from my Lord Chief Justice, and perusing 
of them ; and accordingly attended my Lord Chancellor at the 
hour appointed, where I found Sir John Digby. 

At this meeting it was the endeavour of my Lord ChanceUor 
and myself to take such light from Sir John Digby as might 
conduce first to the examination of Sir Robert Cotton, and then 
to the main examination of Somerset. Wherein we found Sir 
John Digby ready and willing to discover unto us what he knew ; 
and he had also (by the Lord Chancellor's direction) prepared 
some heads of examination in writing for Sir Robert Cotton ; of 
all which use shall be made for his Majesty's service, as is fit. 
Howbeit, for so much as did concern the practice of conveying 
the Prince into Spain, or the Spanish pensions, he was somewhat 
reserved ; upon this ground, that they were things his Majesty 
knew, and things which by some former commandment from his 
Majesty he was restrained to keep in silence, and that he con- 
ceived they could no ways be applied to Somerset. Wherefore 
it was not fit to press him beyond that which he conceived to be 
his warrant, before we had known his Majesty's further pleasure ; 
which I pray you return unto us with all convenient speed. I 
for my part am in no appetite for secrets ; but nevertheless see- 
ing his Majesty's great trust towards me (wherein I shall never 
deceive him) and that I find the Chancellor of the same opinion, 
I do think it were good my Lord Chancellor chiefly and myself 

' So in MS. The copy prmt^xJ bj Birch (which professes to be taken " from m 
old manuscript in his possession, entitled, A Book of Letters of Sir Framcis 
Bacon ") lias "forenoon," which must apparentlj be the true reading. 
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were made acquainted with the persons and the particulars; not 
only because it may import his Majesty^s service otherwise^ but 
also because to my understanding (for therein I do not much 
rely upon Sir John Digby's judgment) it may have a great con- 
nexion with the examination of Somerset. For T am sure no 
man was liker to be a pensioner than Somerset^ considering his 
mercenary nature^ his great undertaking for Spain in the match, 
and his favour with his Majesty. And therefore the circum- 
stances of other pensions given cannot but help to discover and 
examine whether he were a pensioner or no. 

But herein no time is lost ; for my Lord Chancellor, who is 
willing even beyond his strength to lose no moment for his Ma. 
jesty^s service, hath appointed me to attend him on Thursday 
morning for the examination of Sir Robert Cotton, leaving to- 
morrow for council-business to my Lord and to me for consider- 
ing of fit articles for Sir Robert Cotton. 

This letter has no date in the MS. In Birch's copy it is dated 
the 10th of April. But as the 10th of April was a Wednesday, and 
it speaks of the 8th as " yesterday," and of " to-morrow " as coming 
between Thursday and the day of writing, we may conclude that it 
was written on the 9th. The examination took place as appointed on 
Thursday the 11th, and on Saturday Bacon again wrote to report the 
result and ask for further instructions. Sir William Monson, whose 
name has not occurred before in connexion with this business, was 
an old pensioner of Spain, and bad been referred to by Digby as the 
person who could give the best information as to any negotiations 
which the Spanish ambassador may have had with the Coimtess of 
Somerset.' 

A LETTER FROM THE KlNO^S ATTORNEY TO SiR GbOROE ViL- 

liers, concerning the proceeding with somerset. 13® 
Apr. 1616.« 

Sir, 
I thought it convenient to give his Majesty an account oi 
that which his Majesty gave me in charge in general, reserving 
the particulars for his coming. And I find it necessary to know 
his pleasure in some things ere I could further proceed. 

My Lord Chancellor and myself spent Thursday and yester- 
day, the whole forenoons of both days, in the examination of Sir 

1 Gardiner, toI. ii. p. 363. ^ Add. MSS. 5503, f. 89. 
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Ro. Cotton ; whom we find hitherto but empty, save only in the 
great point of the treaty with Spain. 

This examination was taken before his Majesty^s warrant came 
to Mr. Yice-Chamberlain for communicating unto us the secrets 
of the pensions. Which warrant I receiving yesterday morning 
being Friday, a meeting was appointed at my Lord Chancellor's 
in the evening after council. Upon which conference we find 
matter of further examination for Sir Robert Cotton, of some 
new articles whereupon to examine Somerset, and of entering 
into examination of Sir William Mounson. 

Whereupon, first for Somerset, being now ready to proceed 
to examine him, we stay only upon the Duke of Lenox, who it 
seemeth is fallen sick and keepeth in, without whom we neither 
think it warranted by his Majesty's direction, nor agreeable to 
his intention, that we should proceed. For that will want, which 
should sweeten the cup of medicine, he being his countryman 
and friend. Herein then we humbly crave his Majesty's direc- 
tion with all convenient speed, whether we shall expect the 
Duke's recovery, or proceed by ourselves ; or that his Majesty 
will think of some other person (qualified according to his Ma- 
jesty's first intention) to be joined with us. I remember we 
had speech with his Majesty of my Lord Hay, and I for my part 
can think of no other, except it should be my Lord Chancellor 
of Scotland^ for my lord Binning may be thought too near 
allied. 

I am further to know his Majesty's pleasure concerning the 
day. For my Lord Chancellor and I conceived his Majesty to 
have designed the Monday and Tuesday after St. George's feast ; 
and nevertheless we conceived also, that his Majesty understood 
it that the examinations of Somerset about this^ and otherwise 
touching the Spanish practices, should first be put to a point ; 
which will not be possible, as time cometh on, by reason of this 
accident of the Duke's sickness, and the cause we find of Sir 
William Mounson's examination, and that divers of the Peers 
are to be sent for from remote places. 

It may please his Majesty therefore to take into consideration, 
whether the days may not well be put off till Wednesday and 
Thursday after the term, which endeth on the Monday, being the 
Wednesday and Thursday before Whitsuntide ; or if that please 
not his Majesty, (in respect it may be his Majesty will be thea 
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in town^ whereas these arraignments have been still in his Ma- 
jesty^s absence from town,) then to take Monday and Tuesday 
after Trinity Sunday, being the Monday and Tuesday^ before 
Trinity term. 

Now for Sir William Mounson, if it be his Majesty's pleasure 
that my Lord Chancellor and I shall proceed to the examination 
of him, (for of the Duke of Lenox differs^ in that, there is 
not the like cause as in that of Somerset,) then his Majesty may 
be pleased to direct his commandment and warrant to my Lord 
Chief Justice to deliver unto me the examinations he took of 
Sir William Mounson, that those, joined to the information 
which we have received from Mr. Vice-Chamberlain,^ may be 
full instructions unto us for his examination. Further, I pray 
let his Majesty know, that on Thursday in the evening my Lord 
Chief Justice and myself attended my Lord Chancellor at his 
house, for the settling of that scruple which his Majesty most justly 
conceived in the examination of the Lady Somerset ; at which 
time, resting on his Majesty's opinion that that evidence, as it 
standeth now uncleared, must secundum leges sana conscientus 
be laid aside, the question was, whether we should leave it out, 
or try what a re-examination of my Lady Somerset would pro- 
duce. Whereupon we agreed upon a re-examination of my Lady 
of Somerset, which my Lord Chief Justice and I have appointed 
for Monday morning. I was bold at that meeting to put my 
Ijord Chief Justice a posing question ; which was, whether that 
opinion which his brethren had given upon the whole evidence, 
and he had reported to his Majesty, viz. That it was good evi- 
dence, in their opinions, to convict* my lord of Somerset, was not 
grounded upon this part of the evidence now to be omitted, as 
weU as upon the rest : who answered positively, that No ; and 
they never saw the exposition of the letter, but only the letter. 

The same Thursday evening, before we entered into this last 
matter, and in the presence of Mr. Secretary Winwood, (who 
left us when we went to the former business,) we had conference 
concerning the frauds and abusive grants passed to the prejudice 

' The words from ** after " to " Tuesday " (inclusiTe) are supplied from Ste- 
phens's copy. 

' So boUi in the MS. and in Stephens: but there is evidently something wrong. 
Instead of ** differs " we should probably read " presence," or some equiralent 
word. Stephens inserts " that " after " for," and puts the comma afl»r " differs." 

» Sir John Digby. * « Convince " in MS. 
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of his Majesty's state of revenae ; where my Lord Chief Justice 
made some relation of his collections which he had made of that 
kind ; of which I will only say this^ that I heard nothing that 
was new to me ; and I found my Lord Chancellor in divers par- 
ticulars more ready than I had found him. We grew to a dis- 
tribution both of times and of matters. For we agreed what to 
b^n with presently, and what should foUow ; and also we had 
consideration what was to be holpen by law, what by .equity, and 
what by parliament. Wherein I must confess, that in the last 
of these (of which my Lord Chief Justice made most account) I 
make most doubt. But the conclusion was. That upon this en- 
trance I should advise and confer at lai^ with my Lord Chief 
Justice, and set things in work. The particulars I refer till his 
Majesty's coming. 

The Learned Counsel have attended me now twice at my diam- 
ber, to confer upon that which his Majesty gave us in command- 
ment for our opinion upon the case set down by my Lord Chan- 
cellor, whether the statutes extend to it. Whereupon we are 
more and more edified and confirmed that they do not, and shall 
shortly send our report to his Majesty. 

Sir, I hope you will bear me witness I have not been idle ; 
but all is nothing to the duty I owe his Majesty tor his singular 
favours past and present ; supplying all with love and prayers, I 
rest, 

Your true friend and devoted servant. 

The passage in the last paragraph but three of this letter, about 
the re-examination of my Lady Somerset, may require explanation. 

WhUe Overbury was in the Tower, the Countess (theu Lady 
Xtiisex) had written a letter to the Lieutenant, cautioning him as to 
the disposal of certain tarts, and one sentence ran thus: '*If he 
should send this tart and jelly and wine to your wife, then you must 
take the tart from her, and the jelly, but the wine she may drink it 
if she will, for in that there are no letters, I know : but in the tart 
and jelly I know there is," etc. The word " letters '* was kuown to 
be jargon for " poison." Bat who was " he "? If ** he " was meant 
for Somerset (then Bochester), it was a strong piece of evidence 
against him : for it was good proof that the Countess at that time 
thought him likely to send tarts which she knew to be poisoned. 
Bat though Coke noted in the margin that " * He * is interpreted 
Bochester, for Bochester in truth sent it," there is nothing in the 
words or context that requires it to be interpreted so. '' He" might 



1616.] EXAMINATION OF SIB W. MONSON. 269 

quite as well mean Overburj. It waa thought expedient therefore 
to put the question to herself, and on the 8th of January, being ex- 
amined concerning the letter, she made two confessions which seemed 
to settle the matter conclusively. She confessed first, that by those 
words * If he should send, etc.,' '* she meant the Earl of Somerset, for 
he used to send many tarts and jellies to him ;*' and secondly, " that 
by these words in her letter ' Do this at night and all shall be right ' 
she meant that the tart and jellies then sent, wherein were poisons, 
should be given to Overbury that night, and then all should be 
well."^ The letter thus interpreted formed a very important link in 
the chain of evidence, and Bacon was prepared to use it accordingly. 
But when the King came to examine the evidence for himself (which 
Coke had contrived — unfortunately in my opinion — to prevent him 
from doing during the first three months') the interpretation of the 
first passage struck him as so improbable, that he referred the ques- 
tion again to the Commissioners for investigation. With what result 
we shall see as we go on. 

The ** case set down by my Lord Chancellor," which is alluded to 
in the penultimate paragraph, had reference to the dispute between 
the King's Bench and the Chancery ; upon which Bacon with his 
fellows of the Learned Counsel were preparing an elaborate report 
— which will appear in its proper place. 

The King's warrant for the delivery of Sir W. Monson's examina- 
tions was sent without delay and reached Bacon on Monday night, 
the 15th of April : whose first business the next morning was to 
write the following letter to Coke : — 

To THE R. Hon. etc. the Lord Chief Ju&tice of the 
King's Bench.^ 
My Lord^ 

I received yesternight express commandment from his Ma- 

* S. P. Dom. James I., vol. Ixrxvi. no. 6, as quoted by Ghurdiner, vol. ii. p. 387. 

' He appears to have invented a constitutional doctrine for the occasion : in* 
forming the King that if he insisted upon being " acquainted with any articles 
conoeming blood" — meaning, I presume, articles of accusation in a capital case, — 
** before the party came to his public triid," he must resign his place. See * Ar- 
chsDologia,* voL xl. He did not however put the threat into execution. Per- 
haps it occurred to him that as the King was no^ to be iudge and was to be pro- 
secutor, it would be hard to explain why he should be kept in ignorance of the 
grounds of the prosecution. But it served in the meantime to keep all in his own 
hands till things had gone too far for reconsideration. "Whatever may be 
thought (says Mr. Gurdwer) of the doctrine that the King had no right to know 
anything of the evidence in a case of blood, it is plain that Coke, knowing the 
Kuiff's extreme attachment to Somerset, was anxious even bv inventing a little law 
on the spur of the moment to keep the investigation in the hands of Uie Commis- 
sioners.' Ibid. vol. xli. 

' S. P. Dom. James I., vol. Ixxxvi. no. 135. 
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jesty to require from your Lordship in his Majesty^s name all 
and every sach examinations as are in your Lcnrdship's hands of 
Sir WL Monson for his Majesty's present service : Therefore I 
pray your Lordship either send them presently sealed up by your 
servant, or if you think it needful I will come to you myself and 
receive them with mine own hands. I rest 

Your Lordship's loving firiend 

to command 

Fb. Bacon. 
This Tuesday at 7 of 
the clock in the moraing 
16 AprQ 1616. 

The next letter reports the result of an examination of Somerset 
himself conceming Spanish matters. It is addressed to Yilliers. 

a letter from the klng^s attorney giving account of 
an examination taken of somerset in the tower. 18® 
Apr. 1616.1 

Sir, 
I received from you a letter of very brief and dear direc- 
tions^ and I think it a great blessing of (rod upon me and my 
labours, that my directions come by so clear a conduit, as they 
receive no tincture in the passage. 

Yesterday my Lord Chancellor, the Duke of Lenox, and my- 
self, spent the whole afternoon at the Tower, in examination of 
Somerset upon the articles sent from his Majesty, and some 
other additionals, which were in effect contained in the former, 
but extended to more particularity, by occasion of somewhat dis- 
covered by Cotton's examination and Mr, Vice-Chamberlain's 
information. 

He is full of protestations, and would fain keep that quarter 
towards Spain dear : using but this for argument, that he had 
such fortunes from his Majesty, as he could not think of better- 
ing his conditions from Spain, because as he said he was no 
military man. He cometh nothing so far on (for that which 
concemeth the treaty) as Cotton, which doth much aggravate 
suspicion against him. The further particulars I reserve to his 
Majesty^s coming. 

1 Add.MSS. 5508,f.87.b. 
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In the end, tanquam obiter, but very effectually, my Lord 
Chancellor put him in mind of the state he stood in for the im- 
poisonment ; but he was little moved with it, and pretended care- 
lessness of life, since ignominy had made him unfit for his Ma- 
jesty's service. I am of opinion that the fair usage of him, as it 
was fit for the Spanish examinations, and for the questions touch- 
ing the papers and dispatches, and all that, so it was no good 
preparative to make him descend into himself touching his pre- 
sent danger. And therefore my Lord Chancellor and myself 
thought not good to insist upon it at this time. 

I have received from my Lord Chief Justice the examination 
of Sir William Mounson ; with whom we mean to proceed to 
furder examination with all speed. 

My Lord Chief Justice is altered touching the re-examination 
of the Lady, and desired me that we might stay till he spake with 
his Majesty, saying it could be no casting-back to the business ; 
which I did approve. 

Myself with the rest of my fellows, upon due and mature ad- 
vice, perfected our report touching the Chancery. For the re- 
ceiving whereof, I pray you put his Majesty in mind at his 
coming to appoint some time for us to wait upon him all toge- 
ther, for the delivery in of the same, as we did in our former cer- 
tificate. 

For the revenue matters, I reserve them to his Majesty's 
coming ; and in the mean time I doubt not but Mr. Secretary 
Winwood will make some kind of report thereof to his Ma- 
jesty. 

For the conclusion of your letter concerning my own comfort, 
I can say but the Psalm of Quid retribuam ? God that giveth 
me favour in his Majesty's eyes, will strengthen me in his Ma- 
jesty's service. I ever rest 

Your true and devoted servant. 

To requite your postscript of excuse for scribbling, I pray you 
excuse that the paper is not gilt, I writing from Westminster- 
Hall, where we are not so fine. 



2. 
This appears to have been the end of the Inquiry into Somerset's 
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relations with Spain. He was not, and had nerer been, a pensioner ; 
and though he had had private dealings with the ambassador aboat 
matters of state, which at another time might perhaps have exposed 
him to a censure in the Star Chamber for contempt, th?y had nothing 
to do with the present charge, and were not fit to be mixed up with 
it. This interruption being remoTed, it was now time to prepare for 
the arraignment with as little delay as might be. But Coke being 
now no longer the sole manager of the prosecution,^ had leisure for 
other activities ; and though no man could more earnestly desire the 
triumph of justice in the shape of a verdict of guilty against the per- 
sons accused, he saw no harm in preluding the trial with another 
public exhibition of the want of harmony between the Crown and the 
Judges. A living had been granted by the King to one of the 
Bishops in commendam, to be held along with the bishoprick. But 
the right of presentation had been disputed, and the claimants of the 
right had brought an action against the Bishop. The case being 
new and important had been adjourned into the Exchequer Chamber, 
to be heard before all the Judges assembled, and was to have come 
on in Hilary Term, when Bacon was prepared to argue. Owing 
however to the illness of one of the counsel on the other side, it bad 
been put off till the first Saturday in the next Term, which was the 
20th of April, on which day it seems that Bacon was heard, though 
no report of his argument has been preserved. Now there being 
two grounds upon which such an action might be sustained, — infor- 
mality in this particular grant, or incapacity in the Crown to grant Com- 
mendams at all, — the King, wishing to know how much was at issue, 
directed one of tiie Bishops who was of the Privy Council to attend 
the court and report to him the state of the question. It appeared 
upon bis report that the dispute turned distinctly upon the extent 
of the ordinary Prerogative of the Crown, of which the doctrines 
maintained by the counsel imported a material curtailment. Where- 
upon the King directed Bacon to signify his pleasure to Coke that 
the day appointed for the Judges to deliver their arguments (which 
was Saturday the 27th) should be put off until he had had an opportu- 
nity of consulting with them. Bacon*s letter to that effect was de- 
livered on Thursday the 25th of April. But the Judges, resolving 
that it was contrary to law and that their oath bound them to disre- 
gard it, proceeded to their arguments on the day appointed not- 
withstanding. 

* *' On Wednesday laot and this day the L. Chance'Uor, the D. of Lenox and the 
Attorney-Oeneral have been at the Tower to examine the L. of Someraet, not con- 
tenting themselret with what the L. Coke had done before, who meddles no more 
•inoe he delivered his papers and examinations to the Attorney to draw the pro- 
cess and inform thereupon.*' Cliambe.*lain to Carleton, 20 Apnl 1616. 
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It 18 not neceasarj to print tbe letter bere, though this is its chro- 
nological place, because it will appear presently in a full account of 
the whole case, in form of an act of Council. But this was the state 
of the question when the next letter was written, which, though un- 
dated, cannot well be placed later than the 27th of April, — that 
being the date of the Judges' letter to the King, which it is e.vident 
that Bacon had not seen or heard of when he wrote. 

A LETTER FROM THE KlNG^S ATTORNEY TO THE KiNG GIVING 
SOME ACCOUNT TOUCHING THE CoMMBNDAMS.^ 

May it please your most excellent Majesty^ 

I am not swift to deliver anything to your Majesty before 
it be well weighed. But now that I have informed myself of 
as much as is necessary touching this proceeding of the Judges 
to the argument of the Commendams (notwithstanding your 
Majesty^s pleasure signified by me upon your Majesty's com- 
mandment in presence of my Lord Chancellor and the Bishop 
of Winchester to the contrary), I do think it fit to advertise your 
Majesty what hath passed, the rather because I suppose the 
Judges, since they perform not your commandment, have at 
least given your Majesty their reasons of their failing therein ; I 
being to answer for the doing your Majesty's commandment, 
and they for the not doing. 

I did conceive that in a cause that concerned your Majesty 
and your royal power, the Judges having heard your Attorney- 
general ai^e the Saturday before, would of themselves have 
taken further time to be advised. 

And (if I fail not in memory) my Lord Coke received from 
your Majesty's self, as I take it, a precedent commandment in 
Hilary terra. That both in the Bege inconsuUo, and in the Com- 
mendams, your Attorney should be heard to speak, and then 
stay to be made of further proceeding, till my Lord had spoken 
with your Majesty. 

Nevertheless, hearing that the day appointed for the Judges' 
argument held, contrary to my expectation, I sent on Thursday 
in the evening (having received your Majesty's commandment 
but the day before in the afternoon) a letter to my Lord Coke ; 
whereby I let him know, that upon report of my Lord of Win- 
chester (who by your commandment was present at my ar- 
1 Add.MSS.5508,f.92.b. 

VOL. V. T 
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gument) of that which passed^ it was your Majesty's express 
pleasure, that no furder proceeding should be, until your Ma- 
jesty had conferred with your Judges : which your Majesty 
thought to have done at your being now last in town ; but by rea- 
son of your many and weighty occasions, your princely times 
would not serve ; and that it was your pleasure he should signify 
so much to the rest of the Judges, whereof his Lordship mought 
not fail. His answer by word to my man was^ That it were good 
the rest of the Judges understood so much from myself. Where^ 
upon I (that cannot skill oD scruples in matter of service) did 
write on Friday three several letters of like content to the 
Judges of the Common Pleas, and the Barons of the Exchequer, 
and the other three Judges of the King's Bench, mentioning in 
that last my particular letter to my Lord Chief Justice. 

This was all I did, and thought all had been sure ; in so much 
as the same day being a^^inted in Chancery for your Majesty's 
great cause (followed by my lord Hunsdon), I writ two other 
letters to both the Chief Justices, to put them in mind of assist- 
ing my Lord Chancellor at the hearing. And when my Lord 
Chancellor himself took some notice upon that occasion, openly 
in the Chancery, that the Commendams could not hold, presently 
after I heard the Judges were gone about the Commendams, 
which I thought at first had been only to adjourn the court. 
But I heard after that they proceeded to argument. 

In this their doing, I conceive they must either except to the 
nature of the commandment, or to the credence thereof; both 
which I assure myself your Majesty will maintain. 

For if they should stand upon the general ground^ NuUi nega- 
bimus, nuUi differemus JustUiam, it receiveth two answers. The 
otie, that reasonable and mature advice may not be confounded 
with delay; and that they can well aUedge when it pleaseth 
them. The other is, that there is a great difference between a 
case merely between subject and subject, and where the King's 
interest is in question directly or by consequence. As for the 
Attorney's place and commission, it is as proper for him to sig- 
nify the King's pleasure to his Judges, as for the Secretary 
to signify the same to the privy-coundl ; and so it hath ever 
been. 

These things were a little strange, if there came not so many 
' "In" in MS. 
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of them together, as the one maketh the other seem less strange. 
But your Majesty hath fair occasions to remedy all with small 
aid. I say no more for the present. 

I was a little plain with my Lord Coke in these matters, and 
when his answer was, that he knew all these things, I said he 
could never profit too much in knowing himself and his duty. 

8. 

We shall now be able to follow the prosecution of the Somersets 
to the end without further interruption. The task of the Government 
had become very difficult and delicate in consequence of the prema- 
ture announcement of the Earl's complicity before the fact, as a 
thing proved and established. For on the one hand the evidence, 
though affording a strong presumption that he was guilty, was not 
altogether conclusive; and on the other hand the great popular excite- 
ment and expectation, stimulated and sanctioned as it had been by 
the man who bad best means of knowing and was held to be the 
highest authority, might easily have dangerous consequences, if it 
should be disappointed either by the withdrawal of the prosecution 
or even by a verdict of acquittal. Already the people were watching 
with jealousy the delay of the trial of those who were really the prin- 
cipals, and remeroberibg the words of Weston when he hoped that 
the great flies would not be let through while the small ones were 
caught. If the prosecution of Somerset had been dropped, it would 
certainly have been considered a defrauding of justice from fear or 
favour of the person ; and even if he had been tried and acquitted, 
the danger would scarcely have been less : for it would have been 
regarded as an acquittal of a Lord by Lords, — a Lord notoriously 
guilty of a crime for which his suborned agents, being commoners, 
had been hanged. If these conditions of the case (for which neither 
the King nor Bacon were in any degree answerable) be duly kept in 
mind, the course of the consultations as preserved in the following 
letters will be easily intelligible. 

First comes a general survey of all the chances, with consideration 
how to meet each. 

A LETTER OF THE KlNO^S ATTORNEY RETURNED WITH POSTILS 
OF THE KlNG^S OWN HAND. 28 AfRIL 1616.^ 

It may please your most excellent Majesty, 

Your Majesty hath put upon me a work of providence in 

' Cambridge Uniyertity Libimry MSS. Dd. 8. 63. Original : own hand. Ad. 

T 2 
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this great cause, which is to break and distinguish future events 
into present cases ; and so to present them to your royal judg- 
ment, that in this action which hath been carried for your Ma- 
jesty's part with so great prudence, justice, and clemency, there 
may be (for that which remaineth) as little surprise as is possible ; 
but that things duly foreseen may have their remedies and direc- 
tions in readiness. Wherein I cannot forget what the poet Mar- 
tial saith; Of quantum est casUms ingenium! signifying that 
accident is many times more subtle than foresight, and over- 
reacheth expectation : and besides I know very well the mean- 
ness of mine own judgment, in comprehending or forecasting 
what may follow. 

It was your Majesty's pleasure also, that I should couple these 
suppositions with my opinion^ in every of them, which is a harder 
task. But yet your Majesty's commandment requireth my obe- 
dience, and your trust giveth me assurance. 

I will first put the case In this case it seemeth your Ma- 

which I wish; that So- jesty will have a new consult; the 

merset should make a points whereof will be (1) Whether 

clear confession of his your Majesty will stay the trial, and 

offence, before he be pro- so save them both, from the stage 

duced to his trial. and that public ignominy. Or (2) 

Whether you will (or may fitly by 

/ saye unth Apollo, law) have the trial proceed, and stay 

Media tutius itur, if it or reprieve the judgment, which save* 

maye stande unth lawe; the lands from forfeiture, and the 

and if it cannot , quhen I blood from corruption. Or (3) Whe- 

shall heare that he con- ther you will have both trial and 

fesiith, I ame then to judgment proceed, and save the blood 

make choyce of the first only, not from corrupting, but from 

or the last. spilling. 

These be the depths of your Majesty's mercy which I may 
not enter into ; but for honor and reputation they have these 
grounds. 

That the blood of Overbury is already 
revenged by divers executions. 

dressed To the King's most Excellent Majesty. Docketed in Bacon's hand " My 
letter returned with the E.'s postiles." 
' So MS. : perhaps he meant to write ** would saye." 
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That confession and penitency are 
the foot-stools of mercy; adding 
this circumstance likewise^ that the 
former offenders did (none of them) 
make a clear confession. 

That the great downfall of so great 
persons carrieth in itself a heavy 
punishment^ and a kind of civil 
deaths although their lives should 
not be taken. 
All which may satisfy honor, for sparing their 
lives. 

But if your Majesty^s mercy should extend to the first degree^ 
which is the highest, of sparing the stage and the trial ; then 
three things are to be considered. 

This article cannot be First, that they make such a sub- 
mendit in any pointe mission or deprecation, as they pro- 
thereof. strate themselves and all that they 

have at your Majesty's feet, imploring 
your mercy. 

Secondly, that your Majesty in 
your own wisdom do advise what 
course you will take, for the utter ex- 
tinguishing of all hope of resuscita- 
ting of their fortunes and favours; 
whereof if there should be the least 
conceit, it will leave in men a great 
deal of envy and discontent. 

And lastly, whether your Majesty 
will not suffer it to be thought abroad, 
that there is cause of furder examina- 
tion of Somerset concerning matters 
of estate, after he shall begin once to 
be a confessant ; and so make as well 
a politic ground, as a ground of cle- 
mency, for furder stay. 
As for the second degree of proceeding to 
trial and staying judgment, I must better in« 
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likest (as things stand) 
and which we expect; 
which is, that the Lady 
confess, and that Somer- 
set himself plead not 
guilty, and be found 
guilty. 

If itaye of Judgment 
can itande with the lawe, 
I wold even wishe it in 
this cace; in all the reste, 
this article cannot be 
mendit. 



form myself by precedents and advise with my 

Lord Chancellor. 
The second case is, if In this case, first I suppose your 
that fall out which is Majesty will not think of any slay of 

judgment, but that the public process 
of justice pass on. 

Secondly, For your mercy to be 
extended to both, for pardon of their 
execution, I have partly touched in 
the considerations applied to the for- 
mer case. Whereunto may be added, 
that as there is ground of mercy for 
her upon her penitency and free con- 
fession, and will be much more upoa 
his finding guilty (because the malice 
on his part will be thought to be the 
deeper source of the offence), so there 
will be ground for mercy on his part 
upon the nature of the proof; because 
it resteth chiefly upon presumptions. 
For certainly there may be an evi- 
dence so balanced, as it may have suf- 
ficient matter for the consciences of 
the Peers to convict him, and yet 
leave sufficient matter in the con- 
science of a King upon the same evi- 
dence to pardon his life ; because the 
Peers are astringed by necessity either 
to acquit or condemn ; but grace is 
free : and for my part I think the evi- 
dence in this present case will be of 
such a nature. 

Thirdly, it shall be my care so to 
moderate the manner of charging him, 
as it make him not odious beyond 
the extent of mercy. 

Lastly, all these points of mercy 
and favour are to be understood with 
this limitation; if he do not by his 
contemptuous and insolent carriage at 



That danger is well to 
beforseene, leasle he upon 
the one pairt comit tin- 
pardonable errouris, and 
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/ fq>on the other pairi 
seeme to punishe him in 
the spirit of revenge. 

The third case is^ if he 
should stand mute, and 
will not plead, whereof 
your Majesty knoweth 
there hath been some 
secret question. 



This article cannot be 
amendit. 



The fourth case is that 
which I would be very 
sorry should happen; but 
it is a future contingent ; 
That is, if the Peers 
should acquit him and 
find him not guilty. 



nis is so also. 



the bar, make himself uncapable and 
unworthy of them. 

In this case I should think fit, that, 
as in public both myself and chiefly 
my Lord Chancellor (sitting then as 
Lord Steward of England) should de- 
hort and deter him from that despe- 
ration ; So nevertheless that as much 
should be done for him, as was done 
for Weston; which wa9 to adjourn 
the Court for some days, upon a Chris- 
tian ground, that he may have time 
to turn from that mind of destroying 
himself; during which time your Ma- 
jesty's furder pleasure may be known. 

In this case the Lord Steward must 
be provided what to do. For as it 
hath been never seen (as I conceive 
it) that there should be any rejecting 
of the verdict, or any respiting of the 
judgment of the acquittal ; so on the 
other side this case requireth that be- 
cause there be many high and heinous 
ofiences (though not capital) for which 
he may be questioned in the star- 
chamber or otherwise, that there be 
some touch of that in general at the 
conclusion by the Lord Steward of 
England; and that therefore he be 
remanded to the Tower, as close pri- 
soner. 



For matter of examination, or other proceeding, my Lord 
Chancellor with my advice hath set down. 

To morrow, being Monday, for the re-examina- 
tion of the lady. 

Wednesday next for the meeting of the Judges 
concerning the evidence. 

Thursday for the examination of Somerset. 
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himself^ aooording to your Majesty's instruc- 
tions. 
Which three parts when they shall be performed^ I will give your 
Majesty advertisement with speedy and in the meantime would be 
glad to receive from your Majesty (whom it is my part only to in- 
form truly) such directions or significations of your pleasure as 
this advertisement may induce^ and that with speed, because the 
time cometh on. 

Well remembering who is the third person, whom your Ma- 
jesty admitted to this secret, I have sent this letter open unto 
him, that he may take your Majesty's times to report it, or 
show it unto you : assuring myself tiiat nothing is more firm 
than his trust, tied to your Majesty's commandments. 
Your Majesty's most humble 

and most bounden subject and servant, 

F&. Bacon. 
28 of April, Sunday at noon, 
1616. 

These marginal notes in which the King gave his opinion upon 
the several cases as put by Bacon appear to have been accompanied 
with a letter (probably from Villiers) in which the expediency was 
suggested of letting Somerset in some way understand that it would 
be better for biro, if guilty, to make a confession. That he trot guilty, 
though it may appear doubtful now, was not doubted then by any- 
body ; but how far it could he proved that he was guilty, was a point 
which might be very well doubted even by those who were most con- 
vinced in their own minds of the fact. Nor could it be regarded as 
a matter of indifference. Justice as administered in (Government 
prosecutions bad not acquired authority enough in popular opinion 
to overrule strong popular prejudices, and in the still excited condi- 
tion of the public mind an acquittal would have caused serious dis- 
content. The public declarations of the Earl's guilt having been so 
strong, while the proofs appeared on inspection to be in some re- 
spects so weak, the result of a trial was a matter of just anxiety ; 
and certainly if he could by any fair means be induced to remove 
the difficulty by a confession, it would have been the best thing that 
could happen. But what inducement had Somerset to confess, if 
ever so guilty P Suppose him to have been privy to the murder be- 
fore it was done : still he knew that, having kept so carefully out of 
the way, the evidence to connect him with it could not be much or 
direct. He knew therefore that he had two chances pf escape. The 
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King — either upon some misgiving as to the force of the evidence, 
or some fear of meddling with so powerful a man, or some remnant 
of affection for one who had so lately and so long been his bosom- 
friend— might shrink from bringing him to trial. And again, if 
brought to trial he might be acquitted. Upon what motive should 
he throw away two such chances of escape ? The only motive that 
could he presented to him was a hope that if he voluntarily confessed 
his guilt, he would have a better chance of mercy than if he stood 
upon his innocence and were found guilty upon the evidence. Now 
there can be no doubt that this was true. There can be no doubt 
that the King would really have been glad of an excuse for using his 
prerogative of mercy, and that he believed (as in those days most 
people did) that a clear, voluntary, and penitent confession furnished 
such an excuse. Could nothing be done then to inspire Somerset 
with such a hope ? Of course a direct and explicit promise was not 
to be thought of; because a direct promise of pardon if he confessed 
would have seemed like a bargain and a bribe to purchase the con- 
fession. Upon such terms an innocent man, if appearances were 
against him, might think it prudent to confess himself guilty. But 
it occurred to the ^ing that when the time came near such a hope 
might be put into his head by some friend who, though speaking 
without authority, might seem to speak from knowledge. That some 
suggestion to this effect accompanied the letter returned with the 
King's marginalia, appears from Bacon's next. 

A LETTER FROM THB KiNO's ATTORNEY TO SiR GeORGE VlL- 
LIERS^ TOUCHING THB PROCEEDING WITH SOMERSET. 2^ Mali 
1616.1 

Sir, 

I have received my letter from his Majesty with his mar- 
ginal notes, which shall be my directions, being glad to perceive 
I understand his Majesty so well. That same little charm 
which may be secretly infused into Somerset's ear some few 
hours before his trial, was excellently well thought of by his 
Majesty ; and I do approve it both for matter and time ; only if 
it seem good to his Majesty, I would wish it a little enlarged. 
For if it be no more but to spare his blood, he hath a kind of 
proud humour which may overwork the medicine. Therefore I 
could wish it were made a little stronger, by giving him some 

1 Add. MSS. 5608, f. 83. b. 
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hope that hia Majesty will bb good to his lady and child ; and 
that time (when justice and his Majesty^s honour is once saved 
and satisfied) may produce further fruit of his Majesty's com- 
passion : which was to be seen in the example of Southampton, 
whom his Majesty after attainder restored; and Cobham and 
Gray, to whom his Majesty (notwithstanding they were offenders 
against his own person) yet spared their lives. And for Gray, 
his Majesty gave him back some part of his estate, and was upon 
point to deliver him.^ Much more he, having been so highly in 
his Majesty's favour, may hope well, if he hurt not himself by 
his public misdemeanor. 

For the person that should deliver this message, I am not so 
well seen in the region of his friends, as to be able to make 
choice of a particular. My Lord Treasurer, the Lord Knowles, 
or any of his nearest friends, should not be trusted with it, for 
they may go too far, and perhaps work contrary to his Majesty's 
ends. Those which occur to me, are my Lord Hay, my Lord 
Burleigh (of England I mean), and Sir Bobei;t Carre. 

My Lady Somerset hath been re-examined, and his Majesty is 
found both a true prophet and a most just king in that scruple 
he made; for now she expoundeth the word He^ that should 
send the tarts to Helwisse's wife, to be of Overbury, and not of 
Somerset.' But for the person that should bid her, she saith it 
was Northampton or Weston, not pitching upon certainty, which 
giveth some advantage to the evidence. 

Yesterday being Wednesday, I spent four or five hours with 
the Judges, whom his Majesty designed to take consideration 
with the four Judges of the King's Bench, of the evidence 
against Somerset. They all concur in opinion, that the ques- 
tioning him, and drawing him on to trial is most honourable and 
just, and that the evidence is fair and good. 

His Majesty's letter to the Judges concerning the Commen- 
dams was full of magnanimity and wisdom.' I perceive his Ma- 
jesty is never less alone than when he is alone ; for I am sure 
there was nobody by him to inform him ; which made me admire 
it the more. 

The Judges have given day-over, till the second Saturday of 

' There is no stop after **deliyer him" in the MS. But it is dear that the 
sentence was meant to end there. ^ See ahoye, p. 268. 

' This was his replj to the Judge's letter in which they gaye their reasons for 
not putting off the argument. It will appear in esienso in the Act of CoundL 
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the next term ; so as that matter may endure further conside* 
ration^ for his Majesty not only to lose^ ground^ but to win 
ground. 

To-morrow is appointed for the examination of Somerset^ 
which by some infirmity of the Duke of Lenox was put off from 
this day. When this is done, I will write more fully, ever rest- 
ing. 

Your true and devoted servant, 

Fr. Bacon. 

We have here another illustration, and a very good one, of the re- 
lation at this time subsisting between the Government and the 
Judges in cases of public prosecution. They were advised with. Be- 
fore the case was brought into Court the evidence for the prosecu- 
tion was laid before them, and their opinions were asked whether it 
was a case fit to proceed with. For though it may seem that to a 
government instituting a prosecution for the simple purpose oi trying 
whether a man be guilty or not guilty, the verdict should be a mat- 
ter of indifference, and accepted, which ever way it goes, simply as 
an answer to the question asked, it was certainly not so regarded in 
James's time. Even in the case before us, which is the strongest 
imaginable, — a case in which the Government had literally nothing 
to gain or lose except reputation for justice, — ^it is evident that an 
acquittal was feared less as a failure of justice than as a dishonour to 
the King. And how (it may be fairly asked) should an acquittal in 
such a case have been a dishonour to the King ? The King's fa- 
vourite falls under heavy suspicion of having been accessary to the 
murder of one of the King's subjects. He is formally accused and 
tried before a jury of his peers. His peers acquit him. What, it 
may be asked, is that to the King P We often hear juries blamed 
for verdicts of not guilty : but who ever thought of blaming the 
Crown P The answer, I think, must be that in tlie relation which 
once subsisted between the King and the people, such a feeling was 
natural and appropriate; and that, though that relation was now 
materially changed, the old feeling still remained, — an anomaly fre- 
quently observable in the course of social alterations, which seldom 
proceed all together ; but either the opinion runs ahead of the prac- 
tice, or the practice of the opinion. Originally the punishment of 
all crimes rested with the King alone. Judges were at first only 
deputies ; juries were at first only witnesses. In process of time 

» So in MS. A negative (either "not" after « only," or "no" before "ground") 
hat evidently dropped out. 
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thej came to be regarded as cheeks upon the King. The Judges 
were to see that the laws were not infringed ; the juries to see that 
the fact was proved. But still the King was the accuser, and to ac- 
cuse a man who was not guilty was false accusation. We can still 
understand that the acquittal of a man prosecuted for a political of- 
fence is a damage to the government that prosecutes him ; and I 
fancj that in James*s time a similar feeling extended to all prosecu- 
tions instituted at the suit of the Crown. The conviction seemed 
necessary in order to justify the prosecution ; for an acquittal im- 
plied that the prisoner had been brought to trial on insufficient evi- 
dence. People had not yet learned to regard the proceeding before 
the Court simply as a trial of the question, — a reference of it to 
the Judge and Jury to know whether the prisoner was guilty or not. 
Still less had they learned to regard a prejudication of that question 
as unjust and injurious, on the ground that until the case had been 
openly heard nobody could know. The Government, having pri- 
vately examined both the witnesses and the prisoner, were supposed 
to have already satisfied themselves of his guilt; and the trial was 
looked on as little more than an appeal to an open tribunal for con- 
firmation of the judgment. Certainly from Coke's doctrine that the 
evidence against the prisoner ought to be so conclusive as to pre- 
clude the possibility of an answer,^ it would directly and logically 
follow that a verdict of not guilty was a censure upon the King. 
This at any rate is certain — that in those days when a man was once 
brought up for trial the honour of the King was supposed to be in- 
terested in obtaining a conviction : and therefore it was found to be 
expedient, before bringing him up for trial, to ascertain upon the best 
authority which could be got that the prosecution was " honourable 
and just " and the evidence " fair and good." 

The trial of the Countess had now been fixed for the 16th of May, 
and on the 5th Bacon sent the King an outline of the case as he 
proposed to have it presented to the Court. It would seem from the 
beginning of the letter which he sent with, it, that the King had ob- 
jected to his suggestion concerning the communication to be made 
to Somerset, as holding out a hope not only that his life might be 
spared, but that his fortune and favour might be recovered : which 
last he felt to be out of the question : a scruple very creditable to 
the King, though any friend of Somerset's who knew the King's na- 
ture might nevertheless have suggested the hope to him with a safe 
conscience. 

> See above, Chapter IV. § 6. 
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A LETTER OF THE KlNo's ATTORNEY TO SiR GeOROE Yil- 
LIER8, OF ACCOUNT AND ADVICE TO UI8 MaJESTY TOUCHING 

Somerset's arraignment. 5^ Mail 1616.^ 

Sir, 
I am far enough from opinion that the re-integration or 
resuscitation of Somerset's fortune can ever stand with his Ma- 
jesty's honour or safety ; and therein I think I expressed myself 
iuUy to his Majesty in one of my former letters;* and I know 
well any expectation or thought abroad will do much hurt. But 
yet the glimmering of that which the King hath done to others 
by way of talk to him cannot hurt as I conceive ; but I would 
not have that part of the message as from the King, but added 
by the messenger as from himself. This I remit to his Majesty's 
princely judgment. 

For the person, though he trust the Lieutenant' well, yet it 
must be some new man ; for in these cases, that which is ordi- 
nary worketh not so great impression as that which is new and 
extraordinary. 

The time I wish to be the Tuesday, being the even of his Lady's 
arraignment. For, as his Majesty first conceived, I would not 
have it stay in his stomach too long, lest it sour in the digestion ; 
and to be too near the time may be thought but to tune him for 
that day. 

I send herewithal the substance of that which I purpose to 
say, nakedly, and only in that part which is of tenderness ; for 
that I conceive was his Majesty's meaning. 

It will be necessary, because I have distributed parts to the 
two seijeants (as that paper doth express), and they understand 
nothing of his Majesty's pleasure of the manner of carrying the 
evidence, more than they may guess by observation of my ex- 
ample (which they may ascribe as much to my nature as to direc- 
tion), therefore that his Majesty will be pleased to write some 
few words to us all, signed with his own hand, that the matter 
itself being tragical enough, bitterness and insulting be forborne, 
and that we remember our part to be to make him delinquent to 
the Peers, and not odious to the people. That part of the evi- 
dence of the Lady's exposition of the pronoun {He), which was 
first caught hold of by me, and after by his Majesty's singular 

> Add. MSS. 5603, f. 82. « gee above, p. 277. • Sir George More. 
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wisdom and conscience excepted to, and now is by her re*ex- 
amination retracted^^ I haye given order to serjeant Montagne 
(within whose part it falleth) to leave it out of the evidence. 

I do yet crave pardon^ if I do not certify touching the point of 
law for respiting the judgment/ for I have not fully advised with 
my Lord Chancellor concerning it. But I will advertise it in time. 

I send his Majesty the Lord Steward's commission in two 
several instruments^ the one to remain with my Lord Chancellor, 
which is that which is written in secretary-hand for his warrant, 
and is to pass the signet ; the other, that whereunto the great 
seal is to be affixed, which is in chancery-hand. His Majesty is 
to sign them both, and to transmit the former to the signet, if 
the Secretaries either of them be there ; and both are to be re- 
turned to me with all speed. I ever rest 

Your true and devoted servant. 



Somerset's business and charge, with the Kino's postiles.^ 
The heads of the charge. 



Apostyle of the King. 
Ye will doe well to 
remember lykewayes in 
your pneamble, that tn- 
siffne, that the only zeal 
to justice mains me take 
this course, I have com^ 
mandit you not to expa- 
tiate nor digresse upon 
any cfther points^ that 
maye not serve clearlie 
for probation or induce- 
ment of that pointe 
quhairof he is accused. 



First, it is not meant that Somerset 
shall be charged with anything by 
way of aggravation otherwise than as 
conduceth to the proof of the impoi- 
sonment. 

For the proofs themselves, they are 
distributed into four heads. 

1. The first to prove the malice 
which Somerset bare to Overbury, 
which was the motive and ground of 
the impoisonment. 

2. The second is to prove the pre- 
parations unto the impoisonment by 
plotting his imprisonment, placing his 
keepers, stopping access of friends, etc. 

3. The third is the acts of the ira- 
poisonments themselves. 

4. And the fourth is acts subse- 
quent, which do vehemently argue 
him to be guilty of the impoisonment. 



» "Extracted "in MS. 
> TeniBon MSS. 938 f. 125. 



' See abore, p. 277. 
The original letter. 
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For the first two heads (upon conference^ whereunto I called 
Serjeant Montagu and seijeant Crew)^ I have taken them two 
heads to myself; the third I have allotted to seijeant Montagu ; 
and the fourth to seijeant Crew. 

In the first of these^ to my understanding, is the only tender- 
ness. For on the one side it is most necessary to lay a founda- 
tion^ that the malice was a deep malice^ mixed with fear, and 
not only matter of revenge upon his La: quarrel.^ For periculum 
periculo vincitur ; and the malice must have a proportion to the 
effect of it, which was the impoisonment. So that if this foun- 
dation be not laid all the evidence is weakened. 

On the other side, if I charge iiim, or could charge him, by 
way of aggravation, with matters tending to disloyalty or treason, 
then he is like to grow desperate. 

Therefore I shall now set down perspicuously what course I 
mean to hold, that your Majesty may be pleased to direct and 
correct it, preserving the strength of the evidence ; and this I 
shall now do, but shortly and without ornament. 

First, I shall read some passages of Overbury's letters, namely 
these : " Is this the fruit of nine years' love, common secrets, 
and common dangers P" In another letter ; [' Do not drive me 
to extremity to do that which you and I shall be sorry for.*' In 
another letter ; " Can you forget him, between whom such se- 
crets of all kinds have passed? etc.*' 

Then will I produce Simcock, who deposeth from Weston's 
speech, that Somerset told Weston that if ever Overbury came 
out of prison one of them must die for it. 

Then I will say that what these secrets were, I mean not to 
enter into particulars; nor to charge him with disloyalty, be- 
cause he stands to be tried for his life upon another crime. But 
yet by some taste that I shall give to the Peers in general, they 
may conceive of what nature those secrets may be. 

Wherein I will take it for a thing notorious that Overbury 
was a man that always carried himself insolently both towards 
the Queen and towards the late Prince : That he was a man that 
carried Somerset on in courses separate and opposite to the 
privy council : That he was a man of nature fit to be an incen- 
diary of a state, full of bitterness and wildness of speech and 
project : That he was thought absolutely to govern Somerset, 

* So in MS. Bii'ch printed it "his Lordship's quarrel.'' But **his Lad/s 
quarrel " is eridently the true reading. 
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insomuch as in his own letters he yanntSy that Prom him pro- 
ceeded Somerue 8 fortune, credit, and understanding. 

This course I mean to run in a kind of generality^ putting the 
imputations rather upon Overbury than Somerset, and applying 
it that such a nature was like to hatch dangerous secrets and 
practices. 

I mean to shew likewise what jargons there were and cyphers 
between them^ which are great badges of secrets of estate, and 
used either by princes and their ministers of state^ or by such as 
practise against princes. That your Majesty was called Julius 
in respect of your empire, the queen Agrippina (though Somer- 
set now saith it was Uvia, and that my lady of Suffolk was 
Agrippina) ; the bishop of Canterbury Unctius ; Northampton, 
Dominic ; Suffolk, first Lerma, after Wolsey ; and many others ; 
so as it appears they made a play both of your court and king- 
dom, and that their imaginations wrought upon the greatest 
men and matters. 

Neither will I omit Somerset's breach of trust to your Ma- 
jesty in trusting Overbury with all the despatches, things where- 
with your council of estate itself was not many times privy or 
acquainted, and yet this man must be admitted to them, not cur- 
sorily, or by glimpses, but to have them by him, to copy them, 
to raster them, to table them, etc. 

I shall also give in evidence, in this place, the slight account 
of that letter which was brought to Somerset by Ashton, being 
found in the fields soon after the late Prince's deaths and was 
directed to Antwerp, containing these words, 'Hhat the first 
branch was cut from the tree, and that he should ere long send 
happier and joyfuUer news.'* 
Apostyle of the King. Which is a matter I would not use. 

This evidence cannot but that my Lord Coke, (who hath 
be gevin in without mak^ filled this part with many frivolous 
ing me his accuser, and things) would think all lost, except he 
that upon a verrie slight hear somewhat of this kind. But 
grounde. this it is to come to the leavings of a 

business. 

As for all the subse- 
quent evidencis, thaye are 
all so litle evident as una 
litura may serve thaime 
all. 
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And for the rest of that kind^ as to speak of that particular^ 



Nothing to Somerset^ 
and declared by Frank- 
lin after condemnation. 



Nothing to Somerset, 
and a loose conjecture. 



No better than a ga- 
zette or passage of Gallo- 
Belgicus. 



Nothing yet 
against Lowbell. 



proved 



Nothing to Somer- 



That Mrs. Turner did at Whitehall 
shew to Franklin the man, who (as 
she said) poisoned the prince, which 
he says was a physician with a red 
beard. 

That there was a little picture of a 
young man in white wax, left by Mrs. 
Turner with Forman the conjurer 
(which my Lord Coke doubts was the 
Prince). 

That the viceroy of the Indies at 
Goa reported to an English factor, that 
Prince Henry came to an untimely 
death by a mistress of his. 

That Somerset, with others, would 
have preferred Lowbell the apothecary 
to Prince Charles. 

That the Countess laboured Forman 
and Gresham, the conjurers, to inforce 
the Queen by witchcraft to favour the 
Countess. 

That the Countess told Franklin 
that when the Queen died, Somerset 
should have Somerset-house. 

That Northampton said the Prince, 
if ever he came to reign, would prove 
a tyrant. 

That Franklin was moved by the 
Countess to go to the Palsgrave, and 
should be furnished with money. 
The particular reasons why I omit them I have set in the mar- 
gent; but the general is partly to do a kind of right to justice, 
and such a solemn trial, in not giving that in evidence which 
touches not the delinquent or is not of weight ; and partly to 
observe your Majesty's direction to give Somerset no just occa- 
sion of despair or flashes. 

But I pray your Majesty to pardon me, that I have troubled 
you with repeating them, lest you should hear hereafter that 
Mr. Attorney hath omitted divers material parts of the evidence. 

VOL. V. u 



set, 



Declared by Frank- 
lin after condemnation. 



Nothing to Somer- 



set. 



Nothing to Somer- 



set. 
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Along with the notes in the margin of this letter, Bacon received 
news that a messenger had already been despatched to try the effect 
of the King's charm upon Somerset's ear. It was earlier than he 
would himself have recommended, and may have helped to encourage 
Somerset in the belief that the King after all would not venture to 
bring him to trial. But it was too late to interpose any objection. 

Letter to Sir George Villiers^ 10 Maii^ 1616.^ 

Sir, 
Your man made good haste, for he was with me yesterday 
about ten of the clock the forenoon ; since I held him. 

The reason why I set so small a distance of time between the 
use of the little charm, or as his Majesty better terms it the 
evangile, and the day of hia trial, notwithstanding his Majesty's 
being so far off as advertisement of success and order thereupon 
could not go and come between ; was chiefly for that his Ma- 
jesty, from whom the overture of that first moved, did write but 
of a few hours that this should be done, which I turned into 
days : Secondly, because the hope I had of effect by that mean, 
was rather of attempring him at his arraignment, than of con- 
fession before hia arraignment. But I submit it to his Majesty's 
better judgment. 

The person, by your first description which was without name, 
I thought had been meant of Packer: but now I perceive it is 
another, to me unknown, but, as it seemeth, very fit. I doubt 
not but he came with sufficient warrant to Mr. Lieutenant to 
have access. In this I have no more to do but to expect to hear 
from his Majesty how this worketh. 

The letter from his Majesty to myself and the Serjeants, I 
have received ; such as I wished ; and I will speak with the Com- 
missioners, that he may by the Lieutenant understand his Ma- 
jesty's care of him, and the tokens herein of his Majesty's com- 
passion towards him. 

I ever had a purpose to make use of that circumstance, that 
Overbury (the person murdered) was his Majesty's prisoner in 
the Tower ; which indeed is a strong pressure of his Majesty's 
justice; For Overbury is the first prisoner murdered in the 
Tower, since the murder of the young princes by Richard the 
third, the tyrant. 

* Gibson Papers, vol. viii. f. 82. Copy. 
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I would not trouble his Majesty with any points of preamble, 
nor of the evidence itself, more than that part nakedly wherein 
was the tenderness, in which I am glad his Majesty by his pos- 
tils which he returned to me, approveth my judgment. 

Now I am warranted, I will not stick to say openly that I am 
commanded not to exasperate nor to aggravate the matter in 
question of the impoisonment with any other collateral charge 
of disloyalty or otherwise ; wherein, besides his Majesty's prin- 
cipal intention, there will be some use to save the former bruits 
of Spanish matters. 

There is a direction given to Mr. Lieutenant by my Lord 
Chancellor and myself, that as yesterday Mr. Whiting the 
preacher, a discreet man, and one that was used to Helwisse, 
should preach before the Lady, and teach her, and move her ge- 
nerally to a clear confession, that after the same preacher should 
speak as much to her at his going away in private : and so proof 
to be made, whether this good mean and the last night's thoughts 
will produce any thing. And that this day the Lieutenant should 
declare to her the time of her trial and likewise of his trial, and 
persuade her, not only upon Christian duty, but as good for them 
both, that she deal clearly touching him, whereof no use can be 
made nor need to be made for evidence, but much use may be 
made for their comfort. 

It is thought at the day of her trial, the Lady will confess the 
indictment ; which if she do, no evidence ought to be given. 
But because it shall not be a dumb shew, and for his Majesty's 
honour in so solemn an assembly, I purpose to make a declara- 
tion of the proceedings of this great work of justice from the 
beginning to the end ; wherein, nevertheless, I will be careful no 
ways to prevent or deflower the evidence of the next day. 

In this my Lord Chancellor and I have likewise used a point 
of' providence: for I did forecast, that if in that narrative, by the 
connexion of things, any thing should be spoken that should 
shew him guilty, she might break forth into passionate protes- 
tations for his clearing ; which, though it may be justly made 
light of, yet it is better avoided ; Therefore my Lord Chancellor 
and I have devised, that upon the entrance into that declaration 
she shall, in respect of her weakness, and not to add further 
aflliction, be withdrawn. 

It is impossible, neither is it needful for me, to express all 

u 2 
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the particulars of my care in this business. But I divide myself 
into all cogitations as far as I can foresee; being very glad to 
find that his Majesty doth not only accept well of my care and 
advices^ but that he applieth his directions so fitly^ as guideth 
me from time to time. 

I have received the commissions signed. 

I am not forgetful of the goods and state of Somerset, as far 
as is seasonable to inquire at this time. My Lord Coke taketh 
upon him to answer for the jewels (being the chief part of his 
moveable value) ; and this, I think, is done with his Majesty^s 
privity ; But my Lord Coke is a good man to answer for it. 

God ever preserve and prosper you. I rest 

Your true and devoted servant, 

10 Mail, Friday at 7 of the 
clock the momiDg. 

The King's charm or '* evaugile '* was tried upon Somerset on the 
9th by a private messenger whose name is not given, and reinforced 
on the Idth^ by Sir Oeorge More ; who was authorized to assure 
him that *' if he would yet before his trial confess clearly unto the 
Commissioners his guiltiness of this fact," the King would *' not 
only perform what he promised by his last messenger both towards 
him and his wife, but would enlarge it, according to the phrase of 
the civil law, quod gratia tunt ctmplianda,'* And I suppose it was 
shortly after the delivery of the last message that the Commissioners 
made a communication to him somewhat to the same effect ; of which 
the following undated letter gives the report. 

A Letter from the King's Attorney and some great 
Lords Commissioners concerning the persuasion used 
to the Lord op Somerset to a frank confession.^ 

It may please your Majesty, 

We have done our best endeavours to perform your Ma- 
jesty's commission, both in matter and manner, for the exami- 
nation of my Lord of Somerset ; wherein that which passed, for 
the general, was to this effect ; That he was to know his own 
case, for that his day of trial could not be far off; but that this 
day's work was that which would conduce to yourMajesty's justice 
little or nothing, but to your mercy much, if he did lay hold upon 

1 Loselj MSS. p. 400. * Add. MSS. 5503, f. 94. b. 
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it ; and therefore might do him good^ but could do him no hurt. 
For as for your justice^ there had been taken great and grave 
opinion^ not only of such Judges as he may think violent, but 
of the saddest and most temperate of the kingdom, who ought to 
understand the state of the proofs, that the evidence was full to 
convict him, so as there needed neither confession nor supply of 
examination. But for your Majesty's mercy (although he were 
not to expect we should make any promise), we did assure him 
that your Majesty was compassionate of him if he gave you some 
good ground whereon to work. That as long as he stood upon 
his innocency and trial, your Majesty was tied in honour to pro- 
ceed according to justice ; and that he little understood (being a 
close prisoner) how much the expectation of the world, besides 
your love to justice itself, engaged your Majesty, whatsoever 
your inclination were. But nevertheless that frank and clear 
confession might open the gate of mercy, and help to satisfy the 
point of honour. That his Lady (as he knew), and that after 
many oaths and imprecations to the contrary, had nevertheless 
in the end been touched with remorse and confessed. That she 
that led him to oflFend, might lead him likewise to repent of his 
offence. That the confession of one of them could not fitly do 
either of them much good, but the confe^on of both of them 
might work some further effect towards both. And therefore, in 
conclusion, we wished him not to shut the gate of your Majesty's 
mercy against himself, by being obdurate any longer. This was 
the effect of that which was spoken, part by one of us, part by 
another, as it fell out ; adding further, that he might well dis- 
cern who spake in us in the course we held ; for that commis- 
sioners for examination might not presiime so far of themselves. 

Not to trouble your Majesty with circumstances of his answers, 
the sequel was no other, but that we found him still not to come 
any de[gree further] on to confess ; only his behaviour was very 
sober, and modest, and mild (differing apparently from other 
times), but yet, as it seemed, resolved to expect his trial. 

Then did we proceed to examine him upon divers questions 
touching the empoison ment, which indeed were very material 
and supplemental to the former evidence; wherein either his 
affirmatives gave some light, [or] his negatives do greatly falsify 
him in that which is apparently proved. 

We made this further observation ; that when we asked him 
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some question that did touch the Prince or some foreign prac- 
tice (which we did very sparingly at this time)^ yet he grew a 
little stirred^ but in the questions of the empoisonment very cold 
and modest. Thus not thinking it necessary to trouble your 
Majesty with any further particulars, we end with prayer to God 
ever to preserve your Majesty. 

Your Majesty's most loyal and faithful servant, etc. 

If it seem good unto your Majesty, we think it not amiss 
some preacher (well chosen) had access to my Lord of Somerset 
for his preparing and comfort, although it be before his trial. 

The suggestion of these hopes to Somerset may have done some of 
the good which Bacon anticipated, in '* attempering him at his ar- 
raignment ;'* but of " confession before arraignment," which was the 
King's object, there was as yet no offer or symptom. The truth, I 
think, was that he did not yet believe that he would be arraigned at 
all ; nor had he yet exhausted the resources which he thought he 
possessed in the well-known weaknesses of the King. He had tried 
many ways to work upon him. He began when first called in ques- 
tion with vehement upbraiding, against which he knew that James's 
sofb and sensitive nature was seldom proof. When that failed, he 
tried to excite in him dislike and distrust of the Commissioners.^ 
Failing again in that, he addressed himself to his political anxieties 
and apprehensions, intimating that he had an important state secret 
to communicate. Being told to communicate it to the Commis- 
sioners, he refused : it was no business (he said) of theirs : he would 
tell it to Lord Knolles and Lord Hay if he might see them. This 
device was partly successful. With difficulty, and after consider- 
able delay, he succeeded in getting a communication passed to the 
King without the intervention of the Commissioners ; and the long 
lull which followed, — while Digby was expected from Spain, while 
the dispute between the Chancery and the King's Bench was at its 
height, and while the inquiry was diverted towards Spanish intrigues, 
a region in which he had nothing serious to fear, — may have deceived 
him into the hope that he had shaken the King's resolution ; a hope 
which the King's undisguised anxiety to obtain a confession before 
trial would naturally confirm. Pinding however by the last inter- 
view with the Commissioners that it was not so, and that unless he 
could find some new means of diverting the King from his purpose 
he would really be brought to the bar, he next tried to work upon 

' See the King^s letter after the appointment of the Commi5sioner8. * Archieo- 
logia,* vol. xli. p. 90. 
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his personal timidity. Having got no good by his offer to impart 
information which it concerned him to possess, he now threatened to 
disclose something which it concerned him to keep secret. The 
particulars of the message are not known, but it seemed to import a 
threat that if brought to trial he would publicly charge the King 
with being himself accessary to the murder — a threat by which he 
hoped no doubt to deter him from proceeding further. Again how- 
ever he was disappointed. The King, though alarmed and agitated, 
was not to be frightened from his purpose, but caused him to be in- 
formed that until he had either undergone his trial or confessed his 
crime, no private communication could pass between them.^ 

In the meantime counsel was taken, as we learn from the following 
memorial in Bacon's handwriting, — ^undated, but written certainly 
not less than three days before the trial, — what should be done in 
case he put his threat in execution. 

Memorial touching the course to bb held in mt Lord 

OP Somb&set's akraionment.' 

Questions legal for the Judges. 

Whether the axe is to be carried before the prisoner^ being in 
the case of felony. 

Whether, if the La. make any digression to clear his L., she 
is not by the L. Steward to be interrupted and silenced. 

Whether, if my Lord of Somerset should break forth into any 
speech of taxing the King, he be not presently by the Lord 
Steward to be interrupted and silenced, and if he persist he be 
not to be told that if he take that course he is to be withdrawn, 
and evidence to be given in his absence ; and whether that may 
be ; and what else to be done. 

Whether if there should be xii votes to condemn, and xiii or 
xiiii to acquit, it be not a verdict for the King ? 

Questions of convenience, whereupon his M.may confer with some 
of his Counsel. 
Whether if Somerset confess at any time before his trial, his 
Majesty shall stay trial in respect of further examination con- 
cerning practice of treason, as the death of the late Prince, the 
conveying into Spain of the now Prince, or the like. For till he 

* Lonely Papers, p. 408. 

* Tenison MSS. 941, f. 113. This is the docket, which is in Meautys's hand ; all 
but the first word, which is in Bacon's. The paper itself is all in Bacon's hand. 
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confess the less crime, there is [no^] likelihood of confessing the 
greater. 

Whether if the trial npon that reason shall be pnt off, it shall 
be discha^ed privately bj dissolving the commission, or dis- 
charging the summons, or whether it shall not be done in open 
court, the Peers being met and the solemnity and celebrity pre- 
served, and that with some declaration of the cause of putting off 
the further proceeding. 

Whether the days of her trial and his shall be immediate, as 
it is now appointed ; or a day between, to see if after condemna- 
tion the La. will confess of the L. ; which done, there is no 
doubt but he will confess of himself. 

Whether his trial shall not be set first and hers after, because 
then any conceit which may be wrought by her clearing of him 
may be prevented, and it may be he will be in the better temper, 
hoping of his own clearing, and of her respiting. 

What shall be the days; for Thursday and Friday can hardly 
hold in respect of the summons ; and it may be as well Friday 
and Saturday, or Monday and Tuesday, (as London makes it 
already.) 

A particular remembrance for his M. 
It were good that after he is comen into the Hall (so that he 
may perceive he must go to trial), and shall be retired into the 
place appointed till the court call for him, then the Lieutenant 
should tell him roundly that if in his speeches he shall tax the 
King, that the justice of England is that he shall be taken away, 
and the evidence shall go on without him, and all the people 
will cry away with him, and then it shall not be in the King's 
will to save his life, the people will be so set on fire. 

As this was written before some Thursday, and the trial of the 
Countess actuaUy took place on Friday the 24th of May, it follows 
that Wednesday the 22nd of May is the very latest date that can be 
assigned to it. It may have been earlier ; not only because Thurs- 
day need not have been the next day, but also because the day of the 
trial was put off more than once after being fixed, and the Thursday 
spoken of may have belonged to another week : but it cannot have 
been later. From which it follows that the occasion of Sir George 
More's midnight visit to the King at Greenwich the night before 

> Om. MS. 
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Somerset's trial, of which Weldon tells so picturesque a story, can- 
not have been this threat of ** taxing the King ;" for of that, as we 
see, he was aware some time before, and prepared for it. If there is 
any truth in that story, it must have had reference to another threat 
of a different kind ; which will be noticed presently. 



The Lady's turn came first. At nine o'clock in the morning of 
the 24th of May, she was brought up to answer the charge in West- 
minster Hall, before a crowded and eager audience. Places to hear 
" were grown," says Chamberlain, ** to so extraordinary a rate that 
four or five pieces (as they call them) was an ordinary price ; and I 
know a lawyer that had agreed to give £10 for himself and his wife 
for the two days ; and £50 were given for a comer that could hardly 
contain a dozen."^ The Countess pleaded guilty, as was expected. 
It was Bacon's business to pray judgment against her; which he did 
in the following speech. 



The Charge^ by way op evidence^ by Sir Francis Bacon, 
Kniqht, his Majbsty^s Attorney-General, before the 
Lord High Steward, and the Peers, against Frances 
Countess op Somerset, concerning the poisoning op Sir 
Thomas Overbury.^ 

It may please your Grace, my lord High Steward of England, 
and you my Lords the Peers : 
I am very glad to hear this unfortunate Lady doth take this 
course, to confess fully and freely, and thereby to give glory to 
Qod and to justice. It is, as I may term it, the nobleness of an 
offender to confess ; and therefore those meaner persons, upon 
whom justice passed before, confessed not ; she doth. I know 
your Lordships cannot behold her without compassion. Many 
things may move you, her youth, her person, her sex, her noble 
family; yea, her provocations, (if I should enter into the cause 
itself), and furies about her; but chiefly her penitency and con- 
fession. But justice is the work of this day; the mercy-seat was 
in the inner part of the temple ; the throne is public. But since 
this Lady hath by her confession prevented my evidence, and your 
verdict, and that this day's labour is eased ; there resteth, in the 

» Chamberlain to Carieton, 18 Maj 1616. ' * Baconiana,' p. 3. 
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legal proceedings bat for me to pray that her confession may be 
recorded^ and judgment thereupon. 

But because your Lordships the Peers are met, and that this 
day and to-morrow are the days that crown all the former jus- 
tice ; and that in these great cases it hath been ever the manner 
to respect honour and satisfaction, as well as the ordinary parts 
and forms of justice; the occasion itself admonisheth me to give 
your Lordships and the hearers this contentment^ as to make 
declaration of the proceedings of this excellent work of the 
King's justice, from the beginning to the end.^ 

It may please your Grace, my lord High Steward of England: 
this is now the second time, within the space of thirteen years 
reign of our happy sovereign, that this high tribunal-seat (or- 
dained for the trial of Peers) hath been opened and erected, and 
that with a rare event, supplied and exercised by one and the 
same person, which is a great honour to you, my Lord Steward* 

In all this mean time the King hath reigned in his white robe, 
not sprinkled with any one drop of the blood of any of his nobles of 
this kingdom. Nay, such have been the depths of his mercy, as 
even those noblemen's bloods, (against whom the proceeding was 
at Winchester,) Cobham and Grey, were attainted and corrupted, 
but not spilt or taken away; but that they remained rather spec- 
tacles of justice in their continual imprisonment, than monu- 
ments of justice in the memory of their suffering. 

It is true that the objects of his justice then and now. were 
very differing. For then it was the revenge of an offence against 
his own person and crown, and upon persons that were malcon- 
tents, and contraries to the state and government. But now it 

' To guard agaiiiBt accidents, Bacon had set down a frame of what he would 
Bay in case the Countess pleaded not guilty. The manuscript, corrected hy him- 
self and docketed *' The parfite oharee of the Ladj in case of not guilty,'* is pre- 
served at Lambeth. The following is the opening. 

*' You haye heard the indictment against this lady well opened ; and likewise 
the point in law that might make some doubt declared and solved ; wherein cer- 
tainly the pohcy of the W of England is much to be esteemed, which requireth 
and respecteth form in the indictment, and substance in the proof. 

** This scruple it may be hath moved this lady to plead not guilty, though for 
the proof I shall not need much more than her own oonfession, which she hath 
formerly made, free and voluntair, and therein given glory to (Jod and Justice. 
And certainly confession, as it is the strongest foundation for justice, so it is a kind 
of comer-stone, whereupon justice and mercy may meet. 

" The proofs whicli I shall read in the end for the ground of vour verdict and 
sentence will be very short, as much as may serve to satisfy your honours and con- 
sciences for the conviction of this lady, without wasting of time in a case clear and 
confessed, or ripping up guiltiness against one that hath prostrated herself by con- 
fession, or preventing and deflowering to-morrow's evidence j and therefore the oc- 
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is the revenge of the blood and death of a particular subject, and 
the cry of a prisoner ; it is upon persons that were highly in 
his favour; whereby his Majesty to his great honour hath shewed 
to the world (as if it were written in a sun-beam) that he is truly 
the lieutenant of him with whom there is no respect of persons ; 
that his affections royal are above his affections private ; that his 
favours and nearness about him are not like Popish Sanctuaries, 
to privilege malefactors ; and that his being the best master in 
the world doth not let him from being the best King in the 
world. His people (on the other side) may say to themselves, 
/ will lie down in peace, for God and the King and the Law pro- 
tect me against great and small. It may be a discipline also to 
great men, specially such as are swoln in their fortunes from 
small beginnings, that the King is as well able to level moun- 
tains as to fill valleys, if such be their desert. 

But to come to the present case : The great frame of justice 
(my Lords) in this present action, hath a Vault, and it hath a 
Stage ; a Vault wherein these works of darkness were contrived ; 
and a Stage, with steps, by which they were brought to light. 

For the former of these, I will not lead your Lordships into it, 
because I will engrieve nothing against a penitent, neither will 
I open any thing against him that is absent. The one I will 
give to the laws of humanity, and the other to the laws of jus- 
tice: for I shall always serve my master with a good and sincere 
conscience, and I know that he accepteth best. Therefore I 
will reserve that till to-morrow, and hold myself to that which 
I called the stage or theatre, whereunto indeed it may be fitly 
compared : for that things were first contained within the invi- 
sible judgments of God, as within a curtain, and after came 
forth, and were acted most worthily by the King, and right well 
by his ministers.^ 

casion itself doth admonish me to spend this daj rather in declaration than in 
eyidence, giving God and the King the honour, and your Lordships and the 
hearers the contentment, to set before jou the proceeding of this exceUent work 
of the King's justice from the bc^ning to the end ; and so to conclude with the 
reading the confessions and proou. 

" My Lords, this is now the second time," et<5. 

In the body of the speech (which begins at the top of pag;e 300, and does not 
appear to haye been altered at all) I haye used this manuscript for my text ; the 
original paper from which Tenison took the copy in the ' Baconiana ' not being 
to be found. 

* Instead of this paragraph the other speech has " For the former of these, 
though it was first in act, yet it is last in proof; and therefore I will bring this 
work of justice first to the period of this day, and then go on with this day's work." 
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Sir Thomas Overbury was murdered by poison the 15th of 
September^ 1613. 11 Reg. This foul and cruel murder did for 
a time cry secretly in the ears of God ; but God gave no answer 
to it otherwise than that voice (which sometimes he useth) which 
is vox populi, the speech of the people. For there went then a 
murmur that Overbury was poisoned ; and yet this same submiss 
and soft^ voice God^ the speech of the vulgar people^ was not 
without a counter-tenor or counter-blast of the devil, (who is 
the common author both of murder and slander); for it was 
given out that Overbury was dead of a foul disease; and his 
body, which they had made corpus Judaicum with their poisons, 
so as it had no whole part, must be said to be leprosed with vice, 
and so his name poisoned as well as his body ; for as to disso- 
luteness^ I never' heard the gentleman noted with it ; his faults 
were of insolency^ turbulency, and the like of that kind, the 
other part of the soul, not the voluptuous.' 

Mean time there was some industry used (of which I will not 
now speak) to lull asleep those that were the revengers of the 
blood, the father and the brother of the murdered ; and in these 
terms things stood by the space almost of two years; during 
which time God did so blind the two great procurers, and dazzle 
them with their own^ greatness, and bind and nail fast the actors 
and instruments with security upon their protection, as neither 
the one looked about them, nor the other stirred or fled, nor 
were conveyed away, but remained here still as under a privy 
arrest of God^s judgments ; insomuch as Franklin, that should 
have been sent over to the Palsgrave with good store of money, 
was by God's providence and the accident of a marriage of his 
diverted and stayed. 

But about the beginning of the progress the last summer, 
God's judgments began to come out of their depths. And as 
the revealing of murders is commonly such as a man [may] say,^ 
h Domino hoc factum est ; it is God's work, and it is marvellous 
in our eyes : so in this particular it was most admirable ; for it 
came forth first by a compliment, a matter of courtesy. My 
Lord of Shrewsbury, that is now with God, recommended to a 
counsellor of state (of special trust by his place) the late lieu- 

1 the tame tvhmitt and low : B. ' have not: B. 

^ The words after " kind " (which are not in the * Baconians *) are added in the 
MS. in Baoon*8 hand. 

* B. omits " own." * The MS. omits «* may;" B. reads " said. " 
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tenant Helwisse^ only for acquaintance^ as an honest and worthy 
gentleman^ and desired him to know him^ and to be acquainted 
with him. That counsellor answered him civilly, That my, Lord 
did him a favour, and that he should embrace it willingly ; but 
he must let his Lordship know, that there did lie a heavy impu- 
tation upon that gentleman, Helwisse; for that Sir Thomas 
Overbury, his prisoner, was thought to have comen to a violent 
and untimely death. When this speech was reported back by 
my Lord of Shrewsbury to Helwisse, perculit iliico animum, he 
was stricken with it : and being a politic man, and of likelihood 
doubting that the matter would break forth at one time or other, 
and that others might have the start of him, and thinking to 
make his own case by his own tale, resolved with himself upon 
this occasion to discover unto my Lord of Shrewsbury and that 
counsellor, that there was an attempt (whereunto he was privy) 
to have poisoned Overbury by the hands of his under-keeper 
Weston ; but that he checked it and put it by, and dissuaded it, 
and related so much to him indeed:^ but then he left it thus, that 
it* was but an attempt or^ untimely birth, never executed ; and 
as if his own fault had been no more but that he was honest in 
forbidding, but fearful of revealing, and impeaching or accusing 
great persons: and so with this fine point thought to save him- 
self. 

But that great counsellor* of estate, wisely considering that by 
the lieutenant^s own tale it could not be simply a permission or 
weakness ; for that Weston was never displaced by the lieutenant 
notwithstanding that attempt ; and coupling the sequel by the 
beginning, thought it matter fit to be brought before his Ma- 
jesty, by whose appointment Helwisse set down the like declara- 
tion in writing. 

Upon this ground the King playeth Salomon^s part, GloHa 
Dei celare rem, et gloHa regis investigare rem ; and sets down 
certain papers of his own hand, which I mought term to be 
claves jusiitia, keys of justice ; and may serve both for a prece- 
dent for Princes to imitate, and for a direction for Judges to 
follow : and his Majesty carried the balance with a constant 
and steady hand, evenly, and without prejudice, whether it were 
a true accusation of the one part, or a practice and factious de- 

* This clause is not in the * Bacouiana.* ^ The MS. omite " it." 

* 09 an attempt or an : B. * that councellor : B. 
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vice* of the other : which writing, because I am not able to ex- 
press according to the worth thereof, I will desire your Lordship* 
anon to hear read. 

This excellent foundation of justice being laid by his Majesty's 
own hand, it was referred unto some counsellors to examine fur- 
ther ; who gained some degrees of light from Weston, but yet 
left it unperfect. 

After it was referred to Sir Edward Coke, Chief Justice of 
the King^s Bench, as a person best practised in legal examina- 
tions ; who took a great deal of indefatigable pains in it without 
intermission, having (as I have heard him say) taken at least 
three hundred examinations in this business. 

But these things were not done in a corner, I need not speak 
of them. It is true that my lord Chief Justice, in the dawning 
and opening of the light, finding the matter touched upon these 
great persons, very discreetly became suitor to the King to have 
greater persons than his own rank joined with him ; whereupon 
your Lordship, my Lord Steward of England, to whom the King 
commonly resorteth in arduis,^ and my Lord Steward of the 
King^s house, and my Lord Zouch, were joined with him. 

Neither wanted there (this while) practice to suppress testi- 
mony, to deface writings, to weaken the King^s resolution, to 
slander the justice,^ and the like. Nay, when it came to the 
first solemn act of justice, which was the arraignment of Weston, 
he had his lesson to stand mute, which had arrested the whole 
wheel of justice; but this dumb devil, by the means of some dis- 
creet divines and the potent charm of justice together, was cast 
out ; neither did this poisonous adder stop his ear to those 
charms, but relented and yielded to his trial. 

Then follows the^ proceedings of justice against the other of- 
fenders. Turner, Helwisse, Franklin. 

But all these being but the organs and instruments of this 
fact, the actors and not the authors, justice could not have been 
crowned without this last act against these great persons ; else 
Weston's censure or prediction might have been verified, when 
he said he hoped the small flies should not be caught and the 

1 scandal: B. « Lordshipt: B. 

' This clause is omitted in B. 

* Meaning, I suppose, the Chief Justice. See aboye, p. 219. 

* Then foUowed the other: B. 
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great escape :^ wherein the King, being in great straits between 
the defacing of his honour and of his creature, hath (according 
as he useth to do) chosen the better part, reserving always mercy 
to himself. 

The time also of this* justice hath had his* true motions. The 
time until this Lady^s deliverance was due unto honour, Chris- 
tianity, and humanity, in respect of her great belly. The time 
since was due to another kind of deliverance too ; which was that 
some causes of estate which were in the womb might likewise be 
brought forth, not for matter of justice but for reason of state. 
Likewise this last procrastination of days had the like weighty 
grounds and causes.^ 

' greater : B. « B. omits " this." 

' t^ in the ' Baconiana.' That the MS. has his, I cannot assert positiyelj, be- 
cause at the time I made the collation my attention had not been called to the 
fact that its was a form not then in use. But I have so little doubt that it will be 
found so, that I make the correction at a yenture. 
* From this point the other speech proceeds thus : 

** And this is the true and brief representation of this excellent work of the 
King's Justice. 

" Now for the evidence against this Lady, I am sorry I must rip it up. I shall 
first shew you the purveyance or provision of the poisons $ that they were 7 in 
number brought to this Lady and by her billetted and laid up till they might be 
used ; and this done with an oath or vow of secrecy which is like the Egyptian 
darkness, a gross and palpable darkness tliat may be felt. 

" Secondly, I shall show you the exhibiting and sorting of this some number or 
volley of poisons : white arsenic was fit for salt, because it is of like body and 
colour ; the poison of great spiders and of the venomous fly cantharides was fit 
for pig*s sauce or partridge sauce, because it resembled pepper ; as for mercury- 
water, and other poisons, they might be fit for tarts, which is a kind of hotch-pot 
wherein no one colour is so proper : and some of these were delivered by the hands 
of this Lady, and some by her direction. 

" Thirdly, I shall prove and observe unto you the cautions of these poisons j 
that they mieht not be too swifit, lest the worla should startle at it by the sudden- 
ness of the dispatch ; but they must abide long in the body, and work by degrees : 
and for this purpose there must be essays of them upon poor beasts, etc. 

" And lastly, I shall shew you the rewards of this impoisonment, first demanded 
by Weston and denied because the deed was not done ; but after the deed done 
and perpetrated, that Overbury was dead, then performed and paid to the value 
oflSOZ. 

*' And so without further aggravation of that which in itself bears her own tra- 
gedy, I will conclude with the confessions of this Lady herself, which is the 
strongest support of justice, and yet is the footstool of mercy. For as the Scrip- 
ture says, Mer<y and Truth have kissed each other ; there is no meeting or greet- 
ing of mercy, till there be a confession or trial of truth. For these read, 
" Franklin, 16 November. 
Franklin, 17 November. 
Rich. Weston, 1° Octobris. 
Rich. Weston, 2 Octobris. 
Will. Weston, 2 Octobris. 
Bioh. Weston, 8 Octobris. 
Helwisse, 2 Octobris. 
The Countess letter without date. 
The Ck>unte8S confession, 8 Januaiy. 
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But (my Lords) where I speak of a stage, I doubt I hold you 
upon the stage too long. But before I pray judgment, I pray 
your Lordships to hear the King^s papers read, that you may see 
how well the King was inspired, and how nobly he carried it, 
that innocency might not have so much as aspersion. 

Frances Countess of Somerset hath been indicted and ar- 
raigned, as accessary before the fact, for the murder and impoi- 
sonment of Sir Thomas Overbury, and hath pleaded guilty, and 
confesseth the indictment: I pray judgment against the pri- 
soner. 

The prisoner being asked in the usual form what she had to say, 
the following passage occurred, according to the report in the State 
Trials :— 

** Countess of Somerset. I can much aggrayate but nothing extennate 
my fault. I desire mercy and tliat the Lords will intercede for me to the 
King. (This she spoke humbly, fearfully, and so low that the Lord 
Steward could not hear it. But Mr. Attorney related it.) 

" Mr. Attorney. The Lady is so touched with remorse and sense of her 
fault that grief surprises her from expressing herself : but that which she 
hath confusedly said is to this effect, That she cannot excuse herself, but 
desires mercy."* 

This was the whole of the proceeding that day, and it was over by 
noon. " She won pity (says Chamberlain) by her sober demeanour, 
which in my opinion was more curious and confident than was fit for 
a Lady in such distress ; and yet she shed or made shew of some 
tears divers times. She was used with more respect than usual, no- 
thing being aggravated against her by any circumstance, nor any in- 
vective used, but only touching the main offence of murder ; as like- 
wise it was said to day to be the King's pleasure, that no odious or 
uncivil speeches should be given. The general opinion is that she 
shall not die ; and many good words were given to put her in hope 
of the King's mercy, wherein the Lord Steward with the rest of the 
Peers promised their best mediation."* 

" Her carriage (says Sherburn, writing to Carleton on the same 
day) hath much commended her : for both before and after her con- 
demnation she behaved herself so nobly and worthily as did ex- 
press to the world she was well taught and had better learned her 
lesson. ... It is conceived by mauy that in regard she stood not upon 
her justification, but confessed and submitted herself to the law and 

> State Triala, p. 957. 

^ Chamberlain to Carleton, writing in haste at 8 o'clock on the 25th of Maj. 
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mercy of the King, that she shall riot die ; which they ground upon 
Mr. Attorney's speech, which did intimate such a kind of hope ; but 
for my part I am not so confident, because of the King's solemn pro- 
testation made at the first discovery of the business, that the severity 
of the law should be executed upon the offenders ; and seeing so 
many have already suffered I cannot believe he will spare this noble 
Lady, though the greatness of her birth and friends may plead much 
forher."! 

In the meantime she was condemned to be hanged, and taken 
back to the Tower ; most of the bystanders, according to Camden, 
pitying her.^ 

5. 

On the same night, when Sir George More warned the Earl to be 
ready for his trial the next morning (for which it seems he was still 
unprepared, having trusted probably to the operation of his recent 
tlireat upon the King's mind), he was alarmed by the effect the mes- 
sage took upon him. According to Weldon, who professes to have 
heard the story from Sir George himself, " he did absolutely refuse 
it, and said they should carry him in his bed ; that the King had as- 
sured him he should not come to any trial, neither durst the King 
bring him to trial ;" using such *' bold and undutiful expressions " 
that Sir George went off in great consternation to Greenwich, waked 
up the King at midnight, and asked him what was to be done. The 
King, he adds, did not know, but '' falling into a passion of tears " 
left it to Sir George's management, promising that if he " helped 
him in this great strait, he should find he did it for a thankful master." 
Upon which Sir George returned to Somerset at 3 in the morning, 
and assured him, as from the King, that though it was necessary . 
that he should appear at the bar to satisfy justice, he should " return 
instantly again without any further proceedings." " With which 
trick he allayed his fury and got him quietly about 8 in the morning 
to the Hall."3 

Stories told by men like "Weldon are not the more to be believed 
because they have some foundation in fact. But when the fact can 
be discovered it generally detects the fiction in the superstructure. 
In this case we happen to have good evidence that some outbreak of 
the kind did occur on the part of Somerset, and that some immediate 
communication was made about it by Sir George More to the King. 
But the letter which proves that so much was true proves also tiiat 
the rest of the circumstances were badly invented. The letter which 
contains the evidence is the King's answer to Sir George's commu- 

^ S. P. Dom. James I., vol. Ixixvii. no. 29. * Annalium Apparatus. 

' * Secret History of the Court of James I.,* vol. i. p. 421. 
VOL. V. X 
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nication ; a letter still extant in autograph. From this it appears 
that on the jerj eye of the trial More had reported to the King a 
new difficulty. Somerset had been seized with some ** strange fit,'* 
— either was, or pretended to be, either mad or unable to moye. In 
answer to which ** strange news " the King directs him to let liord 
Hay and Sir Bobert Carr (who had already been sent) speak witii 
him first ; and '' when that is done," he add^^ if he shall still refuse 
to go, ye must do your office, except he be either apparently sick or 
distracted of his wits ; in any of which cases ye may acquaint the 
Chancellor with it, so that he may adjourn the day till Monday next, 
between which time [and this] if his sickness or madness be coun- 
terfeited, it will manifestly appear." ^ If he have said anything of 
moment to the Lord Hay," he concludes, " 1 expect to hear of it 
with all speed ; if otherwise let me not be troubled with it till the 
trial be past."^ This therefore was the last stage of the negotiation ; 
and the end of it was that Somerset, finding that his last device had 
failed like the rest and that he could not help himself, consented to 
go and went quietly. 

The throng was as great and the audience as distinguished as the 
day before; "more ladies and great personages," says Chamberlain, 
" than ever I think were seen at any trial." The proceedings were 
much more interesting. For the evidence which constituted the 
case against Somerset was now to be produced in public for the first 
time. The story of the murder, — the way in which and the persons 
by whom it was done, — ^had been heard over and over again ; and the 
principal facts which involved the Countess as accessary had come 
out in the trials or confessions of her instruments. But with r^;ard 
to the Earl, though it was understood upon what should have been 
good authority that there was conclusive evidence against him, no 
one had yet heard what it was. 

The indictment having been read, the prisoner having pleaded not 
guilty, and the Sergeant Crier having called upon all those that were 
to give in evidence against him to make their appearance, Serjeant 
Montague opened the case with a brief statement of the several acta 
charged ; concluding that the question the Peers had to consider was 
in substance only this — " Whether my Lord of Somerset procured or 
caused the poisoning of Sir T. Overbury, or no ?" 

Then Bacon rose to give in the evideuce. I take his speech from 
the copy in Tenison^s * Baconiana,' which professes to be a copy from 
Bacon's own, which I have not been able to find. The other tran- 
scripts which I have seen may occasionally suggest a better reading, 
or supply a lost sentence, but are evidently of inferior authority, so 
that the variations are for the most part not worth recording. 
' ArchsDologia, toI. xviiL 
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In^this, however, as in other similar cases, it is doubtful whether 
Bacon's own copy was a draft of what he intended to saj or a report 
from recollection of what he said. Upon either supposition varia- 
tions would almost inevitably occur. And therefore I have com- 
pared it with other reports made apparently by ear-witnesses, and 
where I have noticed any differences which cannot be attributed to 
the imperfect hearing or art of the reporter, I have given them 
in the notes. 

The charge op Sib Francis Bacon, his Majestx^s Attor- 
ney General, by way op evidence, before the Lord 
High Steward and the Peers, against Robert Earl of 
Somerset for the poisoning of Overbury.^ 

It may please your Grace, my Lord High Steward of Eng- 
land, and you my Lords the Peers ; you have here before you 
Robert Earl of Somerset, to be tried for his life, concerning the 
procuring and consenting to the impoisonment of Sir Thomas 
Overbury, then the King's prisoner in the Tower of London, as 
an accessary before the fact. 

I know your Lordships cannot behold this nobleman, but you 
must remember his great favour with the King, and the great 
place that he hath had and borne, and must be sensible that he 
is yet of your number and body, a Peer as you are ; so as you 
cannot cut him off from your body but with grief; and therefore 
that you will expect from us that give in the King's evidence 
sound and sufficient matter of proof to satisfy your, honours and 
•consciences. 

And for the manner of the evidence also, the King our master 
(who among his other virtues excelleth in that virtue of the im- 
perial throne, which is justice) hath given us commandment that 
we should not expatiate nor make invectives, but materially pur- 
sue the evidence, as it conduceth to the point in question; a 
matter that (though we are glad of so good a warrant) yet we 
should have done of ourselves : for far be it from us, by any 
strains of wit or art, to seek to play prizes, or to blazon our 
names in blood, or to carry the day otherwise than upon just 
grounds. We shall carry the lanthom of justice (which is the 
evidence) before your eyes upright, and be able^ to save it frofti 

^ TeniBon*8 ' Baconiana,' p. 14. 

* So in * Bac5oniana.* Other MS3. have " to be able." Perhaps it should be 
** upright and steady." 

x2 
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being pat oat with any winds of evaaions or vain defences, that 
is our part; and within that we shall contain oarselves;^ not 
doubting at all but that this evidence in itself will carry that 
force as it shall little need vantages or a^ravations. 

My Lords^ the course which I shall hold in delivering that 
which 1 shaU say, (for I love order), is this : 

First, I will speak somewhat of the nature and greatness of 
the offence which is now to be tried ; not to weigh down my 
Lord with the greatness of it, but rather contrariwise to shew 
that a great offence needs a great proof,' and that the King, how- 
ever he might use this gentleman heretofore as the signet upon 
his finger (to use the Scripture-phrase) yet in this case could not 
but put him off, and deliver him into the hands of justice.' 

Secondly, I will use some few words touching the nature of 
the proofs which in such a case are competent. 

Thirdly, I will state the proofs. 

And lastly, I will produce the proofs, either out of the exami- 
nations and matters in writing, or witnesses viva voce. 

For the offence itself; it is of crimes (next unto high treason) 
the greatest ; it is the foulest of felonies. And take this offence 
with the circumstances, it hath three degrees or stages ; that it 
is murder ; that it is murder by impoisonment ; that it is mur- 
der committed upon the King^s prisoner in the Tower : I might 
say, that it is murder under the colour of friendship ; but that is 
a circumstance moral ; I leave that to the evidence itself. 

For murder, my Lords, the first record of justice which was 
in the world was a judgment upon murder, in the person of 
Adam^s first-bom, Cain ; and though it were not punished by 
death, but with banishment and mark of ignominy, in respect of 
the primogeniture, or of the population of the world, or other 
points of God^s secret will, yet it was adjudged, and was (as I 
said) the first record of justice. So it appeareth likewise in 
Scripture, that the murder of Abner by Joab, though it were by 
David respited in respect of great services past, or reason of 

1 This clause, omitted in the ' Baooniana ' (B,), is supplied from the Harleian 
MSS. 2194, and Additional MSS. 1002, which I shall refer to reepectiTely as EL 
i^nd A. 

* This whole clause, from ** not " to " proof," omitted in B., is supplied from 
H. and A. 

' So in B. A. has ** howsoeter he did esteem this gentleman heretofore as the 
signet on his finder, yet in such a case as this he was to put him off, and bring him 
to justice :" with which H. agrees, only omitting the last clause. 
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state, yet it was not forgotten. But of this I will say no more, 
because I will not discourse.^ It was ever admitted, and so 
ranked in God's own tables, that murder is of offences between 
man and man (next to treason and disobedience of authority, 
which some divines have referred to the first table, because of 
the lieutenancy of Ood in princes and fathers) the greatest. 

For impoisonment, I am sorry it should be heard of in this 
kingdom : it is not noslri generis nee sanguinis: it is an Italian 
crime, fit for the court of Rome, where that person that in- 
toxicateth the Kings of the earth with his cup of poison in here- 
tical doctrine, is many times really and materially intoxicated 
and impoisoned himself. 

But it hath three circumstances, which make it grievous be- 
yond other murders. Whereof the first is, that it takes a man 
in full peace ; in Ood's and the Bang's peace : He thinks no 
harm, but is comforting nature with refection and food ; so that 
(as the Scripture saith) his table is made a snare. 

The second is, that it is easily committed, and easily con- 
cealed ; and on the other side, hardly prevented, and hardly dis- 
covered. For murder by violence princes have guards, and pri- 
vate men have houses, attendants, and arms : neither can such 
murders be committed but cum soniiu, and with some overt and 
apparent act that may discover and trace the offender. But 
for poison, the say-cup* itself of princes will scarce serve, in re- 
gard of many poisons that neither discolour nor distaste ; and so 
passeth without noise or observation.* 

And the last is, because it containeth not only the destruction 
of the maliced man, but of any other ;^ Quis modo tutus erit? 
for many times the poison is prepared for one, and is taken by 
another : so that men die other men's deaths ; concidit infelix 
alieno vulnere : and it is, as the Psalm calleth it, sagitta nocte 
volans; the arrow that flies by night, it hath no aim or certainty. 
And therefore if any man shall say to himself here is great talk 
of empoisonment but I am sure I am safe, for I have no ene^ 

' The last clause supplied from H. and A. 

« B. has "said cup," H. and A. "the cup." "Say-cup" (written probably 
saie-cup) would be easily mistaken for " said cup,'* the final e being ha^y dis- 
tinguisnable from the final d^ in hands of that time. 

^ Instead of the last clause, H. and A. haye *' It cometh upon a man when he 
is careless and without respect, and every day a man is within the gates of death." 

^ So B. A. and H. haye " because it concemeth not only the maliced man, but 
every man." 



810 LSTTEBS AKD LIFB OP FBAHCIS BACON. [Chap. VUL 

mies, neither have I anything that another man should long for, 
why that is all one : he may sit next him at the table that is 
meant to be poisoned and pledge him of his cup ; as we may see 
by an example in the 21"* year of King Henry the eighty that 
where the purpose was to poison one man there was poison put 
into barm or yeast, and with that barm pottage or gruel was 
made, whereby sixteen of the Bishop of Rochester's senrants 
were empoisoned ; nay it went into the alms basket likewise, and 
the poor at the gate were poisoned. And therefore with great 
judgment did the statute made that year touching this accident 
make this impoisoning high treason, because it tendeth to the 
dissolution of human society ; for whatsoever offence doth so, is 
in the nature thereof high treason.* 

Now for the third degree of this particular offence, which is 
that it was committed upon the King's prisoner, who was out of 
his own defence and merely in the King's protection, and for 
whom the King and state was a kind of respondent, it is a thing 
that aggravates the fault much. For certainly (my lord of So- 
merset) let me tell you this, that Sir Thomas Overbury is the 
first man that was murdered in the Tower of London, since the 
murder of the two young princes. Thus much of the offence, 
now to the proofs.* 

For the nature of the proofe, your Lordships must consider 
that impoisonment of offences is the most secret ; so secret, as 
if in all cases of impoisonment you should require testimony, you 
were as good proclaim impunity. I will put book-examples. 

Who could have impeached Livia, by testimony, of the im- 
poisoning of the figs upon the tree, which her husband was wont 
for his pleasure to gather with his own hands P 

Who could have impeached Parisatis for the poisoning of one 
side of the knife 'that she carved with, and keeping the other side 
clean ; so that herself did eat of the same piece of meat that the 
lady did that she did impoison ? 

The cases are inBnite (and indeed not fit to be spoken of) of 
the secrecy of impoisonments ; but wise triers must take upon 
them, in these secret cases, Salomon's spirit, that, where there 
could be no witnesses, collected the act by the affection. 

' The whole of this passage, from **And therefore if anj man/' is supplied 
fromH. 
^ This sentence, omitted iu B.» is supplied from H. 
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But yet we are not at our case:^ for that which your Lordships 
are to try is not the act of impoisonment^ (for that is done to 
your hand) : all fche world by law is concluded to say that Over- 
bury was impoisoned by Weston. But the question before you 
is of the procurement only, and of the abetting (as the law 
termeth it)^ as accessary before the fact : which abetting is no 
more but to do or use any act or means which may aid or con- 
duce unto the impoisonment. 

So that it is not the buying or making of the poison, or the 
preparing, or confecting, or commixing of it, or the giving or 
sending or laying the poison, that are the only acts that do 
amount unto abetment. But if there be any other act or means 
done or used to give the opportunity of impoisonment, or to fa- 
cilitate the execution of it, or to stop or divert any impediments 
that might hinder it, and this be with an intention to accomplish 
and achieve the impoisonment; all these are abetmeuts, and 
accessaries before the fact. I will put you a familiar example. 
Allow there be a conspiracy to murder a man as he journeys by 
the ways, and it be one man^s part to draw him forth to that 
journey by invitation, or by colour of some business; and an- 
other takes upon him to dissuade some friend of his, whom he had 
a purpose to take in his company, that he be not too strong to 
make his defence ; and another hath the part to go along with 
him, and to hold him in talk till the first blow be given : all 
these (my Lords) without scruple are abettors to this murder, 
though none of them give the blow, nor assist to give the blow. 

My Lords, he is not the hunter alone that lets slip the dog 
upon the deer, but he that lodges the deer, or raises him^ or puts 
him out, or he that sets a toil that he cannot escape, or the like. 

But this (my Lords) little needeth in this present case, where 
there is such a chain of acts of impoisonment as hath been sel- 
dom seen, and could hardly have been expected, but that great- 
ness of fortune maketh commonly grossness in offending. 

To descend to the proofs themselves, I shall keep this course. 

First, I will make a narrative or declaration of the fact itself. 

Secondly, I will break and distribute the proofs^ as they con- 
cem the prisoner. 

And thirdly, according to that distribution, I will produce 
them, and read them, or use them.* 

* So H. and A. B. haa " But yet we are not to come to one case." 

' In another account of the trial (Additional MSS. 1002, f. 106) which seems 
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So that there ia nothing that I shall tmy, but your Lordship 
(my Lord of Somerset) shall have three thoughts or cogitations 
to answer it : Firsts when I open it^ you may take your aim. 
Secondly^ when I distribute it, you may prepare your answers 
without confusion. And lastly, when I produce the witnesses or 
examinations themselves, you may again ruminate and re-adviae 
how to make your defence. And this I do the rather, because 
your memory or understanding m^y not be oppressed or over* 
laden with length of evidence, or with confusion of order. Nay 
more, when your Lordship shall make your answers in your time^ 
I will put you in mind (when cause shall be) of your omissions. 

First, therefore, for the simple narrative of the fact. Sir 
Thomas Overbury for a time was known to have had great in- 
terest and great friendship with my Lord of Somerset, both in 
his meaner fortunes and after; insomuch as he was a kind of 
oracle of direction unto him ; and if you will believe his own 
vaunts (being of an insolent Thrasonical disposition), he took 
upon him, that the fortune, reputation, and understanding of 
this gentleman (who is well known to have had a better teacher) 
proceeded from his company and counsel. 

And this friendship rested not only in conversation and busi- 
ness of court, but likewise in communication of secrets of estate. 
For my Lord of Somerset, at that time exercising (by his Ma- 
jesty^s special favour and trust) the office of the Secretary provi- 
sionally, did not forbear to acquaint Overbury with the King's 
packets of dispatches from all parts, Spain, France, the Low 
Countries, etc. And this not by glimpses, or now and then 
rounding in the ear for a favour, but in a settled manner : packets 
were sent, sometimes opened by my Lord, sometimes unbroken, 
unto Overbury, who perused them, copied, registered them, made 
tables of them^ as he thought good : so that I will undertake the 
time was when Overbury knew more of the secrets of state than 

to have been drawn up by an ear-witness, the following passage is interposed here. 
** My L. qf 8, 1 homblj desire to answer e?erj particular as it is objected against 
me. My memory is short and so I may omit to answer some of the particulars and 
most principal objections. Lo. Stew. The constant course of the Court must be 
kept. Tou cannot interrupt the King's counsel. They must gire their evidence 
entire before you come to your answer. You have now pen and ink to obserre 
what they urge against you, and if after you omit anything when you come to your 
answer, you shall have all the help that can be afforded you. Attorn. My L. of 
Somerset, in substance I ¥rill satisfy your request, for you shall have three cogita- 
tions," etc. 
1 Both H. and A. have " made table-talk of them." 
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the Council-table did.^ Nay, they were grown to such an in- 
wardness, as they made a play of all the world besides them- 
selves: so as they had ciphers and jargons for the King, the 
Queen, and all the great men ; things seldom used, but either 
by princes and their ambassadors and ministers, or by such as 
work aad practise against, or at least upon princes. 

But understand me (my Lord) I shall not charge you this day 
with any disloyalty j only I lay' this for a foundation, that there 
was a great communication of secrets between you and Overbury, 
and that it had relation to matters of estate, and the greatest 
causes of this kingdom. 

But (my Lords) as it is a principle in nature, that the best 
things are in their corruption the worst, and the sweetest wine 
makes the sharpest vinegar ; so fell it out with them, that this 
excess (as I may term it) of friendship ended in mortal hatred 
on my Lord of Somerset's part.* 

For it fell out, some twelve months before Overbury 's impri- 
sonment in the Tower, that my Lord of Somerset was entered 
into an unlawful love towards his unfortunate Lady, then Coun- 
tess of Essex : which went so far, as it was then secretly projected 
(chiefly between my Lord Privy Seal and my Lord of Somerset) 
to efiect a nullity in the marriage with my Lord of Essex, and so 
to proceed to a marriage with Somerset. 

This marriage and purpose did Overbury mainly oppugn, un- 
der pretence to do the true part of a friend (for that he counted 
her an unworthy woman) ; but the truth was that Overbury, 
who (to speak plainly) had little that was solid for religion or 
moral virtue, but was a man possessed with ambition and vain- 
glory, was loth to have any partners in the favour of my Lord 
of Somerset, and especially not the house of the Howards, against 
whom he had always professed hatred and opposition. So all 
was but miserable bargains of ambition. 

^ A report of the amugnment in the Cambridge University Libraiy (Ee. lY. 
12, whidi I take to be a tranecript from a note taken at the time by some one who 
was present) mentions an interruption at this point. " Here," it says, ** my Lord 
of Somerset interrupted Mr. Attorney and demanded of him why he urged these 
impertinent and by-matters, done by the King's commandment ? Who replied, 
To show that as there was common secrets between you, so there were common 
dangers,** etc. » So H. B. has '* say." 

^ In H. and A. the following sentence occurs here : written no doubt by Bacon ; 
but whether struck out by himself or by Tenison may be a question. ** I hare 
heard my Lord Steward say sometimes in the Chancery that fraud and frost end 
foul. Ajnd I may add a tlurd, and that is the friendship of ill men ; which may 
be truly termed conspiracy and not friendship : for it fell out," etc. 



814 LBITSBS AND LIFB OF FRANCIS BAOON. [Chap. YIIL 

And (ray Lords) that this is no sinister constructioQ^ will well 
appear unto you, when you shall hear that Overbury makes his 
brags to my Lord of Somerset, that he had won him the love of 
the lady by his letters and industry : so fur was he from cases of 
conscience in this matter. And certainly (my Lords) howsoeyer 
the tragical misery of that poor gentleman Overbury ought 
somewhat to obliterate his faults ; yet because we are not now 
upon point of civility, but to discover the fiu5e of truth to the 
face of justice; and that it is material to the true understanding 
of the state of this cause ; Overbury was naught and corrupt, the 
ballads must be amended for that point. 

But to proceed ; when Overbury saw that he was like to be 
dispossessed of my Lord here, whom he had possessed so long, 
and by whose greatness he had promised himself to do wonders; 
and being a man of an unbounded and impetuous spirit, he be- 
gan not only to dissuade, but to deter him from that love and 
marriage ; and finding him fixed, thought to try stronger reme- 
dies, supposing that he had my Lord's head under hia girdle, in 
respect of communication of secrets of estate (or, as he caUs them 
himself in his letters, secrets of all natures) ; and therefore dealt 
violently with him to make him desist, with menaces of discovery 
of secrets, and the like. 

Hereupon grew two streams of hatred upon Overbury; the 
one from the Lady, in respect that he crossed her love and 
abused her name, which are furies to women; the other of a 
deeper and more mineral nature, from my Lord of Somerset him- . 
self; who was afraid of Overbury's nature, and that if he did 
break firom him and fly out, he would mine into him and trouble 
his whole fortunes. 

I might add a third stream from the Earl of Northampton's 
ambition, who desires to be first in favour with my Lord of So- 
merset; and knowing Overbury^s malice to himself and his 
house, thought that man must be removed and cut off. So it 
was amongst them resolved and decreed that Overbury must 
die. 

Hereupon they had variety of devices. To send him beyond 
sea, upon occasion of employment, that was too weak ; and they 
were so far from giving way to it, as they crossed it. There 
rested but two ways, quarrel or assault, and poison. For that 
of assault, after some proposition and attempt, they passed from 
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it ;^ it was a thing too open, and subject to more variety of 
chances. That of poison likewise was a hazardous thing, and 
subject to many preventions and cautions, especially to such a 
jealous and working brain as Overbury had, except he were first 
fast in their hand. 

Therefore the way was first to get him into a trap, and lay 
him up, and then they could not miss the mark. Therefore in 
execution of this plot it was devised, that Overbury should be 
designed to some honourable imployment in foreign parts, and 
should under-hand by the Lord of Somerset be incouraged to re- 
fuse it; and so upon that contempt he should belaid prisoner in 
the Tower, and then they would look he should be close enough, 
and death should be his bsul.^ Yet were they not at their end. 
For they considered that if there was not a fit lieutenant of the 
Tower for their purpose, and likewise a fit under-keeper of Over- 
bury; first, they should meet with many impediments in the 
giving and exhibiting the poison : secondly, they should be ex- 
posed to note and observation, that might discover them : and 
thirdly, Overbury in the meantime might write clamorous and 
furious letters to other his friends, and so all might be disap- 
pointed. And therefore the next link of the chain was to dis- 
place the then lieutenant Waade, and to place Helwisse, a prin- 
cipal abetter in the impoisonment : again, to displace Gary, that 
was the under-keeper in Waade's time, and to place Weston, who 

^ The Cambridge MS., which, though short and imperfeot, appears to be the 
work of an intelligent reporter, gives this passage rather fuller. ** Thereupon it 
was resolved by Northampton that some should be appointed to quarrel with hun 
in Court, hoping, he being of a hot and choleric disposition would presentir take 
fire and so commit some act for which he might be committed. This contusion 
was not followed. But in respect Overbuiy Iwd been bred in the University, and 
was a scholar, and likewise had been a trayeller in foreign parts, and had the lan- 
guages, as also was bred in Court, — all which met togetaer in him and made him 
fit for foreign employments ; therefore they resolved to procure him to be named 
ambassador for some foreign parts, then to animate him to commit a contempt in 
refusing that employment, for which he might be committed ; and so to proceed 
with hmi as occasion should serve." 

* The report in State Paper Office gives this rather fuller, and indicates a little 
variation here in the speech as spoken from the speech as prepared or remembered. 
** My Lords, no man is imprisoned without a cause ; the law of Bngland would 
have aU men free ; some ground therefore roust be raised to abridge Overbury of 
his liberty, which was thus comploted : the King should be moved to send Over- 
buiy upon employment beyond tlie seas, from which Somerset should privately 
and under the pretext of friendship dissuade him even to a denial ; for now, my 
Lords, you must understand Somerset had raked up his fire in the ashes, and not 
long before professed a reconciliation. Upon this denial to serve his Ma*' they 
knew the consequence for contempt would be Overbury*s imprisonment ; from 
which Somerset, through his greatness, assured him a quick and speedy release ; 
and indeed he did deliver him, but his bail was death." (Amos, p. 129.) 
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was the principal actor in the impoisonment : and this was done 
in such a while^ that it may appear to be done as it were with 
one breath ;^ as there were but fifteen days between the commit* 
ment of Overbury, the displacing of Waade, the placing of Hel- 
wisse^ the displacing of Gary the under-keeper^ the placing of 
Weston, and the first poison given two days after.* 

Then when they had this poor gentleman in the Tower close 
prisoner, where he could not escape nor stir, where he could not 
feed but by their hands, where he could not speak nor write but 
through their trunks; then was the time to execute the last act 
of this tragedy. 

Then must Franklin be purveyor of the poisons, and procure 
five, six, seven several potions, to be sure to hit his complexion. 
Then must Mris Turner be the say-mistress of the poisons to try 
upon poor beasts, what's present, and what works at distance of 
time. Then must Weston be the tormentor, and chase him with 
poison after poison ; poison in salts, poison in meats, poison in 
sweetmeats,' poison in medicines and vomits, until at last his 
body was almost come, by use of poisons, to the state that 
Mithridates' body was by the use of treacle and preservatives, 
that the force of the poisons were blunted upon him : Weston 
confessing, when he was chid for not dispatching him, that he 
had given him enough to poison twenty men. Lastly, because 
all this asked time, courses were taken by Somerset both to di- 
vert all means of Overbury's delivery, and to entertain Overbury 
by continual letters, partly of hopes and projects for his delivery, 
and partly of other fables and negotiations ; somewhat like some 
kind of persons (which I will not name) which keep men in talk 
of fortune-telling, when they have a felonious meaning.^ 

^ B. puts the words ^ that . . . breath" in a parenthesis ; which must be a mis- 
take. 

s « And of these (H. adds) you must cut off ten, because all things were resolved 
10 days before this was done, so that upon the matter all was in 6 [misoopied 151 
days.*' The report in the State F&Pf r Offi^gives it again a little mller. ** In 15 
days Overbury was committed, Sir William Wade the honest Lieutenant displaced, 
Sir Janris Hellwish made Lieutenant in his place, his old keeper rejected, and 
Weston commended and accepted in his stead. The 21 of Apru 1613 was Orer- 
bury committed ; the 6 or 7 of May, beins the next month after, Sir Jarvis came - 
into the Tower, Weston was received and administered the first poison : indeed 
upon the matter in 6 days were all theee alterations plotted and acted." 

' A. has ''poison in saltmeats, poison in sweetmeats." 

* So B. U. has " that kind of persons who keep in a tale of fortune-telling 
when they have a felonious intent to pick their pockets or purses.*' The report in 
the State Paper Office gives the passage thus : " that he used him mudi like 
fortune tellers, that tell a tale in a man's face whilst another cuts his purse." With 
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And this is the true narrative of this act of impoisonment^ 
-which I have summarily recited. 

Now for the distribution of the proofs^ there are four heads of 
proofs to prove you guilty (my lord of Somerset) of this impoi- 
sonment; whereof two are precedent to the impoisonment/ the 
third is present^ and the fourth is following or subsequent. For 
it is in proofs as it is in lights^ there is a direct lights and there 
is a reflexion of lights or back-light. 

The first head or proof thereof is. That there was a rootof bit- 
terness, a mortal malice or hatred, mixed with deep and bottom- 
less fears, that you had towards Sir Thomas Overbury. 

The second is, That you were the principal actor, and had 
your hand in all those acts which did conduce to the impoison- 
ment, and which gave opportunity and means to effect it ; and 
without which the impoisonment could never have been, and 
which could serve or tend to no other end but to the impoison- 
ment. 

The third is. That your hand was in the very impoisonment 
itself, which is more than needs to be proved; that you did 
direct poison, that you did deliver poison, that you did con- 
tinually hearken to the success of the impoisonment and that 
you spurred it on and called for dispatch when you thought it 
lingered. 

And lastly, That you did all the things after the impoison- 
ment, which may detect a guilty conscience, for the smothering 
of it and avoiding punishment for it : which can be but of three 
kinds : That you suppressed, as much as in you was, testimony : 
That you did deface, and destroy, and clip and misdate all writ- 
ings that might give light to the impoisonment; and that you 
did fly to the altar of guiltiness, which is a pardon, and a pardon 
of murder, and a pardon for yourself, and not for your Lady. 

In this (my Lord) I convert my speech to you, because I 
would have you attend the points of your charge, and so of^ your 
defence, the better. And two of these heads I have taken to 
myself, and left the other two to the King's two Serjeants. 

For the first main part, which is the mortal hatred, coupled with 
fear, that was in my Lord of Somerset towards Overbury, al- 

which another earwitness's report (Add. MSS. 1002, f. 114) nearly agrees : '* My 
L. of Somerset, you used him as fortune tellers do poor people in the country, hold 
them in a tale while they steal their purse :" which were prohahly the words as 
really deUvered. ^ ** Imprisonment" in B. ' make : H. 
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though he did palliate it with a great deal of hypocrisy and dis- 
simulation even to the end ; I shall prove it (my Lord Steward, 
and you my Lords and Peers) manifestly^ by matt^ both of 
oath and writing. The root of this hatred was that that hath 
cost many a man's life ; that is, fear of discovering secrets : se- 
crets (I say) of a high and dangerous nature. Wherein the 
course that I will hold shall be this. 

First, I will shew that such a breach and malice was between 
my Lord and Overbury, and that it burst forth into violent 
menaces and threats on both sided. 

Secondly, That these secrets were not light, but of a high na- 
ture ; for I will give you the elevation of the pole. They were 
such as my Lord of Somerset for his part had made a vow, that 
Overbury should neither live in court nor country. That he 
had likewise opened himself and his own fears so far, that if 
Overbury ever came forth of the Tower, either Overbury or him- 
self must die for it. And of Overbury's part, he had threatened 
my Lord, That whether he did live or die, my Lord's shame 
should never die, but he would leave him the most odious man 
of the world. And further that my Lord was like enough to 
repent it in the place where Overbury wrote, which was the 
Tower of London. He was a true prophet in that. So here is 
the height of the secrets. 

Thirdly, I will shew you that all the King's business was by 
my Lord put into Overbury's hands : So as there is work enough 
for secrets, whatsoever they were. And like Princes confederates, 
they had their ciphers and jargons. 

And lastly I will shew you that it is but a toy to say that the 
malice was only in respect he spake dishonourably of the Lady ; 
or for doubt of breaking the marriage : for that Overbury was a 
coadjutor to that love, and the Lord of Somerset was as deep in 
speaking ill of the Lady as Overbury. And again, it was too 
late for that matter, for the bargain of the match was then made 
and past. And if it had been no more but to remove Overbury 
from disturbing of the match, it had been an easy matter to have 
banded over Overbury beyond seas, for which they had a fair 
way ; but that would not serve their turn. 

And lastly, periculum periculo vincitur, to go so far as an im- 
poisonment must have a deeper malice than flashes: for the 
cause must bear a proportion to the effect. 
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For the next general head of proofs^ which consists in acts pre- 
paratory to the middle acts, thejr are in eight several points 6f 
the compass, as I may term it. 

First, That there were devices and projects to despatch Over- 
bury, or to overthrow him, plotted between the Countess of So- 
merset, the Earl of Somerset, and the Earl of Northampton, 
before they fell upon the impoisonment : for always before men 
fix upon a course of mischief there be some rejections ; but die 
he must one way or other. 

Secondly, That my Lord of Somerset was principal practiser 
(I must speak it) in a most perfidious manner to set a train 
or trap for Overbury to get him into the Tower ; without which 
they never durst have attempted the impoisonment. 

Thirdly that the placing of the Lieutenant Helwisse, one of the 
impoisoners, and the displacing of Waade, was by the means of 
my Lord of Somerset. 

Fourthly, That the placing of Weston the underkeeper, who 
was the principal impoisoner, and the displacing of Gary, and 
the doing of all this within fifteen days after Overbury's com- 
mitment, was by the means and countenance of my Lord of So- 
merset. And these two were the active instruments of the im- 
poisonment : and this was a business that the Lady's power 
could not reach unto. 

Fifthly, That because there must be a time for the tragedy to 
be acted, and chiefly because they would hot have the poisons 
work upon the sudden ; and for that the strength of Overbury's 
nature, or the very custom of receiving poison into his body, did 
overcome the poisons that they wrought not so fast ; therefore 
Overbury must be held in the Tower. And as my Lord of So- 
merset got him into the trap, so he kept him in, and abused him 
with continual hopes of liberty ; and diverted all the true and 
efiectual means of his liberty, and made light of his sickness and 
extremities. 

Sixthly, that not only the plot of getting Overbury into the 
Tower, and the devices to hold him and keep him there, but the 
strange manner of his close keeping (being in but for a contempt) 
was by the device and means of my Lord of Somerset, who de- 
nied his father to see him, denied his servants that ofiered to be 
shut up close prisoners with him, and in efiect handled it so that 
he was close prisoner to all his friends, and open and exposed to 
all his enemies. 
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Seventhly^ that the advertisements which my Lady received 
from time to time from the Lieutenant or Weston touching 
Overbury's state of body or healthy were ever sent np to the 
Court, though it were in progress, and that from my Lady : 
such a thirst and listening they had to hear that he was de- 
spatched. 

Lastly, there was a continual negotiation to set Overbury's 
head on work, that he should make some recc^nition to clear the 
honour of the Lady, and that he should become a good instru- 
ment towards her and her friends : all which was but entertain- 
ment : for your Lordships shall plainly see divers of my Lord of 
Northampton's letters (whose hand was deep in this business) 
written (I must say it) in dark words and clauses ; that there 
was one thing pretended another intended; that there was a 
real charge and there was somewhat not real ; a main drift and a 
dissimulation. Nay further, there are some passages which the 
Peers in their wisdom will discern to point directly at the impoi- 
sonment. 

[After this inducement followed the evidence itself.] 

Of the evidence which followed we have two independent reports, 
each of which proves the imperfection of the other in detail, while at 
the same time it bears witness to its accuracy in general. The im- 
perfection was inevitable. Without a regular system of reporting, 
including relays of practised hands conveniently placed for hearing, 
it must have been impossible to obtain anything like a complete ac- 
count of a trial which lasted thirteen hours. No such system had 
yet been introduced ; nor was it any object in this case with those 
who bad command of the records to publish such an account. When 
a popular fEkvourite, like the late Earl of Essex, — or the hero of a 
popular cause, like Sir Walter Balegh after his last expedition, — or 
persons belonging to a party in the country considerable enough to 
make their discontent dangerous, like the G-un powder conspirators, 
— were sentenced to the gallows or the block, the Government occa- 
sionally found it expedient to prevent rumours by publishing an au- 
thentic account of the charge and evidence. But in the case of the 
Somersets the popular sentiment ran all in favour of the sentence. 
It was not the execution but the respite that was likely to cause dis- 
content ; which the publication of an authorized report of the evi- 
dence for the conviction would have inflamed rather than allayed. 
In such cases the claim of Justice to publicity was held to be satisfied 
by the admission of everybody who could find room, to see and hear 
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the proceedings. Those who were not there had to content their 
curiositj with what thej could learn from those who were : among 
whom were always some who took notes, out of which reports were 
manufactured for circulation in manuscript. From some manuscript 
of this kind — with the help perhaps of one or two others — the report 
of this case in the ^ State Trials * was made up ; and it is one of the 
best in the collection. I cannot indeed think, as some critics seem 
to do, that it enables us to judge of the case as well as the Peers 
who heard it and coul^ ask questions ; but it does enable us to fol- 
low the course of the evidence and to judge of its general chai*acter. 
Though it cannot be trusted for giving a complete or even a correct 
representation of all the depositions which were read or all that the 
vivd voce witnesses spoke, it shows that each separate point which 
Bacon had undertaken to prove was brought forward in succession, 
with only a few words of preface to remind the Court of its place 
and office in the argument ; that the evidence bearing upon it was 
then read, or the witnesses produced to give their testimony ; and 
that that point was then closed, and left to make way for the next. 
And whatever may be thought of the conclusiveness of the evidence 
on some of those points, it cannot be denied, I think, that it is in 
every case pertinent, and material (as far as it goes), and used with 
scrupulous fairness. 

As the whole proceeding was under Bacon's direction, it may be 
worth while to go shortly through the heads. 

1. In support of the allegation that the friendship between So- 
merset and Overbury had given place to mutual malice and ill will, 
we have the testimony of two of Overbury's servants, who had heard 
altercations or seen correspondence between them; and we have 
also Overbury's own letters, which are certainly of a threatening 
character. 

2. For the high nature of the secrets which had previously passed 
between them, we have again the testimony of a confidential servant 
of Overbury*s, who had seen him open, make extracts from, re-seal, 
and send back again to Somerset, letters directed to the King ;^ and 
we have besides Somerset's own admission that their correspondence 
was conducted in cipher. 

3. For the important allegation that before Overbury's imprison- 
ment a plan had been under consideration for procuring his death in 

* Upon which evidence Bacon, according to the report in the * State Trials,' 
made the following observationa : « I will not now, my Lords, endeayour to press 
the greatness of this offence. But I urge it thus ; That you may see there were 
no mean secret3 betwixt m? Lord and SirT. Orerbury, that might rather cause him 
to fear him than the hindrance of his marriage. If that had^ been it alone, his 
going beyond sea would have served the turn." (* State Trials,* p. 981.) 

VOL. V. Y 
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another way,^ — namely by instigating a gentleman who had had a 
personal quarrel with him to assault and kill him, — and that this de- 
sign was not unknown to Somerset, — we have Somerset's own ad- 
mission that such a thing had been " once resolved," though it was 
*'not followed :'* and we have also the direct testimony of the gentle- 
man selected for the ofiBce ; who confessed that the Countess had 
promised him £1000 and the conversion of Bochester from an enemy 
to a friend if he would do the deed ; and that he had moreover pro- 
fessed himself ready to undertake it, provided Bochester would un- 
dertake to procure his pardon ; which last condition the Counter 
was unable to promise, and so the negotiation was broken off. 

4. ** And now " (said Mr. Attorney, according to the report in 
the * State Trials ') " to the puddle of blood : the first link of which 
is that the means to entrap Overbury for the Tower, was by the 
means of my Lord of Somerset." 

I may observe by the way that the wording of the remark thus 
put into Bacon's mouth shows that we cannot trust the report for 
verbal accuracy, and gives us a kind of measure of the allowance 
that must be made throughout for the imperfection of the medium 
through which we see the image. But though it would be rash to 
assume that it reflects even the substance of all that was material in 
the evidence adduced, there is every reason to believe that the 
writer was taking down as many as he could of the words which he 
heard, as correctly as he could. 

The first link in the chain of evidence which was to prove that 
Somerset had a hand in the preparatory arrangements by which 
Overbury was placed and kept within the power of his enemies, was 
established by Somerset's own admission under his own hand, in a 
declaration voluntarily addressed to the King, that he had "con- 
sented to and endeavoured the imprisonment of Overbury." 

5. " The second link " — proceeded Bacon according to the same 
reporter — "is how that Helwysse came to be Lieutenant of the 
Tower by your means ; and yet that must have a colour : my Lord of 
Shrewsbury and my Lord Chamberlain must prefer him to you as their 
friend, though it was resolved before that he should have the place." 

^ This was introduoed bj Baoon, according to the report, as follows : *' For the 
second branch that I mean to follow, and that is that you used the means to ex- 
pose him to the Tower, and there to keep him dose prisoner, it is a chain of 8 
links and shall be shewed you upon 8 points of the compass. But before we come 
to these, it is to be considered that, as no consultation is ripe in an hour, so no 
more was theirs : for they purposed at first to ha?e taken away his life by assault. 
And Franklin tells you the cause of this malice." Franklin examined, etc., 
" saith that my Lady Somerset said the cause of this hatred of Sur T. Overbury 
was, that he would pry so fiir into mj L. of Somerset that he would put him 
down." *Stat« Trials/ p. 981. 
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For proof of this, we have Helwysse's testimony, confirmed by Sir 
Thomas Monson's, who was the messenger employed: only that Mon- 
Bon speaks of Lord Northampton as the first mover. 

6. "Now the third link" — continued Bacon — "concerns the plac- 
ing of Weston for his keeper.'* 

For proof of this we have again the testimony of Sir Thomas Mon- 
son, who deposes that he recommended Helwysse for Overbury's 
keeper upon the entreaty of the Countess and with the knowledge 
of Northampton ; and we have also Weston's own assertion that he 
was recommended by Lord and Lady Somerset ; together with the 
declaration of a familiar acquaintance of his, that both before and 
after his appointment he was in frequent communication with the 
Earl, and professed to be in favour with him.^ 

7. The " fourth link," which was the date of this placing and dis- 
placing of officers (an important point, because it was not a thing 
which could have been compassed by the Countess alone) was esta- 
blished by Helwysse' s testimony, who had stated that Overbury was 
committed to the Tower on the 30th of April,* himself appointed 
Lieutenant on the 6th of May, and Weston underkeeper on the 7th. 

8. " Now the fifth link " — continued Bacon — ^** which I promised 
to shew you, was that this must not be done suddenly, but by de- 
grees ; and so he must be poisoned leisurely, to avoid suspicion. 
And in the mean space you entertained his father and mother with 
frivolous hopes, and yet indeed hindered and made opposition (but 
underhand) to all the means that were used for his delivery." 

In proof of this, Overbury's father was called; who described par- 
ticularly his communications with Somerset during his son's sickness 
and after his death ; and how he had been advised not to press to 
see him or petition for his release, lest he should protract his impri- 
sonment. 

9. The " sixth link," which was the indifference with which Somer- 
set in the mean time really regarded Overbury's condition, was esta- 
blished by the personal testimony of his brother-in-law Sir John 
Jiidcot, who had previously taken Somerset for Overbury's true 
friend, but when he came to press him upon the matter had been 
convinced that he was not dealing sincerely. 

10. The " seventh link," which was " the manner of his keeping," 
— ^namely the fact that though committed only for a contempt, he 
was kept (contrary to usage) as a close prisoner ; and that this was 

* Compare in this place the report sent by Sberburn to Carleton with the 
« State Trials.* Amos, pp. 90r 137. 

' So in the report in the * State Trials.* But it should be 2l8t of April. See 
Waad's statement, S. P. Dom. James I., vol. Ixxxi. no. 84. 

y2 
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by Somerset's management, — was established by the testimony of Sir 
Thomas Monson, who declared that directions to keep him close 
prisoner had been given to the Lieutenant by Northampton and 
Somerset ; and it was further confirmed by that of Overbury'a ser- 
vant, Laurence Davis ; who on applying to Somerset for leave to wait 
upon his master in the Tower, though he were shut up with him, 
had been put off with the excuse that ^ he shortly purposed to pro- 
cure his total liberty, and this might hinder it.'* 

11. ** Now the eighth and last link " (proceeded Bacon) " is, in 
the interim that Overbury in the Tower was plied with poisons, my 
Lord thirsted after the news, to know what became of him, and con- 
tinual posts went between him and my Lady; and all this while bore 
him in hand with other pretences." 

In proof of which is adduced, first the confession of Franklin that 
he had been " a continual messenger between Weston and the Coun- 
tess, to acquaint her how Overbury fared; who according as she 
heard from the Tower sent the news presently to Court to the Lord 
of Bochester :^ secondly, the examination of Helwysse, who stated 
that he " received divers letters from the Countess, wherein she de- 
sired to know how Overbury did, that she might certify to the 
Court " : thirdly, au admission by Somerset himself that among the 
many letters which passed at that time between himself and the 
Countess, there may have been some which concerned Overbury (which 
he had at first denied): fourthly, a statement by Loubell (the French 
apothecary who attended Overbury) that Somerset had sent for him 
on three several occasions to ask him how Overbury was ; on the 
second of which he had told him, being particularly questioned on 
the point, that he thought he might recover if he were at liberty.' 

12. " Now in respect Overbury had a working braiu " — Bacon 
proceeded — "my Lord of Northampton must in show negotiate 
about his delivery and the terms of his coming out, whilst they in- 
tended his poboniug. That was real, and the other but in pre. 
tence." 

In proof of this, extracts were read from several letters from North- 

^ See the report sent by Sherbum to Oarleton, which differs here from the 
other. Amos, pp. 93, 140. 

' The Cambridge MS. gives, in reference to this point, the evidence of one of 
Overbur/s servants — a little more fullv than I find it in other reports. '* Then 
Payton was again called, and testified that his master being in great extremity sent 
him to the Earl to signify the same, and to pray his assistance for delivery. That 
then his L.demanded of him how sick his master was: that he answered very sick. 
His Lp. demanded again, how sick is he ? Payton answered, exceeding sick. He 
demanded again, man, how sick is he ? Pa^n ansWered, as sick as a man can be. 
Then he demanded the fourth time, how sick P So sick, my Lord, as I think he 
cannot live two days. At which his Lordship cried * pish,* and went his way.*' 
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aropton to Somerset, which leave no room for doubt that a game of 
double dealing in some kind, at the expense of Overbury, was going on. 

"And here" — Bacon concluded — "my part ends, and that that 
rests behind I leave to the two Serjeants." 

13. Serjeant Montague followed, whose part was to prove that 
Somerset's hand was in the empoisonment itself. This was the most 
difficult part of the case, and proved, as might have been antici- 
pated, the weakest. For whatever may have been Somerset's real 
share in the murder, he had no occasion to show or use his hand at 
all in the actual administration of the poisons. In that, the Coun- 
tess did not need his help; having sufficient malice, activity, and 
courage of her own, and sufficient instructors, assistants, and accom- 
plices in Mrs. Turner, Franklin, Helwysse, and Weston. If he 
knew what she was about, he had only to let her alone. It follows 
that the absence of evidence implicating him personally cannot be 
taken as any strong argument of his innocence. But on the other 
hand, if any fact was established by Serjeant Montague which could 
not be accounted for without supposing him guilty, both the re- 
porters have missed it. The facts upon which he seems to have re- 
lied were (1) that Somerset sent a powder to Overbury in a letter, 
which made him very ill. Which was not denied. But then it had 
been understood that it was meant to make him " a little sick :" and 
if the severity of the illness which followed was more than could have 
been produced without poison, it would have been hard to prove that 
no poison was given him about the same time by some other hand. 
(2) That he sent him tarts which were poisoned. And poisoned tarts 
were no doubt sent. But I cannot find any proof that they were sent 
by the Earl, or vrith his knowledge, except what is implied in the 
Countess's expression to Helwysse, "7 wo* hid to bid you say," etc. 
And though Coke had noted upon this, " That must needs be Eo- 
chester, for none could bid or command her but he,"^ I doubt whe- 
ther he could have given a good reason why it might not have been 
her uncle Northampton. (8) That the Countess had received a letter 
from him in which he said " he wondered things were not yet de- 
spatched," whereupon she immediately sent for Weston.^ But this 
fact rests entirely upon the evidence of Franklin ; who could only 
say that ''she told him the letter was sent from my Lord," and that 

* G^diner, yol. ii. Appendix, p. 887. 

2 " AIbo in another letter from the Lord of Boche§ter was written that Sir Tho- 
mae waa to come out of the Tower within two days, and they shduld all be un- 
done ; wherefore the Countess sent for Weston and was very angry with him that 
he had not despatched Sir T. Orerbury." 

This was part of the same confession as given in the trial of Franklin (* State 
Trials,* p. 947). Though missed by the reporter, it is not likely to have been left 
out of the evidence. 
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"he thought" it was about Overbury: evidence which, even if given 
by a less exceptionable witness, was too loose and conjectural to sup- 
port any safe conclusion. 

14. The last part, which was assigned to Serjeant Crew, was more 
to the purpose. When the King told Somerset not long after he 
was first called in question, that from the very beginning of the bu- 
siness he had " ever and at all times behaved himself quite contrary 
to the form that men that wish the trial of the verity ever did in 
such a case,"^ he was speaking of his behaviour towards himself and 
the Commissioners. If he had known what else he had been doing 
elsewhere, he would not have seen any reason for withdrawing the 
charge. It may be possible to explain Somerset's proceedings when 
he first heard of Weston's arrest without supposing him to have been 
an accessary before the fact ; but it must be said that they were ex- 
actly such as a man who knew that there was evidence in existence 
to convict him would naturally have resorted to. 

The proofs on this point were gathered into three heads: 1. Prac- 
tising to suppress testimony. 2. Destroying or misdating letters. 
8. Endeavouring t-o obtain a general pardon. 

The evidence on the first head was not worth much. It was 
Franklin's account of his interview with the Countess at the Cock- 
pit, which I have already mentioned as the evidence on which Coke 
very strangely relied for proof that Somerset was an accessary to the 
murder before the fact ;* and though used by Serjeant Crew for the 
more modest purpose of proving that he " practised " (after the fact) 
" to suppress testimony," it could not bring even that home to him, 
because no one but the Countess could tell what part he took. The 
sum of it is that she sent for Franklin ; told him that Weston had 
been taken and it was likely he would be so shortly; swore him to 
secrecy ; and after consulting the Earl, who was in an inner room, 
" came again and told him that the Lords, if they examined him, 
would put him in hope of a pardon upon confession ; but, said she, 
believe them not; for when they have got out of you what they 
would, we shall all be hanged." It was something, however, to know 
that Somerset was in consultation with her on tliat occasion ; and to 
prove this, an examination of the Countess was produced, in which, 
according to this reporter (who means to quote the words), " she 
confessed all that Franklin said concerning her discourse with him, 
and that my ^Lord was with her that night in the Cockpit :"• a cir- 
cumstance, it must be admitted, which makes it seem likelt/ that he 
was there to assist her in shutting Franklin's mouth. 

* King James's letter to Somerset, printed in the * Archaeologia,' xli. p. 91. 
» See above, p. 230. » ' State Trials.' Amos, p. 101. 
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The evidence on the second head touches him nearer. 

Laurence Davis, Overbury's servant, had asked, after his master's 
death, to be taken into Somerset's service, but was not listened to or 
befriended in any way, until " not long before the progress last sum- 
mer " (which was the time when the inquiry was first raised), he sent 
to him for " all such letters, copies of letters, and other writings, as 
had passed between himself and Overbury " : upon which Davis sent 
him " all the letters that he then had, to the number of thirty or 
thereabouts." 

** Afterwards, two or three days before the Earl was committed, he 
sent for this Davis, and gave him £30, as he told him, at the request 
of his servant EawHns. ' And true it is,' quoth the Earl to Davis, 
* I have heretofore been moved to retain thee, but out of sight out 
of mind, and so I forgot thee : but now I will remember thee. Hast 
thou any more writings ?' Davis answered, * Only two or three in 
the country.* Which my Lord willed him to bring him out of hand."^ 

This again was suspicious ; but it might be only with a view to 
recover a more perfect recollection of what had passed, and be pre- 
pared to answer. The next step was in the same direction, but more 
desperate. It was that which I have already mentioned as the im- 
mediate occasion for placing Somerset in restraint. He had sent a 
pursuivant and a locksmith with a warrant to break into a house and 
search for a trunk with writings in it relating to one Mrs. Hynde ; 
which they found in tlie cellar, and opened : " and looking over 
some papers, the pursuivant, espying the names of Mrs. Turner, 
Overbury, and divers others in them, shut the trunk presently and 
said he would carry them to the Earl himself, which he performed 
accordingly."* 

This could hardly be the proceeding of a man who stood quite 
clear f but an innocent husband might do as much for the protection 
of a guilty wife : and it may have been of great importance to the 
safety of the Countess that she should get into her hands all papers 
belonging to Mrs. Turner. But the next proceeding must have 
been on his own account, and is extremely difficult to explain upon 

1 Amos, p. 148. ^ Ibid. p. Ii9. 

* The queBtion whether he had at that time been ** forbidden the Court," which 
Beems from the Cambridge MS. to have been made of some importance by Coke, 
may hare been important as bearing on the " contempt," but does not affect the 
question of Somerset's complicity. " Touching the granting of the warrant, my L. 
Chief Justice demanded why he granted his warrant after he was forbid the 
Court? He denied that he was forbid the Court. My L. Chief Justice answered 
that he was assured by a very worthy person that you were bid to forbear tlie 
Court. He answered again, By God I was not. My Lord of Pembroke knoweOi 
I was not." The interruption was characterifltic of Coke ; but it is obvious that 
niixiety to get possession of Mrs. Turner's papers would have been a circumstance 
equally suspicious, if the process resorted to had been perfectly regular. 
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any theory which supposes him innocent. Unfortunately our re* 
porters do not go so well together at this part. The trial had now 
heen going on for seven or eight hours, the weather was yerj hot, 
and they were probably both getting tired. Sometimes one and 
sometimes the other tells the story most intelligibly : and sometimes 
the variation is so wide that I think they roust have been reporting 
different passages, — each having missed one, but not the same. In 
these circumstances I think it may generally be assumed ^hat the 
fuller and more intelligible report is probably the more correct. 
And here we get it from the manuscript sent by Sherbum to Carl^ 
ton, and now among the State Papers. The passage seems to me 
so important that I give the whole without abridgment. 

" 4. The examination of Sir Eobert Cotton was read, taken the 2nd of 
December, whereby appeared how the Earl of Somerset got into his 
hands his own letters written to Northampton ; for so Sir Bobert Cotton 
then confessed that afler the death of Northampton, being admitted to 
peruse and oversee all the writings, books and papers in the Earl of 
Northampton's stady, he amongst other papers had collected 30 several 
letters of the Earl of Somerset to Northampton, which he upon request 
delivered to my Lord Treasurer, who sent them to Somerset, who burned 
them some two or three days htfore he was committed, 

** 5. The examination of the Eari of Somerset was prodaced, wherein 
he confessed the delivery of divers letters and other things in a -cabinet to 
Sir Bobert Cotton (this was the cabinet before mentioned*), and that Sir 
Bobert Cotton told him they might be so dated as might clear the prisoner 
if he were called in question about them ; and he further confessed that he 
did cut off some parts of them, and put out some words, etc. And all this 
was confirmed by the confession of Sir Bobert Cotton himself; and indeed 
when the foresaid letters were shewn, all the dates of them were written in 
Sir Bobert Cotton*s hand ; for the Earl of Somerset, Northampton, and 

' It had heen placed for " fear of searohet " in the keeping of one Mrs. Fame- 
forth or Homforcl [the reporters writing by ear heard the name differently] : who 
sent it for safety to a merchant in Cheapside, pretending that it contained writings 
concerning her iointure. On St. Thomas's Day (according to the report in the 
' State Trials ') she desired to have it again, that her lawyer might peruse the pa- 
pers. But the merchant, thinking it prudent under the circumstances to hare 
Coke's sanction, carried the cabinet to him ; who with his fellow-Commissioner 
Lord Zouch opened it, and found it full of letters from OTerbuir and Northamp- 
ton.* The evidence is not very clear as to who sent Mrs. Fameforth for it, or for 
what purpose. But I imagine that Sir B. Cotton, having been examined not long 
before about the missing letters, had wanted to perform some further operations 
upon these ; and either adapt them or destroy them. 

The date which I hare assigned is fixed by St. Thomas's Day. But there is a 
little difficulty : for St. Thomas's Day in 1615 was a Thursday, and Coke was 
found at St. Paul's on a Sunday hearing the sermon. The other report has "on ' 
a sudden " instead of " on St. Thomas's Day." 

• See 'State Trials,' p. 979. 
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Overbury did never use to date any letters which passed between them. 
Amongst these letters thas antedated and mangled by Sir Robert Cotton, 
one letter especially was noted concerning the white powder which my 
Lord of Somerset sent unto Overbury, wherein Overbury writ to Somer- 
set that the powder had wrought well with him, etc., but that he meant 
to take no more ; which letter was mo dated as it might seem to have been 
the powder which he had received from Sir Robert Killigrew} But it could 
not be so, for the Earl received but 3 powders from Sir Robert Killigrew, 
the first whereof he told him he lost, the second the Earl took himself, 
the third, as it seemeth, he sent to Overbury by Rawlins, which gave him 
but one vomit and three stools ; but there was a fourth which was sent by 
Davis, and fell out of the letter into his pocket, which Franklin confessed 
was a violent poison, and so it seemed by the operation of it as before 
appears."* 

The other report, which keeps or tries to keep closer to the letter, 
supplies a fact of importance on this point — the time at which the 
dates were added.^ 

" Sir R. Cotton examined. — Saith, my Lord delivered unto his hands 
many of Sir T. Overbury's letters ; and that he cut and dated them by 
my Lord's direction ; and that he put in dates the next day to some of the 
letters, c^r Weston's arraignment" 

When Weston's story was known, it was easy to select a date for 
the letter which was inconsistent with it. 

The general pardon, which was the third head, was a precau- 
tion which had been attempted a little earlier, though not quite 
early enough. Somerset had indeed in the previous July obtained 
the King's signature to a general pardon ; but it had been stopped 
at the seal, as being general beyond all precedent ; insomuch that 
the Lord Chancellor positively refused to pass it, though commanded 

^ There appears to be some error here. I think the reporter meant to say, or 
ought to have said, '* the powder which the JEarl sent to Overbury by Davis** 
Davis had been employed about the beginning of June to carry a letter from the 
Earl to his master. He was not permitted to see him even in the presence of his 
keeper : so he delivered the letter to Weston, and as he delivered it he saw a little 
paper of white powder foil out ; which was put in again. Weston confessed that 
a powder which he administered on the 3rd of June made Overbury '* very sick with 
extreme vomitings and pureings," and that it was poison. (Amos, p. 144.) Against 
this Somerset alleged that he had received the powder firom Sir Robert Killigrew ; 
that it was meant to act merely as a vomit : hnd that it had so acted, tliere was Over- 
bury's own letter to witness. The question was whether the letter related to that 
powder or another, and all depended upon the date. Now the date was foiud 
on examination to have been put in by Sir R. Cotton, and so the letter was made 
to seem to relate to the powder which was sent by Davis and could not have been one 
of those supplied by Sir. R. KiUierew. ' Amos, p. 149. 

' The MS. report seems to imply that the fact of the insertion of the dates had 
been confessed nrst by Somerset. But the report in the * State Trials ' makes him 
confess the fact in Court, when it was urged against him by Serjeant Crew. P. 991. 
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to do 80 by the King,^ unless he might have a pardon himself for 
doing it : and there it stuck. This was before any suspicion had 
fallen upon him with regard to Overbury. But there was no time 
to be lost. And "a little before Michaelmas'* (which was just the 
time when Coke entered on the investigation) Sir Robert Cotton " at 
my Lord Somerset's entreaty " got him a draft of the largest pardon, 
and the precedent was one that KJng Henry VUI. granted to Car- 
dinal Wolscy ; and told him, " if he desired such a one, the best way 
was to follow precedents."* 

" But upon this " (says the other report) " Sir Bandall Crew observed 
that in those pardons which they took for patterns the course was to men- 
tion the greatest offences as contempt, trespass, etc. (sie) but in this par- 
don they began with the least, and mingled the great crimes as if they 
would shuffle them in undiscemed, contrary to all patterns of pardons 
heretofore in what kind soever. And here Sir Bandall Crew desired one 
particular to be regarded, that this very fact (accessary before the fact 
unto poisonbg) was one of the branches of his pardon." 

A petition, or " declaration " as it is called, sent by Somerset to 
the King in the beginning of February — the same of which Coke 
said at the time that good use might be made of some passages in it, 
" for he could not come nearer to an express confession '*' — was then 
read ; and with the following remarks on it from Bacon th^ case for 
the prosecution closed. 

Mr. Attorney. — You see my, Lords, in this declaration of my 
Lord Somerset there is a brink of confession ; T would to God it 
had a bottom. He urges that in respect he hath formerly been 
so great in the King's favour, and had never committed any 
treason, neither against his person nor state, that he should 
never have been called to an account for this fault, though he 
had been guilty : That grace timely given is a benefit ; and that 
it is not only enough to give life, but to save reputation. But 
if he must be urged, then he desires his wife might be par- 
doned, having confessed the fact : And that if he must be put 
upon the hazard of a trial, the King will before give him leave 
to dispose of his lands and goods to the use of his wife and child ; 
and that in the meantime he will give my Lord Hay and Sir R. 
Carr leave to come to him. 

^ This was on the 20th of August 1615, and shows what a roistAke it is to sup- 
pose that the King had then lost his love for Somerset. 

'^ Cotton's examination, aa giTcn in the * State Trials.' ' Amos, p. 400. 
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Mr, Serjeant Crew. This declaration is an implicative con- 
fession. 

Mr, Attorney, I think there is none here but wonders, see- 
ing that all poisons be works of darkness, how this should so 
clearly appear. But it seems his greatness in fortune caused 
this grossness in offending. 

Throughout the proceedings the Earl had been treated with as 
much respect and tenderness as a prisoner in similar case would re- 
ceive at the present day. Though he was not permitted to interrupt 
the Counsel,! \^q y^^l^l had pen and ink allowed him (at Bacon*s request, 
according to Gondomar*) to take notes,^ and at 6 o'clock in the 
evening he was called on for his answer, with assurance that he 
should not be hurried. Of the value of his defence we are hardly in 
a condition to judge. The reports differ very widely here, and the 
reason of the difference is that one of the reporters (probably a not 
very skilful shorthand writer, and by this time very weary) was try- 
ing to follow the words as well as he could ; the other, a more intel- 
ligent man, set down the substance from memory afterwards, with 
the help of notes taken at the time. The first, which is the report 
printed in the ' State Trials,' is evidently meagre and incomplete, 
but probably follows the Earl's own order (for it gives the dialogue), 
which is desultory and ineffective. The other gives the substance of 
the defence upon the several heads successively, and very likely pre- 
sents it to greater advantage than the original delivery. The re- 
porter says that he made his answer '' very confusedly, insisting most 
upon those particulars which were least material." And yet the main 
plot and intention of the defence appears to have been bold and judi- 
cious. It was to acknowledge that he had quarrelled with Overbury, 
and that he had " plotted with Northampton how to imprison him 
and in prison to keep him close debarred from the access of friends ;"^ 
but to assert that his object was only to prevent him from crossing 
his marriage, and that of any other purpose he was innocent and ig- 
norafit. This served as a parry to the whole of the two first heads 
of the charge : every one of the allegations and inferences contained 
in which might be admitted, without admitting that he had anything 

^ According to the Cambridge MS. Coke interposed on thie point : but I think 
the reporter most hare nuBunderetood him : for his obsenration if correctly re- 
ported seems to be in fiiTOur of interruption. •* Then the Earl of Somerset prayed 
he might answer seyerallj and in particular to everj eyidence whenas it should be 
given. Mr. Attorney first replied that they might not part their evidence. Then 
my L. Chief Justice said they might gi9e teattering evidences. Mr. Attorney be- 
gan," etc. But the other report represents the L. High Steward as deciding the 
question in the sense of the text. 

« ' Arehseologia/ xli. p. 186. ' See note, p. 811. * Amos, p. 152. 
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to do with tho murder. The breach and malice; the high nature of 
the secrets which had been communicated ; the underhand contri- 
vances to get Ovcrbury into prison, and to keep him there, and to 
prevent him from seeing his friends ; the displacing of the Lieute- 
nant and the underkeeper to make room for others whom he could 
trust to follow his directions ;— even the thirst for news of the pro* 
gress of his sickness, and the mysterious letters from Northampton 
— became part of Somerset's own storj: and yet the story was that 
he meant nothing worse than to prevent Overbury from using his 
tongue or pen to hinder the divorce, which was a necessary condition 
of the marriage. There are two points however whicli it fails to 
meet. The negotiation with Sir Davie Wood for the purpose of 
contriving that Overbury should be killed in a private quarrel does 
not fit into the story, and yet is neither explained nor disavowed : 
and Bacon's question why, if he only wanted to prevent Overbury from 
disturbing the match, he did not *' suffer him to be employed beyond 
the seas P — Alas, Overbury had no such long hand as to reach from the 
other side of the sea to England, to forbid your banns or cross your 
love"^ — does not appear to have been answered at all. "With regard 
also to Northampton's letters, which I have mentioned as leaving no 
room for doubt that a game of double-dealing in some kind was going 
on at Overbury'a expense, Somerset's answer cannot in either ver- 
sion of it (for the versions differ materially) be accounted satisfactory. 
According to one, he professed not to know what Northampton 
meant ;' according to the other, he expressed a wish *' that his an- 
swers to those letters were now to be seen ;" ' answers which he had 
himself destroyed. 

To the direct evidence of his complicity in the poisoning, he took 
the obvious objections. Tarts had been sent to Overbury, some 
wholesome, some poisoned. He had himself sent tarts. How did 
it appear that they were not the wholesome ones ? Powders had 
been sent, and it was said that one powder poisoned him. It might 
be so : but the powder which he sent was obtained from Sir Eobert 
Killigrew, was meant to produce a slight sickness, and had the effect 
intended, as appeared by Overbury's own report. For the letter 
which Franklin declared the Countess had shown him, he admitted 
that it would convict him if it could be produced, but denied that he 
had ever written such a letter ; and objected, not unreasonably, to be 
convicted upon " the memorative relation of such a villain as Frank- 
lin." He repeated his denial that he had had personal communica- 
tions with him or with Weston ; observing that though they may 

* Amos, p. 131. A passage in Carleton*8 MS. which is omitted in the other re- 
port. * Amos, p. 163. ' * State Trials/ p. i«J5. 
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have come with messages to bis house, it did not follow that he had 
seen them. The warrant to break open Weston's house and search 
for papers was granted, he said, at the request of his wife, who " de- 
sired it for Mrs. Turner's sake" — which was very likely not only the 
truth, but the whole truth. 

So far, his answer to the charges was plausible, and (except in the 
two points which I have noticed) might seem to ofter a reasonable 
explanation of all the facts adduced ; which were all that he had ex- 
pected to be brought against him. What he had not anticipated, 
and was not at all prepared for, was the discovery of his attempts to 
get rid of evidence which might incriminate him, and to forge evi- 
dence which might be alleged in exculpation. There was no way of 
reconciling this with the rest of his story ; and being urged with it 
unexpectedly, he had no answer ready. He denied nothing : — nei- 
ther the recovery of the letters from Davis, nor the burning, nor the 
clipping, nor the dating. ** Now for the ante-dates,'* he said, " which 
are used as a circumstance against me. Sir B. Cotton moved me to 
it, saying that the dates might prove useful to me at this time." Sp 
his words are reported in the ' State Trials.' (P. 995.) According to 
the other report, '* the dating of the letters he did not deny, but snid 
Sir Bobert Cotton did persuade him so to do, telling him that they 
might be so dated as might clear him of all imputation."^ So again 
with regard to the burning and clipping: ''I confess Sir Eobert 
Cotton delivered me back those letters I had sent my LoVd of North- 
ampton, and that I burned them,^ and that some parts were cut off 
as impertinent."^ 

His attempt to arm himself beforehand with a pardon large enough 
to save him harmless in case he were questioned, was not so fatal a 
fact as the forgery. He could assign a motive for it which had no 
reference to his present case. Sir Eobert Cotton (he said) advised 
him, seeing that he had received some disgrace in the opinion of the 
world through the failure of the last pardon, to recover his honour 
by getting one drawn after the largest precedent : so he " bade him 
search for the largest." " And for any general words, the lawyers 
put them in without his privity." 

At another time this explanation might have passed. At any time 

^ AmoB, p. 166. According to the Cambridge MS. '' The Lord Compton desired 
to know the date of the letter [the letter in which the powder was enclosed] but 
the same being showed, it appeared that at the writing it wanted a date ; and Sir B. 
Cotton upon examination had confessed he dated the same as mj Loi^ appointed 
him. He " [». e. I think, Somerset] ** answered, he caused the true date according 
to the time he received it to be set down." 

3 "Touching the burning of the letters between him and the Earl of Northampton, 
he answered that he had no occasion to keep his own letters, neither did he want 
to make monuments of his own lines." Camb. MS. ' ' State Triab,' p. 90 1. 
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and in any circumstances Sir B. Cotton would have recommended 
him to follow precedents, and would have been ready to produce 
them ; and it ia conceivable that he might, under certain conditions, 
have advised him to outface Court enemies with some such Court 
triumph as this. But that if Cotton did not believe him to be guilty 
he would ever have advised him to resort to forg&ry for evidence of 
innocence, the Peers must have found it very hard to believe. And 
that the destruction, mutilation, and misdating of the letters, and 
the procurement of a very unusual kind of protection, should come 
all together, just at the time when he knew he was to be called in 
question for the murder of the man to whose affairs the letters re- 
lated, and the history of whose death depended very much upon the 
dates — must have seemed a coincidence which called for explanation. 
He had not a word of explanation to offer. The effect of his defence, 
though it began confidently and appears to have contained one or 
two spirited and forcible passages, was ruined by this fatal defect, 
and evidently made no impression upon the Court in his favour: so 
little, indeed, that Bacon did not think it worth while to make any 
reply. When Somerset had said all he could think of — for he was 
neither hurried nor checked nor in any way interfered with — Bacon 
rose, and, according to the report in the * State Trials,' addressed 
tiiese few words to the Court. 

It hath, my Lord, formerly at arraignments been a custom 
after the King's counsel and the prisoner's defence hath beeu 
heard, briefly to sum up what hath been said : but in this we 
have been so formal in the distribution that I do not think it 
necessary. And therefore now there is no more to be done, but 
that the Peers will be pleased to confer, and the prisoner to with- 
draw until the censures be past. 

Somerset, as he withdrew, addressed the Peers again in a few 
words, — which read like the peroration of the speech which he had 
intended to make, but which had been upset by the unexpected evi- 
dence which confronted him — concluding with a protestation that he 
was " neither guilty nor privy to any wrong that Overbury suffered 
in this kind.*' Then the Lord Steward summed up, and the Peers 
(having first conferred by themselves for the space of an houlr, during 
which they sent for the two Chief Justices to assist them^) returned 
into Court, and being asked one by one, all answered Q^uilty. Upon 
which Bacon spoke again. 

> Camb. MS. 
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My Lord High Steward, Robert Earl of Somerset hath been 
indicted and arraigned, and put himself upon his Peers, who all 
without the difference of one voice have found him Guilty. I 
pray judgment. 

And judgment was passed accordiDgly. 

Somerset had said nothing whatever during the whole trial which 
in any way reflected upon the King.i 



6. 

The judgment of the bystanders appears to have quite concurred 
with that of the Peers. Chamberlain (though he cannot be taken 
as speaking for himself, because he did not stay to hear Somerset's 
defence^) reports what he had found no doubt to be the general 
opinion, when, writing to Carleton on the 8th of June, he says. 

"When I wrote last I left the Earl of Somerset pleading for his life : 
but that he said for himself was so little, that he was found guilty by all 
his Peers ; which did so little appal him, that when he was asked what he 
could say why sentence should not be pronounced, be stood still on his 
innocence, and could hardly be brought to refer himself to the King's 
mercy ; upon which terms he stands still ; and having leave to write to the 
King, hath only required that his judgment of hanging should be changed 
to heading ; and that his daughter might have such of his lands as the 
King doth not resume and reserve in his own hands." 

Sherburn, also an intelligent witness, writing to Carleton on the 
25th of May, gives a fuller report. 

^ According to the Cambridge MS. he repeated his protestation of innocence 
once more after the yerdict had been given. " Then he spake to the Lords and 
said his case might be any of theirs hereafter, desired them to consider that it 
was but the testimony of two women of bad condition that had condemned him, 
protested upon his Kdration that he nerer saw Weston's ftce, and that he was 
innocent of that he was condemned." 

• The little he heard of it he must have heard imperfectly : for in a letter writ- 
ten immediately on his return from the Court, he tells Carleton that he does not 
know how the business will end : " for" (savs he) " he denies all, even liis own 
letters, saying they be counterfeited, and will not be brought to write, whereby to 
shew the conformity of the character ; but says that it is against law that he 
should be put to it : — a passage of which there is no trace in any of the reports ; 
and which is the more difficult to understand because there was nothing given in 
evidence which required the identification of Somerset** handwriting. His own 
lettei^ he had himself by his own admission destroyed : and the act of destroying 
them was alleged against him as suspicious : but no writing of his own was pro- 
duced. I think Chamberlain must have misunderstood something which possibly 
passed with reference to Sir R. Cotton's interpolations. Somerset may possibly 
nave denied at first that the inserted dates were in Cotton's hand, and there may 
have been some talk about measures for identifying it, which the reporters missed, 
because the objection was presently withdrawn. 
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** This day my L. of Somerset came likewise to his trial. . . His I*, bad 
much favour shown him by being allowed for his better memory pen ink 
and paper, to take inch notes as he thought best. His answers were so 
poor and idle as many of the Lords his Peers shook their heada and 
blushed to hear such slender excuses ooroe from him, of whom much bet- 
ter was expected. The only thing worth note in him waa his constancy 
and undaunted carriage in all the time of his arraignment, which as it be- 
gan so did it continue to ^e end, without any change or alteration."^ 

To these may be added the opinion of the author of the report of 
the trial which Sherburn sent to Carleton ; who, though he gives 
much the best and fullest and most spirited version of Somerset's 
defence that exists, evidently considered it a failure. I am not aware 
that any contemporary evidence can be produced which tells the 
other way. And it is quite possible that those who heard and saw 
the trial had better ground for their opinion than we know. It is 
the peculiar infelicity of Somerset's case (supposing bim to hare 
been innocent), that the only evidence in his favour is the absence 
of direct and conclusive evidence against him. Not a single fact 
was alleged at the trial, or has ever (so far as I know) been alleged 
since, which is at all difficult to reconcile with the supposition of his 
guilt. Nothing was proved or pretended in the nature of an aiiSL 
Ue was always on the spot, always within reach, always in close and 
confidential correspondence with those who were certainly engaged 
in the murder. Nothing was brought forward which seemed to show 
that he was acting towards Overbury in a different spirit. We do 
not hear of any personal visit ; nor of any earnest endeavour to as- 
certain his real condition, with a view to help or to prevent conse- 
quences worse than were intended ; nor of any manifestation of sur- 
prise or regret at the event ; nor of any anxiety to understand how 
it came about. It is true there is a letter to Dr. Craig, written by 
Somerset, informing him that whenever Overbury desires to see him 
** the King is pleased he shall go," and adding a request from him- 
self that he will give him his best help, and as much of his company 
as he shall require ;* and there is another letter from Northampton 
to the Lieutenant of the Tower apparently upon the same occasion. 
But this was by the King's order upon the direct spplication of 
Overbury's father to the King himself;^ and after this, if old Mr. 
Overbury is to be believed, Somerset told him that petitions to the 
King for his son*s release would hinder it, and advised him to send 

* S. P. Dom. JamaB I., voL Ixxxyii. no. 29. 
« Amos, p. 166. 

' See Northampton's letter to Helwysse ; " Old Mr. Overbur/* petition contained 
another request," etc. 
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no more. Now if in addition to this unfortunate absence of all di- 
rect evidence in his favour, Somerset's manner when confronted with 
the confession of Sir Eobert Cotton showed (as the report seems to 
indicate) confusion and perplexity, it is possible that the Peers maj 
have had reason enough for their verdict, although to us the evi- 
dence may not appear to justify it. We hold cheap the authority of 
the Judges and Juries of those times, because they proceeded so 
much upon depositions, without producing the witnesses in open 
Court, where their behaviour under cross-examination might have 
modified the effect of their testimony. And it is true that they 
would have been better able to judge if they had insisted more upon 
vivd voce evidence. But we forget that in this very respect we are 
ourselves in a worse position to judge than they were. They had at 
any rate the advantage of seeing the prisoner and the Counsel, and 
could ask questions of them. In many cases, and notably in this of 
which we are speaking, they saw several of the witnesses. We on 
the contrary have nothing but depositions to go upon, and can ask 
questions of nobody. We may assume, if we will, that we are wiser 
and juster and more virtuous, — ourselves being the judges, of course 
we are, — but I do not see how we can assume that we know as much 
about the cases. And therefore though we may justly hesitate to 
accept their conclusions as conclusive, we ought, I think, to rest in 
scepticism, and not insist upon the substitution of our ovm. 

And here I should have been content for my own part to leave 
this case, as requiring no further explanation. That Overbury was 
murdered in the manner described, and that the Countess was the 
chief procuress, there is no doubt at all. That Somerset and North- 
ampton^ were aiding and abetting, there is much reason to suspect, 
though to us no absolute proof. That the discovery of all this was 
brought about by a rumour, which led to inquiry, and was followed 
up with a laudable determination, springing from a natural intole- 
rance of murder, to get to the bottom of it if possible, — is a supposi- 
tion which involves no difficulty, and leaves nothing unaccounted for. 
What reason is there for supposing that there was anything behind ? 
My own answer is that there is no reason at all. I do not myself 
believe that there was anything behind. But it is true that there 
was at the time a general expectation of further discoveries, and there 
has been a prevalent belief since that some guilty secret was then 
hushed up. What it was, the ingenuity of historians has exhausted 
itself in vain endeavours to conjecture. But the existence of such a 

' I include Northampton, because those who accept Somerset's story as true, 
will find it difficult to refuse him the benefit of it. 

VOL, V. Z 
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belief is a fact which requires explanation, and the explanation I be- 
lieve to be very simple. 



Franklin who, though a great villain, seems to have been a man of 
humour and no fool, had discovered, in the course of the examinations 
which he underwent, the soft place in Coke's head. Before his trial 
he had dropped into his ear some dark hint of a great Popish poison- 
plot; which worked so powerfully, that that wonderful announce- 
ment from the Bench, which I have already mentioned, of the nar- 
row escape of Court, City, and the greater number of particular 
houses from the malice of that wicked crew, followed immediately. 
And when* after his conviction Dr. Whiting was sent to " press his 
conscience," he allowed it td be delivered of the following confes- 
sions, as noted down by Coke himself, I presume from Dr. Whiting's 
report. 

28 Die Nov. 
The relation of Doctor Whightinge, 

The Doctor oonferring with Franklyn, and the Lord Treasurer being 
named, he said that he was as far in as himself. 

He said ftu*ther that the Lady of Somerset was the most impudent wo- 
man that lived, and there was no hoe with her. 

He confessed that he said at the bar to some near to him, that there 
were greater persons in this matter than were yet known, and so in truth 
then said he there are; and that, although the Chief Justice hath found 
and sifteth out as much as any man could, yet that he iB].much awry, and 
has not come to the ground of the business ; for more were to be poisoned 
and murdered than are yet known, and he marvelleth that they have not 
been poisoned and murdered all this while. He said further, that the 
man was not known that gave him the clyster, and that it was that did tlie 
deed. 

I could have put the Chief Justice in the right way the first day I 
came to him, but now he hath put me in the right way to heaven. 

And being asked whether he should not have had an hundred pounds 
to be employed to the Palsgrave and the Lady Elizabeth, answered An 
hundred ! Nay five hundred. I will not say how much. 

He saith that the Earl of Somerset and the Countess hath the most 
aspiring minds that ever were heard or read of. 

He saith that the Earl of Somerset had a great book of policies and 
how to rise, which book Franklyn had once. 

And saith that the Earl never loved the Prince nor the Lady Elizabeth. 
I could say more, but I will not. 

Do not you marvel wherefore the King useth an outlandish physician 
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and an outlandish apothecary about him, and about the late Prince 
deceased ? Therein (saith he) lieth a long tale. 

Being told that the Queen had been extraordinarily sick and pained, 
and her young children taken away, said he, soft, I am not come to it 
yet. 

I think next the gunpowder treason there was neyer such a plot as 
this is. I could discoyer knights, great men, and others. I am almost 
ashamed to speak what I know. 

He could haye confessed he had seen twenty letters from the Lieutenant 
to the Lady of Essex, whereof two he formeriy confessed. 

And Sir Thomas Mounaon brought her word from the Lieutenant how 
Sir Thomas Oyerbury did, and so did one knight and another knight more. 

If I cannot proye these things I should be ten thousand times more 
the son of the Deyil than now I am ; but God hath sent me now more 
grace than so to do. 

It was said to him that it was not possible that so young a lady as the 
Lady Somerset should contriye such a plot without some helps. No, 
no (said he) who can think otherwise P for the Lady had no money, but 
the money was had from the old Lady, one day 200/. and another day 
500/. for we wanted no money. 

He gaye a glance of Sir William Mounson for the bringing of an hun- 
dred pound for the feeding of the plot. 

He said that there is one liying about the town that is fit to be called 
in question about the pictures and the plot against the Earl of Essex. 

I can make one discoyery that should desenre my life. 

He said he had some knowledge in all acts and yillanies and kna* 
yeries in the world, but now he had recanted them and repented himself 
for them. He thanked God for it. 

I could neyer find by any constellation or conjuration that I should be 
hanged ; but therein the deyil hath deceiyed me. Finis. ^ 

If Coke had contented himself with taking down these oflfers of 
information in order to see whether any light could be got out of 
them, and kept them in the meantime to himself, all would haye 
been well. But though the bait seems coarse and clumsy, it was so 
well suited to his appetite that he seized it without examining and 
swallowed it without pausing. The note of these confessions is 
dated, we see, the 28th of Noyember. On the 4th of December he 
made that other announcement from the Bench (which I have also 
mentioned) of a discovery that made " our deliyerance as great as 
any that happened to the children of Israel :" adding (it is said) an 
obscure hint that he knew something about the death of " that sweet 
Prince Henry." 

It was out of these hints, as I conceive, that all the mystery grew. 

' 8. P. Dom. James I., vol. Ixxxiii. no. 74. Docketed by Coke " The Conferenco 
between the Doctor and Franklyn." 

z2 
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Hearing such sajiDgs from the ortde on the Bench, no wonder that 
the people, whose imagination was now all awake and agape for hor- 
rors, belioTed that some horrihle iniquity was presently to be brought 
to light. No wonder that when nothing came they supposed that it 
had for mysterious reasons been hushed up ; that thereupon thej 
employed themselves in dark conjectures, which begot a brood of 
dark rumours ; and that when Coke, not many months after, was 
removed from the Bench, they remembered the hints which bad 
fallen from him on this occasion, and concluded that he had forfeited 
the King's favour by seeing too far into his secrets. A little re- 
flexion might indeed have told them that when a man like Coke be- 
comes dangerous from knowing too much, to disgrace him without 
silencing him is the last thing upon which a King who feared him 
would venture. But people never trouble themselves on these oc- 
casions to reflect. All the rest was natural, and (as things appeared 
then) not unreasonable. Some great iniquity had been found out 
and hushed up. What ? why ? by whom ? To the last question 
the answer was obvious : by the King : for who but the King had 
power to stop inquiry or forbid disclosure ? And why should the 
King have stopped inquiry ? Doubtless because he had done some- 
thing which he did not wish to become known. And what was it 
then that the King had done, of which he so dreaded the discovery P 
This opened a wide field for conjecture. Any crime would do that 
was bad enough ; and as there was no evidence to guide the guesser 
toward any one in particular, each chose the one he liked best ; pre- 
ference being generally given to that class of crimes which cannot be 
named ; because in them evidence was less to be expected. With a 
general presumption like this against him, it would be hard for a 
man to get through his life without incurring suspicion of something 
in particular. And the King's conduct in the prosecution of this 
cause, — straightforward, open, and consistent as it was, — was found 
to supply some hints for the suspicious. In the first place, when 
Somerset returned from Boyston to London after the appointment 
of the commission, the King (haviog heard Coke's opinion of the 
evidence, but not seen the evidence itself) took leave of him with 
his usual demonstrations of affection ; but observed, as soon as he 
was gone, that he should never see his face more. In the second 
place, after Somerset had been examined by the Commissioners, and 
they had reported that the examinations and testimonies gave ground 
in their opinion for vehement suspicion that he had been an acces- 
sary to the murder before the fact, the King showed great anxiety 
to induce him to confess himself guilty, and caused private commu- 
nications to be made to him as by authority, holding out hopes of 
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pardon if he would do so. In the third place, when Somerset de- 
clared to Sir George More that the King durst not bring him to 
trial, and seemed to threaten that if he did he would publicly " tax 
him " with something, the King did not treat this threat with indif- 
ference, but took counsel with his lawyers and judges as to the 
means of preventing him from putting it in execution. In the 
fourth place, on the day of trial it was observed at Court that when 
the news of the verdict reached Greenwich, the King, who had been 
restless and uneasy before,^ recovered bis usual composure. In the 
fifth place, though sentence of death was recorded in the usual form 
against both the Earl and the Countess, he spared their lives. 

It will hardly be contended that these particular facts would justify 
any serious suspicion of any serious criminality, were it not for the 
previous assumption that something had been hushed up, and the 
fair inference that there was something to conceal. If that previous 
assumption were withdrawn, it would be found that there is no 
ground whatever for any such suspicion. And withdrawn, I think, it 
must be, — absolutely and unconditionally ; as having a distinct, well- 
authenticated, and unbroken pedigree from nothing at all. The be- 
lief that something had been hushed up was the, legitimate offspring 
of the belief that something of a dreadful nature had been discovered, 
which was never revealed. The belief that something of a dreadful 
nature had been discovered was the legitimate offspring of a public 
intimation to that effect from the Chief Justice of England. The 
intimation from the Chief Justice was the legitimate offspring (though 
an untimely birth) of his belief that he had discovered it. The be- 
lief that he had discovered it was the offspring (legitimate also, ac- 
cording to his own doctrine that the evidence of a man who accuses 
himself in his testimony is as strong as if on oath) of Franklin's 
liberal budget of confessions. And Franklin's budget of confessions 
was the natural offspring of his disinclination to be hanged sooner 
than he could help. Unless therefore there be any difficulty in be- 
lieving that Franklin was a man who would tell a lie rather than be 
hanged, there is no reason for supposing that the iniquities he hinted 
at had any existence except in his own brain. By pretending to be 
able to disclose such things, he knew that he should at any rate 
delay his own execution. That his statements were false, we have 

* The reporter, a very fair witness, describes him as "so extreme sad and dis- 
contented, as he did retire himself from all company, and did forbear both dinner 
and supper until he had heard what answer the said Karl had made." (Sherbum 
to Carleton, 31 May 1616.) But as we now know that Qondomar was a long time 
with him that day talking about the Spanish match (*Arch»ologia,' xH. p. 181), 
we must beware of concluding that the time of his retirement was all spent in 
guilty terror. 
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what may be regarded as poaitire eridence : for there are among <rar 
State Papers several examinatioiis taken down in Coke's own hand, 
evidently suggested by Franklin's information, and aiming to elidt 
evidence in corroboration of it, which show that be had followed the 
scent with his usual seal and diligence and found nothing. A few 
vague rumours and a few old wives* stories were all the return of hit 
industry. 

This general assumption being withdrawn, the facts which remain 
admit in my opinion of an easy and suffident explanation. The 
King parted with Somerset at Boyston in his ordinary manner, be- 
cause (making a just distinction between accusation and guilt) he 
would not treat as guilty a man who had not even heard what he 
was accused of. He obsarved at the same time that he shonld never 
see his face more, because he feared, from what Coke had said, that 
the accusation would be justified by the evidence. After hearing the 
report of the Commissioners upon their first examinations of him, be 
was anxious, for the reasons which I have already stated and Deed 
not repeat, to induce him to confess his crime. When threateaed 
with a couoter-accusation against himself, he felt nneasy, because 
to one in his position such an accusation, however groundless, would 
have been at least extremely inconvenient. He refrained from car- 
rying the sentence into execution, partly because he did not feel ctf- 
tain that it was just ; partly because the utter ruin of so great a for- 
tune was puuishmeut sufficient for an example and a deterrent ; and 
partly (perhaps chiefly) because he could not forget that the man 
had been for so many years his bosom-friend, and to order him out 
to an igQominious death was more tlmn he could bring himself to :— 
a weakness perhaps ; but a weakness which, if not respected, may at 
least be excused. 

A complete discussion of his behaviour to Somerset during all this 
business would lead me too far away from my proper subject B" 
any reader wishes for further information as to the grounds upon 
which I dissent from many conclusions which have been commonly 
accepted, I must be content to refer him to a paper which I read to 
the Society of Antiquaries in March 1866, and which will be found 
in the forty -first volume of the ' Archs&ologia.'^ But I cannot quit 
the subject without taking some notice of an elaborate and rather 
imposing treatise, devoted specially to the elucidation of it, in which 
an opposite view is taken of everything, and supported with a grest 
show of diligence and learning. 

* * Beview of the ETidence respecting the Conduct of King James I. in the case 
of Sir Thomas Overbury, in a letter to C. Knight Wateon, Esq.* 
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8. 

In the year 1846, the late Professor Amos published a volume en- 
titled * The Great Oyer of Poisoning/ which will probably continue, 
in virtue of a few merits to hold its place in legal and historical 
libraries, and in virtue of many defects to enjoy a reputation much 
more respectable than it deserves. Its merits consist in this, and I 
think in this only : — it contains several documents not to be found 
in print elsewhere, or not in a form so convenient to the reader. 
Though by no means well edited, — for they have been imperfectly 
read, inaccurately transcribed, carelessly printed, not seen (I should 
think) in proof by the author,^ and set out in no order, without in- 
dex or table of contents, — I have found these of great use. They are 
here gathered together into a portable volume, and after you have once 
corrected them from the originals you can use them instead. Amoug 
them is a reprint in better type of the report in the * State Trials ;' 
a copy of the manuscript report now at the Bolls House ; and of 
several examinations, notes, and letters (chiefly Coke's), which have 
not been printed before. Its defects are a general want of arrange- 
ment, which makes it a tedious labour to discover what the writer is 
aiming at ; an utter incapacity to perceive the conclusions which na- 
turally follow from the premises ; a blind partiality, disguised under an 
air of judicial gravity ; and an extraordinary deficiency in that sense 
of probability, through which ordinary men understand that a sup- 
position must be erroneous when the conclusion it leads to is what 
Euclid would have called absurd. These defects will help to main- 
tain the reputation of the book above its prpper level, because they 
^ill deter people from reading it through with attention. They will 
dip in here and there ; and in turning over the leaves will meet with 
desultory remarks on subjects of all kinds, always expressed with so- 
briety and solemnity, and often very true ; with moral censures pro- 
nounced against acts undoubtedly censurable, if committed; with 

1 E.g.* Sip Chrietophep Bland ' (for * Blount *) p. 64. * Mr. Pawlina * (for * Raw- 
lins') p. 69. •Sip Robert Hanton' (for *Naimton*) p. 477. 'Thoumball' (fop 
TpumbuU) p. 163. *Examinant* (fop Examinate) paasim. ' ParaBetia ' p. 249. 
' Ne pereat pespublicd, * p. 368. ' Ignopatea elenchi ' p. 379. ' Tu sois, Domini, 
quod fed ' p. 381. * Venates * p. 487. * irfpi irayios rj^v fkfvBtpiay^ p. 601. * But 
the hour of your Justice and the wickedness of the man is such as long continuance 
of his life cannot consist together.' (fop * but the wickedness of the man is such as 
the honor of youp Justice and long continuance of his life cannot consist togethep ') 
p. 391. * Contpary to the expectation who thought he would have ttai^ mute ' 
p. 395. ' Keyep deem his Popery, though he wepe diyeps times changed* (fop dewf 
and charged) p. 396. * Good many pejoice ' (fop men) p. 397* * Who should wrote it* 
p. 398. * Fiat plena et celepis justitia fop ail good. Men eapnestly expect it.' (fop 
* all ffood men earnestly expect it *) p. 400. ' So upon the noater he was thepe but 
as a lackey ' (fop * upon the mattep') p. 414. • To petupn a substantial and in- 
different wrU ' (fop * Jury ') p. 390. • The little fishes a$ flies ' p. 376. • My fel- 
lows S^c I baye peceiyed' (fop 'my fellows and X haye leceiyed'*) p. 124. 
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much information (or what looks like it), historical, biographical, 
legal, and literary, brought in for the purpose of illustration; with 
discussions of evidence, apparently careful and diligent, really labo- 
rious and minute ; — and they may easily go away with an impression 
that the book is solid and trustworthy, though unreadable. What 
the writer's contributions to the history of the Great Oyer are really 
worth can only be understood by following his^ arguments from the 
premises to the conclusion ; which is not easily done, because thej 
seldom come within sight of each other, and would require a man to 
spend more time over the book than the fruit would repay. I have 
myself however felt it my duty to spend a great deal of time over it, 
and the margins of my copy would furnish materials, if necessary, for 
the only complete answer which the case admits — namely a volume of 
notes commenting upon the several arguments as they occur, with re- 
ference to page and line. To meet the general argument (if argu- 
ment it can be called) hj a general answer, is impossible ; because it 
is all abroad. It is like a straggling army, which you may march 
through in any direction, but cannot defeat, because it has no head. 
Meanwhile if there be any one who has a fancy to go into it, he will 
find it convenient to be warned beforehand what it is that the book 
has been written to prove : a thing hardly to be discovered from the 
book itself without reading it through more than once ; and this I 
can supply in a short compass. It has been written to prove that 
the real procurer of the murder of Overbury was King James him- 
self ; — that the instrument he employed for the purpose was Sir 
Theodore Mayerne, the Court physician (who was also Overbury's) : 
— that the Countess of Somerset was also engaged at the same time 
in an ineffectual attempt to poison him : — that the King, hearing of 
this some two years after, determined to make her and her agents 
his own scape-goats : — that accordingly he employed Coke and Ba- 
con to get up a case against them, and manage the prosecution so as 
by fair means or foul to ensure a conviction : — that he or they then 
employed a clergyman to betray the victims into false confessions of 
their own guilt, and published to the world false reports of those 
confessions ; as well as an official account of the trial in which the 
truth was misrepresented in every way,— by the omission of circum* 
stances which were favourable to the prisoners, by the invention of 
circumstances which made against them, and by a general licence of 
" garbling :" — that the King's motive for poisoning Overbury was a 
fear lest Overbury might in discontent reveal certain secret and un- 
namable vices to which Professor Amos supposed that the King and 
Somerset and Overbury and Overbury's confidential servant were 
alike addicted : — that his motive for pardoning Somerset, after he 
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had by such meaas sufficieutly eBtablished his guilt, was fear lest 
Somerset should in revenge or in self-defence disclose the fact that 
he was himself the murderer of Overbury : — ^and finally that James 
was just the sort of man to do such things. 

Now if it be asked what desperate difficulty in the ascertained 
phenomena can have driven a respectable and very prosaic professor 
to take refuge in so complicated and so extravagant a hypothesis as 
this, the answer must be that it was only the old difficulty of explain- 
ing why James showed so much uneasiness while Somerset's threat 
to "tax him'* with something was hanging over him. Yet surely 
this is a phenomenon which can be understood and accounted for 
without assuming for that purpose (upon no evidence whatever ex- 
cept the supposed difficulty of accounting for it in any other way) 
lat. That James and Somerset were guilty of certain secret unmen- 
tionable vices. 
2nd. That Somerset and Overbury were guilty of similar secret un- 
mentionable vices. 
3rd. That James knowing that Overbury knew him to be guilty of 
the said vices, and fearing tha£ he might reveal them, desired to 
have him killed. 
4th. That for that purpose he employed Sir Theodore Mayeme, the 
principal Court physician (and a man never suspected before of 
any crime worse than an unskilful prescription), to poison him. 
5th. That having accomplished this object, and so skilfully that not 
a shadow of suspicion had fallen upon him, and hearing accidentally 
two years after that an unsuccessful attempt to poison Overbury 
had been made exactly at the same time by other parties, he de- 
termined to free himself from all fear of being suspected, by the 
audacious experiment of bringing those other parties to trial and 
having them found guilty of the crime which he had himself com- 
mitted. 
6th. That whereas a second instrument was necessary for the accom- 
plishment of this second murder — or rather series of murders — he 
selected for that service the most t»nsubservient, intractable, self- 
willed, contradictious and indiscreet man in his dominions — Sir 
Edward Coke — a man whose pride was in his reputation for pro- 
bity and independence, and who was as staunch as a bloodhound 
in hunting out evidence : — ^that he selected this man for his instru- 
ment, and set him upon the scent, with full liberty and encourage- 
ment to follow it out in his own way. 
7th. (which is as wonderful as any of the rest) that he found in 
this man a willing instrument and accomplice; and by his help 
(for if it was true that Overbury had been poisoned by the pro- 
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curement of the King, it was impossible that Coke so commissioiied 
should fail to find it out) got as manj of the parties hanged as 
suited his purpose, and all evidence tending to throw suapidon on 
himself suppressed, destroyed, or evaded. 
8th. That all this was done, yet that nothing ever transpired after- 
wards to betray any part of it. 

Surely the man who finds it easier to believe all this than to be- 
lieve that a King, being threatened by a former bosom-fiivourite with 
the public imputation of some odious crime, would feel uneasy about 
it, is a man who finds it easier to swallow eight camels than to at- 
tempt one gnat. 

How far Bacon was an accomplice in all this. Professor Amos does 
not distinctly say ; though a long chapter is devoted to him, in which 
his conduct is minutely criticised and found of course to be a con- 
tinuous series of basenesses. I have carefully considered all the 
charges, but not found any that seem worth answering. And as 
the whole of the evidence is before the reader, I leave him to make 
his comments for himself. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

A.D. 1616. JSTAT. 56. 

1. 

Tuis great cause being thus settled, — fortunately settled, I should 
say ; for the carriage of it bred no trouble to the living, and the cri- 
ticisms of Posterity cannot disturb the dead, — the next care was to 
settle the differences between the Courts of law ; which having only 
been adjourned for a few weeks were presently to come up again. The 
indictment of Pr»munire against the Chancery had failed in February, 
because the Grand Jury returned an ignaramiu : but Coke had en- 
couraged the plaintiffs to try again, promising them a better Jury an- 
other time. The argument of the Judges upon the Commendam case 
had been adjourned in the beginning of May till the second Saturday 
of the next term, which would be the 8th of June ; so there was 
little time to spare. But the learned counsel had not been asleep in 
the interval, and everything was ready. 

To strengthen himself for the encounter. Bacon again reminded 
Yilliers of his suit to be made a Privy Councillor ; which was still 
under consideration. The result will be seen in the two next letters ; 
which come from his own collection. 

A LETTER TO SlR G. VlLLIERS TOUCHING HIS SWEARING COUN- 
CILLOR. 30 May 1616.1 

Sir, 

The time is as I should think now or neyer for his Majesty 
to finish his good meaning towards me, if it please him to con* 
sider what is past and what is to come. 

If I would tender my profit and oblige men unto me by my 
place and practice, I could have more profit than I can desire, 
and could oblige all the world and offend none ; which is a brave 

^ Gibson Papers, toL ▼iii.f. 33. Copy. Docketed in Bacon's hand as in the heading. 
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condition for a man's private. But my heart is not on these 
things. Yet on the other side, I would be sorry that worthless 
persons should make a note that I get nothing but pains, and 
enemies, and a little popular reputation which followeth me 
whether I will or no. If anything be to be done for yourself^ I 
should take infinite contentment that my honour mought wait 
upon yours. But I would be loth it should wait upon any man's 
else. If yon would put your strength to this business, I know 
it is done. And that done many things more will b^in. God 
keep you ever. I rest 

Your true and devoted servant. 

Fa. Bacon. 

30 May, 1616. 

A LETTER TO SiR O. YlLLIERS UPON THE CHOICE HIS M. C4AVB 
HIM, WHETHER HE WOULD BE SWORN COUNCILLOR, OR HAVE 
ASSURANCE TO SUCCEED THE CHANCELLOR. 8 JUNB 1616.^ 

Sir, 
The King giveth me a noble choice, and you are the man 
my heart ever told me you were. Ambition would draw me to 
the later part of the choice. But in respect of my hearty 
wishes that my Lord Chancellor may live long, and the small 
hopes I have that I shall live long myself, and above all because 
I see his Majesty's service daily and instantly bleedeth, towards 
which I persuade myself, (vainly perhaps) but yet in mine own 
thoughts firmly and constantly, that I shall give when I am of 
the table some effectual furtherance (as a poor thread of the la- 
byrinth which hath no other virtue but an united continuance 
without interruption or distraction), I do accept of the former, 
to be councillor for the present, and to give over pleading at 
bar ; let the other matter rest upon my proof, and his Majesty's 
pleasure, and the accidents of time. For to speak plainly I 
would be loth that my Lord Chancellor, to whom I owe most 
after the King and yourself, should be locked to his successor, 
for any advancement or gracing of me. So I ever remain 
Your true and most devoted 

and obliged servant, 

Fr. Bacon. 

3 Junii 1616. 

* Gibson Papers, vol. Tui. f. 34. Copy in Bacon's hand : docketed as in the 
heading. 
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It was not till the 9th of June that Bacon took the oath of a 
Priyy Councillor. In the meantime he submitted to the King a 
memorial of the course he wished him to take for the settlement of 
these questions of jurisdiction : which was, to have them both laid 
formally before the Council^ — discussed, decided, and the decision 
solemnly recorded. The memorial was first printed by Eobert Ste- 
phens in his ' Letters and Memoires of Sir Francis Bacon,' published 
in 1702, and commonly referred to as his "first collection." The 
original (from which it professes to be copied) I have not met with. 
But where I have had the opportunity of comparing Stephens's copies 
with the manuscripts from which they were taken, I have found 
them so accurate that I consider them almost as good as originals. 

This paper bears no date. But as Saturday the 8th of June (the 
day to which the cause had been adjourned) is spoken of as " Satur- 
day next," and the proceeding before the Council which it recom- 
mends actually took place on Thursday the 6th, it cannot be dated 
either earlier than the 1st of June, or much later. 



A Memorial for his Majesty. Copied prom the ORioiNALy 

CORRECTED^ IN A PLACE OR TWO, WITH SiR FrA. BaCON's 
OWN HAND.^ 

It seemeth this year, of the fourteenth of his Majesty's reign, 
being a year of a kind of majority in his government, is conse- 
crate to justice.^ Which as his Majesty hath performed to his 
subjects in this late memorable occasion, so he is now to render 
and perform to himself, his crown and posterity. 

That his Council shall perceive by that which his Majesty 
shall now communicate with them, that the mass of his business 
is continually prepared in his own royal care and cogitations, 
howsoever he produceth the same to light and to act per opera 
dierum. 

That his Majesty shall make unto them now a declarative of 

two great causes, whereof he doubteth not they have heard by 

'glimpses; the one concerning his high Court of Chancery, the 

other concerning the Church and prelacy; but both of them 

^ Stephens's first collection, p. 140. 

^ By the laws, scTeral ages are assigned to persons for several purposes. And 
by the common law the fourteenth year is indeed a kind of majority, and accounted 
an age of discretion. At that time the man may agree or disagree to a precedent 
marriage: the heir in socage may reject the guardian appointed by law, and choose 
a new one : and the woman at tliat age shall be out of ward, etc, {Note by Stephens.) 
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deeply touching his prerogative and sovereignty, and the flowers 
of his crown. 

That about the end of Hilary term last, there came to his Ma- 
jesty's ears, only by common voice and report, not without great 
rumour and wonder, that there was somewhat done in the King's 
Bench the last day of that term, whereby his Chancery sbould 
be pulled down, and be brought in question for praemunire; 
being the most hainous offence after treason and felony ^nd 
misprision of treason ; and that the time should be when the 
Chancellor lay at the point of death. 

That his Majesty was so far from hearing of this by any com- 
plaint from his Chancellor (who then had given over worldly 
thoughts,) that he wrote letters of comfort to him upon this ac- 
cident, before he heard from him ; and for his Attorney, his Ma- 
jesty challenged him for not advertising him of that of which it 
was proper for his Majesty to be informed from him. 

That his Majesty being sensible of this so great novelty and 
perturbation in his courts of justice, nevertheless used this me- 
thod and moderation, that before he would examine this great 
affront and disgrace offered to his Chancery and Chancellor^ he 
would first inform himself whether the Chancery or Chancellor 
were in fault; and whether the former precedents of Chancery 
did warrant the proceedings there after judgment passed at com- 
mon law (which was the thing in question) ; and thereupon bis 
Majesty called his learned counsel to him, and commanded them 
to examine the precedents of Chancery, and to certify what they 
found: which they did; and by their certificate it appeareth, 
that the precedents of that kind'were many, and precise in the 
point, and constant, and in good times, and allowed many times 
by the Judges themselves. 

That after this his Majesty received from the Lord Chancellor 
a Case, whereby the question was clearly set down and contained 
within the proper bounds of the present doubt ; being, Whether 
upon apparent matter of equity, which the Judges of the law by 
their pface and oath cannot meddle with or relieve, (if a judgment 
be once passed at cojnmon law) the subject shall perish, or that 
the Chancery shall relieve him ; and whether there be any statute 
of praemunire or other, to restrain this power in the Chancellor ; 
which case, upon the request of the Lord Chancellor, his Ma- 
jesty likewise referred to his learned counsel, (and the Prince's 
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attorney Mr. Walter was joined with thera,) who, upon great 
advice and view of the original records themselves, certified the 
Chancery was not restrained by any statute in that case. 

That his Majesty again required his learned counsel to call 
the clerks of the King^s Bench to them, and to receive from 
them any precedents of indictments in the King^s Bench against 
the Chancery £Dr proceeding in the like case ; who produced only 
two precedents, being but indictments offered or found, upon 
which there was no other proceeding ; and the clerks said they 
had used diligence and could find no more. 

That his Majesty, after he had received this satisfaction that 
there was ground for that the Chancery had done, and that the 
Chancery was not in fault, he thought then it was time to ques- 
tion the niisdemeanour and contempt in scandalizing and dis- 
honouring his justice in that High Court of Chancery in so 
odious a manner; and commanded his Attorney-general, with 
the advice of the rest of his learned counsel, to prosecute the 
offenders in the Star-chamber, which is done ; and some of them 
are fled, others stand out and will not answer. 

That there resteth only one part more towards his Majesty^s 
complete information in this cause : which is to examine that 
which was done in open court the said last day of Hilary term, 
and whether the Judges of the King's Bench did commit any 
excess of authority, or did animate the offenders otherwise than 
according to their duty and place; which inquiry, because it 
concemeth the Judges of a court, (to keep order and decorum) 
his Majesty thinketh not so convenient to use his learned coun- 
sel therein, but will commit the same to some of the council- 
table, and his learned counsel to attend them. 

This declared, or what else his Majesty in his own high wis- 
dom shall think good, it will be fit time to have the certificate 
of the learned counsel openly read. 

His Majesty may, if he please, forbear to publish at this time 
at the table the committees ; but signify his pleasure to them- 
selves afterwards. 

The committees named by his Majesty, were the Archbishop 
of Canterbury, Secretary Lake, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
and the Master of the Rolls. 

This report is to be prefixed, to be given in by Wednesday at 
night, that his Majesty may communicate it with his Council, 
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and take further order on Thursday thereupon^ if his Majesty be 
so pleased. 

At this declaration^ it is his Majesty's direction (to the end 
things may appear to be more evenly carried) that neither my 
Ix>rd Chancellor nor my Lord Chief Justice be present. 

But then when his Majesty entereth into the second declara- 
tive, my Lord Chancellor is to be called for: but my Lord Chief 
Justice not ; because it concemeth him. 

For the second declarative : that his Majesty hath reason to 
be offended and grieved, in that which passed touching the Com- 
mendams, both in matter and manner : for the matter, that his 
Majesty's religious care of the Church and of the Prelacy, and 
namely, of his Lords Spiritual the Bishops, may well appear, 
first, in that he hath utterly expelled those sectaries or incora- 
formable persons that spurned at the government; secondly, 
that by a statute made in the first year of his reign, he hath 
preserved their livings from being wasted and delapidate by 
long leases, and therein bound himself and his crown and sue- 
cession ; and lastly, that they see two Bishops privy councillors 
at the table, which hath not been of late years. 

That agreeably to this his Majesty's care and good afi*ection, 
hearing that there was a case of the Bishop of Lincoln's, wherein 
his Majesty's supreme power of granting Commendams (which 
in respect of the exility of bishopricks is sometimes necessary) 
was questioned to be overthrown or weakened ; he commanded 
his Attorney-general, not only to have care to maintain it ac- 
cording to his place, but also that he should relate to his Ma- 
jesty how things passed ; and did also command the Bishop of 
Winchester to be present at the public argument of the case ; 
and to report to his Majesty the true state of that question, and 
how far it extended. 

This being accordingly done ; then upon report of the Bishop 
of Winchester in the presence of the Lord Chancellor, his Ma- 
jesty thought it necessary, that before the Judges proceeded to 
declare their opinion they should have conference with his Ma- 
jesty, to the end to settle some course, that justice might be 
done, and his regal power (whereof his crown had been so long 
vested) not touched nor diminished. And thereupon com- 
manded his Attorney (who by his place ought properly to sig- 
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nify his Majesty's pleasure to his Judges, as his Secretary doth 
to his Privy Council,) in the presence of the Lord Chancellor and 
the Bishop, to signify his pleasure to the Judges, that because 
his Majesty thought it needful to consult with them in that case 
before they proceeded to judgment, and that his Majesty's bu- 
siness (as they all knew) was very great, and Midsummer term 
so near at hand, and the cause argued by his Attorney so lately, 
they should put off the day till they might advise with his Ma- 
jesty at his next coming to town. That his Majesty's Attorney 
signified so much by his letters (the next day after he had re- 
ceived his commandment) to all the Judges, and that in no im- 
perious manner, but alledging the circumstances aforesaid, that 
the case was lately argued, his Majesty's business great, another 
term at hand, etc. 

Now foUoweth the manner that was held in this, which his 
Majesty conceiveth was not only indiscreet, but presumptuous 
and contemptuous. 

For first, they disobeyed this his Majesty's commandment, and 
proceeded to public argument notwithstanding the same; and 
thought it enough to certify only their mind to his Majesty. 

Secondly, in a general letter under all their hands (howsoever 
it may be upon divided opinion) they alledge unto his Majesty 
their oath ; and that his Majesty's commandment (for the At- 
torney's letter was but the case that it was wrapped in) was 
against law ; as if maturity and a deliberate proceeding were a 
delay, or that commandment of stay in respect of so high a 
question of state and prerogative, were like a commandment 
gotten by importunity, or in favour of a suitor. 

Thirdly, above all, it is to be noted and justly doubted, that 
upon the contrary in this that they have done they have broken 
their oath; for their oath is to counsel the King when they shall 
be called; and if when the King calleth them to counsel, they 
will do the deed first, and give him counsel after, this is more 
than a simple refusal. 

Lastly, it is no new thing upon divers particular occasions, of 
a far higher nature than the consulting with their sovereign 
about a cause of great moment, to put off days, and yet no 
breach of oath. And there was another fair passage well known 
to my Lord Coke, that he might have used if it had pleased 
him; for that very day was appointed for the King's great causQ 

VOL. V. 2 ^ 
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in the Chancery, both for my lord Hobart and him ; which cause 
ought to have had precedence afore any private cause^ as they 
would have this seem to be. 

To this letter his Majesty made a most princely and prudent 
answer, which I leave to itself. 

Upon this declaration his Majesty will be pleased to have the 
Judges' letter and his own letter read. 

Then his Majesty (for his part as I conceive) will be pleased 
to ask the advice of his Council as well for the stay of the new 
day, which is Saturday next, as for the censure and reproof of 
tlie contempt passed: for though the Jadges are a reverend body, 
yet they are (as all subjects are) corrigible. 



Substantially these suggestions were approved and acted upon. 
But since it was important to get the question concerning the Com- 
roendams settled before the following Saturday, whereas the indict- 
ment against the Chancery was not likely, in face of the proceed- 
ings which bad been taken in the Star Chamber, to be preferred 
again at present, it was thought best to take the Commendam case 
first and deal with it alone for that time. Accordingly, on Thursday 
the 6th of June, a Council was held for this purpose at Whitehall, 
all the Judges attending ; at which Council the point in dispute was 
fully explained and discussed, the opinion and advice of the Council 
formally taken, and the Judges (with an important exception in the 
person of Coke, who rather evaded the question than refused to con- 
cur) admitted their error and agreed in future to take the course for 
which the King contended. A full and particular report of the pro- 
ceedings will be found a little further on in the Act of Council which 
Bacon drew up and sent to the King for approval a few days after. 

In the meantime a report upon a petition for a monopoly-patent, 
which had been referred to him as Attorney- General, comes in here 
by right of date ; and though the patent itself did not (so far as I 
know) give rise to any question of historical importance, Bacon's 
manner of dealing with it is not without interest, as bearing upon 
the general question of his connexion as referee with those monopo- 
lies which caused so great a commotion in the next Parliament, im- 
mediately before his fall ; with which, indirectly, they had perhaps a 
good deal to do. It would be premature to enter into any discus- 
sion of that question at present, but we shall be the better prepared 
to understand his position with regard to it hereafter, if we take no- 
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tice as we go of the maimer in which such questions came before 
him in the way of ordinary business, and the spirit in which he was 
in the habit of dealing with them. Mr. Gardiner maintains that an 
erroneous principle of political economy was at the bottom of his 
action in that matter, and that the only monopolies which he fa- 
voured were those which he believed to be for the good of the public : 
and (without committing myself, as at present advised, quite so far 
as that) I invifce the reader to watch and observe as we proceed 
whether he ever reports in favour of a monopoly which there is rea- 
son to believe he thought injurious to the public. 

To THE KlNO.^ 

It may please your excellent Majesty, 

According to your Majesty^s reference signified by Sir 
Boger Wilbrabam, I have considered of the petition of Sir Gil- 
bert Houghton, your Majesty's servant, for a licence of sole 
transportation of Tallow, Butter, and Hides, etc. out of your 
realm of Ireland ; and have had conference with the Lord 
Chichester, late Lord Deputy of Ireland, and likewise with Sir 
John Davies, your Majesty's Attorney there : And this is that 
which I find : 

First, that Hides and Skins may not be meddled withal, being 
a staple commodity of the kingdom, wherein the towns are prin- 
cipally interessed. 

That for Tallow, Batter, Beef (not understanding it of Uve 
cattle), and Pipe-staves, (for upon these things we fell, although 
they were not all contained in the petition, but in respect Hides 
were more worth than all the rest, they were thought of by way 
of some supply), these commodities are such as the kingdom may 
well spare, and in that respect fit to be transported ; wherein 
nevertheless some consideration may be had of the profit that 
shall be taken upon the licence. Neither do I find that the 
Farmers of the Customs there, of which some of them were be- 
fore me, did much stand upon it, but seemed rather to give way 
to it. 

I find also that at this time all these commodities are free to 
be transported by proclamation, so as no profit can be made of 
it, except there be first a restraint ; which restraint I think fitter 
to be by some prohibition in the letters patents, than by any 

1 Add. MSS. 4259, f. 161. Orig. . 

2a2 



356 LETTEBS AND LIFE OP FRANaS BACX)N. [Chap. IX. 

new proclamation ; and the said letters patents to pass rather 
here than there, as it was in the Licence of Wines granted to the 
Lady Arhella ; hat then those letters patents to be inroUed in 
the Chancery of Ireland^ whereby exemplifications of them may 
be taken to be sent to the ports. 

All which nevertheless I submit to your Majesty's better 
judgment. 

Your Majesty's most humble 

bounden subject and servant, 

Fb. Bacon. 
Junii 5", 1616. 

8. 

By the 12tb of June Bacon was ready with his report of the pro- 
ceedings in Council on the 6th, and in the following letter to Yilliers 
enclosed a draft of it for the King's approval. 

To Sir George Yilliers.^ 
Sir, 
I send his Majesty a draught of the Act of Council con- 
cerning the Judges' letter, penned as near as I could to his Ma- 
jesty's instructions, received in your presence. I then told his 
Majesty my memory was not able to keep way with his ; and 
therefore his Majesty will pardon me for any omissions or errors, 
and be pleased to supply and reform the same. 

I am preparing some other materials for his Majesty's excel- 
lent hand, concerning business that is coming on : for since his 
Majesty hath renewed my heart within me, methinks I should 
double my former endeavours. Ood ever preserve and prosper 
you. I rest 

Your most devoted and bounden servant, 

Fr. Bacon. 
12th of June 1616. 

The Act of Council itself was printed by Robert Stephens in his 
first collection ; but from a very incorrect copy. It is here corrected 
from a copy now among the Lansdowne MSS., which appears to have 
belonged to Sir Julius C»sar ; by whom it is described (in the table 

^ Gibson Papen, vol. yiiL f. 86. Fair copy, in Baoon** hand. 
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of contents to the volume) as " The Cause touching the Commen- 
dams, handled and ordered before the Lords of the F. Council, 
1616." 

In 1791, a copy appeared in the Collectanea Juridica which pro- 
fessed to have been collated with the original entry in the Council 
Book. But I suspect that the collation has not been very carefully 
made. 



At Whitehall thb sixth of June, Anno 1616.* 

Present : 
The Kino's Majesty. 
Lord Archbishop of Canterbury. Lord KnoUys. 
Lord Chancellor. Lord Wotton. 

Lord Treasurer. Lord Stanhope. 

Lord Privy-Seal. Mr. Vice-Chamberlain. 

Lord Steward. Mr. Secretary Winwoode. 

Lord Chamberlain. Mr. Secretary Lake. 

L. Visct. Fenton. Mr. Chancellor of the Exche- 

Lo : Bishop of Winchester. quer. 

Lord 2iOuch. Master of the Rolls. 

His Majesty having this day given order for a meeting of the 
Council, and that all the Judges (being twelve in number) should 
be sent for to be present ; when the Lords were set^ and the 
Judges ready attending^ his Majesty came himself in person to 
Council^ and opened to them the cause of that assembly ; which 
was : That he had called them together concerning a question 
that had relation to no private person, but concerned God and 
the King ; the power of the Crown ; and the state of his Church 
whereof he was Protector ; and that there was no fitter place to 
handle it than at the head of his Council-table : That there had 
been a question pleaded and argued concerning Commendams, 
the proceedings wherein had either been mishandled or misre- 
ported ; for his Majesty a year since had received advertisements 
concerning that case in two extremes : By some, that it did trench 
far into his Prerogative Royal in the general power of granting 
Commendams ; and by others that the doubt rested only upon 
a special nature of a Commendam, such as in respect of the in- 

> Lansd. MSS. vol. clxxiv. f. 217. 
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congruity and exorbitant fonn thereof might be questioned^ 
without impeaching or weakening the general power at all. 

Wherenpon his Majesty^ willing to know the tme state thereof^ 
commanded the Lord Bishop of Winchester and Mr. Secretary 
Winwoode to be present at the next argument^ and to report the 
state of the question and proceedings unto his Majesty. But 
Mr. Secretary Winwoode being absent by occasion, the Lord of 
Winchester only was present, and gave information to his Ma- 
jesty of the particulars thereof^ which his Majesty commanded 
him to report to the board. 

Whereupon the Lord of Winchester stood up and reported, 
that Serjeant Chibbome (who argued the case against the Com- 
mendams) had maintained divers positions and assertions very 
prejudicial to his Majesty's prerogative royal. 

As first, that the translation of Bishops was against the 

canon law, and for authority vouched the canons of the 

Council of Sardis. 

That the King had no power to grant Commendams, but 

in case of necessity. 
That there could be no necessity, because there was no 

need of augmentation of livings, for no man was bound to 

keep hospitality above his means. 

Besides many other parts of his argument tending to 

the overthrow of his Majesty's prerogative in cases of Com- 

mendam. 
The Lord of Winchester having made this report, his Majesty 
resumed his former narrative, letting the Lords know, that after 
the Lord of Winchester had made unto his Majesty a report of 
that which passed at the argument of the case, like in substance 
unto that which now had been made, his Majesty apprehending 
the matter to be of so high a nature, commanded his Attorney- 
general to signify his Majesty's pleasure to the Lord Chief 
Justice; That in regard of his Majesty's other most weighty 
occasions, and for that his Majesty held it necessary (upon the 
Lord of Winchester's report) that his Majesty be first consulted 
with before the Judges proceeded to ailment, therefore the 
day appointed for the Judges' ai^ument should be put off till 
they might 8i)eak with his Majesty ; and this letter of his Ma- 
jesty's Attorney was by his Majesty's commandment openly read ; 
which follows, in hac verba. 
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My Lord, 

It is the King^s express pleasure. That because his Ma- 
jesty's times would not serve to confer with your Lordship and 
his Judges, touching the case of Commendams at his last 
being in town, in regard of his Majesty's other most weighty 
occasions; And for that his Majesty holdeth it necessary, upon 
the report which my Lord of Winchester (who was present at 
the last argument by his Majesty's royal commandment) made 
to his Majesty, that his Majesty be first consulted with, ere 
there be any further proceeding by argument of any of the 
Judges, or otherwise : Therefore that the day appointed for the 
further proceeding by argument of the Judges in that case be 
put ofi^, till his Majesty's further pleasure be known upon con- 
sulting with him. And to that end, that your Lordship forth- 
with signify his commandment to the rest of the Judges: 
wher^f your Lordship may not fail. And so I leave your Lord- 
ship to God's goodness. 

Your Lp's loving friend to command. 

Fa. Bacon. 

This Thursday at afternoon, 
the 25 th day of April, 1616. 

That upon this letter received, the Lord Chief Justice re- 
turned word to his Majesty's said Attorney by his servant ; That 
it was fit the rest of his brethren should understand his Ma- 
jesty's pleasure immediately by letters from his said Attorney 
to the Judges of the several benches, and accordingly it was 
done. Whereupon all the said Judges assembled, and by their 
letter under their hands certified his Majesty, That they held 
those letters (importing the signification aforesaid) to be con- 
trary to law, and such as they could not yield to the same by 
their oath ; and that thereupon they had proceeded at the day,, 
and did now certify his Majesty thereof. Which letter of the 
Judges his Majesty also commanded to be openly read ; the tenor 
whereof followeth, in hac verba. 

Most dread and most gracious Sovereign, 

It may please your most excellent Majesty to be adver- 
tised, that this letter inclosed was delivered to me your Chief 
Justice on Thursday last in the afternoon, by a servant of your 
Majesty's Attorney-general ; and letters of like effect were on 
the day following sent from him by his servant to us your Ma- 
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jesty's other Justices of every of the courts at Westminster. 
We are and ever will be ready with all faithful and true hearts, 
according to our bounden duties, to serve and obey your Ma- 
jesty, and think ourselves most happy to spend our lives and 
abilities to do your Majesty true and faithful service. In this 
present case mentioned in this letter, what information hath 
been made unto you (whereupon Mr. Attorney doth groand 
his letter) from the report of the Bishop of Winchester, we 
know not. This we know, that the true substance of the case 
summarily is thus. It consisteth principally upon the con- 
struction of two acts of parliament, the one of the twenty-fifth 
year of K. Edw. III. and the other of the twenty-fifth of 
K. Hen. VIII. whereof your Majesty^s Judges upon their 
oaths, and according to their best knowledge and learning, are 
bound to deliver the true understanding faithfully and up- 
rightly. And the case is between subjects for private interest 
and inheritance, earnestly called on for. justice and expedition. 
We hold it our duties to inform your Majesty, that our oath 
is in these express words: That in case any letters come unto 
us contrary to law, that we do nothing by such letters but cer- 
tify your Majesty thereof, and go forth to do the law, notwith- 
standing the same letters. We have advisedly considered of 
the said letter of Mr. Attorney, and with one consent do hold 
the same to be contrary to law, and such as we could not yield 
to the same by our oath : assuredly persuading ourselves that 
your Majesty being truly informed, that it standeth not with 
your royal and just pleasure to give way to them. And there- 
fore knowing your Majesty's zeal to justice, and to be most re- 
nowned therefore, we .have, according to our oaths and duties, 
(at the day openly prefixed the last term,) proceeded, and thereof 
certified your Majesty; and shall ever pray to the Almighty 
for your Majesty in all honour, health and happiness long to 
•reign over: us. 

Your M.s most humble and faithful 

subjects and servants, 
Edw. Coke, Henry Hobart, Law. Tanfield, P. 
Warberton, Geo. Snigge, Ja. Altham, Ed. 
Bromley, Jo. Croke, Hump. Winche, Jo. Dod- 
dridge, Augustine Nicolls, Rob. Houghton. 
Serjeant*8-Inn, 
27 April. 
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His Majesty having considered of this letter, by his princely 
letters returned answer, reporting himself to their own know- 
ledge and experience, what princely care he had ever had since 
his coming to the crown, to have justice duly administered to 
his subjects with all possible expedition; and how far he was 
from crossing or delaying of justice, where the interest of any 
private party was questioned : but on the other side expressing 
himself, that where the case concerned the high powers and pre- 
rogatives of his crown, he would not endure to have them 
wounded through the sides of a private person: admonishing 
them also of a custom lately entertained, of a greater boldness 
to dispute the )iigh points of his Majesty^s prerogative in a po- 
pular and unlawful liberty of argument, more than in former 
times : and making them perceive also how weak and imperti- 
nent the pretence or allegation of their oath was in a case of this 
nature, and how well it might have been spared; with many 
other weighty points in the said letter contained : which letter 
also by his Majesty's commandment was publicly read, and fol- 
loweth in haec verba. 

James R., 

Trusty and well-beloved councillor, and trusty and well- 
beloved, we greet you well. We perceive by your letter, that 
you conceive the commandment given you by our Attorney- 
general in our name to have proceeded upon wrong informa- 
tion : But if ye list to remember what princely care we have 
ever had, since our coming to this crown, to see justice ad- 
ministered to our subjects with all possible expedition, and 
how far we have ever been from urging the delay thereof in 
any sort, ye may easily persuade yourselves that it was no 
small reason that moved us to send you that direction. Ye 
might very well have spared your labour in informing us of 
the nature of your oath. For although we never studied the 
common law of England, yet are we not ignorant of any points 
which belong to a King to know : We are therefore to inform 
you hereby, that we are far from crossing or delaying any 
thing which may belong to the interest of any private parties 
in this case ; But we cannot be contented to suffer the prero- 
gative royal of our crown to be wounded through the sides of 
a private person : We have no care at all which of the parties 
shall win his process in this case, so that right prevail, and 
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that justice be truly administered ; but on the other part^ we 
have reason to foresee that nothing be done in this case which 
may wound our prerogative in general. And therefore so that 
we may be sure that nothing shall be debated amongst yon 
which may concern our general power of giving Commendams, 
we desire not the parties to have an hour's delay of justice : 
But that our prerogative should not be wounded in that re- 
gard for all times hereafter, upon pretext of a private party's 
interest, we sent you that direction ; which we account to be 
wounded as well if it be publicly disputed upon, as if any sen- 
tence were given against it: We are therefore t6 admonish you, 
that since the prerogative of our crown hath been more boldly 
dealt withal in Westminster-Hall during the time of our reign, 
than ever it was before in the reigns of divers princes imme- 
diately preceding us, that we will no longer endure that po- 
pular and unlawful liberty; and therefore were we justly moved 
to send you that direction to forbear to meddle in a case of 
so tender a nature, till we had further thought upon it. We 
have cause indeed to rejoice of your zeal for the speedy execu- 
tion of justice. But we would be glad that all our good sub- 
jects might so find the fruits thereof, as that no pleas before 
you were of older dates than this is. But as to your argument 
which you found upon your oath, you give our predecessors 
who first founded that oath a very uncharitable meeting, in per- 
verting their intention and zeal to justice, to make a weapon 
of it to use against their successors. For although your oath 
be, that you shall not delay justice betwixt any private parties, 
yet was it not meant that the King should thereby receive 
harm, before be be forewarned thereof: neither can ye deny, 
but that every term ye will out of your own discretions, for 
reasons known unto you, put off either the hearing or deter- 
mining of an ordinary cause betwixt private persons till the 
next term following. Our pleasure therefore is, who are the 
head and fountain of justice under God in our dominions, and 
we out of our absolute power and authority royal do command 
you, that you forbear to meddle any further in this plea till 
our coming to town, and that out of our own mouth yon may 
hear our pleasure in this business ; which we do out of the care 
we have that our prerogative may not receive an unwitting 
and indirect blow, and not to hinder justice to be administered 
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to any private parties, which no importunity shall persuade us 
to move you in, like as only for avoiding tlie unreasonable 
importunity of suitors in their own particular, that oath was 
by our predecessors ordained to be ministered unto you. So we 
heartily wish you well to fare. 

Postscript. You shall upon receipt of this letter call our 
Attorney-general unto you, who will inform you of the parti- 
cular points which we are unwilling shall be publicly disputed 
in this case. 

This letter being read, his Majesty resorted to take into his 
consideration the parts of the Judges^ letter and other their pro- 
ceedings in that cause, and the errors therein committed and 
contained ; which errors his Majesty did set forth to be both in 
matter and manner. In matter, as well by way of omission as 
commission ; for omission, that it was a fault in the Judges, that 
when they heard a counsellor at the bar presume to argue against 
his Majesty's prerogative, (which in this case was in effect his 
supremacy,) they did not interrupt and reprove sharply that 
loose and bold course of disaffirming or impeaching things of so 
high a nature by discourse; especially since his Majesty had 
observed that ever since his coming to the crown, the popular 
sort of lawyers have been the men that most affrontedly in all 
Parliaments have trodden upon his prerogative: which being 
most contrary to their vocation of any men, since the law nor 
lawyers can never be respected if the King be not reverenced, 
it therefore best became.the Judges of any, to check and bridle 
such impudent lawyers, and in their several benches to disgrace 
them that bear so little respect to their King's authority and 
prerogative : that his Majesty had a double prerogative, whereof 
the one was ordinary and had relation to his private interest, 
which might be, and was every day, disputed in Westminster- 
Hall j the other was of an higher nature, referring to his supreme 
and imperial power and sovereignty, which ought not to be dis- 
puted or handled in vulgar argument : but that of late the courts 
of common law were grown so vast and transcendent, as they did 
both meddle with the King's prerogative, and had incroached upon 
all other courts of justice; as the High Commission, the Coun- 
cils established in Wales and at York, the Court of Requests. 

Concerning that which might be termed commission, his Ma- 
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jcsty took exception at the Judges* letter both in matter and 
form : for matter, his Majesty did plainly demonstrate, that 
Mhereas it i?as contained in the Judges' letter, that the significa- 
tion of his Majesty's pleasure as aforesaid was contrary to law, 
and not agreeable to the oath of a Judge ; that could not be : 
first, for that the putting ofi* hearing or proceeding upon a just 
and necessary cause, is no denying or delay of justice, but a 
wisdom and maturity of proceeding : and that there cannot be a 
more just and necessary cause of stay, than the consulting with 
the King, where the cause concerns the crown; and that the 
Judges did daily put off* causes upon lighter occasions : and like- 
wise his Majesty did desire to know of the Judges, how his call- 
ing them to consult with him was contrary to law, which they 
could never answer unto. 

Secondly, That it was no bare supposition or surmise, that 
this case concerned the King's prerogative; for that it had been 
directly and plainly disputed at the bar ; and the very disputing 
thereof in a public audience is both dangerous and dishonourable 
to his Majesty. 

Thirdly, That the manner of putting off which the King re- 
quired, was not infinite nor for long time, but grounded upon 
his Majesty's weighty occasions, which were notorious; by rea- 
son whereof he could not speak with the Judges before the argu- 
ment ; and that there was a certain expectation of his Majesty's 
return at Whitsuntide: and likewise that the case had been so 
lately argued, and could not receive judgment till Easter term 
next, as the Judges themselves afterwards confessed. 

And lastly, because there was another just cause of absence 
for the two Chief Justices ; for that they ought to have assisted 
the Lord Chancellor the same day in a great cause of the King's 
followed by the Lord Hunsdon against the Lord William How- 
ard in Chancery ; which cause of the King's, (specially being so 
weighty,) ought to have had precedence before any cause betwixt 
party and party. 

Also whereas it was contained in the Judges' letter that the 
case of Commendams was but a case of private interest between 
party and party, his Majesty shewed plainly the contrary ; not 
only by the argument of Serjeant Chibborne, which was before his 
commandment, but by the argument of the Judges themselves 
(namely Justice NicoUs) which was after; but specially since 
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one of the parties is a Bishop who pleads for the Commendam 
only by the virtue of his Majesty's prerogative. 

Also^ whereas it was contained in the Judges' letter^ that the 
parties called upon them earnestly for justice, his Majesty con- 
ceived it to be but pretence ; urging them to prove that there 
was any solicitation by the parties for expedition, otherwise than 
in an ordinary course of attendance ; which they could never 
prove. 

As for the form of the letter, his Majesty noted that it was a 
new thing, and very undecent and unfit, for subjects to disobey 
the King's commandment, but most of all to proceed in the 
meantime, and to return to him a bare certificate ; whereas they 
ought to have concluded with the laying down and representing 
of their reasons modestly unto his Majesty, why they should pro- 
ceed; and so to have submitted the same to his princely judg- 
ment, expecting to know from him whether they had given him 
satisfaction. 

After this his Majesty's declaration, all the Judges fell down 
upon their knees, and acknowledged their error for matter of 
form, humbly xraving his Majesty's gracious favour and pardon 
for the same. 

But for the matter of the letter, the Lord Chief Justice of the 
King's Bench entered into a defence thereof; the effect whereof 
was, That the stay required by his Majesty was a delay of jus- 
tice, and therefore contrary to law and the Judges' oath ; and 
that the Judges knew well amongst themselves, that the case (as 
they meant to handle it) did not concern his Majesty's preroga- 
tive of grant of Ck>mmendams : and that if the >day had not held 
by the not coming of the Judges, the suit had been discon- 
tinued, which had been a failing in justice, and that they could 
not adjourn it, because Mr. Attorney's letter mentioned no day 
certain, and that an adjournment must always be to a day cer- 
tain. 

Unto which answer of the Chief Justice his Majesty did reply, 
that for the last conceit, it was mere sophistry, for that they 
mought in their discretions have prefixed a convenient day, such 
as there mought have been time for them to consult with his Ma- 
jesty before the same, and that his Majesty left that point of 
form to themselves. 

And for that other point, that they should take upon them 
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peremptorily to discern whetlier the case concerned the King's 
prerogative, without consulting with his Majesty first, and in- 
forming his princely judgment, was a thing preposterous ; for 
that they ought first to have made that appear to his Majesty, 
and so to have given him assurance thereof upon consultation with 
him. 

And for the main matter, that it should be against the law and 
against their oath, his Majesty said he had said enough before ; 
unto which the Lord Chief Justice in effect had made no an- 
swer, but only insisted upon the former opinion ; and therefore 
the King required the Lord Chancellor to deliver his opinion 
upon that point. Whether the stay that had been required by his 
Majesty were contrary to law, or against the Judges' oath. 

The Lord Chancellor stood up and moved his Majesty, that 
because this question had relation to matter of law his Majesty 
would be informed by his learned counsel first, and they first to 
deliver their opinions ; which his Majesty commanded them to do. 

Thereupon his Majesty's Attorney-general gave his opinion, 
that the putting off of the day in manner as was required by his 
Majesty (to his understanding) was without all scruple no delay 
of justice, nor danger of the Judges' oath; insisting upon some 
of the reasons which his Majesty had formerly opened, and add- 
ing that the letter he had written ip his Majesty's name was no 
imperious letter; as to say that his Majesty for certain causes, 
or for causes known to himself, would have them put off the day : 
but plainly and fairly expressed the causes unto them ; for that 
the King conceived upon my Lord of Winchester's report that 
the case concerned him ; and that his Majesty would willingly 
have spoken with them before, but by reason of his important 
business could not; and therefore required a stay till they might 
conveniently speak with him,, which they knew could not be long. 
And in the conclusion of his speech wished the Judges seriously 
to consider with themselves, whether they were not in greater 
danger of breach of their oath by their proceeding than they 
could have been by their stay ; for that it is part of their oath to 
counsel his Majesty when they are called ; and if they will pro- 
ceed first in a business whereupon they are called to counsel, and 
will counsel him when the matter is past, it is more than a 
simple refusal to give him counsel ; and so concluded his speech ; 
and the rest of the learned counsel consented to his opinion. 
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Whereupon the Lord Chief Justice of the King's Bench, an- 
swering nothing to the matter, took exceptions that the King's 
counsel learned should plead or dispute with the Judges ; for he 
said they were to plead before the Judges, and not to dispute with 
them. Whereunto the King's Attorney replied, that he found 
that exception strange; for that the King's learned counsel 
were by oath and office (and much more where they had the 
King's express commandment) without fear of any man's face to 
proceed or declare against any the greatest peer or subject of the 
kingdom ; and not only any subject in particular, but any body 
of subjects or persons, were they Judges, or were they an 
upper or a lower house of Parliament, in case that they exceed 
the limits of their authority, or take anything from his Majesty's 
royal power or prerogative ; And so concluded, that this chal- 
lenge, and that in his Majesty's presence, was a wrong to their 
places, for which he and his fellows did appeal to his Majesty for 
reparation. And thereupon his Majesty did affirm, that it was 
their duty so to do, and that he would maintain them therein, 
and took occasion afterward again to speak of it ; for when the 
Lord Chief Justice said he would not dispute with his Majesty, 
the King replied, That the Judges would not dispute with him, 
nor his learned counsel might not dispute with them ; so whether 
they did well or ill it must not be disputed. 

After this the Lord Chancellor delivered his opinion clearly 
and plainly, that the stay that had been by his Majesty required 
was not against law, or any breach of a Judge's oath, and re- 
quired that the oath itself might be read out of the statute ; which 
was done by the King's Solicitor^ and all the words thereof 
weighed and considered. 

Thereupon his Majesty and the Lords thought good to ask 
the Judges severally their opinion ; the question being put in 
this manner : Whether, if at any time, in a case depending be- 
fore the Judges, which his Majesty conceived to concern him 
either in power or profit, and thereupon required to consult with 
them, and that they should stay proceedings in the meantime, they 
ought not to stay accordingly ? They all (the Lord Chief Jus- 
tice only except) yielded that they would, and acknowledged it 
to be their duty so to do ; only the Lord Chief Justice of the 
King's Bench said for answer, that when that case should be, he 
would do that should bo fit for a Judge to do. And the Lord 
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Chief Justice of the Common Pleas (who had assented with the 
rest) added that he would ever trust the justness of his Majesty's 
commandment. 

After this was put to a point, his Majesty thought fit, in re- 
spect of the further day of ai^ument, appointed the Saturday 
following, for the Commendams, to know from bis Judges what 
he might expect from them concerning the same. Whereupon 
the Lord of Canterbury breaking the case into some questions, 
his Majesty did require his Judges to deal plainly with him, 
whether they meant in their argument to touch the general 
power of granting Commendams, yea or no. Whereupon all 
his said Judges did promise and assure his Majesty, that in the 
argument of the said case of Commendams, they would speak no- 
thing which should weaken or draw into doubt his Majesty's pre- 
rogative for the granting of them ; but intended particularly to in- 
sist upon the point of the lapse and other individual points of this 
case, which they conceive to be of a form differing from all other 
Commendams which have been practised. 

The Judges also went further, and did promise his Majesty, 
that they would not only abstain from speaking anything to 
weaken his Majesty's prerogative of Commendams, but would 
directly and in plain terms aflSrm the same, and correct the erro- 
neous and bold speeches which had been used at the bar in de- 
rogation thereof. 

Also all the Judges did in general acknowledge and profess with 
great forwardness, that it was their duty, if any counsellor at the 
bar presumed at any time to call in question his Majesty's high 
prerogatives and regalities, that they ought to reprehend them 
and silence them ; and all promised so to do hereafter. 

Lastly, the two Judges which were then next to argue, Mr. 
Justice Doddridge and Mr. Justice Wiuch, opened themselves 
unto his Majesty thus far; that they would insist chiefly upon 
the lapse, and some points of incertainty, repugnancy, and absur- 
dity, being peculiar to thisCommendam; and that they would shew 
their dislike of that which had been said at the bar for the weaken- 
ing of the general power ; and Mr. Justice Doddridge said that he 
would conclude for the King, that the church was void and in his 
Majesty's gift ; he also said that the King might give a Commen- 
dam to a Bishop either before or after consecration, and that he 
Height give it him during his life, or for a certain number of years. 
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The Judges having thus far submitted and declared themselves, 
his Majesty admonished them to keep the bounds and limits of 
their several courts^ and not to suffer his prerogative to be wounded 
by rash and unadvised pleading before them^ or by new inventions 
of law ; for as he well knew that the true and ancient common law 
is the most favourable for kings of any law in the world ; so he ad- 
vised them to apply themselves to the study and practice of that 
ancient and best law^ and not to extend the power of any of their 
courts beyond their due limits; following the precedent of the 
best ancient Judges in the times of best government ; and then 
they might assure themselves that he, for his part, in the protec- 
tion of them and expediting of justice^ would walk in the steps 
of the ancient and best kings : and thereupon gave them leave 
to proceed in their argument. 

When the Judges were removed, his Majesty, that had for- 
borne to ask the votes and opinions of his Council before the 
Judges, because he would not prejudicate the freedom of the 
Judges* opinions, concerning the point. Whether the stay of pro- 
ceedings that had been by his Majesty required could by any 
construction be thought to be within the compass of the Judges' 
oath which they had heard read unto them, did then put the 
question to his Council; who all with one consent did give 
opinion, that it was far from any colour or shadow of such inter- 
pretation, and tliat it was against common sense to think the 
contrary, especially since there is no mention made in their oath 
of the delay of justice, but only that they shall not deny justice, 
nor be moved by any of the King's letters to do anything con- 
trary to law or justice. 

G.Cant. Tho. Ellesmbre, Cane. T. Suffolk. 
E. Worcester. Lenox. Nottingham. Pem- 
broke. W. Knollys. John Dig by. Ralph 
WiNwooD. Tho. Lake. Fulkb Grevillb. 
Jul. CiBSAR. Fra. Bacon. 

I have never been able to sympathize with the rest of Posterity 
either in its admiration of Coke's behaviour on this occasion, or in 
its reprobation of that of the other Judges. Coke's famous reply has 
the advantage of being short, magniloquent, and intelligible without 
any context; and therefore convenient for quotation; and being 
quoted without reference to the actual context, it sounds just as well 

VOL. V. 2 b 
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as magnanimous. But let any one look at it as it stands in the nar- 
rative ; let him consider the question to which it pretends to be an 
answer ; and he will see that it is in fact a mere refusal to answer, — 
and that upon no reasonable ground. The question asked had nothing 
to do with the state of any particular case, but related to a general 
rule of proceeding applicable to all cases alike. In any case, when 
the Judges were oflBciallj informed that the rights of the Crown were 
interested in it and that the King desired to speak with them, was 
it or was it not their duty to stay proceedings till they had heard 
what he had to say ? The question was asked then because it was 
important to know beforehand how they meant to act in such cases 
thereafter. If Coke thought it was not his duty, he ought to bave 
answered no. If upon better consideration he thought it was, he 
should have answered yes, and promised to act accordingly. But 
upon what pretence could he postpone his answer till '*the ease 
should be " P He was not asked to give an opinion beforehand upon 
the merits of any case, nor could a direct answer to the question put 
imply by possibility any such opinion. The whole of the case con- 
cerning which his opinion was asked was already before him. He 
had already, in the very letter which was under consideration, given 
an opinion upon it. Whether that opinion was right or wrong, and 
whether he meant to act upon it another time, was the present 
question. What withheld him from answering ? 

I can hardly think that any one who has taken the trouble to read 
that letter will find any difficulty in believing that he felt he had 
been in the wrong. The extent of the royal prerogative was a que^ 
tion of law, determinable by statutes and precedents. The course 
taken on this occasion by the Judges under his influence was one of 
those encroachments upon the prerogative by which it has been 
gradually limited and reduced within narrower bounds. The change 
might promise to be beneficial : but it was a change. As the law 
then stood, the precedents were against them, and therefore they 
were in the wrong. Eleven of them (who had probably formed no 
opinion of their own upon the question, but merely followed his), now 
saw that they had been in the wrong, and very properly submitted. 
Coke also felt that he had been wrong, hue not being able to bring 
himself to own it, — a thing which he never found easy, — he took 
refuge in that magniloquent evasion : the whole proceeding from first 
to last being very characteristic of him, and in my opinion not at all 
sublime. 

The question, however, was not the less practically settled : the 
King succeeded in holding his consultation, and the cause was allowed 
to proceed on the day appointed. 
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Tbe Frtmiiunire^ it will be seen, was not touched upon on this 
occasion. Only two days before, the Archbishop of Canterbury 
with some other of the Council had been directed to inquire into the 
history of that proceeding and ascertain who were the authors of it,i 
— for the rumour was that it had been invented and advised by Coke 
himself,— and the further dealing with the question waited for their 
report. 



A case occurred at this time which shows that Bacon, though ho 
never advised the reopening of the Church controversies which had 
been settled in the Hampton Court conference, continued to be as 
much as ever in favour of the healing policy which he had then so 
earnestly advocated. Dr. Burgess was a famous preacher, who 
having fallen under ecclesiastical censure— for what particular non- 
conformity we are not told — ^and been forbidden to preach, had be- 
taken himself to the practice of medicine. While attending Lucy, 
Countess of Bedford, the Queen's great favourite and companion, in 
a serious illness, he had taken the opportunity to minister to her 
mind ; and that with so good effect, that when she reappeared in 
Court after her recovery she wore her own face, — which, they say, 
made her look " somewhat strange.'* May erne, the Court physician, 
was so struck with his skill as a soul-curer, — what he thought of 
him as a body-curer tradition does not say, — ^that, thinking to do 
him a good turn, he "commended him to the King" for his per- 
formance, forgetting that the spiritual influence of a Puritan who 
had been for some offence against orthodoxy forbidden to preach was 
the last thing the King wanted to hear of, and that the sick-room 
might be as dangerous as the pulpit. It was an unlucky commenda- 
tion. The King "was so moved" (says Chamberlain) "that he 
should dogmatize (as he called it) in his Court, that he commanded 
the Archbishop to look to it ; who, sending for him, used him some- 
what roughly, and enjoined him not to practice within ten miles of 
London."* Upon this it seems that he removed to Isleworth. But 
Lady Bedford did not lose her interest in him, and he had other 
friends in influential positions. Among the rest. Lady Winwood, 
wife of Sir Ralph who was presently to be Secretary of State, was a 
devoted disciple ; so much so that six months later we find them 
taking a house in that part of the country at an extravagant rent, — 
being willing to " give the more for Dr. Burgess's neighbourhood."* 
In course of time his many friends and admirers seem to have suc- 

I Camden. 8 Jan., 1616. ^ Chamberlain to Carieton. 1 Ang. 1618. 

3 Id. 3 March, 1613-4. 
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ceeded in iDducing him to give way upon some of the points on 
which he had hitherto been unconformable, so far as to admit of bis 
being licensed to preach again, and Bacon now wished Yilliers to 
use his influence with the King in his behalf, — a sufficient proof that 
his policy with Puritanism was still a policy of conciliation. 

Of this letter we have two copi^, one preserved among Bacon's 
own papers at Lambeth, and dated the 12th of June, the other 
printed by Bobert Stephens from the original, which I have not seen, 
and dated the 13th. The Lambeth copy being all fairly written in 
Bacon's own hand, and having been folded and directed, was no doubt 
intended to go. But, wishing to make some additions or alterations 
in it, he withheld it and substituted the other. As it is a short 
letter, I give both versions entire. 

A LETTER TO SiR GbORGS ViLLIBRS, FOR THE RESTORING OF 

Dr. Buroess to preach. 12 Jun. 1616.^ 
Sir, 
I do think you may do yourself honour, and (that which is 
more) do a good work, if you will assist and perfect a motion be- 
gun (and that upon a good ground both of submission and con- 
formity) for the restoring of Doctor Burgess to preach. And I 
wish likewise that if Gray's-Inn should think good (after he is 
free from the state) to choose him for their preacher, his Majesty 
should not be against it : for certainly we shall watch him well 
if he should fly forth ; so as he cannot be placed in a more safe 
auditory. This may seem a trifle; but I do assure yoa I do 
scarce know a particular wherein you may open more honest 
mouths to speak honour of you than this. And I do extremely 
desire that there may be a full cry froip all sorts of people, spe- 
cially the best, to speak and to trumpet out your commenda- 
tion. I pray take it to heart, and do somewhat in it. I rest^ 
Your devoted and bounden servant, 

Fr. Bacon. 

12th of June 1616. 

To Sir George Villiers.* 
Sir, 
There is a particular wherein I think you may do yourself 
honour, which as I am informed hath been laboured by my Lady 

> Gibwn Papers, toI. viii. f. 85. All in Bacon's own hand : folded, sealed, and 
directed, but apparently not sent. 
^ Stephens's first ooUeotion, p. 167. From the original 
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of Bedford and put in good way by the Bishop of Bath and 
Wells,! concerning the restoring to preach of a famous preacher, 
one Doctor Burgess; who though he hath been silenced a great 
time, yet he hath now made such a submission touching his con- 
formity, as giveth satisfaction. It is much desired also by 
Gray's-Inn (if he shall be free from the State) to choose him for 
their preacher : and certainly it is safer to place him there than 
in another auditory, because he will be well watched, if he should 
any ways fly forth in his sermons beyond duty. This may seem 
a trifle ; but I do assure you, in opening this man's mouth to 
preach, you shall open very many mouths to speak honour of 
you ; and I confess I would have a full cry of puritans, of pa- 
pists, of all the world to speak well of you ; and besides I am 
persuaded (which is above all earthly glory) you shall do God 
good service in it. I pray deal with his Majesty in it. I rest 
Your devoted and bounden servant, 

Fr. Bacon. 
June 13, 1616. 

What was the immediate effect of Bacon's motion, we are not in- 
formed. But I find that in December 1616 Dr. Burgess was allowed 
to preach again ;* and in the following July we hear of him delivering 
a sermon at Paul's Cross.'* But I believe he never became preacher 
of Gray's Inn. 

5. 

Bacon's next employment, — though merely ministerial, and such 
as no other Attorney-General would have been held morally account- 
able for, — has been regarded in him as a serious betrayal of justice. It 
was the drawing of a pardon for the Countess of Somerset. This 
was of course an office which he could not have declined if he was to 
hold his place, for it was one of the regular duties of it. But 1 have 
no reason to think that it was unwelcome to him. What were his 
personal feelings with regard to sanguinary punishments, we have in- 
deed no means of knowing. His official duty had never required 
him to take part in them. In the prosecution of unconfessing offen- 
ders to conviction and sentence, he was active and firm : so much was 
required for the vindication of the law. In what cases and how far 
the sentence should be carried into effect, was another question, and 
one upon which he was never called upon either to decide or advise. 

* Dr. James Montague : concerning whom see Vol. IV. p. 40, note. 

' Carew Letters. ^ Chamberlain to Carleton, 6 July 1617. 
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Id this case bowe?6r it aeems to me most probable that be acquiesced 
without remoiistrance, outward or inward, in the known d^^rmina- 
tion of the King to use in Lady Somerset's favour the prerogative 
which bj law undoubtedly belonged to him. The right could not be 
disputed. Nor can it be truly said that justice was materially com- 
promised by the exercise of it in this instance. It is true that the 
Countess, having been the prime mover in the matter, may seem to 
have been of all the party least entitled to mercy ; and if justice re- 
quired that the measure of punishment should always be in propor- 
tion to the moral culpability, it would not be easy to justify a dis- 
tinction in her favour. Between the suborner and the suborned, in- 
deed, — between the person who procures a murder under the passion 
of hate or fear, and the person who undertakes and executes it in 
cold blood for hire, — a question might be fairly raised which is mo- 
rally the more culpable. But it is not a question which we need 
settle. The true principle of judicial punishment is not moral retri- 
bution, but self-defence : its proper and only legitimate object is to 
deter people from committing acts injurious to society. And if in 
the proceedings against the murderers of Overbury the object was to 
make it notorious that murder could not be committed with impu- 
nity by high or low, it cannot be denied that the lesson was effec- 
tually taught. The severity which was needed to enforce it fell 
heaviest upon those who came first ; who happened to be the meaner 
instruments in whom a sufficiently striking example could not be 
made by any punishment short of death on the gallows ; and the 
long interval which passed before the case against the greater per- 
sons could be ready for adjudication, -together with the immense dif- 
ference in their condition of life, made some alteration in the ques- 
tion. Ignominy, and the utter ruin of so splendid a fortune, —sudden 
precipitation from such a height to such a depth, — was itself an 
example sufficient to warn and deter: and it is quite conceivable 
that the public execution of a young and beautiful woman might 
have interfered with the effect of it, by turning indignation into pity. 
I have heard it said by a wise man who had had much experience of the 
working of penal enactments, that he had no faith in the efficacy of 
punishments "except where they express and exasperate the ge- 
neral indignation of society against the delinquents." We have it 
upon Camden's authority that when the Countess received her sen- 
tence the general feeling among the bystanders was pity ; and I do 
not find any evidence that the pardon was at the time unpopuW. 
Posterity simplifies these problems by forgetting half the conditions ; 
but even Posterity would perhaps have taken her part if the King 
bad been relentless. 
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To Sir Oboroe Villiers.^ 

Sir, 

I send you inclosed a warrant for my La. of Somerset's 
pardon^ reformed in that main and material point of inserting a 
clause (that she was not a principal^ but an accessary before the 
fact^ by the instigation of base persons). Her friends think long 
to have it dispatched, which I marvel not at, for that in matter 
of life moments are numbered. 

I do more and more take contentment in his Majesty's choice 
of Sir Oliver St. Johns, for his deputy of Ireland, finding upon 
divers conferences with him his great sufficiency ; and I hope 
the good intelligence which he purposeth to hold with me by ad- 
vertisements from time to time shall work a good effect for his 
Majesty's service. 

I am wonderful desirous to see that kingdom flourish, because 
it is the proper work and glory of his Majesty and his times. 
And his Majesty may be pleased to call to mind, that a good 
while since, when the great rent and divisions were in the Par- 
liament of Ireland, I was no unfortunate remembrancer to his 
Majesty's princely wisdom in that business. God ever keep you 
and prosper you. 

Your true and most devoted and bounden servant, 

Fr. Bacon. 

1 July, 1616. 

The warrant was accompanied with the following letter to the 
King, which I suppose was appended to it ; and which I take from 
the copy in the ' State Trials,' not having met with it elsewhere. 

May it please your excellent Majesty,* 

This Bill containeth your Majesty's gracious pardon unto the 
Lady Prances late Countess of Somerset, for being accessary be- 
fore the fact, of the death and impoisonment of Sir T. Overbury. 

It hath inserted, as motives to your Majesty's mercy, four re- 
spects : that is to say. The respect of her jEather, friends, and 
family. Her voluntary confession both when she was prisoner 
and at the Bar. The promise made publicly by the Lord High 
Steward, and the Peers, to intercede for your Majesty's mercy. 

' Fortescne Papers. Original : own hand. 
» From the * State Triala/ p. 1007. 
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And that the crime was not of a principal, but of an accessary 
before the fact^ by the instigation of base persons. 

The like pardon formerly passed your Majesty^s signature, and 
is now amended by yonr Majesty's special direction from your 
royal mouth, in two points : The one is. That imprisonment in 
the Tower or other confining at your Majesty^s pleasure is not 
pardoned. The other, that the solemn promise made at her ar- 
raignment by the Lord High Steward and the Peers to intercede 
to your Majesty for your mercy, is inserted. Francis Bacon. 



6. 

After the " great rent and divisions in the Parliament of Ireland,** 
concerning which see Vol. IV. p. 882, there had succeeded a very 
quiet time ; so quiet that History has forgotten most of the particu- 
lars. When they met again on the 11th of October 1614, the 
Speaker took the chair without opposition, inquiry into the disputed 
elections was not insisted on, the Government measures were readily 
passed, and the only thing which portended disagreement was a list 
of grievances, including one petition at least which the Government 
was not prepared to concede, — a petition that the recusant lawyers 
might again be permitted to practise. Nor was even this presented 
in a shape which threatened immediate embarrassment ; for the con- 
cession of it was not made a condition of proceeding with business ; 
aud when they met again, after a few months' prorogation had given 
them full time to consider and agree upon their course, they made 
no difficulty in passing a Subsidy Bill. We hear of no quarrel be- 
tween the Houses and the Deputy. Several bills had been passed, 
aud some others were desired ; and to give time for a reference of 
these to the English Council, the session was prorogued to the 2^th 
of October 1615. So far therefore, the great experiment of introduc- 
ing parliamentary government into Ireland seemed to be proceeding 
very happily. What followed is hard to understand. On the 22nd 
of August, orders were given for the dissolution, as soon as it met, 
of the Parliment which had been so conformable ; and on the 20th 
of November, Sir Arthur Chichester, who had used his authority so 
judiciously and successfully, was required to hand it over to the 
Chancellor and Sir John Denham.* 

From the tenor of the following letters, I incline to suspect that 
the cause of this was a difference of opinion between the Deputy 
and the Irish Council concerning the treatment of Eecusants. It is 

* Gardiner, vol. ii. p. 323. 
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evident from them that since Chichester^s recall, the two Lords Jus- 
tices who were left in authority pending the appointment of his suc- 
cessor had been pursuing or consenting in a policy towards re- 
cusant magistrates in towns, which Bacon thought dangerous, and 
which Chichester was not at all likely to have approved. It is pro- 
bable enough that his own policy had met with insuperable obstruc- 
tions at the Council-board, and that the differences had grown too 
great to allow of their working together any longer. 

Bacon's views on this matter were such as might have been anti- 
cipated from his former advices. He looked forward with confidence 
to the time when Protestantism would overgrow Popery in Ireland 
by a natural process of development ; but until that time came he 
was against all attempts to eradicate or banish it by authority. And 
I think, if he had had the experience of the next two centuries to 
correct his judgment by, and had known how little way Protestant- 
ism was to make during those two centuries with the mass of the 
Irish people, he T^ould have been content to let Popery flourish un- 
molested, as in a soil of which it was the natural growth. 

To Sir Oeoroe VilliersJ 

Sir, 
I think I cannot do better service towards the good estate 
of the kingdom of Ireland than to procure the King to be well 
served in the eminent places of Law and Justice ; I shall there- 
fore name unto you for the Attorney's place there, or for the 
Solicitor's place, if the now Solicitor shall go up, a gentleman of 
mine own breeding and framing, Mr. Edward Wrytington, of 
Gray's-Inn ; he is born to eight hundred pound a year ; he 
is the eldest son of a most severe justicer amongst the recusants 
of Lancashire, and a man most able for law and speech, and by 
me trained in the King's causes. My Lord Deputy by my 
description is much in love with the man. I hear my Lord of 
Canterbury, and Sir Thomas Laque, should name one* Sir John 
Bear, and some other mean men. This man I commend upon 
my credit for the good of his Majesty's service. God ever 
preserve and prosper you. I rest 

Your most devoted 

and most bounden servant, 

Fr. Bacon. 

2of July, I6I6. 

^ Fortescue papers. Original : own hand. 
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To Sib Oeorgb Villiers.^ 

Sir, 

Because I am uncertain whether his Majesty will put to a 
point some resolutions touching Ireland, now at Windsor; I 
thought it my duty to attend his Migesty by my letter, (and 
thereby to supply my absence,) for the renewing of some former 
commissions for Ireland, and the framing of a new commission 
for the Wards and the Alienations, which appertain properly to 
me as his Majesty's Attorney, and have been accordingly referred 
by my Lords. I will undertake that they are prepared with a 
greater care, and better application to his Majesty's service in 
that kingdom, than heretofore they have been ; and therefore of 
that I say no more.* And for the instructions of the new De- 
puty, they have been set down by the two Secretaries, and read 
to the board ; and being things of an ordinary 'nature, I do not 
see but they may pass. 

But there have been three propositions and counsels which 
have been stirred, which seem to me of very great importance ; 
wherein I think myself bound to deliver to his Majesty my advice 
and opinion, if they should now come in question. 

The first is, touching the Recusant Magistrates of the towns of 
Ireland, and the communalties themselves, their electors, what 
shall be done. Which consultation ariseth from the late adver- 
tisements of the two Lords Justices upon the instance of the two 
towns of Limerick and Kilkenny ; in which advertisement they 
represent the danger only, without giving any light for the 
remedy, rather warily for themselves, than agreeably to their 
duties and place. 

In this point, I humbly pray his Majesty to remember, that 
the refusal is not of the Oath of Allegiance (which is not en- 
acted in Ireland), but of the Oath of Supremacy, which cutteth 
deeper*^ into matter of conscience. Also, that his Majesty wiU, 
out of the depth of his excellent wisdom and providence, think, 
and as it were calculate with himself, whether time will make 
more for the cause of religion in Ireland, and be still more and 
more propitious ; or whether deferring remedies will not make 

^ Stephen's first collection, p. 169. Second collection, p. 6. From the original. 
' The eflPect was (as we shall see in a future letter, 27 July, 1618) an increase of 
the year's profit from 21001, to 4000^. ^'j)eep : K. 
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the case more difficult. For if time give his Majesty the advan- 
tage, what needeth precipitation to extreme remedies ? But if 
time will make the case more desperate, then his Majesty cannot 
begin too soon. Now in my opinion, time will open and facilitate 
things for reformation of religion there, and not shut up or block^ 
the same. For, first, the plantations going on, and being prin- 
cipally of Protestants, cannot hut mate the other party in time ; 
Also his Majesty^s care in placing good Bishops and divines ; 
in amplifying the College there ; and in looking to the education 
of Wards and the like ; as they are the most natural means, so 
are they like to be the most effectual and happy, for the weeding 
out of popery, without using the temporal sword; So as, I 
think, I may truly conclude, that the ripeness of time is not yet 
come. 

^rherefore my advice in all humbleness is, that this hazardous 
course of proceeding, to tender the Oath to the Magistrates of 
towns, proceed not, but die by degrees. And yet, to preserve 
the authority and reputation of the former Council, I would have 
somewhat done ; which is, that there be a proceeding to seizure 
of Liberties; but not by any act of power, but by Quo warranto, 
or Scire facias ; which is a legal course ; and will be the work 
of three or four terms ; by which time the matter will somewhat 
cool. 

But I would not (in no case^) that the proceeding should be 
with both the towns^ which stand now in contempt, but with one 
of them only ; choosing that which shall be thought most fit. 
For if his Majesty proceed with both, then all the towns that are 
in the like case will think it a common cause ; and that it is but 
their case to-day, and their own to-morrow. But if his Majesty 
proceed but with one, the apprehension and terror will not be so 
strong ; for they will think it may be their case as well to be 
spared as prosecuted ; and this is the best advice that I can give 
to his Majesty in this strait ; and of this opinion seemed my 
Lord Chancellor to be. 

The second proposition is this : It may be his Majesty will be 
moved to reduce the number of his Council of Ireland, which is 
now almost fifty, to twenty, or the like number; in respect the 
greatness of the number doth both embase the authority of the 
Council, and divulge the business. Nevertheless, I do hold this 

^ Loch out : R. ^ An^ : R. ' Both towns : R. 
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proposition to be rather specious and solemn, than needful at 
this time ; for certainly it \i ill fill the state full of discontentment ; 
\ihich in a grooving and unsettled estate ought not to be. 

This I could wish ; that his Majesty would appoint a select 
number of councillors there^ which might deal in the improve* 
ment of his revenue (being a thing not fit to pass through too 
many hands) ^ and that the said selected number should have days 
of sitting by themselves ; at which the rest of the Council should 
not be present; which being once settled^ then other principal 
business of state may be handled at those sittings ; and so the 
rest begin to be disused, and yet retain their countenance, with- 
out murmur or disgrace. 

The third proposition, as it is wound up^, seemeth to be pretty, 
if it can keep promise ; for it is this, That a means may be found 
to reinforce his Majesty's army there by five hundred or a thou- 
sand men ; and that without any penny increase of charge. And 
the means should be, that there should be a commandment of a 
local removing, and transferring some companies from one pro- 
vince to another ; whereupon it is supposed, that many that are 
planted in house and lands, will rather leese their entertainment 
than remove ; and thereby new men may have their pay, and 
yet the old be mingled in the country for the strength thereof. 

In this proposition two things may be feared; the one, dis- 
content of those that shall be put off; the other, that the com- 
panies shall be stuffed with Tyrones, instead of Veterani. I 
wish therefore that this proposition be well debated ere it be 
admitted. Thus having performed that which duty binds me to^ 
I commend you to God's best preservation. 

Your most devoted and bounden servant, 

Fr. Bacon. 
Gorhambury, July 5, 1616. 



7. 

The report of the Archbishop and other councillors who had been 
appointed to inquire into the history of the indictments preferred 
against the Chancery in the King's Bench, does not appear to have 
been preserved. Either it failed to bring the authorship home to 
Coke, or it was reserved for the private account which had to be 

' Moved : B. 
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settled with him, and not allowed to mix itself with the question of 
state, which was to be dealt with upon its own merits. 

To set that question at rest, and at the same time to remove some 
popular misapprehensions as to his own views and policy, the ting 
went in person to the Star Chamber on the last meeting before the 
summer circuits, and made a public declaration concerning the 
several obligations of himself, his Judges, and his subjects in general : 
— ^a declaration with which everybody who wishes to form a judg- 
ment of his actions ought to make himself acquainted ; for it exhibits 
Lis own idea, whether right or wrong, of the duty which belonged to 
his place. 

This step was taken by Bacon's advice,* and I fancy that I see 
traces here and there in the King's speech of the memorial by which 
the advice was probably accompanied ; but if there ever was such a 
thing, it has not survived ; and though the King was quick in taking 
suggestions from other minds, he assimilated them as quickly, and so 
converted them into his own that any attempt to separate the elements 
would be hopeless. 

He had come, he said, to renew the oath which he took at his 
coronation ; when he swore to do justice, — that is, to give every man 
his own ; and to maintain the law, — namely " the common law of the 
land, according to which the King governs, and by which the people 
are governed." He had hitherto, " as far as human frailty might 
permit him or his knowledge inform him," kept that oath ; and it 
was still his intention to maintain all the points of it ; " especially in 
laws, and of laws especially the common law" . . . "and as to main- 
tain it, so to purge it, for else it cannot be maintained ; and especially 
to purge it of two corruptions, Incertainty and Novelty." To remove 
uncertainties inherent in the law, the remedy must be by Parliament 
with the advice of the Judges ; to prevent the introduction of novel- 
ties by the Judges themselves, they were to remember that they were 
not makers of law, but only interpreters ; that their " interpreta- 
tions must always be subject to common sense and reason ;" and that 
their opinions should be given, not singly, but upon conference and 
with deliberation. 

This brings him to the questions then in dispute ; and as it is im- 
portant to understand his position as he understood it himself, I will 
give that part of the declaration without abridgment. 

^ " Amongst the counsels which (since the time I had the honour to be first of 
your learned and after of your privy council) I have given your M. ... I do take 
comfort in none more than that I was the first that advised you to come in person 
into the Star-chamber." See an undnted letter to the K. (probably written 1 Jan., 
1619-^20), vol. vL p. 249 of the ten volume edition of Bacon's works. 
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" Now hafing spoken of your office m f^^neral, I am next to oome to the 
limits wherein yoa are to bound yoorselTes, which likewise are three. 
First, encroach not upon the Prerogative of the Crown : K there f3dl out 
a question that concerns my Prerogative or mystery of state, deal not 
with it till you consult with the King or his Council or both : for they are 
transcendent matters, and must not be sliberely carried with OTerrash 
wilfulness ; for so you may wound the King through the sides of a private 
person : And this I commend unto your special care, as some of you of 
late have done very well, to blunt the sharp edge and vun popular humour 
of some lawyers at the Bar, that think they are not eloquent and bold- 
spirited enough, except they meddle with the King's {nrerogative : But do 
not you suffer this ; for certainly if this liberty be suffered, the Kind's 
Prerogative, the Crown, and I« shall be as much wounded by their plead- 
ing, as if you resolved what they disputed. That which concerns the 
mystery of the King's power is not lawful to be disputed : for that is to 
wade into the weakness of Princes, and to take away the mystical reverence 
that belongs unto them that sit in the Throne of God. 

** Secondly, that you keep yourselves within your own benches, not to 
invade other jurisdictions, which is unfit and an unlawful thing. In this 
I must enlarge myself. 

** Besides the Courts of Common Law there is the Court of Eequestn, 
the Admiralty Court, the Court ^f the President and Council of Wales, the 
President and Council of the North, High Commission Courts, eveij Bishop 
in his own Court. These Courts ought to keep their own limits and bounds 
of their commission and instructions, according to the ancient precedents : 
And like as I declare that my pleasure is that every of these shall keep 
their own limits and bounds, so the Courts of Common Law are not to 
encroach upon them, no more than it is my pleasure that they should en- 
croach upon the Common Law. And this is a thing regal and proper to 
a King, to keep every Court within his own bounds. 
* •* In Westminster Hall there are four Courts ; two that handle causes 
civil, which are the Common Pleas and the Exchequer : two that deter- 
mine causes criminal, which are the King's Bench and the Starchamber 
where now I sit. . . . 

" Keep you therefore all in your own bounds, and for my part, I desire 
you to give me no more right in my private prerogative than you give to 
any subject ; and therein I will be acquiescent. 

" As for the absolute Prerogative of the Crown, that is no subject for 
the tongue of a lawyer, nor is lawful to be disputed. It is atheism and 
blasphemy to dispute what God can do : good Christians content themselves 
with his will revealed in his word : So it is presumption and high con- 
tempt in a subject to dispute what a King can do, or say that a King can- 
not do this or that ; but rest in that which is the King's will revealed in 
his law. 

" The King's Bench is the principal Court for criminal causes, and in 
some respects it deals with civil causes. 

*' Then there is a Chancery Court ; this is a Court of Equity, and hath 
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power to deal likewise in ciril causes. It is called the dispenser of the 
King's conscience, following always the intention of law and justice ; not 
altering the law, not making that black which other .Courts made white, 
nor e converse : But in this it exceeds the other Courts, mixing mercy 
with justice, where other Courts proceed only according to the strict rules 
of law : and where the rigour of the law in many cases will undo a subject, 
there the Chancery tempers the law with equity, and bo mixeth mercy 
with justice as it preserTes men from destruction. 

*< And thus (as before I told you) is the King's throne established by 
mercy and justice. 

" The Chancery is undependent of any other Court, and is only under 
the King : There it is written T^te meipso : from that Court there is no 
appeal. And as I am bound in my conscience to maintain erery Court's 
jurisdiction, so especially this, and not suffer it to sustain wrong ; yet so 
to maintain it as to keep it within the own limits, and free from corrup- 
tion. My Chancellor that now b, I found him Keeper of the Seal, the 
same place in substance, although I gare him the style of Chancellor, and 
God hath kept him in it till now : and I pray God he may hold it long, and 
so I hope he will. He will bear me witness I never gare him other war- 
rant than to go on in his Court according to precedents warranted by law 
in the time of the best gOTeming Kings, and most learned Chancellors. 
These were the limits I gave unto him. Beyond the same limits he hath 
promised me he will never go. 

" And as he hath promised me to take no other jurisdiction to himself, 
so is it my promise ever to maintain this jurisdiction in that Court. 
Therefore I speak this to vindicate that Court from misconceipt and con- 
tempt. 

" It is the duty of Judges to pimish those that seek to deprave the pro- 
ceedings of any the King's Courts, and not to encourage them anyway : 
And I must confess I thought it an odious and inept speech, and it grieved 
me very much, that it should be said in Westminster Hall that a Trcemu' 
nire lay against the Court of the Chancery and officers there : How can the 
King grant a Pramunire against himself P 

** It was a foolish, inept, and presumptuous attempt, and fitter for the 
time of some unworthy King. Understand me aright : I mean not the 
Chancery should exceed his limit ; but on the other part the King only is 
to correct it, and none else : And therefore I was greatly abused in that 
attempt. For if any was wronged there, the complaint should have come 
to me. None of you but will confess you have a King of reasonable 
understanding and willing to reform ; why then should you spare to com- 
plain to me, that being the highway, and not go the other way, and back- 
way, in contempt of our authority P 

** And therefore sitting here in a seat of judgment, I declare and com- 
mand that no man hereafter presume to sue a Pnemunire against the 
Chancery, which I may the more easily do, because no Pramunire can 
be sued but at my suit : and I may justly bar myself at mine own plea- 
sure." 
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** What greater misery can there be to the law than contempt of the 
law? and what readier way to contempt than when questions come, what 
shall be determined in this Court and what in that P Whereupon two 
evils do arise. The one, that men come not now to Courts of Justice to 
hear matters of right pleaded, and decrees given accordingly, but only out 
of a curiosity to hear questions of the jurisdiction of Courts disputed, and to 
see the event, what Court is likely to prevail above the other. And the 
other is that the pleas are turned from Court to Court in an endless cir- 
cular motion, as upon Ixion's wheel : And this was the reason why I 
found just fault with that multitude of Prohibitions : For when a poor 
minister had with long labour and great expense of charge and time 
gotten a sentence for his tithes, then comes a Prohibition and turns him 
round from Court to Court, . . . and this makes the fruit of suita like Tantalus' 
fruit, still near the suitor^s lips, but ean never come to taste it. And this 
indeed is a great delay of justice and makes causes endless. Therefore 
the only way to avoid this, is for you to keep your own bounds, and nou- 
rish not the people in contempt of other Courta, but teach them reverence 
to Courts in your public speeches, both in your benches and in your cir- 
cuits ; so shall you bring them to a reverence both of God and the King.*'' 

The justice of these practical injunctions — and there are many more 
equally good, though not bearing so directly upon the present ques- 
tion — will hardly be disputed. If they are less wanted now than 
they were then, it is only because they are now more generally un- 
derstood and accepted. And though the doctrine which makes the 
King answerable to God alone, and the Judges to the King — 

He to Gk>d only, they to Qod and him — 

must now be condemned as heretical, it is only fair to remember that 
this was not because the doctrine was unconstitutional then, but be- 
cause the constitution has been changed since. James did but hold 
as a living fact with all its logical consequences what the law still 
maintains as a fiction — that the King can do no wrong : a maxim 
which has its roots so deep in the constitution, that to this day we 
have not been able to get rid of it in theory, though by contriving 
that the King shall not be able to do anything without the concur- 
rence of somebody who can do wrong, we have found a way to escape 
from its practical consequences. But that solution of the difficulty 
was not possible for the father of Charles I. ; and if in the year 1616 
Coke had been asked by whom and by what legal process the King 
could be called to account for his actions, he would not have been 
able to answer.* 

The point, however, was not material on this occasion. Though 

» Works of James I., p. 566-660. 

' See * Institutes,* part ir. chap. Ixxir., near the end. 
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James would have thought that he was betrajiug the post which he 
was divinely appointed to defend if he had admitted the royal prero- 
gative to be a fit subject of dispute in Court, that was not the ques- 
tion at issue in either of the cases with which he was now dealing. 
To say that the King's prerogative could never be lawfully called in 
question was one thing : to say that questions in which the King's 
prerogative was concerned were not to be determined without hear- 
ing what the King had to say (and that was all he contended for in 
the Commendam case) was another. Nor was the right of the 
Chancery to give relief after judgment at common law (which was 
all that he maintained in the Frsemunire case) dependent upon the 
doctrine that the Chancery was accountable to the King alone. If 
the right existed at all, it was still a right, whether the Kiug were 
judge or the King's Bench. 

Of these two questions, the first had been settled for the time by 
the late proceeding in Council, the decision of which was by the 
present declaration reinforced and proclaimed. But the second had 
still to be disposed of. The King's personal condemnation of the 
action as presumptuous, with a peremptory prohibition of its re- 
newal, would not have been enough to satisfy the public that Coke 
had been at fault in law. It was necessary to put forth some formal 
manifesto with the reasons. Bacon, as we have seen, had proposed 
that this should be done by an act of Council, as in the Commendam 
case. But for some reason of which we are not informed — perhaps 
because in this case the advwe of the Council was not wanted — it 
was decided to do it in the form of a decree. And on the 18th of 
July, 1616, the following decree, which ia evidently the work of 
Bacon, was issued under the Privy Seal. 

The King^s Decree touching the granting op Praemunires Anno U 

AGAINST ANY FOR SUEING IN ChANCERY AFTER A JUDGMENT ^)g\ 

AT Common Law.^ eextapaw 

Paten. 

James by the grace of God, etc. numero25. 

Whereas our right trusty and well-beloved Sir Francis Bacon, 
Knt., our Counsellor and Attorney- General, received a lettet 
from our Chancellor of England, dated the 19th of March, Anno 
Domini 1615, written by our express commandment, directing 
and requiring him and the rest of our learned counsel to peruse 

* Lansd. MSS. 174, f. 119. Copy in Chancery form, with correotions in some 
clerk's hand, showing that it has been examined. Docketed by Sir Julias Ceear, 
** The King's decree touching the granting of Prsemunires against any for sueing in 
Clianoery after a judgment, at Common Iiaw, and precedents to justify the pro> 
oeedings of the Chancery, and that Preemunire lieth not in that Court: in an. 1615." 

VOL. V. 2 c 
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8uch precedents as should be produced unto them, of the time 
of K. Henry 7 and since, of complaints made in the Chancery, 
there to be relieved according to equity and conscience after 
judgments in the Courts of the Common Law, in cases where 
the Judges of the Common Law could not relieve them, and 
thereupon to certify us of the truth of that they should find and 
of their opinions concerning the same ; which letter followeth in 
these words : — 

Mr. Attorney. His M. being informed that there be many 
precedents in the Court of Chancery in the time of K. Henry 
7 and continually since, that such as complained there to be 
relieved according to equity and conscience after judgments in 
the Courts of the Common Law, in cases where the Judges of 
the law could not relieve them (being bound by their oath to 
observe the strict rules of the law), is willing to understand 
whether there be such precedents as he is informed of; and there- 
fore hath commanded me to let you know that his will and 
pleasure is that you call to assist you his Majesty^s Serjeants 
and Solicitor, and to peruse such precedents of this kind as shall 
be produced unto you, and thereupon to certify his Majesty of 
the truth of that you shall find, and of your opinions concerning 
the same. And for your better direction therein I have sent you 
here-inclosed a note in writing delivered unto me, mentioning 
some such precedents in K. Henry 7 time and since; and I am 
told that there be the like in former times. His Majesty ex- 
pecteth your proceeding in this with as much speed as conve- 
niently you may, and so rest 

Your assured friend, 

T. Ellesmere, Cane. 
At York House 
19 Martii, 1615. 

And whereas our Attorney-General and the rest of our 
Learned Counsel did thereupon return unto us their certificate 
subscribed with all their hands according to our commandment 
and direction given them by the said letter, which certificate fol- 
loweth in these words : — 

According to your M. commandment we have advisedly con- 
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sidered of the note delivered unto us of precedents of complain- 
ing and'proceeding in Chancery after judgments at Common Law, 
and have also seen and perused the originals out of which the 
same note was abstracted : upon all which we find and observe 
the points following : 

1. We find that the same note is fully verified and maintained 
by the originals. 

2. We find that there hath been a strong current of practice 
of proceeding in Chancery after judgment, and many times after 
execution, continued from the beginning of King Henry the 
seventh^s reign unto the time of the Lord Chancellor that now 
is, both in the reigns seriatim of the several Kings, and in the 
times of the several Chancellors, whereof divers were great 
learned men in the law, it being in cases where there is no 
remedy for the subject by the strict course of the Common Law 
unto which the Judges are sworn. 

&. We find that this proceeding in Chancery hath been after 
judgment in actions of several natures, as well real as personal. 

4. We find it hath been after judgments in your Majesty^s 
several courts, — the King's Bench, Common Pleas, Justices in 
Eyre, etc. 

5. We find it hath been after judgments obtained upon ver- 
diet, demurrers, and where writs of error have been brought. 

6. We find in many of the cases that the judgments are ex- 
pressly mentioned in the Bills in the Chancery themselves to 
have been given and relief prayed thereupon, sometimes for stay 
of execution, sometimes after execution ; of which kind we find 
a great number in K. Henry 7th^s time. 

7. We find the matters in equity laid in such Bills in most of 
the cases to have been matter precedent before the judgments, 
and not matter of agreement after. 

8. We find in the said cases not only the Bill preferred, but 
motions, orders, injunctions, and decrees thereupon for dis- 
charging and releasing of the judgments, or avoiding the pos- 
session thereupon obtained, and sometimes for the mean profits 
and the release of the costs, etc. 

9. We find in some of the cases that this very point [thatjudg^ 
ment hath been given) hath been stood upon by the defendants 
and alleged by them by way of demurrer, and overruled. 

ID. We find that the Judges themselves in their own Courts 

2c2 
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when there appeared to them matter of equity, because they 
by their oath and oflSce could not stay the judgment, except it 
be for some small time, have directed the parties to seek relirfin 
Chancery. 

11. We find that this hath not only been done in the times of 
the several Chancellors, but by the Judges themselves (and that 
without difficulty) while they sat in Chancery in the vacancy or 
absence of the Chancellor. 

12. We find the hands of sundry principal counsellors at lav, 
whereof divers of them are now Judges and some of them in chief 
place, to bills of this kind. 

13. Lastly there were ofiered to have been showed unto as 
many other precedents, whei'eof we heard some read ; and found 
them to be of like nature with those contained in the note. 

Fe. Bacon. 
Hbn. Montagu. 
Ran. Crewe. 
Hen. Yei-vebton. 

And whereas also our said Attorney received one other 
letter from our said Chancellor with a Case therein enclosed, 
written likewise by our express commandment, dated the 27th of 
March 1616, directing and requiring him and the rest of our 
Learned Counsel, togetlier with the Attorney of our dear son the 
Prince, to confer together upon the said case, and to consider ad- 
visedly of all the parts thereof, and thereupon to peruse all the 
statutes of Praemlinire or Provisors, and all other statutes as they 
should conceive to be necessary to be considered of, for resolving 
the question propounded in that case; and thereupon to report 
/Unto us their opinions in writing concerning the same; which 
letter and Case therein enclosed follows in these words : — 

Mr. Attorney. His Majesty hath perused this case enclosed, 
and hath commanded me to send it unto you ; and his will and 
pleasure is that you call unto you Mr. Serjeant Montague, Mr. 
Serjeant Crew, Mr. Solicitor, and Mr. Walter the Prince's Attor- 
ney, and that you confer together thereupon and consider advisedly 
and deliberately of all the parts thereof, and thereupon to peruse 
all the statutes of Praemunire or Provisors, and all other such sta- 
tutes as you shall conceive to be necessary to be considered of, for 
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resolving the question propounded in this case. This his Majesty 
would have to be done with mature deliberation, and yet with as 
much speed as conveniently you can. And when you have suffi- 
ciently informed yourselves therein, then to report unto him your 
opinions in writing. And so I commit you to God, and rest 
Your very assured loviug friend 

T. Ellesmere, Cknc. 
At York House, 
27 Martii 1616. 

A. hath judgment and execution in the King's Bench 
or Common Place agaitist B. in an action of debt of 1000/. 
and in an ejectione firmte of the manor of D. B. complains 
in the Chancery to be relieved against these judgments 
according to conscience and equity, allowing the judgments 
to be lawful and good by the rigour and strict rules of the 
Common Law, and the matters in conscience and equity 
such as the Judges of the Common Law (being no Judges 
of Equity but bounden by their oaths to do the law) cannot 
give any remedy or relief for the same either by error or at- 
taint or by any other means. 

Qtuestio. 
Whether the Chancery may relieve B. in this and such 
like cases, or else leave him utterly remediless and undone; 
and if the Chancery be restrained herein by any Statute of 
Pr»munire &c. then by what statute and by what words in 
any statute, is the Chancery so restrained and conscience 
and equity banished, excluded, and damned ? 

And whereas according to our said commandment our said 
Learned Counsel and the Attorney of our dear son the Prince 
returned linto us a certificate of their opinions upon the said 
Statutes under all their several hands concerning the same case; 
which certificate followeth in these words: — 

According to your M. commandment we have deliberately adr 
vised of the Case sent unto us by the Lord Chancellor, and of 
the Statutes, as well those of Praemunire as others, as far as we 
take it may concern the case; and for our better information 
herein, we have thought fit to send for and peruse the original 
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records themselves remaining in the Tower of London of those 
Statutes, not only appearing upon the Roll of Parliament but 
also upon the original Boll of petitions in Parliament with the 
King's answers, which is the warrant to the Roll of Parliament. 

We have also taken into consideration as well book-law as 
divers other acts of Parliament which may give light to the 
Statutes whereupon the question properly grows ; t<^ether with 
such ancient records and precedents as we could find ; as well 
those which maintain the authority of the Chancery, as those 
which seem to impeach the same. 

And upon the whole matter we are all of one opinion that the 
Chancery may give relief in the case in question ; and that no 
Statute of Praemunire &c. or other statute restraineth the same. 

And because we know not what use your Majesty will be pleased 
to make of this our opinion, either for the time present or future, 
we are willing to give some reasons of the same ; not thinking fit 
to trouble your Majesty with all those things whereupon we have 
grounded ourselves, but selecting out some principal things 
which moved us to be of this opinion, to the end the same may 
be a fuller object of your Majesty^s princely judgment, where- 
unto we always submit ourselves. 

And first of all we must lay for a sure foundation that which 
was contained in our former certificate, concerning the continual 
practice by the space now of six score years, in the times of 
King Henry the 7'»», King Henry the 8^ King Edward the 6"^, 
Queen Mary and Queen Elizabeth, of this authority ; and that 
in those times when the same authority was managed not only 
by the Bishops, which might be thought less skilful or less affec- 
tionate towards the laws of the land^ but also by divers great 
lawyers which oould not but both know and honour the law as 
the means of their advancement ; Sir Thomas Moore, the Lord 
Awdeley, the Lord Riche, Sir Nicholas Bacon, Sir Thomas Brom- 
ley, Sir John Puckering. 

And further that most of the late Judges of the kingdom, either 
as Judges when they sate in Chancery by commission, or as 
counsellors at law when they set their hands to Bills, have by 
their judgment and counsel upheld the same authority. And 
therefore forasmuch as it is a true ground that oplimus legum tn- 
terpres consueituio, especially when the practice or custom passeth 
not amongst vulgar persons but amongst the most high and most 
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scient magistrates of the kingdom; and when also the prac- 
tising of the same should lie under so heavy a pain as the Prce- 
munire; this is unto us a principal and implicit satisfaction that 
those statutes ought not to be construed to extend to this case. 
And this of itself (we know) is of far more force to move your 
Majesty than any opinion of ours ; because Kings are fittest to 
inform Kings^ and Chancellors to teach Chancellors^ and Judges 
to teach Judges. 

But further out of our own science and profession we have 
thought fit to add these further reasons and proofs, very briefly, 
because in case of so ancient a possession of jurisdiction we hold 
it not fit to amplify. 

The statutes upon which this question grows are principally 
two ; whereof one is a statute of Praemunire, the other is a statute 
of simple prohibition. 

That of the Praemunire is the statute 27 Ed. 3. cap 1®. And 
the statute of the simple prohibition is the statute of 4 H. 4. 
cap. 23^ 

There be divers other statutes of both kinds ; but the question 
will rest principally upon these two, ais we conceive it. 

For the statute 27 Ed. 3 it cannot in our opinions extend unto 
the Chancery for these reasons : — 

1. First out of the mischief which the Statute provides for and 
recites, viz : That such suits and pleas (against which the statute 
is provided) were in prejudice and disinherison of the King and 
his Crown, which cannot be applied to the Chancery : for the 
King cannot be disinherited of jurisdiction but either by the fo- 
reigner or by the subject, but never by his own Court. 

2. Out of the remedy which the Statute appoints : viz : That 
the ofienders shall be warned within two months to be before 
the King and his Council or in his Chancery, or before the 
Kings Justices of the one Bench or the other &c. By which 
words it is opposite in itself that the Chancery should give both 
the ofience and the remedy. 

3. Out of the penalty, which is not only severe but hostile ; 
namely that the offenders shall be put out of the King's protec- 
tion; which penalty altogether savours of adhering to foreign 
jurisdiction, and would never have been inflicted upon an excess 
only of jurisdiction in any of the King's Courts, as the Court of 
Chancery is. 
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4. Out of the statutes precedent aud subsequent of 25® Ed. 3^ 
cap. 1®, and 16® R. 2 cap. 5®. which are of the same nature and 
cannot be applied but to foreign Courts : for the word alibi or 
elsewhere is never used but where Rome is named specially be- 
fore. 

5. The disjunctive in this statute (which only gives the colour) 
vii : that they which draw any out of the realm in plea whereof 
the cognizance pertaineth to the King's Court, (or) of things 
whereof judgments be given in the King's Court, or which do 
sue in any other Court to defeat or impeach the judgments given 
in the King's Court, — ^This last disjunctive (we say), which must 
go further than Courts out of the realm (which are fully provided 
for by the former branch), hath suflScient matter and effect to 
work upon in respect of such Courts which though they were 
locally within the realm, yet in jurisdiction were subordinate to 
the foreigner : such as were the Legate's Court, the Del^ate's 
Court, and in general all the Ecclesiastical Courts within the 
realm (at that time), as it is expressly construed by the Judges 
5® E. 4*. fol. 6®. 

6. In this the sight of the record of the petition doth clear the 
doubt, where the subjects supplicate to the King to ordain re- 
medy against those which pursue in other Courts than his own 
against judgments given in his Court, which explains the word 
(other) to be other than the King's Courts. 

7. With this agreeth notably the Book of Entries, which 
translates the word ' in other Court,' not in alia Curia, but in 
aliena Curia. 

8. This statute of 27 E. 3 being in corroboration of tlie Com- 
mon Law (as itself recites), we do not find in the Register any 
precedent of the writs of (ad jura Regia)^ which are framed upon 
these cases that were afterwards made penal by praemunire, but 
only against the Ecclesiastical Courts. 

9. Lastly, we have not found any precedent at all of any con- 
viction upon the statutes of Prsemunire of this nature for suits in 
Chancery ; but only two or three Bilb of Indictment preferred. 
Sed nihil inde venit for ought appears to us. 

For the Statute of Henry 4, that no doubt was made against 
proceedings within the realm and not against foreign, and there- 
' The copy in the ' Collectanea Juridica' gives " the writ ad cur, ReyU*' 
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fore hath no penalty annexed. Nevertheless we conceive that it 
extends not to the Chancery in the case delivered^ for these rea- 
sons : 

1. First. This Statute recites, where the parties are made to 
come upon grievous pain, sometimes before the Kiug himself, 
sometimes before the King's Council, and sometimes in the 
Parliament, to answer thereof anew, &c. Where it appeareth 
that the Chancery is not named, which could not have been for- 
gotten, but was left out upon great reason, because the Chancery 
is a Court of oi*dinary Justice for matter of Equity, and the 
statute meant only to restrain extraordinary commissions, and 
such like proceedings. 

2. This appears fully by view and comparing of the two peti- 
tions which were made the same Parliament of 4 Hen. 4, placed 
immediately one before the other; the first which was rejected 
by the King, and the second whereupon €he statute was made ; 
whereof the first was to restrain three ordinary proceedings of 
justice ; that is to say, in the Chancery by name, in the Ex- 
chequer, and before the King's Council by process of Privy Seal, 
Unto which the King makes a royal and prudent answer in these 
words : The King will charge his officers to be more sparing to 
send for his 'subjects by such process than they have heretofore 
been. But notwithstanding it is not his mind that his officers 
shall so far abstain but that they may call his subjects before 
them in matters and causes necessary, as it hath been done in 
the time of his good progenitors. And then immediately follows 
the petition whereupon the Act now in question was made, unto 
which the King gave his assent : and wherein no mention is 
made at all of the Chancery or Exchequer. 

8. If the Chancery should be understood to be within the 
statute, yet the statute extends not to this case : for the 
words are. That the King's subjects after judgments are drawn to 
answer thereof anew — which must be understood, when the same 
matter formerly judged is put in issue or question again. But 
where the cause is called into Chancery only upon point of equity, 
there, as the point of equity was never in question in the Com- 
mon Law Court, so the point of law or of fact (as it concerns the 
law) is never in question in the Chancery. So the same thing 
is not twice in question, or answered anew ; for the Chancery 
doth supply the Law and not cross it. 
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4. It appears to our understanding by the clause of error and 
attaint in the same statute^ nrhat jurisdiction it was that the sta- 
tute meant to restrain : viz : such jurisdiction as did assume 
to reverse and undo the judgment as error or attaint doth ; which 
the Chancery never doth, but leaves the judgment in peace, and 
only meddles with the corrupt conscience of the party : for if the 
Chancery doth assume to reverse the judgment in the point ad- 
judged, it is void, as appears 39** E. 3*. fol. 14®. 

5. We find no precedents of any proceeding to conviction or 
judgment upon any indictment framed or grounded upon this 
statute, no more than upon the statutes of Prsemunire. And the 
late indictments are contra diversa statuta, not mentioning the 
particular statutes. 

6. Lastly, it were a great mischief to force the subject in all 
cases to seek remedy in Equity before he know whether the Law 
will help him or no : which oftentimes he cannot do till after 
judgment. And therefore he is to seek his salve properly when 
he hath his hurt. 

There be divers other things of weight which we have seen 
and considered of, whereupon we have grounded our opinion; 
but we go no further than upon that we have seen. 

But because matter of precedent is greatly considerable in this 
case, and that we have been attended by the Clerks of the Chan- 
cery with the precedents of that Court, and have not yet been 
attended by any officers of the King^s Bench with any precedents 
of indictments, although we required them and gave them con- 
venient time to have attended us, if it shall please your Majesty to 
direct that the said officers shall attend us with their precedents, 
we shall give your M. faithful report of them as we have done of 
the other. All which we most humbly leave to your M. princely 
judgment. 

Fhanc. Bacon. 

Hen. Montague. 

Ranulph Crewe. 

Hen. Yblverton. 

John Walter. 

Now FORASMUCH as mcrcy and justice be the true supporters 
of our royal throne, and that it properly belongeth to us in our 
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princely office to take care and provide that our subjects have 
equal and indifferent justice ministered to them ; and that where 
their case deserveth to be relieved in course of equity by suit in 
our Court of Chancery, they should not be abandoned and ex- 
posed to perish under the rigour and extremity of our laws : 

"We in our princely judgment having well weighed and with 
mature deliberation considered of the several reports of our 
Learned Counsel and all the parts of them, do approve ratify and 
confirm as well the practice of our Court of Chancery expressed 
in their first certificate, as their opinions for the law upon the 
statutes mentioned in their latter certificate, the same having re- 
lation to the Case sent them by our said Chancellor. 

And do will and command that our Chancellor or Keeper of 
the Great Seal for the time being shall not hereafter desist to 
give unto our subjects upon their several complaints now or 
hereafter to be made such relief in Equity (notwithstanding any 
former proceedings at the Common Law against them) as shall 
stand with the true merits and justice of their cases, and with the 
former ancient and continued practice and precedency of our Chan- 
cery. And for that it appertaineth to our princely care and office 
only to be Judge over all our Judges and to discern and deter- 
mine such differences as at any time may or shall arise between 
our several Courts, touching their jurisdictions, and the same to 
settle and decide as we in our princely wisdom shall find to 
stand most with our honour, and the example of o\xx royal pro- 
genitors in the best times, and the general weal and good of our 
people, for which we are to answer unto God who hath placed us 
over them, our will and pleasure is that our whole proceedings 
herein by the degrees formerly set down be enrolled in our Court 
of Chancery, there to remain of record for the better extinguish- 
ing of the like questions or differences that may arise in future 
times. 

Per ipm Regem. 

IS*' Julij Anno XIIII.*' ER Jacobi, etc. 

Of the precedents of indictments which the Learned Counsel had 
invited the Judges of the King's Bench to produce in vindication of 
their proceeding, we hear no more. I presume therefore that none 
were produced ; and what Coke might have been able to say in an- 
swer to the arguments urged by the Learned Counsel iu their certi- 
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ficate must be left to coDJecture. The decree however had not been 
issued without giving him a fair opportunity for saying what be bad 
to say in defence of his own position. On the 26th of June be bad 
been called before the Council to answer certain charges, formally 
preferred against him by the Solicitor- General. Of these, his con- 
duct in the matter of the Framunire was one ; and on that occasion, 
if he did not acknowledge the validity of the argument by which the 
King's order was justified, he did distinctly acknowledge the validity 
of the order itself. After urging some considerations in excuse ra- 
ther than justification of what was past, he ''added also further*' 
(say the Council in reporting the proceeding to the King) " that for 
the time to come no man should make any opposition ; for that the 
Judges having received your Majesty's commandment by the Attor- 
ney-G-eneral that no bill of that nature should be hereafter received, 
he and his brethren have caused the same to he entered as an order in 
the same Court ; which shall he observed,'*^ It was with the allow- 
ance therefore of Coke himself (who did not on this occasion find it 
necessary to wait ** till the case should be") that the question was 
settled, and settled according to the view which Bacon took of it. 

But although Coke thereby acknowledged that the King had au- 
thority to decide the question, it does not follow that he thought he 
had decided it rightly : and it is due to him to add that, though he 
never raised any dispute about it in Council or in Parliament while 
he lived, there is evidence in the papers which he left behind him 
that he thought the decision wrong. In the third part of the ' In- 
stitutes,' which was published after his death, there is a chapter on 
Pramunire; and in it a sentence occurs, which must have been 
written later than the 26th of June 1616, and must therefore be ac- 
cepted (if the editor has made no mistake) as representing his more 
mature judgment. It seems to imply a total repudiation of this de- 
cree of the 18th of July, precedents and all. The censure is indeed 
so general and so vague ,that it is impossible to infer from it what 
the point or nature of his objections was ; and it may be that what 
we have is only a note made in the margin of a treatise which had 
been written before, and meant for no more than a memorandum to 
insert at that place an answer to the arguments contained in the 
decree; which answer was never written, or if written was not 
found by the editor. However that may be, the censure is too 
sweeping to be met by anything less than a general discussion of the 
whole question : a thing which I could not have attempted myself, 
but which I find supplied to my hand ; and as Coke's note, thougb 
aimed at the reputation of EUesmere (whom, as the person specially 
> Biog. Brit. p. 1390. Art. Coke. 
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struck at in tbe attack, he seems to have mistaken for the principal 
actor in the defence), would really, if the censure were just, be very 
damaging to Bacon's reputation (who was the principal actor all 
through), it may be well to state the result of an elaborate examina- 
tion of it by a critic learned in the law. 

In the first volume of the Collectanea Juridica (printed in 1791) 
will be found a treatise of fifty-five pages, entitled A Vindication of 
the Judgment given hy King James in the case of the Jurisdiction of 
the (hurt of CJianeerg, — that the Lord Chancellor should not desist to 
give relief in Eguity^ notioithstanding any proceedings at the Common 
Law ; contrary to an opinion lately published afler the supposed 
author* s [Lord Coke's] death ; wherein some errors in the translating 
and printing of the statutes of 21 E, 3. cap, 1. and 4i H. 4i cap. 23 are 
discovered,** The writer begins by observing that after King James's 
judgment was given, "all things were in peace": — that " the Chan- 
cery court went on in the times of the Lord EUesmere, Lord St. 
Albans, Lord Coventry, and all others that were Lord Keepers of 
the great seal of England, ever since, as it had formerly done"; — 
that " the then Lord Chief Justice of the King's Bench [Sir Edward 
Coke] did never question that judgment, although he lived many 
years after, and was of four Parliaments, wherein he had both oppor- 
tunity and power to have done it, if he had not known that judg- 
ment to have been according to justice and the laws of the realm : 
but he desisted, and did openly profess before the Lords of tTie Privy 
Council that he would not maintain a difference between the two 
Courts, nor bring it into question ; whereof entry was made in the 
Council-book 26 June 1616": — nevertheless that ''the publisher of 
his third and fourth book of the Institutes, finding, as it should 
seem, some old notes, collected when the question was on foot and 
undecided, had taken the boldness to print them, long after the 
author's death ; and therein had made him to question all again, by 
mentioniug mauy cases wherein divers persons had been indicted in 
Framunire upon the statute of 27 E. 3, for seeking relief in Chan- 
cery after judgments given between the parties at the common law ; 
and concluding with [these words following] : * See a privy seal to 
the contrary, 18 Julii 1616, obtained by the importunity of the Lord 
Chancellor, being vehemently afraid. Sed judicandum est legibus, 
and no precedent can prevail against an act of Parliament. And 
besides, the supposed precedents (which we have seen) are not au- 
th^tical, being most in torn papers : the rest of no credit.* " He 
then enters into a complete and exhaustive examination of the whole 
case, taking each point in succession, comparing the copies of the 
records quoted by Coke with the originals, criticising his inferences, 
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BupplyiDg his omissioDS, correcting bis mistranslations, pointing out 
the consequences which would follow from his principles of interpre- 
tation if impartially applied, and concluding in all points in favour 
of the impugned decree. 

The name of the writer does not appear to be known ; but he was 
evidently a lawyer familiar with the practice of the Chancery and 
the study of records ; and in the absence of all means of guessing 
what kind of answer Coke would have made, he leaves Bacon clearly 
in possession of the field. 

Coke*s defence of himself when called before the Council was 
pitched in an unusually low key, and so little impressive, that His- 
tory seems hardly aware that he made any defence at all, or had any 
opportunity to make one. Hallam only says that after what passed 
at Whitehall on the 6th of June, '* he was suspended from his office, 
and shortly afterwards dismissed ;" taking no notice whatever of the 
proceeding on the 26th. Lingard is equally silent with regard to that 
proceeding. And Mr. Gardiner, who knows of it and mentions it, 
appears to have mistaken the information of the Solicitor- General 
for the censure of the Board. " On the 26th," he says,^ " he [Coke] 
was called before the Council ; and after being charged with some 
pecuniary transactions of doubtful character, in which he had been 
engaged some years previously, he was censured for the words which 
he had used to the Jury in the cases of Glanville and Allen " [that 
was the Framunire case] ; " for his indecent behaviour in refusing to 
listen to the argument of the Attorney-General in the King's pre- 
sence" [that was in the Council on the 6th of June on the Commen* 
dam case] ; " and for his steadfastness " [that is, his refusal to an- 
swer the King's question] "when the other Judges gave way." 
And then, without any allusion to what Coke said in reply, he goes 
on to tell us that ** a few days after, he was again summoned before 
the Council " and suspended from his seat at the table and from 
taking his part in the ensuing circuit. Now the fact (as I under- 
stand it) was, that the business of the Council was only to witness 
and report. The King had directed them to call Coke before them 
and hear what he had to say in answer to certain charges which 
would be set forth by one of the Learned Counsel. He was sum- 
moned accordingly ; the charges were set forth by Sir Henry Tel- 
verton ; Coke made his answer ; and the Council reported the sub- 
stance of it to the King. Their report was not accompanied with any 
opinion or suggestion of their own upon the point at issue, and was 
drawn up in a style of studied respect and moderation, as if they 
wished to make the best of it. The censure was left to the King ; 
» * Hif tory of England, 1603-1616,' toI. ii. p. 281. 
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who, not finding Coke's answers satisfactory upon any of the heads, 
resolved to suspend him for a while from the exercise of his office, 
and at the same time to set him a holiday task. For the many 
questionahle doctrines of law which he had heing laying down of late 
in support of his official pretensions had not unnaturally suggested 
an inquiry whether all was good law that was set down for such in 
his ' Keports :' and passages had heen discovered in them (by whose 
industry I do not exactly know: but I think both Ellesmere and 
Telverton were concerned in it, and probably Bacon himself which 
were represented to the King as dangerous and requiring correction. 
"Who accordingly directed the Council to call him before them once 
again, and inform him that it was his pleasure he should forbear for the 
present to sit at Council or on the Bench : and at the same time — 
because he was informed that there were in his books of Beports 
" many exorbitant and extravagant opinions set down and pub- 
lished for positive and good law " — that he should employ the leisure 
of the vacation in reviewing and correcting them. *' And having 
corrected what in his discretion he found meet in those Beports, his 
Majesty's pleasure was that he should bring the same privately to 
himself, that he might consider thereof, as in his princely judgment 
should be found expedient." 

This was done on the 30th of June 1616, and it was all that was 
done for the present. Of the result of Coke's review of his Beports 
and the King's final disposal of the case, we shall hear further on in 
the course of Bacon's correspondence. But it belongs to a later 
date, and I shall have some important papers to deal with before I 
come to it. 
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proposed to be raided for the 
King on the diasolution of Par- 
liament without supplies voted ; 
Archbishop Abbot's iniUatqry 
letter, 78, 79. 

Amount promised at starting and 
givers thereof, 80. 

Bi^n's note of points to be ob- 
served therein, 81 — 83. 

Oliver St. John's manifesto agiunst 
the project, and proceedings 
consequent thereon, 132 — 151. 
[See St. John.] 

Duke of Buckingham's definition 
of a Benevolence, 140. 

Rertult of the experiment, 168. 
Berkeley, Sir Maurice, M.P., moves for 
a Committee to draw a bill 
against Ecclesiastical Ck)urt8, 34. 

Course suggested b^ him relative 
to the Bisnop of Lmooln's speech 
in the other House, 62, 66. 

Called in question in oonneotion 
with Peacham's case, but acquits 
himself; 122. 126. 
Bilson, Dr. Set Winchester. 
Binning, Lord, wh^ not fit to be used 
m the examination of Somerset, 
266. 
Birch, Thomas, his statement as to 



Birch, Thomas — eomtimutd. 

Lord Grandiscm's death, 131 
noU. See 152. 264 note. 

Bcmi&oe, Archbishop of Canterbury, 
sentence of excommunication 
passed by, 133. 

Boni&ce YUI., Pope, brought to an 
ignominious end by Philip the 
Fair, 8. 

Bowles, Alderman, and others, indict- 
ment of pretmumire preferred 
against, 261. 

Bromley, Edward, one of the Judges, 
360. 

Bromley, Sir Thomas, from what office 
raised to the ChanccUorship. 242. 
SeeZ90. 

Buckingham, Duke of, his definition of 
a Benevolence, 140. 

Buckingham, Duke of. See YiUiers. 

Bulstrode, llr., M.P., on a letter from 
the King to the Speaker, 60. 
On the Bishop of Lincoln's speech 
in the other House, 65. 

Burgess, Dr., Puritan preacher, inter- 
dicted from preaching, takes to 
medical practice, 371. 
Attends Lucy, Countess of Bed- 
ford, ibtS. 
Bestored to preach, 372, 373. 

Burleigh, Lord, 282. 



CflBsar, Sir Julius, Master of the Bolls, 

on a motion for supply, 35. 

One of the Council responsible tot 

the order for torturing Peacham, 

92. 

Also one of Peacham's Examiners, 

93. 
His speech in Council on the ex- 
pediency of calling a new Par- 
liament, 199. 
One of the Committees in the dis- 
pute between the Chancery and 
fang's Bench Courts, 351. 
See 357. 369. 385 ttoce. 

Cambridge University chooses Bacon 
as its member in the 1614 Par- 
liament, 31. 

Camden, William, on the feeling ex- 
cited by Lady Somerset aSk her 
condemnation, 305. 374. 

Campbell, John, Lord, his mistake as 
to Oliver St. John, 131. 
His remark on Bacon's letter 
"touching the Lord Chancel- 
lor's place," 244. 

Canterbury, Archbishop of. See Abbot 
Boniface. 

Canute, conduct of, in sending back his 
Danes, recommended as an ex- 
ample to the King, 69. 



Carre, Sir Boberl suggested as a fit 
person to deliver a message to 
Somenet, 282. 

Sent to induce Somerset to proceed 
quietly to his trial, 306. 
Cary, underkeeper of the Tower, dis- 
placed by Somerset's means, 315, 
316. 319. 
Chamberlain, John, Dudley Carleton's 
correspondent, on the meddling « 
of the Kind's friends, 1613 — 14, 
in the elections, 20. 

His comment on the Sling's speech 
to the new Parliament! 23. 

His account of the proceedings 
that led to the dissolution of 
James's second parliament, 69, 
70. 72 note. 

His note of the sums subscribed by 
the bishops, nobles, etc., for the 
King, 80. 

On incidents connected with 
Peacham's case ; opinions of 
the Judges, 121 note. New dis- 
closures by Peacham, 122. 
Peacham's trial, condemnation, 
and death, 127, 128 note. 

On Oliver St. John's committal, 
134 »o^. 

On Owen's trial and its result, 167. 
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Chamberlain, John — continvfd. 

On the high prices offered for seats 

at L&dy Somerset's trial, 297. 
On the Countess's demeanour at 

her trial, 304. 
On the Earl's trial, his bearing 

thereat, etc, 306. 335. 
On the treatment of Dr. Burgess, 
the Puritan, by the King and 
Archbishop Abbot, 371. 
Chancellor of tne Exchequer. See 

Greville. 
Chancery and King*s Bench Courts, 
conflict of junsdiction between ; 
indictments of pr<Bmunire pre- 
ferred against the parties appeal- 
ing to equity, 246. 
Letter thereon from Bacon to the 

King, 246—264. 
Memorial drawn up by Bacon, 

349—364. 
Speech of the King in the Star 
Chamber on the subject, and de- 
cree subsequently promulgated, 
381—396. 
Charles, Prince, afterwards Charles L, 

289. 
Charles V., Pope Clement imprisoned 

by, 8. 
Chibbome, Serjeant, his arguments m 
the case of the CommendamSy 368. 
364. 
Chichester, Sir Arthur, Lord Deputy of 
Ireland, 366. 
Recalled from his post, 376, 377. 
Chute, Sir Walter, M.P., on the King's 
letter to the Speaker, 60. 
On the course to be adopted rela- 
tive to the Bishop of Lincoln's 
Speech in the other House, 64. 
His attack on the King's fieivourites, 
71. Seel^Z, 
Clarendon, on the dissolutions of Par- 
liament in Charles's reign, 74. 
Clement, Pope, how dealt with by 

Charles V., 8. 
Clothworkers' grievantje against the 
Merchant Adventurers' Com- 
pany : result of efforts made to 
remedy same, 169—172. 
See Merchant Adventurers. 
Cobham, Lord, extension of the royal 

mercy to, 282. 298. 
Coke, Sir Edward, Chief Justice of the 
King's Bench, 3. 
Signs report on a proposition re- 
ferred to the learned Counsel, 
13. 
Declines, on the part of the Judges, 
to deliver an opinion to the 
House of Lords upon the ques- 
tion of Impositions, 68. 
His contribution to the Benevo- 
lei^ce, 80. 



Coke, Sir Edward — continued. 

Value of his Reports, 86. 

Commissions with clause autho- 
rizing the use of Torture passed 
by hun when Attomey-G^eral, 
93 note. 

His subsequent discovery that 
there was no law to warrant tor- 
tures in England, ibid. 

His authority with the other 
Judges, 99. 

His objection to the taking of 
Judges' opinions singly and 
apart, 100. 104. 

Had **done his part" in case of 
Recusancy, 102. 

His Conferences with Bacon on the 
case of Peacham, 107 — 110. 

Conference at his Chambers be- 
tween the Judges of the King's 
Bench and the Learned Counsel 
in the case of Owen, 114. 119. 

Consents to give a private opinion 
on the case of Peacham, 1 14. 

His doctrine that the Judges ought 
not to deliver their opinions be- 
forehand, a discovery of later 
date, 116—118. 

Effect of his private opinion given 
in Peacham's case, 120, 121. 128. 

" Delivers the law for the Benevo- 
lence strongly" in the Star 
Chamber, 136. 

His change of opinion as to the le» 
gality of tbe proceeding, 146. 

His Speech in Council on the ex- 
pediency of calling a new Par- 
liament, 199. 

Commissioned to investigate the 
murder of Overbury, 209. 

His premature declaration of the 
complicity of the Somersets, 210, 
211. 229. 

His objection to the proposal to 
confront Weston with them, 212. 

Sole manager of the trials of the 
commoners implicated, 223. 

Directed to postpone the hearing 
of the case of Rege ineonetUto, 226. 

Does not mean to dispute about 
Sir John Roper's patent, 227, 228. 

Discovers eviaence which he con- 
siders ** sufficient" against So- 
merset, 229, 230. 326. 

Compliments Bacon on his argu- 
ment in Uie Rege ineoneulto case, 
234, 236. 

Objections to his being made 
Chancellor, 242. 

Encourages an indictment of prsB- 
munire against the officers of the 
Chancery, for giving relief in 
equity after judgment in the 
King'^s Bench, 246. 
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Coke, Sir 'Rlwetrd^-eontinu^d, 

Letters and proceedings relatiye to 
the dispute, 246—254. 

Talks of committing some of the 
"New Company, 257. 

Draws wrong inferences from the 
discovery m Somerset's posses- 
sion of a confidential dispatch 
from Digby to the King, 262. 

Arrazigee wiUi Bacon for a re-ex- 
amination of Lady Somerset, 
267, 271, 282. 

Confers with Bacon on reyeniie 
matters, 267, 268. 

Invents a constitutional doctrine 
to prevent the King frt>m ex- 
amming the evidence in Somer- 
set's case for himself 269 note. 

Meddles no more in the examina- 
tion, 272 note. 

Hefuses to postpone the argument 
on the Cotnmendam case upon 
directions from the King through 
the Attorney-General, 272—276. 

Number of examinations taken 
by him in the Overbury case. 
302.^ 

His note on a piece of evidence 
against Somerset, 326. 

His interruption of Somerset dur« 
ing the trial, 827 note. 

His note of Franklin's confessions, 
and hints of discoveries made 
thereupon, 338, 339. 

His unsuccessful attempts to elicit 
evidence in confirmation of them. 
342. 

Charge brought against him by 
Professor Amos, 344—346. 

His conduct with regaid to the 
Commendam case, 352—364. 857 
—369. 

His evasive answer, 369, 370. 

Called before the Council to an- 
;^®' certain charges; promises 
^t the King's decree forbidding 
bills of pramunire to be brought 
against the Chancery in the 
Kmg's Bench shall be obeyed, 
396. 

His censure of the same decree in 
the third part of the Institutes, 
396, 397. 

Having foiled to answer the 
charges to the King's satisfec- 
tion, he is suspended fitmi his 
office and enjoined to review and 
correct his Reports, 398, 399. 

^o o?l 271. 288. 331 note, 

352, 353. 358. 395. 

Commendams, question between the 

Urown and the Judges relative 

to, 272—274. 282. 

I*rocwdings, letters, and Act of 



Commendams — continued. 

Council concerning same, 362. 
357—369. 
Commons, House o^ elected in 1614, 19. 

Two-thirds of the members new, 
20. 

Beeolution (with special excoptioa 
of Bacon on this occasion) ihtit 
the Attomey-G^ieral is ex qfieic 
ineligible, 31 — 33. 

Bills introduced oonoeming Impo- 
sitions and against EoclesiaBfeical 
Courte,34. 

Resolution to postpone Uie con- 
sideration of Supply till after 
Easter, 36—38. 

Committee appointed to consider 

of a message to the King "to 

intimate the protestation of the 

House affainst UndertakeiB," 39. 

[See Undertakers.] 

Besoiution to take the question of 
Impositions before the queeti<Hi 
of Supply, 40. 

Resolution to invite the Lards to a 
conference conceniing Imposi- 
tions; and Committee appointed 
to prepare for it, 49, 60. 

Prepared to vote libenJly when 
the proper time comee, but re- 
solved to do nothing in the mat- 
ter of Supply untd something 
has been (ndered for the good<2 
the public, 60. 

Enulsion of Sir Thomas Ptary 
ror unlawful interf^^nce in an 
election, 61, 52. 

Preparation for Conference with 
th^B Lords, 62—64. 66. 

Invitation to confer, sent and i^ 
fused, 67. 

Rumour of words spoken in the 
Upper House in derogation of 
the Lower, 68. 

Punishment of the speaker (Bishop 
of Lincoln) demanded, and adl 
other business suspended in the 
mean time, 60. 

Explanations and apologies oflfexed 
in vain, 61 — 66. 

Committee to consider what is fit 
further to be done, 66. 

Dissolution, 67, 68. 

Causes of the dissolution as de- 
scribed by Chamberlain and 
Lorkin ; supposed conspiracy to 
bring the Parliament to confu- 
sion, 69 — 72. 
Errors and excuses, 74 — 76. 
Cope, Sir William, M.P., on the Bidiop 

of Lincoln's explanation, 61. 
Copyhold enfranchisCTdont suggested 
by Bacon as a source of revenue 
to the King, 114. 
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Comwallis, Sir Charles, sent to the 
Tower, 70. 
One of Lord Northampton's instm- 
ments for causing a breach be- 
tween King and the House of 
Commons, 72. See 183. 

Cottington, Francis, Clerk of the Coun- 
cil, one of the Conmiissioners for 
the examination of Peadiam, 94. 

Cotton, John, assumed author of the 
book '^ Balaam's Ass,*' charge of 
treason against, and law-officers' 
report thereon, 4. 
His long imprisonment : found not 
to be the author of the obnox- 
ious book, 6. 

Cotton, Sir Robert, and his dealings 
with Somerset : his examination 
determined on, 263-^265. 
Notes of his examination, and of 
Somerset's statements in regard 
to him, 328, 329. 333. 337. 
His conduct in reference to a par- 
don prepared for Somerset, 380. 
333. 334. See 266. 270. 

Courtman, Mr., recommended by Bacon 
as a Law reporter, 36. 

Coventry, Lord Keei)er, 397. 

Cowell's offence against the House of 
Conmions compared with St. 
John's against the King, 134. 

Cox, Sir Kiohard, a Master of the Board 
of Green Cloth, 97, 98. 

Craig, Dr., Letter ^m Somerset to, 
ordering him to attend Over- 
bury, 336. 

Cranfield, Sir Lionel, 237, 268. 

Crew, Sir Randal (or Ranulph), King's 
Serjeant, e3q>lains why Bacon's 



Crew, Sir Randal — continued, 

presence in the House of Com- 
mons is necessary, 33 note. 

One of the Commissioners for the 
examination of Peacham, 93. 

Set to confer with Mr. Justice 
Haughton on Peacham's case, 
100. 

Assists at a further examination of 
Peacham, and in conducting the 
prosecution, 126 — 127. 

His part in the charge against 
Somerset, 287. 326—330. 

Certificates on the Pramunin 
Question to which he was a 
party, 386—388. 389—394. 
Criminal justice, caution used by the 
Crown in the conduct oij 3. 
See Penal Law. 
Croke or Crooke, Mr. Justice, required 
by the King to give his opinion 
individually on Peacham's case, 
and answer made by him, 100, 
101. See 251. 360. 
Crooke, (Jeorge (the Judge's brother), 

*' an able book-man," 233. 236. 
Crown, caution with which criminal 
justice was conducted by the, 3. 

Practice in Crown Cases of con- 
sulting the judges beforehand 
meant to secure accused persons 
from being arraigned on msuffi- 
cient evidence, 283, 284. 

Conflicts between the Crown and 
the Judges. See Chancery. 
Commendams, James T. 
Cumberland, Earl of, proposal of Bacon 
relative to a Crown licence held 
by, 269. 



D. 



Davies, Sir John, Attorney-General 
for Lreland, 366. 

Davis, Laurence, Overbury's servant, 
&cts criminatory of Somerset 
deposed toby, 324. 327. 329. 333. 

Deer-stealing, notes of a Star Chamber 
speech by Bacon on, 87. 

Denham, Sir John, made Lord Justice 
of Ireland, 376. 

Deurst, Clerk in Chancery, included in 
the pramunire indictment, 261. 

D'Ewes, Sir Simonds, his fiEtvourable 
impression of Villiers, when 
Marquis of Buckingham, 226. 

Dier, Lord, character of the law reports 
o^ 86. 

Digby, Sir John, Ambassador in Spain, 
sent for to give further informa- 
tion about Somerset's dealing^ 
with the Spanish Ambassador, 
232. 
His explanatory letter to the King, 
and subsequent conferences witn 



Digby, Sir John — continued. 

Bacon and the Lord Chancellor 
thereon, 262—266. See 294. 369. 

Digges, Sir Dudley, against a prema- 
ture motion for supply, 60. 
On the Bishop of Lincoln's speech 
in the other House, 66. 

Dixon's *' Personal History of Lord 
Bacon," extracts from Oliver St. 
John's petition to be seen in, 161. 

Dodderidge, Mr. Justice, required by 
the King to give his opinion 
singly and aput on Peadiam's 
case, 100. 
The Judges' letter to the King in 
the Commendam case signed by 
him, 369, 360. 
His submission and intended ac- 
tion in that case, 367, 368. 

Duncombe, Mr., M.P., course recom- 
mended by, relative to the 
Bishop of Lincoln's speech in 
the other House, 61, 66. 
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E. 



Ecclesiafitical Grievances, state, in 
1613—14, of the question re- 
gardingf 19. 
Committee moved for by Sir M. 
Berkeley, 34. 

Egidins Bellamera, 167 note, 

ElectionB, case of onlawfol interference 
in, on the part of an officer of 
the State, 61. 

Eliot, Sir John, on the mischief caused 
by the rumour of ** Under- 
taking," 69. 

Elizabeth, Queen, plots against the life 
of; 7. 
Only one new imposition laid by 
her, 63. Ste 146. 242. 

Ellosmere, Thomas Egerton, Baron, 
Lord Chancellor, cases postponed 
in consequence of the illness of; 
110, 111. 
Conmiunications relative to his 
health from Bacon, 112, 113. 
239, 240, 241. 246. 247. 249. 
348. 
His speech in Council on the ex- 
pediency of calling a new Par^ 
liament, 204. 
Joined in commission with Coke 
and others on the Overbuiy 
case, 209. 
Letter from Bacon to the King, 
touching the selection of a suc- 
cessor to his place, 241. 
Office from which he was promoted 
to the Chancellorship, 242. 



EUesmere, Lord Chancellor — continued. 
Dispute raised as to his powers 
as Chancellor to give imief in 
equity after judgments at Com- 
mon Law : mdictments of prm» 
mmiire preferred against his 
Court, 246—264. 349— a64. 
See ChanoeiT. 
Share taken by him in the exami- 
nations in the Overbury-murdur 
case, 266—268. 270, 271. 279. 
Direction ^ven by him and Bacon 
to the Ldoutenant of the Tower 
for the dealing with Lady 
Somerset, 291. 
Presides as Lord Steward at the 
trials of the Somersets, 297 — 804. 
307—336. 
His letters, by the King's <»der, 
directing searches for preoedents 
and collation of Statutes in the 
JPrawwrnre question, 386. 388. 
See 161. 224. 273, 274. 367. 
369. 396. 399. 
Ely, Lancelot Andrews, Bishop o^ his 
contribution to the Benevoleaooe, 
80. 
Erskine, Sir Thomas, 97. 
Essex, Earl of (temp. Eliz.), 320. 
Essex, Earl of (Lady Somerset's first 

husband), 313. 
Exeter, Thomas CedU Earl of; his 
speech in Coundl on the expe- 
diency of calling a new Parlia- 
ment, 203. See 113. 



f^anshawe, Sir Hemy, his contribution 
to the Benevolence, 80. 

Fameforth, Mrs., letters frt>m Over- 
bury and Northampton, left in 
the keeping of; 328 note, 

Fenton, Viscount, his speech in Council 
on the expediency of calling a 
new Parliament, 202. 
His observation on the poli^ to 
be pursued with the new Com- 
pany, 267. See 238. 367. 

Forman, the Coiyuror, "laboured," by 
Lady Somerset, " to inforce the 
Queen by witchcraft to fiftvour " 
her, 289. 

Foss, Edward, his mistake about Oliver 
St. John, 131. 

France, apprehended union of Si)ain 
with, 34. 192. 



Franklin, James, supplier of the poison 
to Overbury*s murderersjhanged, 
228. 

DlBcovers matter against Somerset 
which Coke considers " suffi- 
cient,'* 230. 326. 

Items of his evidence, 289. 

On the cause of Somerset's hatred 
of Oyerbury, 322 note, 

" Continual messenger between 
Weston and the Countess," 324. 

His confessions to Dr. Whiting, 
338, 339. See 316. 326, 326. 329. 
341, 342. 
Frosberg, the G^erman, his reason for 

wearing a silk rope, 8. 
Fuller^ Mr., M.P., his suggestion with 
regard to the Bishop of Lincoln's 
speech in the other house, 61. 
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HELWYSSB. 



G. 



Gkurdiner, Bishop, how he "meant to 
be bishop a hundred years after 
his death," 27. 

Gardiner, Mr. S. R., his speculation as 
to Sir H. Neville's opinion on 
ecclesiastical grieyances, 19. 
His theory as to the cause of 
James's abrupt dissolution of 
his second Parliament, 72 nott. 
Letter from Sir John Digby (on 
Somerset's dealings with Spam) 
printed by him, 262. 
HiB conjecture as to Coke's motiye 
in renising to let the King see 
the evidence in Somerset's case, 
269 note. 
His explanation of Bacon's prin« 
dple of action in the matter of 
monopolies, 3^5. 
His account of Coke's appearance 
before the Council, and suspen- 
sion from his ofiKces and digni- 
ties, 398. 
See 174. 175 note. 193 note, 194. 
209. 

Germany, 34. 

Gibb, the counsellor, included in the 
indictment of pr€emtmire, 261. 

Gtibbe, Henry, paper given by Lums- 
den to, 219. 

Glanville, Richard. See Allen. 

Glanvyle, Mr., M.P., on the Bishop of 
Lincoln's speech in the other 
House, 65. 

Gondomar, Spanish Ambassador, his 



OonAomBx-^ continued, 

assurance of the support of Spain 
in case of a quarrel between 
James and his Parliament, 72 
noU. ^ 331. 341 note, Spain. 

Gooch, Dr. Bamaby, 31 noU, 

Ghnndison, Lord, and Oliver St. John, 
error relative to, 131. 

Ghtintham. Sir Thomas, M.P., against 
a premature motion for supply, 
50. 

Gray, or Grey, Lord, an instance of 
King James's clemency, 282. 298. 

Greaham, tibe Conjurer, " laboured " by 
Lady Somerset " to inforoe the 
queen by witchcraft to fieivour " 
her, 289. 

Gkeville, Sir Fulke, Chancellor of the 

Exchequer, one of the Coundl 

responsible for the putting 

Peacham to the torture, 92. 

His speech in the Star Chamber 

on St. John's case, 135. 
His speech in Council on the ques- 
tion of calling a new Parlia- 
ment, 200. 
Appointed to inquire into Coke's 
conduct in the Frmmunire case, 
351. 
Present at the Council on the Cbm- 
mendam case, 357. 369. 

Griffyn, Mr., M.P., 65. 

Gunpowder plot, relics of the martyrs 
o^ found in the study of John 
Cotton, 4. ^16L 



H. 



Hackwm (or Hakewill), Mr., M.P., a 
convert on the question of Im- 
positions, 55 note. 
Recommended as a Law Reporter 
by Bacon, 86. See 66. 

H^n^^TTi, Henry, his imperfect account 
of Coke's dismissal from office, 
398. 

Harrington, Lord, question concerning 
a patent held in reversion by, 
227. 

Hatton, Sir Christopher, his contribu- 
tion to the Benevolence, 80. 

Haughton (or Houghton), Sir Gilbert, 
question raised regarding a 
patent granted to, 168. 
Letter of Bacon and Yelverton 

Uiereon, 169. 
Letter from Bacon relative to 
another patent, petitioned for 
by Sir GUbert, 355. 



Haughton, Mr. Justice, re(|mred by 
the King to give his opinion 
singly and apcut on Peacham's 
case, 100. 
"A soft man," 101. See 360. 
Hay. Lord, 266. 282. 294. 306. 
Heale, Serjeant {temp. Eliz.), 953. 
Heath and Whitelocke, patent office 

nominally held by, 227. 
Hedley, Mr., recommended by Bacon 

as a law reporter, 86. 
Helwysse, Sir G^ervase, Lieutenant of 
the Tower, one of the Commis- 
sioners to examine Peacham, 98. 
Present at Peacham's final exa- 
mination, 125 — 127. 
His declaration with regard to the 

murder of Overburjr, 208. 301. 
Hanged for his connivance Uiere- 

in, 228. 
Particulars relative to his substi- 
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HolwyEHC, Sir Gervaae — eontinwd. 

tution for Waade as Lieutenant- 
of the Tower, hia examination, 
etc., 315, 316 noU. 319. 322—325. 
See 291. 

Heniy III. of France, 7. 

Heniy IV. of England, 133. 141. 145. 

Henry IV. of France, 7. 

Effect of his death upon the aspect 
of European affiurs, 192. 

Henry VII. of England and Chief Jus- 
tice Hussey, 117. See 144, 145. 

Henry VIII. of England, nature of 
Elizabeth Barton's treason 
against, 11. 119. 

Henry, Prince, son of James I., ru- 
mours as to cause of death o^ 
289, 339. 

Herbert, Sir Williani, sequestered for 
misconduct in the House of Com- 
mons, 48 note. 

Hill, Mr. Robert, recommended by 
Bacon as a law reporter, 86. 

Hobart, Sir Henry ("my lord Hub- 
berd '* in Bacon's letters), Chief 
Justice of the Conmion Pleas, 
joint report on certain proposi- 
tions for Parliament signed by 
him, 13. 
Csiled to assist the Lord Chan- 
cellor in the suit between Lord 
Hunsden and Lady Arundel, 
224. 
Objections to his being made Chan- 
cellor, 242. 
See 143. 354. 360. 



Hoby, or Hobby, Sir Edward, M.P., 
employed to carry a message 
from the Commons to the Laids 
in the matter of the Bishop of 
Lincoln; reports to the Home 
the Bishop's priyate explanation, 
61,64. 

HoUis, Sir John, 136. 

At Weston's execnticm, 211, 212. 
Charge brought against him by 
Bacon in the Star Chamber, 213. 
221, 222. 

H(»sey, Sir Jerome, H.P., on the course 
to be pursued in reference to the 
Bishop of Lincohi's speech in 
the otner House, 62. 

Hoekins, M.P., 34. 

His intemperate speeches, 69, 70. 
Seel^, 

Houghton. ^ Haughton. 

Ho'^rd, Lord Wilmm, suit brought 
by Lord Hunsdon against, 224. 
364. 

Hunsdon, Lord, versus Lady Arundel, 
letter from Bacon to the King 
on the cause of, 224. 
SeeZe4. 

Hussey, Chief Justice, temp. Hen. VIL, 
his refusal to deliyer an extra- 
judicial opinion in Hum^direy 
Stafford's case, 117. 

Hyde, Sir Lawrence, reads the eyidenoe 
implicating the Earl and Count- 
ess of Somerset, by direction of 
the judges, in open Court, 211. 

Hynde, Mrs., 209. 



I. 



Impositions, position of the question 
regaidmg, 18. 

Sir Henry Neyille's proposition, 10. 

Bill offered by Middleton, 34. 

Animated discussion on the sub- 
ject : Bill read second time, 39, 
40. 

Speech of the King concerning 
same, 49. 

Conference with the Lords deter- 
mined on, 49, 50. 

Unsuccessfid attempt to giye pre- 
cedence to the question of sui>- 

^ ply, 50. 

Motiye of the " Undertakers *' in 
such attempt, 51. 

Preparations for the conference 
with the Lords, 53. 

Introduction assigned to Bacon, 
53,54. ^68. 



Inquisitions and secret offices, Bill 

brought in against, 41. 
Ipswich, Bacon chosen Member in the 

1614 Parliament for, 31. 
Ireland, inconyenienoe of haying a Psr- 

liament there and in England at 

the same time, 2. 
Disorders in, an encouragement to 

T5rrone,34. 
Choice of Sir Oliyer St. John for 

deputy approyed by Bacon, 

375. 
Quiet proceedings of the new Psr- 

liament, 376. 
Order for the dissolution of same, 

ilnd. 
Recall of Chichester, and probable 

cause of it, 377. 
Bacon's yiews as to treatment of 

recusants, etc, 378—380. 
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J. 



James L, ^^ negotiation with the 
"undertakers" concerning pre- 
parations for a new Parlisunent, 
1—3. 13. 22. 
Difficulty of the part he had to 



play, 21. 
ketch of tl 



Sketch of the speech which Bacon 
wished him to make to the two 
Houses, 21—30. 

Speech which he made, 23. 

His second speech, announcing the 
Bills of grace, 33. 

His offer of a compromise in the 
matter of Imx)08itions, 49. 

Innovations imputed to him hy 
the Commons, 53, 54. 

His letter to the Speaker, and re- 
ply to the deputation which 
W presented the answer, 61. 62. 64. 
ams the House that unless they 
proceed to treat of supply, he 
wiU dissolve the Parliiunent on 
a certain day, 67. 

Dissolves it two days before the 
day named, 68. 

His probable motives for so doing, 
68—72. 

His understanding with CK>ndo- 
mar, 72 note. 

Commits some of the members to 
prison for speeches in the House, 
and causes the notes to be burned 
which had been prepared for the 
conference concermng Imposi- 
tions, 75. 

Project for the supply of his wants 
by way of voluntary contribu- 
tion, 78. [See Benevolence.! 

Directs the opinions of the jud^ 
of the Ein^s Bench on the pomt 
of law in ±*eacham*s case to be 
taken separately, 99. 

Nature and object of the precau- 
tion, 102—104. 

His own argument on the case 
against Peacham, 105 — 107. 

Puts off St. John's cause, in conse- 
quence of the illness of the Lord 
Chancellor, 112. 

Directs Bacon to take the opinion 
of the judges of the King's 
Bench on Owen's case, either 
separately or assembled, as he 
finds best, 114. 

Charged by St John with perjury, 
133, 134. 141. 

Remits St. John's fine upon his 
submission, 151. 

Pudons Owen, 168. 

Consults with his Council on the 
expediency of calling another 
Parliament, 174, 194. 



James I. — continued. 

Directs his ambassador to remon- 
strate against the intermarriages 
between France and Spain, 192. 

How &r engaged already in a 
ne^tiation for the marriage of 
Prmce Charles with the Inmnta, 
193. 

Directs his Council to consider of 
the means of paying his debts 
and establishing his estate ; and 
(if it must be by Parliament) of 
the preparations required, 194, 
195. 

Approves their advice and directs 
Uiem to follow it out without 
loss of time, 206, 207. 

Orders Helwysse to set down in 
writing his declaration respect- 
ing the death of Sir Thomas 
Overbury, 208. 

Befers the case first to certain 
Councillors, and then to Coke, 
with whom (at Coke's request) 
he afterwards joins others, 209, 
217. 

Approves their proceedings, and 
urges them to prosecute the busi- 
ness, 210. 

Wishes Weston to be confronted 
with the other implicated par- 
ties, but withdraws the direction 
upon hearing from Coke that 
it would be against law, 212. 

Desires Coke to put off the hearing 
of the case of Seffe ineonauUo^ 
till this business is over, 225. 

Knights, advances, and pensions 
George Villiers, 225, 226. 

Means to give him Sir John Roper's 
place as soon as it is vacant, 227. 

Hears Bacon's opinion as to the 
evidence against Somerset, 231. 

Takes Bacon's advice as to the 
manner of breaking off with the 
" New Company," 238. See 256 
—259. 

Writes to the Lord Chancellor in 
his illness, 240. 

Promises to make Bacon liord 
Chancellor when the place is 
vacant, 245. 

Directs the Lord Chancellor and 
Bacon to confer with Sir John 
Digbv, and sends interrogatories 
for the examination of Sir R. 
Cotton, 263. 

Questions Coke's interpretation of 
a passage in Lady Somerset's 
evidence, 267. 268, 269. 282. 

Directs the Bishop of Winchester 
and Sir R. Winwood to attend 
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Jamet I. — continued. 

the hearing of a case concerning 
a coinnteiidain, and report the 
ttate of the question, 272. 

Directs Bacon to write to the 
judges and require them to post- 
pone their judgments on the case 
till he has consulted with them, 
272—274. 362. 364. 367—869. 

Betums Bacon's letter on the 
chances to be provided for in 
Somerset's case, with directions 
in the margin, 276 — 280. 

Wishes to induce Somerset to con- 
fess, and takes measures to give 
him hopes of pardon if he does, 
280—282. 290. 292—294. 

Forbids hope to be held out to him 
of restoration to feivour, 284, 286. 

Betums Bacon's outline of the 
charge he proposes to deliver, 
with directions in the margin, 
286—289. 

Threatened by Somerset with some 
disclosure, 296. 

Befuses to hold any ^vate com- 
munication with mm until he 
has either under^ne his trial 
or confessed his crune, 296. 

His midnight interview with Sir 
George More immediately before 
the tnal, 296, 297. 306. 

His directions how to proceed in 
case of Somerset's refusal to go 
to trial, 306. 

His interview with Gondomar on 
the day of the trial, 341 note. 

Injurious suspicions sugg^ested by 
nis conduct in this case, upon 
a groundless assumption wat 
something had been hushed up, 
340—342. 

Theory of Professor Amos, 344 — 
346. 

Gives Bacon his choice whether to 
be sworn Privy Councillor at 
once, or to be assured of suc- 
ceeding the Lord Chancellor, 
348. 

Holds a Council at Whitehall to 
settle the dispute with the judges 
in the Commendam case, 264. 

Gives instructions to Bacon for 
drawing an Act of Council con- 
cerning the judges' letter, 360. 

Holds his consultation with the 
judges before they proceed to 
argue the Commendam case, 370. 

Appoints some of the Council to 
inquire with whom Uie indict- 
ment of Pramunire originated, 
371. 

Commends the Archbishop to look 
after Dr. Burgess, the silenced 



Jamee L — cotttinued, 

preacher, now practising as a 
physician, and using spiritual 
influence at Court, i^. 

Pardons the Countess of SomeETBet, 
373—376. 

His speech in the Star Qiamber 
on the jurisdiction of Courts and 
the dufr of judges, 381 — 384. 

Commands the judges not to re- 
ceive any Bill of Ft€tmtmmr$ 
against the Chancery in fdture, 
396. 

His decree on the Fr^tmunire ques- 
tion, 886. 

His dissatis&ction with Coke's 
answers to charges prefened 
against him, and order that he 
be suspended from his of&ce and 
enjoined to review and ooirect 
his "Beports," 398, 399. 

Letters to him from Bacon. 8m 
table of contents. 
Jardine, Mr., on the use of torture in 
the criminal law of England, 92 
note. 
JoDGB, Mr., "certain records concerning 
impositions " delivered to Baoon 
by, 66, See also ibid, note 3. 
Judges, their refusal to deliver an opinion 
to the House of Lords as to the 
common law on LnpositionSy 58. 

Not ready contributors to the Be- 
nevolence, 80. 

Consulted on the point of law in 
Peacham's case, according to the 
usual practice : preliminary con- 
sultations between them and the 
law officers of the Crown, in 
doubtful cases, being then the 
ordinary course of prooeedizup, 
99. 114. 283, 284. 

Innovation introduced on this oc- 
casion by the King ; their opi- 
nions to be taken separately, 
ibid. 102—104. 

Besult of their conferences witJh 
Bacon and his colleagues on the 
occasion, 100—102. 107—110. 

Consulted in like manner, but not 
separately, on the case of Owen, 
114. 

Coke's doctrine that ''the judges 
ought not to deliver their opi- 
nions beforehand," a result of 
later experience: steps through 
which he arrived at it, 1 14 — 1 18. 

Conflict between the Chancery and 
King's Bench Courts, 246. [See 
Chancery.] 

In collision with the Crown on the 
right of the King to require a 
stay of proceedings till he has 
consulted with them, 272—274. 
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Judges — continued. 

Summoned before the King in 
Ck>imcil on the case, 357. 

Ck>mmanded by the King to stay 
proceedings therein : letter from 
them declaring their intention 
to proceed: submission subse- 
quently made by them, 369 — 369. 

Their duties, as expounded by the 
King, 381—384. 



Judges — continued. 

Commandment that no bill in the 
nature of a pretmunire a^;ainst 
the Chancery be received in fu- 
ture, entered as an order in the 
King's Bench, 396. 

Julius II., Pope, retaliation of the 
French King upon, 8. 

Juries at first only witnesses, 283. 
What next regarded as, 284. 



K. 



Kettleby and his brother (Gloucester- 
shire gentlemen) sent to the 
Tower, 70. 

Killigrew, Sir Robert, sequestered for 
misconduct in the House of 
Commons, 48 note. See 329. 

King's Bench and Chancery Courts, 
proceeding^ relative to a conflict 
of Jurisdiction between the, 246 



King's Bench — continued. 

—254. 269. 271. [See Chan- 
cery.] See also Bacon. Coke. 
Ejiollys, lK)rd, his speech in Coun- 
cil on the question of calling a 
new Parliament, 202. 
Why not to be trusted as a mes- 
senger of hope to Somerset, 282. 
See 294. 357. 369. 



Laing, David, Esq., Manuscript com- 
municated to the author by, 21. 
Lake, Sir Thomas, letter to Salisbury 
about the adjournment of Par- 
liament in 1610, 41 note. 

Answer in the House of Commons 
to a complaint that the King 
had been misinformed as to their 
proceedings, 60. 

Letter to him from Bacon relative 
to the grant of a forfeited estate, 
84. 

His speech in Star Chamber on St. 
John's case, 135. 

His speech on the question of call- 
ing a new Parliament, 196 — 198. 

Nominee of his for the Irish At- 
torneyship objected to by Bacon, 
377. See 247. 258. 351. 357. 369. 
Law reform, memorial by Bacon on, 

84—86. 
Lenox, Lodowick Stuart, Duke of, Lord 
Steward, one of the Council re- 
sponsible for the order for tor- 
turing Peacham, 92. 

His speech on the question of call- 
ing a new Parliament, 204. ^ 

One of the Commissi<mers, joined 
with Coke in the investigation 
of tiie murder of Overburv, 209. 
267. 270. 272 note. 283. 369. 
Lidcot, Sir John (Overbmys brother- 
in-law), hiJB account of what 
passed at the execution of Wes- 
ton, 211, 212. 

Deposes to the indifiference of So- 
merset for the condition of Over- 
bury, 323. 



Lincoln, Dr. Neile, Bishop of^ charged 
with expressions derogatory to 
the House of Commons: pro- 
ceedings in both Houses relative 
thereto, 59 — 67. See Commons. 
Lords. 
Case of Commendams concerning 
him, 233, 234. 352. 

Lingard, Dr., tiie hearing of Coke be- 
fore the Council on the 26th of 
June, 1616, not mentioned by, 
398. 

livia's device for x)oisoning her hus- 
band, 310. 

Lord Chamberlain. See Somerset. 
Suffolk. 

Lord Treasurer. See Suffolk. 

Lards, House of^ refuse to meet the 
Commons in a conference on Im- 
positions: probable reasons for 
so unusual a course, 57. 
Befiisal of the Judges to give 
opinion upon the point of uiw, 
58. 
Resolution of the Committee over- 
ruled by the House, 59. 
Arguments derogatory to the Com- 
mons house reported to have 
. been used by one of the Bishops, 

iHd. 
Their repljr to the complaint of^ 
and conciliatory bearing towards 
the Commons, 62 — 64. 

Lorkin, Rev. Thomas, on the postpone- 
ment by the Commons of the 
question of Supply, 50. 
On the complaint against the Chan- 
cellor of the Duchy, 51. 
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Lorkm, Rev. Thomas — etrntintud. 

Hit aocount of the caaaes of the 

breaking up of James's second 

Parliament, 70. 
Lowbell, the apothecary, Somerset's 

dealings with, 289. 324. 
Lmnsden, ThomaB, sends the King an 



Lnmsden, Thomas — eomti$nied. 

account of the proceedings in 
Weston's case, pronoonoed by- 
Coke ** false and malidoiui," 212. 
Proceedings against him in the 
Star Chamber, 213. 219>-221. 
^136. 



M. 



Maclean, Mr., identity of OliTor St 

John discorered by, 131. 
Mahometanism, 168. 166. 
Mallet, Mr., M.P., on the Bishop of 
Lincoln's speech in the other 
House, 62. 

May, Philip, case of torture of; 93. 

Mayeme, Sir Theodore, charg^ by 
Amos with complicity in Over- 
hxrcy^B murder, 344, 346. 
Commends Dr. Burgess to the 
King, 371. 

Meautys, Sir lliomas, 296 note. 

Merchant Adventurers' Company, de- 
prived of their privilege of ex- 
porting undyed cloths, resign 
their diarter, 169, 170. 
Failure of the New Company 
formed to export dyed cloths 
only : compromise come to, and 
letter from Bacon to the King 
thereon, 170—172. 
Letters from Bacon and Winwood 
relative to the mode of breaking 
off with the New Company, 
236—238. 266—269. 

Mervin, Mr., M.P., on the Bishop of 
Lincoln's speech in the other 
House, 62. 

Michel, John, question raised as to the 
legality of a patait granted to, 
223. 

Middleton, M.P., on the proposed Bills 
of Grace : offers a Bill concern- 
ing Impositions, 34. 

Monopohes : question raised in vegard ' 
to a monopoly patent, 364. 
Same reported on by Bacon, 366. 

Monperson (Mompesson) Mr., M.P., 
course suggested by, relative to 
the Bishop of Lincoln's speech 
in the other House, 66. 

Monson, Sir Thomas, points against 
the Somersets established by 
the evidence of, 323, 324. See 
339. 

Monson, Sir William, at Weston's exe- 
cution, 211. 
An old pensioner of Spain, 266. 
Examined as to his connection with 



Monson, Sir William — cotUinvetL 

the Somersets, 266, 267. 269. 
270. 271. 
Brought in *^an hundred pound 
(according to Fnmklin) mr the 
feeding of the plot," 339. 
Montagu, Sir Henry, King's Seneant> 
legal and offioal reports joined 
in by, 4, 13. 
One of the Commissioners to ex- 
amine Peacdiam, 93. 
Appointed to ask Justice Crcoke 
for his opinion on Peacham's 
case, 100. 
His share in the charge against 
Somerset, 286, 287. 306. 325. 
See 40. 388. 
Montague, Bishop. See Bath and 

Wells. 
More, Serjeant, indictmentofpfwniiPitrv 

preferred against, 261. 
More, or Moore, Sir George, moves for 
a discussion of the question con- 
cerning the legality of tiie im- 
positions, 39 note. 
Promise he was authorized to make 
to Somerset if he confessed his 
guilt, 292. 
His midnight visit to the King and 
Weldon s account of it, 296, 297. 
Warns Somerset to be ready for 

trial, 306. 
Effect of Somerset's declaration to 
him on the King, 341. 
More, Sir Thomas, 390. 
Mounson. See Monson. 
Murray, John, of the King's Bedcham- 
ber, letters from Bacon to, 97» 
98. 126. 
His case concerning some land, 
etc., reported by %acon to the 
King, 124. 
Joint letter from Bacon and Yel- 
verton to him on Sir Gilbert 
Haughton's patent, 169. 
Question raised as to the legality 
of a patent granted at his in- 
stance (the Rege IneonmUo case) 
223. 226. 233—236. 
See 239, 240. 266. 
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N. 



Neville, Christopher, M.P., "curious 
premeditate declamation" of, 69. 

Neville, Sir Henry, and his party, the 
"Undertakers," in communica- 
tion with the King, 1. 

His " Advice touching the holding 
of a Parliament," when seen hy 
the King, 3. 

Proposition urged hy him relative 
to Impositions, 19. 

Early proposal and close following 
of the question of Supply a main 
point of his plan of operations, 
34. 

His satis£ictory explanation to the 
House relative to "Undertak- 
ing," 49. 70. 
New Company. See Merchant Adven- 
tui^. 



NicoUs, Augustine, Judge, 360. 364. 

Norris, Lorn, kills a servant of Lord 
Willoughhy in self-defence, 173. 

Northampton, Henry Howard, Earl of, 
treats the dissolution of Parlia- 
ment as a personal victory, 72. 
Allegations against and concern- 
ing him in connection with Over- 
hury's murder, 282. 288. 289. 
314. 315 note, 319. 320. 323. 824. 
325. 328. 331. 332. 336. 337. 

Northumberland, Thomas, Earl of. 
Bacon's note to the King touch- 
ing lands settled hy, 124. 

Nottingham, Charles Howard, Earl of, 
Liord Admiral, his speech on the 
question of calling a new Par- 
liament, 203. See 113. 

Noy, Mr., recommended by Bacon as a 
Law reporter, 86. 



Overbury, Sir Thomas, disclosure of the 
murder of: suspicious conduct 
of the Somersets, 208, 209. 

Weston's trial and condemnation : 
scene at his execution, and pro- 
ceedings against Wentworth and 
others for interrogating him on 
the scaffold, 210—223. 

Passages firom letters of his to So- 
merset of a threatening charac- 
ter, 287. 

His character according to Bacon, 
216. 287. 300. 313, 314. 

Trusted by Somerset with State 
secrets, 288. 

Fir^ prisoner murdered in the 
Tower since the murder of the 
princes by Ric. IIL, 290. 310. 

Slanderous rumours first put forth 
as to the cause of his death, 300. 

Bacon's account of the confidential 
relations between him and So- 
merset; of the causes of their 
estrangement ; and of the sub- 
sequent murder, 312 — 320. 



Overbury, Sir Thomas — continued. 
' Summary of the evidence in sup- 
port of the charge, 320—329. 
See 256. 262. 304. 307. 311. 374, 
375. See also, Franklin. Hell- 
wysse. Northampton. Somer- 
set. Turner. Weston. 
Owen, Sir Eoger, M.P., on the special 
reasons for Bacon's presence in 
the House, 33 note. 
Report on " Undertakers" brought 

up by him, 41. 
Course urged by him relative to 
the Bishop of Lincoln's speech 
in the other House, 59. 62. 64. 
Owen, John, Bacon's reports to the 
King on a charge of treason 
agamst, 101. 118, 119. 
Nature of his ofience, 104. 
Judges and law officers in consul- 
tation on the case, 114. 
Bacon's charge against, 154 — 167. 
Result of his trial : condition on 
which he was ultimately set at 
liberty, 168. 



P. 



Packer, Mr., 290. 

Palatine, Count (the Palsgrave), Bill 

passed for his natunuization, 39. 

See 69. 71. 289. 
Parisatis's device for poisoning, 310. 
Parkins, Sir C, 224. 
Parliament, question of calling a new 

one ; when agreed upon, 1. 14. 



Parliament — continued. 

Preparatory measures under dis- 
cussion between the King and 
the " Undertakers " and Bacon, 
1—3. 

Letter of the law officers on pro- 
positions relative to, 13. 

List of Bills to be ofifered, 14—17. 
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Parliament — eontinmd. 

Policy and intentiona of the Qo- 
yenunent indicated therein, 18. 

Bemilt of the electiona : large pro- 
portion of new memb^ re- 
tamed, 19, 20. 

Chamberlain's account of the 
King's speech at the opening, 23. 

Speech suggested by Bacon for 
that occasion, 22—30. 

Abrupt dissolution and contem- 
porary accounts of same, 68 — 71. 

Buppoeed conspiracy to bring the 
Parliament to confusion, 72, 73, 
text and noUa. 

Lord Clarendon on the impolicy of 
precipitate dissolutions, 74. 

Council convened to discuss the 
question of calling another Par- 
fiament, 174—176. 

Letter of Advice from Bacon to 
the King thereon, 176 — 191. 

Considerations on the question: 
difficulties in the way, 191—194. 

Narrative of the proceedings at 
the Council, 194—206. 

Cause of the abandonment of the 
project, 207. 

Proceedings in both Houses: Se$ 
Commons. Lords. 
Parry, Sir Thomas, Chancellor of the 
Duchy, chai^^ with unlawful 
interrorence in an election, 51. 

Bacon's speech in mitigation, and 
decision of the House thereon, 
62. 

Note of his speech on the question 
of callixigftnew Parliament, 199. 
Patents contested or objected to. See 
Haughton. MicheL Boper. 
Shrewsbury. 
Paulet, or Poulett, Mr., sent for to the 
Court in consequence of a state- 
ment made by Peacham, 122. 
123. 126. 
Payton, Overbury's servant, his inter- 
view with Somerset, 324 note, 
Peacham, Edmond, Puritan clergyman, 
deprived of his orders for libel- 
ling his Bishop, 90. 

Charged also with libelling the 
King ; examined thereon by 
the I^vy Council, and warrant 
issued for his further examina- 
tion, and the application of tor- 
ture if necessary, 90 — 92. 

Report of his examination under 
torture, and the result, 93, 94. 

Letter from Bacon te the King on 
the danger of betraying dimen- 
sion between the Government 
and the Judges in this case, 96. 



Peacham, Edmond — continued. 

Opinions of the Judges taken sepa- 
rately <m the question whether 
the offence were treason, 08 — 
104. 
The Kiug^s argument to prove 

that it was, 105, 106. 
Conferences between Baoon and 
Coke on the case, 107—110. 120. 
Coke's opinion (apparently that it 

was not), 120, 121. 
Beeolution te go on with the case 

notwithstan<£ng, 122. 
New statements nutde by Peacham, 
and further examination of him 
by the Bishop of Bath and 
Wells, 122, 123. 
Final examination by Bacon and 

his colleagues, 125—127. 
Tried for treason in Somersetshire, 

and condemned, 127. 
Unsuccessful attempt to induce 
him to confess ; his sentence not 
carried out ; his death in gaol ; 
no traces of popular sjrmpathy 
for him at the tmie, 128. 
See 113. 119. 121 not€, 130. 167. 
Pembroke, William Herbert, Earl of; 
on the question of calling a new 
Parliament, 203. 
His speech in the Star Chamber 
<m St. John's case, 135. 
See 327 note. 369. 
Penal laws, Bill brought in for a com- 
mission for reviewing the state 
of the, 41. 
Memorial by Bacon on same sub- 
ject, 84—86. 
Perrott, Sir James, M.P., on the Bishop 
of Lincoln's speech in the other 
House, 61. 65, 66. 
Philip the Fair, Pope Boni&ce brought 

to an i^ominious end by, 8. 
Philip of Spam, James's hope of money 

from, 72 note. 
Phillippes, Sir Robert, M.P., on the 
Bishop of Lincoln's speech in 
the other House, 61. 65. 
Pleading the general issue, Bill re-> 

lating to, 41. 
Poisoning, some remarkable instances 

0^215. 310. 
Freemuniret indictments of, arising out 
of a conflict of jurisdiction be- 
tween the Courts of Chancery 
and King's Bench. See Chan- 
cery. 
Privilege and prerogative, oonstitu- 

Uonal weapons of^ 71. 
Puckering, Sir John, 242. 390. 
Puckering, Sir Thomas, Letters frtim 
Rev. T. Lorkin to, 60. 69, 70. 
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R 



Ralegh, Sir Walter, 320. 
Rawiey, Dr., withheld from the *' Re- 
snacitatio" all thepapers relating 
to Somerset's tnal, 230. &ee 
152. 
Reousants, some order from the King 
touching, 101. 104. 
£20,000 per annum offered for 

&rming the penalties of^ 102. 
Bacon's opinion as to the policy of 

enforcing these penalties, 104. 
His adf ice as to dealing with recu- 
. towns, 



sant magistrates in 
378—380. 

Bsffe ineofuulto, question involved in the 
case of the, and proceedings 
thereon, 223. 225. 233—236. 
273. 



Richard n., parallel drawn by Oliver 
St John between James I. and, 
133. 141. 145. 

Riche, Lord, 390. 

Rochester, Bishopof (temp. Hen. VIII.), 
great poison case in the £unily 
of the, 215.310. 

Bookewood, Gunpowder Plot conspira- 
tor, 83. 
Lettear from Bacon touching the 
grant of his forfeited lands, 84. 

Boper, Sir John, question relative to a 
patent held by^, and letter from 
Bacon to ViOiers thereon, 227, 
228. 

Bowe, Sir Thomas, M.P., on the Bishop 
of Lincoln's speech in the other 
House, 61. 65. 



S. 



Saint Albans, Bacon chosen member 

for in the 1614 Parliament, 31. 
Saint John, Oliver (second son of John 
St. John, of Lydiard Tregoze), 
case pending in the Star (9iam- 
ber against, 110, 131. 

Cause of his committal to prison, 
111. 

Postponement of the hearing, 113. 

His letter to the Mayor of Marl- 
borough dissuading contribu- 
tions to the Benevolence, 132 — 
134. 

Offence contained in it, 134. 

Brought before the Star Chamber, 
and sentence passed of fine and 
imprisonment, 135. 

Copy of the charge then delivered 
by Bacon, but with the names 
and localities disguised, 136— 
146. 

Makes a full submission in the 
Star Chamber, and is set at li- 
berty, 147—151. 

Petitions that the record of the 
sentence be cancelled, and re- 
ceives a formal remission of his 
fine, 151. See 167. 
Saint John, Sir Oliver, Lord Somerset 
committed to the custody of, 209. 

Appointed deputy for Ireland, 875. 
SaUsbunr, Robert Cecil, Earl of; result 
of his improvement of the re- 
venue by new impositions on 
merchandise, 49. 

Had a good method in the inven- 
tive department, if his ends had 
been upright, 243. 

VOL. V. 



Salisbury, William Cecil, Earl of, his 
contribution to the Benevolence, 
80. 

Sanders' poisoning case, 215. 

Sandys, Sir Edwin, M.P., his argument 
against a premature motion for 
supply, 50. 
His speech on bringing up the re- 
port on Impositions, 53. 
His views of the course to be taken 
in reference to the Bishop of 
Lincoln's speech in the other 
House, 59. 62. 62 note. 
Questioned before the Council for 
his speeches in the House, but 
dismissed without taint or touch, 
70. 

Sandys, Sir Miles, M.P., returned with 
Bacon for Cambridge Univer- 
sity, 31. 
His return not mentioned in the 
Cambridge Register, ibid. note. 

Sandys, Sir Samuel, M.P., on the 
King's letter to the Speaker, 60. 
MS Report of Discussion in the 
Council on the expediency of 
calling a new Parliament, once 
in his possession, 194. 

Sanquhar, Lord, arraignment of, a 
noble piece of justice, 144. 

Sardis, canons of the Council of^ quoted 
by Serjeant Chibbone against 
ChmmendamSf 358. 

Savile, Sir John, 59 note. 

Secret ofiices and inquisitions, BiU 
brought in against, 41. 

Selden, 167 note. 

Shaipe, Dr., committed to the Tower, 70. 
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Shaipe, Dr,— continued. 

One of Lord Northampton's in- 
struments for oyerthiowing the 
Parliament of 1614, 72. 
SeelSZ, 
Sherbum, Mr., on Lady Somerset's de- 
meanour at her trial, 304. 

Ids. report of Somerset's trial sent 
by hmi to Sir Dudley Carleton, 
315 (nots 2). 323 {nots 1), 324 
(note 1). 328. 

On Somerset's bearing at his trial, 
335, 336. 
Shrewsbury, Lord and Lad^, charged 
by Bacon with obtaining "by 
surreption " a patent of " the 
greatest forest of England," 110. 
See 113. 208. 301. 322. 
Shute, Mr., 245. 

Simcock, &ct deposed to by, relatiYe 

to Somerset and Overoury, 287. 

Smith, Humfrey, included in the iV^- 

munire indictment^ 251. 
Snigge, George, one of the judges, 360. 
Somerset, Robert Garr, Earl of (Lord 
Chamb^lain, 1614"}, receives let-* 
ter from the chiet justices and 
learned counsel on certain pro- 
positions for Parliament, 13. 

Probably one of the advisers of the 
sudden dissolution, 72. 

His contribution to the Benevo- 
lence, 80. 

Date of his appointment as Lord 
Chamberlain, 88 note. 

Discovery of the murder of his 
friend Overbury : suspicions 
raised against himself and his 
wife, 208. 

His suspicious conduct after the 
meeting of the Commissioners, 
and consequent committal to 
close custody, 209. 

Evidences of his complicity in the 
murder read openly in Court by 
Coke's direction, 210, 211. 229. 
275. 

Examined by the Commissioners, 
212. 

Committed to the Tower, 213. 

Taken by the law for a " suspect," 
218. 

Reversion of Roper's patent held 
by him, 227. 

State of the evidence against him, 
229, 230. 231. 

Arra[gnniont iw aooessary before 
the} faet &nd true bill found, 230. 

Hi£ share in the promotion of 
Booon to the place of attorney, 
242. 

HiH urttlurhand dt^^dings with the 
gpaniiah AnibaaaBdor, 232. 262 — 
266. 270—272. 



Somerset, Earl oi—tontimied. 

Never a pensioner of Spain, 272. 

His prosecution postponed, 232. 

Proparations for his trial resumed, 
275. 

Chances to be provided for, 275 — 
280. 

Unsuccessful devices to induce 
him to confess, 281, 282. 285. 
290. 292—294. 

Evidence to be brought against 
him pronounced by the judges 
« fair and good," 282. 

A point to be left out as unfair, 285. 

Heads of the charge prepared, 286 
—289. 

Precautions, 291. 295. 

Devices resorted tobj him to deter 
the Eing from bnnging him to 
trial, 294. 

Threatens to bring some accusa- 
tion against the ^ing, 295. 

His "strange fit," 306. 

Trial, charge, evidence, defence, 
verdict, and sentence, 306 — 335. 

His protestation of innocence, 834. 

Impression produced by his de- 
fence upon bystanders, 335, 336. 

Absence of all direct evidence in 
his favour, 336. 

His apparent perplexity when oon- 
frt)nted witn proof of the de- 
struction and mutilation of let- 
ters, 337. 

His relations with the King, 340, 
341, 342. 

Professor Amos's theory of the 
case, 344, 345. 
Somerset, Frances, Countess of^ sus- 
pected of complicity in the mur- 
der of Overbury, 208. 

Committed to close custody, 209. 

Evidence implicating her read in 
Court by Ck>ke's direction, 210. 
229. 

Franklin's account of his interview 
with her, 230. 

Delivered of a daughter, ibid, 

Lidicted as an accessary before the 
fEust, ibid. 

Scruple raised by the King as to 
the interprotation of a part of 
her evidence implicatinig her 
husband, and re-examinatdon 
agreed upon, 267. 268, 269. 282. 

The point left out of the evidence, 
285, 286. 

Expected to confess the indictment, 
278. 291. 

Measures to be employed to induce 
her to make a clear confession, 
and to avoid an outbreak in 
Court of protestations of her 
husband's mnocenoe, 291. 
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Somerset, Countees oi— continued. 

Is brought to the bar and pleads 

guflty, 297. 
Charge and sentence, 297 — 304. 
Account of her behaviour by 
Chamberlain and Sherbum, 304, 
305. 
Her pardon, 373 — 376. 

Spain, threatened union of France with, 
34. 183, 184. 192. 
Pr^ect of marriage between Prince 
Charles and the InfEtnta, 72 note. 
185. 193, 194. 
Supposed underhand dealings be- 
tween Somerset and the Spanish 
Ambassador, 232. 262—266. 270 
—272. 

Stafford, Himiphrey, point of law in- 
volved m the case o^ 117. 

Stanhope, Lord, one of the Council re- 
sponsible for the order for tor- 
turing Peacham, 92. See 113. 367. 

Stephens, Robert, manuscripts of Bacon, 
printed by, 349. 356. 372. 

Stewaitl, Sir Symeon, M.P., on the 
Bishop of Lincoln's speech in 
tbe other House, 62 — 65. 

Suffolk, Thomaa Howard, Earl of, Lord 
Chamberlain and Lord Trea- 
surer, one of the Councillors who 
tried to play the faiave witii the 
" Undertakers,'* 57. 
Probably one of the advisers of the 
dissolution of the 1614 parlia- 
ment, 72. 



Suffolk, Earl of—eontinued. 

Amount of his contribution to the 
Benevolence, 80. 

Date of his promotion to the Lord- 
Treasurerahip, 88 note. 

One of the Council concerned in 
the order for torturing Peadiam, 
92. 

His help required in the dealing 
with recusants, 102. 104. 

His speech on the question of call- 
ing a new Parliament, 204. 

Pseudon^mis bestowed on himself 
and his Countess in the Corre- 
spondence between Somerset 
and Overbury, 288. 
See 282. 357. 369. 
Supplies and Subsidies : — 

Premature motion for Supply by 
Sir Ralph Winwood, 35. 

Notes of Bacon's speech in support 
of a motion for Supply, ibid, note, 
36—38. 

Day fixed for consideration of the 
subject, 40. 

Abortive attempt to push the bu- 
siness forward, 50. 

Message to the Commons from the 
King concerning, and its effect 
on the leaders of the popular 
» party, 67, 68. 
Sydenham, Sir John, confronted with 
Peacham about certain speeches 
said to have passed between 
them, 122. 123. 126. 



Talbot, William, proceeded against for 
refusing to repudiate certain 
doctrines of Zuarez, 5. 
Bacon's charge against him, 5^12. 
Fined, but released without pay- 
ment, 12. 
His offence compared with Owen's, 
104. 
See 167. 

Tanfield, Lawrence, one of the Judges, 
360. 

Tenison, Archbishop of Canterbury, 
152. 
Alterations made by him in a letter 
of Bacon's, 241. 

Thuanus on the French King's dealing 
with Pope Julius II., 8. 

Tindal, Sir John^ Master in Chancery, 
included m the Prssmunire in- 
dictmentf 251. 

Torture, Precedents of^ quoted by Jar- 
dine, 93 note. 



ToTtwre— continued. 

No law to warrant it in England, 
but practised by an aut£ority 
not amenable to the Law 
Courts, 93 note. 
See Peacham. 
Turner, Mrs., an accomplice in the 
murder of Overbury, 208. 
Seizure of her papers by Somerset, 

209. 327. 333. 
Her trial, conviction, and end, 218. 

228. 
What her maid-servant deposed to 

relative to Somerset, 230. 
Stated b V Franklin to have shown 
him the man who poisoned the 
Prince, 289. 
The " say-mistress" of the poisons 
tried on Overbury, 316. 
See 210. 
Tyrone, Earl of^ in treasonable corre- 
spondence with the Pope, 34. 
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U. 



*' Undertakers,'* Sir H. Neville and his 
party 80 called, 1 — 3. 

Allusion to them in Bacon's memo- 
rial for the King's speech, 30. 

Excitement in the Commons con- 
cerning them, 38. 

Committee appointed "to consider 
of a message to the King to in- 
timate the protestation of the 
House against" them, 39. 

Beport of Committee brought up, 
41. 

Proposal to enable the Committee 
to examine the men, 42. 

Speech of Bacon against the mo- 
tion, 42 — 48. 



* Undertakers " — continued. 

Power given to examine them, 
48. 

Excitement appeased by Sir Henxy 
Neville's explanation, 49. 71. 

Their error in attenqyting to force 
a vote of Supply at the very 
begmning of tlie Session, 60, 
51. 

Disappointment of the party at 
Coiui that had meant to make 
use of them for their own pur- 
poses, 57. 72. 

Bacon's account of the inconveni- 
ences caused by their interven- 
tion, 179—183. 



Vane, Sir Henry, at Weston's execu- 
tion, 211. 
Vavasor, Sir Thomas, at Weston's exe- 
cution, 211. 
Villiors, Sir G^eorge, afterwards Duke 
of Buckingham, his rapid rise in 
royal fevour, 225, 226. 
Sir Simonds B'Ewes's recollection 

of him, 226, 227. 
Commencement of Bacon's ac- 
quaintance with him, 227, 228. 
Conveys to Bacon a promise of the 

Chancellor's place, 245. 
Letters from Bacon requesting him 
to get him sworn of the Privy 
Council, 255. 260. 347, 348. 



Villiers, Sir G^rge — eontimted. 

Interest taken by him in Bacon's 
fortunes, 256. 

Letters from Bacon on the pro- 
ceedings relative to Lord and 
Lady Somerset, 263. 265. 270. 
281. 285. 290. 375. 

Solicited by Bacon to use his influ- 
ence with the King for restoring 
Dr. Burgess, the Puritan, to 
preach, 372. 

Letter from Bacon recommending 
Mr. K Wrytington for the Lrish 
Attorneyship; and also one on 
Irish a&irs, 377—380. 
See 248. 356. 



w. 



Waade, Sir William, Lieutenant of the 
Tower, displaced to make way 
for Hellwysse, 315. 316. 319. 

Walden, Lord, letter from Bacon re- 
lative to the grant of a forfeited 
estate to, 84. 

Walter, Mr., the Prince's Attorney, 
351. 388. 

Walter, Sir William, M.P., on a quarrel 
in the House of Commons about 
" Undertaking," 48 note. 
On the Bishop of Lincoln's speech 
in the other House, 65. 

Warberton, Peter, ope of the Judges, 
360. 

Weldon, Sir Anthony, his storjr of Sir 
G. More's midnight visit to the 
King, 297. 305. 

Wentworth, Sir John, 136. 

At Weston's execution, 211. 



Wentworth, Sir John — continued. 

Brought before the Star Chamb^ 

for questioning him, 212. 
Charge against him, delivered by 

Bacon, 213—223. 
Wentworth, Thomas, M.P., 34. 

Becommends a condlii^ory course, 

68. 
Speaks against the King's £&- 

vourites, 71. 
Weston, Richard, under-keeper at the 

Tower, the actual poisoner of 

Overbury, 208. 311. 
Brought up for trial : stands mute, 

but subsequently pleads, 210, 

211. 219. 
Suspicions excited by his remark 

aoout little fishes or flies, and- 

peatonM, 211. 275. 
His execution : attempts made to 
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Weston, Eichaid — eontinued, 

force a confeasioii from him on 
the scaffold, 211, 212. 221. 
His substitution for Cazy as under- 
keeper part of the plot, 315, 316. 
323. 
Franklin *^ a continual messenger *' 
between him and the (Countess, 
324. 
See 282. 287. 326. 329. 

Whitelocke, James, M.P. for Wood- 
stock, his implied opinion that 
a vote of the House of (Commons 
can overrule the decision of a 
Court of law, 39 note, 
Re^rrets the dissolution of the Par- 
liament, but declines to explain 
the causes of it, 68. 
Recommended by Bacon for a^law 

reporter, 86. 
Reversion of Roper's office granted 
nominally to hiin and Heath, 
227. 

Whiting, Mr. or Dr., employed to 
preach before Lady Somerset, 
and urge her to a clear confes- 
sion, 291. 
Sent to press Franklin's con- 
science: his accoimt of what 
passed, 338, 339. 

Wilbraham, Sir Roger, 366. 

Willis, Browne, ^con^s return for 
Cambridge University notknown 
to, 31. 

WOloughby of Eresby, Lord, his quar- 
rel with Lord Norris, 173. 

Winche, Humphrey, one of the Judges, 
360. 368. 

Winchester, Bishop of (Dr. Bilson), 
his contribunon to the Benevo- 
lence, 80. 
See 362. 367. 366. 
His speech in Council on the ex- 
pediency of calling a new Par- 
liament (erroneously attributed 
to Dr. Andrews in the margin of 
the MS.), 202. 
HiB report of what passed in the 



Winchester, Bishop of — continued. 

argument of the Commendam case, 
368. 
See 362. 367. 366. 
Winwood, Sir Ralph, made Secretary, 
20. 
New to the House of Commons, 21. 
Moves for a speedy Contribution, 

34,36. 
His contribution to the Benevo- 
lence, 80. 
Takes the leading part in the ex- 
amination of Peadiam with tor- 
ture, 91 note, 92 — 96. 
His speech in Council on the call- 
ing of a new Parliament, 2dl. 
Receives and reports Helwysse's 
first confession as to the design 
to poison Overbury, 208. 
Sends to the Counol the King's 
directions as to the mode of 
breaking with the New Com- 
pany. 238, 239. 
His wite a devoted disciple of Dr. 
Burgess, 371. 

See 101. 267. 271. 367, 368. 
369. 
Wood, Sir Davie, a gentleman who 
had had a personal quarrel with 
Overbury, treated with to kill 
him by assault, 322. 332. 
Wood, Elias, a Solicitor, included in 
the FrtBtnunire indictment, 261. 
Worcester, Edward Somerset, Earl o^ 
Loitl Privy Seal, one of the 
Councillors who si^ed the war- 
rant for examining Peacham 
with torture, 92. 
Wotton, Lord, Controller, on the ques- 
tion of calling a new Parliament, 
201. 6^367. 
Wotton, Sir Henry, M.P., Mr. Hos- 
kins*s words called in question 
by, 71. 
Wray, Sir Christopher, Chief Justice 
♦ in Elizabeth's time, forborne 
when the other Judges had to 
answer upon their knees, 263. 



T. 



Yolverton, Sir Henry, Solicitor-Gene- 
ral ; judicial and official reports 
joined in by, 4. 13. 

Reports the King's Speech in 
Bacon's absence, 33. 

Silent in the debate on Imposi- 
tions, 40. 

One of the Examiners of Peacham 
under torture. 93. 

Selected to speak with Mr. Justice 
, Dodderidge about Peacham's 
case, 100. 



Yelverton, Sir Henry — continued. 

One of the conductors of Peacham's 

final examination: report of 

himself and his colleagues, 126. 

126, 127. 
Report of Bacon and himself on 

Sir Gtilbert Haughton's Patent, 

169. 
The charges against Coke set forth 

by him, 388. 389. 
See 122. 394. 
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Z. 



Zonch, Lord, on the question of calling 

a new Parliament, 202. 

One of the Gommiasionen joined 

with Ooke for the investigation 

of Orerbur/s mnxder, 209. 802. 



Zuares, or Suarez, proceeding against 
Ttelbot for not repadiaSting cer- 
tain doctrinee o^ 5. 
His doctrinee described by Bacon, 
9, 119. 
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